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NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of SMSC will be at 7:30pm on 

Tuesday, 4 February 2014  (1 week later than usual) 

    at the Peter Doyle Learning Centre, ANMM at Darling Harbour unless     

otherwise notified. 

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion. 

This will be our first meeting for the New Year, visitors are welcome. 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

Well, is there life after the Expo? A heck of a lot of effort went into organising it, and 

Gary and his crew (Leon, Harry and Tom) must be thanked and congratulated.  

WELL DONE, THANK YOU! 
This edition of the Mag is a bumper Christmas issue, we hope it will make pleasant reading 

and lead to discussion over the Summer break. We also hope that all our readers will get 

some inspiration to start a new model or finish off the one you have been working on. 

SEASON’S GREETINGS 

The Committee of SMSC wish all our Members and readers a 

very Merry Christmas. 

We wish that your Holiday Season be filled with the love and joy 

of your family and friends, lots of health, happiness and well 

being, and that your stockings be filled with heaps of modelling 

stuff. 



SMSC COMMITTEE (for ‘13-14) 

Your Committee members for 2013/14 are as follows, you are welcome to make 

contact for Club business at the email address indicated. 

President: 

Vice-Pres: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 

Public Officer: 

Commitee: 

 

Mike Barton 

Harry Goedings 

Peter Law  

c/- President 

Gary Renshaw 

Christine Barton (Assist. Secretary) 

Michael Bennett (Resource/Research ) 

Gordon Pusey (Webmaster) 

Tom Wolf (Newsletter Ed.) 

Richard Keyes (ANMM Liaison) 

Leon Griffiths  

president@smsc.org.au 

vicepresident@smsc.org.au 

treasurer@smsc.org.au 

 

publicofficer@smsc.org.au 

 

 

webmaster@smsc.org.au 

chatterbox@smsc.org.au 
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BOOKS FOR SALE 

The following rare and hard to find books are for private sale: 

Seventy-Four Gun 

Ships series set (4)  

by Jean Boudriot  $600 

ono 

 

Bonhomme Richard 

1779 by Jean Boudriot 

$130 ono  

 

Prisoners of War Ship Models 1775 - 1835 

by Ewart Freeston 

$70 ono 

 

Anatomy of Nelson's Ships (no dust cover) 

by C.N.Longridge $45 ono 

All enquiries to Cynthia Knapp  

Ph: 98712857 
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NOVEMBER MEETING  

FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS: 

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL BOAT EXPO 

2014: 

Members are invited to exhibit from 6 - 8 August 2014 at the Port Macquar-

ie Model Boat Expo (probably at Panthers but not yet advised). Details from Wayne Salter on 

0419 486 366 or by email to  <wayne-salter1@bigpond.com> 

NATIONAL MARITIME  FESTIVAL 

2014: 

Members are invited to exhibit on 26 January 2014 at the Festi-

val at the Newcastle Maritime Centre. Details from Erica Townsend (Event Manager) on 

4929 2588 or  0411 461 075 or by email to  <newcastle@nationalmaritimefestival.org.au> 

Members, spouses and visitors at the Club Christmas Party.  

This meeting and Party was very well attended and a good time was had by all.  

The Expo was discussed and a Committee was appointed to organise another in 2014. 

We were sorry to hear about Leon Griffiths’ ill health,  

WE WISH YOU A SPEEDY RECOVERY LEON! 

The February 2014 S&T will be at the home of Gary Renshaw at 35 King Street, Glen-

brook on Sunday, 23 February 2014 from 10:00am to 12:30pm. 

The April S&T will be at the home of Harry Goedings, date and time to be advised. 



MODEL REVIEW 

“PERSEVERANCE” 

Peter Law displayed his 

Modellers Shipyard kit 

model “Perseverance”. 

He generally complimented 

the kit and found it to be a 

nice kit to build, helped 

along by good instructions 

and a DVD. 

As it happens, Peter took 

photos during the build, we 

hope they are of help to our 

readers in making choices. 

Displayed by Peter Law at September ’13 meeting  
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Cont. p.5 
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 OCTOBER S&T 

Held at the home of Cynthia Knapp on 6th October 2013 

Report by Mike Barton, photos by Tom Wolf 

Five of us (Mark Dawson, Tom and Sandy Wolf, Robert Brown and Mike Barton) descended 

on Cynthia’s home in Carlingford on the Sunday of the long-weekend. Cynthia’s late husband 

Ian was an avid and very accomplished model maker, (tall ships, steam engines, etc).  

Mike had only known Ian and Cynthia for a short time when during afternoon tea at their 

home, he noticed all the model ships in their lounge room. It was Ian’s enthusiasm and his 

models that stimulated Mike to pursue this hobby. Ian had purchased The Schooner for 

Port Jackson and suggested that I also buy the kit and he would teach me the skills and 

tricks as we constructed the models together.  

Some of Ian’s steam engines  Horse and hay-wain 

Sadly, Ian lost his life in an abseiling canyon accident in 2007 however he had succeeded in 

inspiring  Mike to take up this art. 

Cynthia has had a purpose built  display case (3m high by 4m long with three floor to ceiling 

sliding glass doors) 

made to display 

some of Ian’s tall 

ships. The seven-

teen  models within 

this cabinet are 

placed on individu-

al glass shelves.  

These models are 

highlighted by fluo-

rescent lights that 

are recessed into 

the sides and top 

of the cabinet.  The 

lighting on the 

models really dis-

plays them at their 

best. 

Cont. p.7 
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For just over one hour we were captivated by these models. Cynthia could show us Ian’s pro-

gression of skills by comparing his latest models to the earlier ones. It was obvious that as Ian 

improved his skills, he researched and added extra rigging and detail to the kit models. 

Below and on the next pages are some of Ian’s model ships 

Friedrich Wilhelm Zu Pferde Prinz Willem 

Royal Louis bow and figurehead Royal Caroline 

Royal Louis D’Oro 

Cont. p.8 
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Endeavour Viking Long Ship 

WASA and cross section of a gunship 

Robert Brown explained to us the method of using a plug as a mould to form the hull shape 

of the ship he is constructing at present.  

Discussion then followed on the following topics: 

 why cannons that pivot (on a vertical axis) and can fire in only a 180
0 
arc, are mounted 

on a  complete ring  and not a half ring; 

 spars on yards 

 restoration work on the James Craig and Kanangra 

 Lathes 

 Men’s sheds 

 casting metal figures 

 fastening the ship to the pedestal 

 hull planking using a modified bulldog clip 

 bluff bows and position of masts. 

There was lively discussion about the EXPO and the need for Members to place models on 

display, including unfinished models which may encourage non-modellers to try their hand at 

the hobby. Cont. p.9 
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Finally, before we settled down for a cup of tea/

coffee and biscuits, Mike showed off his partly 

built Beagle and we discussed his progress. We 

look forward to seeing further development as the 

build progresses at future meetings 

Again, this was a most profitable day for all those who attended. 

Hobbyco were very generous sponsors of the SMSC Expo, donating a raffle prize. 

Our Members are advised that Hobbyco have 

a Frequent Buyers Club. which costs $11/

annum to join for Seniors or $22/annum for 

others.  

This provides a 10% DISCOUNT on all Hob-

byco products plus a flat $7.50 P&H for non 

bulky items.  

Conditions do apply. 

CORRECTION 
In Issue #10 (October 2013) of Chatterbox, Richard Keyes’ workshop was described as a  
“shed in the back yard”, we are reminded that in fact the workshop is contained in a fully lined 
brick building. We make this correction and apologise to Richard. 

We have all heard about sailors who had girlfriends (or even worse … wives) in every port. A 

wise man once said that every man should have a girl for love, companionship and sympathy 

"and preferably at three different addresses".  

Of course, if you are a modeller, having a fourth girl whose place was big enough to store 

models would be a bonus. 
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CANBERRA SHOW: SEPTEMBER ‘13 
Report by Gary Renshaw 

It was the weekend of the 21 & 22 Septem-

ber when the Canberra Model Shipwrights 

Society held their annual model exhibition. 

Spring is always a lovely time of year to visit 

our national capital with the magnificent dis-

play of spring blooms at Floriade as an add-

ed bonus. 

It was a special exhibition this year as it was the 

Centenary of Canberra and the 25
th
 anniversary 

of the club’s formation. The help mark these oc-

casions the club held this year’s exhibition at the 

Belconnen Arts Centre on the shores of Lake 

Ginninderra which provided a beautiful setting 

for the exhibition. 

As is always the case with the society’s exhibitions there were a very wide range of over 100 

model ships on display with exhibits from 

the Canberra Model Shipwright Society, 

Task Force 72, ACT Model Boats and the 

ACT Scale Modellers’ Boat Society. Over 

the weekend some 500 members of the 

public attended to browse around the 

models and interact with the model exhibi-

tors. As always the exhibitors present 

were happy to engage with the public and 

answer any questions on their particular 

model and to encourage the young, and 

not so young to take up the craft of model 

ship building. 

Once again the 

Canberra Model 

Shipwrights Soci-

ety have set the 

benchmark for a 

model ship exhi-

bition. 
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 SMSC EXPO 2013 

WOW!! The Club’s very first Expo has now been and gone, it was held at the 

Penrith RSL Club over the weekend of 2-3 November 2013. We are pleased that 

all the comments are positive and that it has been decided that we will again hold 

an Expo next year, so start building that special model that will win! 

Gary Renshaw (with his team of Harry 

Goedings, Leon Griffiths and Tom Wolf) all 

put in a lot of effort, and it showed on the day.  

We had over 60 exhibits from 19 modellers 

(including modellers visiting from other Clubs), 

and there were 2 prizes on offer.  

We had nearly 200 visitors over the weekend. 

The People’s Choice Award was won by Max 

Bettridge with his imaginative diorama model 

of Royal William, the Award was presented by 

Leon Griffiths who donated the Award as a 

permanent prize to be presented in this and all 

our future SMSC competitions. Max was a visit-

ing entrant, being a member of the Canberra 

Club, and enjoyed our hospitality so much that 

he joined SMSC during the Expo! In the counting of the votes, Max’s entry just beat out Kevin 

Hudson’s entries HMS Beagle and HMS Victory, both of which were also very impressive. 

The Encouragement Award was a difficult decision for the 

judges as there were so many excellent entries, but after de-

liberations it was decided that Peter Law be awarded the 

prize of 2 books (donated by Modellers Shipyard) for his mod-

el of the Astrolabe. 

We thank our sponsors who donated raffle and other prizes, 

namely Modellers Shipyard, Hobbyco and Abandonna 

Hobbies (whose display of laser-cut paper models impressed 

even the most ardent timber modeller). We also thank the 

Penrith RSL Club for making us feel at home all weekend. 

Our Members in their very distinctive shirts presented a very 

friendly atmosphere and the interest created among the visi-

tors will, we believe, bring about an increase in the Club’s 

membership and start some new people off in the pursuit of 

modelling as a hobby. 

A great time had by exhibitors and visitors alike! 


