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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The next meeting of SMSC will be 

 THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

at 7:00pm on Tuesday, 23rd July 2012 at the Peter Doyle Learning Centre, 

ANMM at Darling Harbour unless the Members are otherwise notified. The 

AGM will be followed by the bi-monthly “Show & Tell” at 7:30pm. 

POSITIONS VACANT 
At the AGM all positions on the Executive will become vacant. 

Applications will be by volunteering  for a position, not by nomi-

nation by others. Every Member should give serious considera-

tion to joining the Executive in one of the following positions: 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Committee Members 

The June S&T will be held at the home of  Ralph Hannaford  

at 39 Nairana Drive, Marayong   

on Sunday, 9th June 2013 from 10:00am to 12:30pm (Ph: 0414 236 913). 

JUNE WEEKEND S&T 



SMSC COMMITTEE 

(for 2012-13) 

Your Committee members for 2012/13 are as follows, you are welcome to make contact for 

Club business at the email address indicated. 

President: 

Vice-Pres: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 

Public Officer 

Commitee: 

 

Mike Barton 

Harry Goedings 

Mario Nolasco 

c/- President 

Gary Renshaw 

Christine Barton (Assist. Secretary) 

Michael Bennett (Resource Co-ord) 

Peter Law (Membership Secretary) 

Gordon Pusey (Webmaster) 

Tom Wolf (Newsletter Ed.) 

Richard Keyes (ANMM Liaison) 

Leon Griffiths (Research Officer) 

president@smsc.org.au 

vicepresident@smsc.org.au 

treasurer@smsc.org.au 

 

publicofficer@smsc.org.au 

 

 

 

webmaster@smsc.org.au 

chatterbox@smsc.org.au 
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MODEL SHIP EXPO: 2-3 November 2013  

This is the second time in two years that Kevin has won a prestigious 

major modelling trophy at the Show. 

Kevin has won 1st Prize in the “Wooden Models” Class at the 

Sydney Royal Easter Show with his “Beagle” model. 

CONGRATULATIONS KEVIN HUDSON 

SMSC will be holding its first Expo at Penrith RSL Club, should you 
be interested in displaying any of your models please contact Gary 
Renshaw via email info@modelshipyard.com.au  to register your in-
terest, further information will then be sent to you. Models of all 
standards (especially novice/beginner) and categories are welcome. 

As well as having  many interesting  and varied  models on display,  we are 
planning presentations on modelling topics such as wood carving, rope making, 
miniature models, hull planking and a presentation on Matthew Flinders and the 
HMS Investigator. 

Please pencil the dates in your diary. We'll provide updates and more details in 
future issues of the Chatterbox. 
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APRIL S&T  
Report by  

Michael Bennett 

Janos Nemeth brought along his HMY 
Royal Caroline as well as five of his 
extraordinary miniature carvings in-
cluding his just completed replica of 
the original figurehead of HMS Victory.
(this was discussed in an earlier issue 
of Chatterbox).  

Janos has found that the pleasure of 
creating these mini masterpieces has 

delayed progress on Royal 
Caroline. However he has 
now completed her hull, fit-
tings and stepped her masts 
so the model is now ready for 
rigging. 

The marquetry floor in the 
main cabin is a tour de force 
and Janos explained how it 
was made A “ply” made up of 
a layer of each type of timber 
used in the pattern is glued 
together with a water soluble 
glue. The pattern of the whole 
floor is then traced onto the 
ply and cut out with a jewel-
ler’s saw.   

After soaking to separate 

them the required pieces of 

each colour are then assem-

bled with the knowledge that 

each piece will exactly fit its 

neighbour. WOW! The roof of the cabin will be removable so it can be seen ( a close-up of the 

flooring, the intricate transom carving and other  details of this model can be viewed in the re-

port on the model at pages 7 and 8 of this Newsletter).  Hopefully the model will be finished in 

time for our Model Ship Expo at the end of the year.      (cont. p.4) 

The April S&T was held at the 
home of Michael Bennett and 
six members came along to 
enjoy the S&T in the glorious 
sunshine and the stunning 
views overlooking Rose Bay. 
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Janos then demonstrated his home made tumbler sander for finish-
ing timber blocks made by fixing sandpaper flaps within a small cy-
lindrical plastic container which could be spun in a lathe or drill 
chuck. Finally he showed us how he makes neat rope coils by locat-
ing the coil on a piece of double sided tape so that it is held together 
while the coil is rotated before finally being fixed with a spot of glue. 

 

Tom Wolf showed us his two delightful open 18-foot and 32-foot boats for 
his model of HMS Leopard with a promise to give all of us an introduction 
to basic knotting for which his scouting background eminently qualifies 
him. 

 

Michael Bennett showed all the deck 
machinery ready for installation on the 
Edinburgh Castle. Fabricated from 

short lengths of very small diameter brass tubing and wire, 
at 1:1200 it really needs a magnifying glass to see them 
properly. 

Our newest member David Lendrum brought along one 
of the completed spars for his model of HMS Bounty, 
showing us how he uses twisted fine gauge copper wire 
to create each footrope which will hold its shape when 
bent to its correct curve below the spar.  We look for-

ward to seeing the completed model, hopefully also by the end of the year. 

There were many other conversations across the morning, ranging from the appropriateness 
of installing stunsail booms, how running rigging might be secured when in port and how the 
frame spacing of British warships was dictated the size of canon balls. 

Wisdom was also dispensed on the use of parting tools on a lathe (don’t bother if the part is 
very small), and the attachment of ratlines.  There was even a diversionary foray into the loca-
tion of historic aircraft in Australia. Good stuff! 

We finished with a delicious 
lunch provided by Michael’s 
wife Anelia to whom we give 
our thanks.  

Everybody seemed to enjoy 
the occasion and we hope 
even more will attend the 
next one, but the S&T would 
not have been complete if 
we hadn’t taken some time 
in visiting and having a good 
look at Michael’s well laid 
out workshop.  

Don’t we all wish we could 
have a dedicated area for 
our workshop with lots of 
natural light and fresh air? 
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MAY MEETING AND S&T 
The May formal meeting discussed various issues, including a detailed report from 
the organisers of the Expo, and the need to have the Webpage up-to-date urgently. 

It will be recalled that all Members were approached to debate the question of classification 
and categorisation of models. It was unanimously agreed that as for the Expo, and for the time 
being for all SMSC references, there will be no formal classification or categorisation of ships 
to encourage all levels and standards of modelling and to discourage the level of competitive-
ness (with all its associated ill-feelings) that may otherwise be brought about. 

It was also unanimously agreed that all future weekend S&T’s will only involve morning tea as 
the lunches served at the last few S&T’s was likely to deter others from hosting the event. 

The S&T that followed was most 

successful. First to show was 

Mike Barton’s 1:60 scale HMB 

Endeavour. This single planked 

model is a kit by Mantua and cost 

approx. $300 in 2010. Mike found 

that the timbers were quite ok to 

work with, planks bent easily with 

plank bender, though the kit in-

cluded just enough planks. The 

masts and spars also tapered eas-

ily. The fittings provided are all 

metal, mostly of brass, not plastic, 

and realistic size for the model. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The instructions were very sparse, barely give you 

the order of construction, but not how to do it. The 

diagrams are excellent, very large diagrams, full 

size elevation, easy to follow. 

Overall Mike is quite happy with the finished prod-

uct, though there could have been extra rigging to 

make it look more realistic.          (cont. p.6) 



Next to exhibit was Mario Nolasco who brought along his ongoing project Le Gros Ventre 

(meaning the large belly) (1766-1779),  the hull being scratch built from salvaged timbers after 

a design of Gerard Delacroix in a scale of 1:48.  

This French Naval Gabare (storship) explored the southern Indian Ocean and observed some 

of the West Coast of Australia in 1772 . A shore party explored Dirk Hartog Island and claimed 

it for France, but the French did not uphold their claim by settlement. 

This, and the ill-fated voyage of La Perouse demonstrate how close we in Australia came to 

be a French and not a British colony …  

 

(just as well because I don’t speak 

French … Ed) 
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(cont. p.7) 
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Richard Keyes exhibited his ongoing pro-
ject, the Axel Thorsen, a Norwegian gun-
boat built in 1810 as a coastal  defence ves-
sel. It was 71 tons, 56 feet in length "rigged 
in fore-and- aft  schooner mode and armed 
with two 24 pdr sledge mounted guns on  
pivoting skids."  She was lost at sea after 62 
years of service, 29 of them as a warship. 
She had 12 oars which were used to main-
tain  positioning during firing. (plans and his-
torical details were taken  from "The Global 
Schooner" by  Karl Heinz Marquardt).  

 

The model is 300mm in length and will have exposed lower 
frames which are being built in a jig that Richard brought along 
to show the construction method. No display by Richard can 
pass without the members learning something new, Richard 
demonstrated and explained the method he was using, in close 
detail the jig and how each frame was formed and cut out. 

Finally, Tom Wolf and Michael Bennett introduced their pro-
posed joint project to the meeting. They are each building a 
model of the HMT Dunera (Hired Military Transport), a ship that 
was part of a notorious piece of British/Australian history when 
this vessel transported about 1,200 prisoners of war and 
“enemy aliens” from Britain to Australia in 1940.  

A telemovie titled “The Dunera Boys” was made based on this bit of history. Most of the “enemy 
aliens” were in fact refugees from Nazi persecution and when this was established they were 
conscripted into the Australian Army and subsequently became migrants and settled. This mi-
gration is the history that interests Michael, and Tom’s late father-in-law was one of the “Boys”.  

It is hoped that Michael’s 1:600 scale and Tom’s 1:350 scale ships will be completed by 7 Sep-
tember 2015, the 75th anniversary of the arrival of the Dunera and the “Boys”. 

FUTURE PROJECTS - UPDATE 
Steve Hartigan has sent us a shot of the L'Orenoque model as it was a month ago.   

It is coming along nicely but slowly as they always 

do, but Steve has found the plans and quality of the 

cast parts to be not so good.  The rigging plans par-

ticularly seem to be rather odd and more data in 

that area would be a blessing! 

The up-scaled version sits on the bench in skeletal 

form until Steve tries to work out the vagaries of the 

smaller one.   

And don’t talk about all those small windows! 
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Modeller: Janos Nemeth 

Ordered:   22 August 1749 

Builder:   Deptford Dockyard 

Launched:  29 January 1750 

Renamed:  HMY Royal Charlotte in 1761 

Fate:   Broken up in July 1820 

General characteristics  

Class & type:  Royal yacht 

Tons burthen:  232 11/94 (bm) 

Length:   90 ft 1 in (27.46 m) (gundeck) 

   72 ft 2.5 in (22.009 m) (keel) 

Beam:   24 ft 7 in (7.49 m) 

Depth of hold:  11 ft (3.4 m) 

Sail plan:   Full rigged ship 

Armament:  8 x 4pdrs (or 10 x 3pdrs) 

   8 x ½pdr swivels 

HMY Royal Caroline was a ship-rigged royal yacht. 

She was ordered in 1749 to replace HMY Carolina 

as Britain's principal royal yacht. She was built at 

Deptford Dockyard under the supervision of Master 

Shipwright John Hollond to a design by Surveyor of 

the Navy Joseph Allin. Royal Caroline was launched 

on 29 January 1750 and commissioned that year. 

She was renamed HMY Royal Charlotte in honour 

of the occasion of transporting the Duchess Charlotte 

of Mecklenburg-Strelitz from Cuxhaven, Kiel to marry 

George III in 1761. 

Royal Charlotte continued in service until July 1820, 

when she was finally broken up after seventy years 

of service. 

(cont. p.9) 

MODEL REVIEW:   

HMY ROYAL CAROLINE (1750)  

(renamed HMY ROYAL CHARLOTTE in 1761) 
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 Janos has justifiably proudly displayed this 

model at our Club Meetings and at the 

Canberra Exhibition during 2012,  

As the photos will show, his craftsmanship 

with carvings and marquetry is without 

equal. 


