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The next meeting of SMSC will be at 7:00pm on  

Tuesday, 23 September 2014  at the Peter Doyle Learning 

Centre, ANMM at Darling Harbour unless otherwise notified. 

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion. 

VOTE OF THANKS  
We wish to thank the outgoing office bearers and committee 

members for all the work they carried out with distinction in 

2013/2014. 

We also congratulate all our Members who have agreed to carry out the 

tasks and responsibilities as office bearers and committee members of the 

Club for the current year.  

As the AGM was held after the closing of this issue due to your Editor go-

ing for holidays, we cannot list these Members in this Chatterbox, but we 

will make sure that this is rectified in the next issue. 

The August S&T will be held at the home of  Leon Griffiths 

at  44 Hope Street, Penrith on 

Sunday, 17 August 2014 from 10:00am to 12:00 noon 

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion  

AUGUST WEEKEND S&T 

NEXT CLUB MEETING 



NEW WEBPAGE! 
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Members who attended last year’s EXPO will 
recall the fantastic Club shirts worn by many 

Members.  

Unfortunately we did not have everybody’s sizes and 
so some missed out.  

If you wish to purchase one or more Club shirts at the 
price of $35 each, contact Gary (0418 206 220) to or-
der your shirt, sizes available go from S up to 5XL 

SMSC EXPO 2014 

The 2014 EXPO venue is booked, all it needs now is your support.  

It is to be held at Souths Juniors, Anzac Pde, Kingsford  

on Sat-Sun, 8-9 November 2014 

 Members may wish to complete those long awaited unfinished projects so they 

can be displayed at the EXPO. This year we have again invited Members of other 

Clubs to participate, our available floor space is more than double of last year’s. 

The Expo is open for all to enter ship/boat models of any kind and era as well as 

any other items of maritime interest (eg. steam engines, naval guns etc.)  

Once again, we remind everyone that models of all standards are invited and en-

couraged, so there is no need to be shy. 

The sub-Committee is hard at work to organise what we again expect to be a fan-

tastic event, more details to follow as they become available. For expressions of 

interest please contact Michael Bennett at mbennett@jacksonteece.com 

SMSC CLUB SHIRTS 

Next time you visit the Club’s Webpage at www.smsc.org.au you will notice a 

totally new Webpage designed and maintained for us by Stralia Web. 

Shortly, as a Member you will be able to access a Members Only area where 

(among other things) there will be a Forum where you can ask questions or for help from your 

fellow Members.  

For the moment it is in its foundling stage, so bear with us a little longer. 

On behalf of all the Members of SMSC, a special thanks goes out to Gordon Pusey who has 

been our Webmaster for the past 2 years. 



- 3 - 

MAY 2014 S&T 
A relatively small number of Members attended the Peter Doyle Room at 

ANMM for the May meeting, but the presentations were fantastic and a great 

learning experience.. 

 

Tom Wolf presented his progress on building “HMT DUNERA” (HMT is for “Hired Military 

Transport” and not “His Majesty’s” anything!) This model is being built 1:350 and is being built 

in liaison with Michael Bennett who is building a model of the same ship 1:600 (although 

Michael’s model is a waterline model and Tom is building a full model). 

The build is from general plans obtained by 

Michael, but Tom’s experience so far has not 

been a pleasant one. He has never built 

“bread and butter” let alone a modern (ie not 

period) ship with twin propellers, and the plans 

are incomplete at the stern end as to contours. 

It is proposed to cover the existing balsa/plywood construction 

with an eggshell covering of epoxy mix to create a smooth and 

sturdy finish to be painted. The project is at the stage where 

walkways and promenade decks are to be added. 

Tom hopes to finish the hull and superstructure by end of the 

year and to finish the project by September 2015, the 75th anni-

versary of the arrival to Australia of the “Dunera Boys”, a group 

of “friendly aliens” mistakenly declared as “enemy” during WW2 

and deported to Australia from Britain as prisoners on this military transport ship. Previously, 

the Dunera had been used in the convoys in February and April 1940 to transport Australian 

and New Zealand troops to the Middle East, and subsequently she carried troops to Japan as 

part of the occupation force in 1945, and to Korea during that War. 

Interestingly, before the outbreak of WW2 she was painted white with a green stripe and with a 

buff funnel like all British military transports, but the exact colours 

later when it was too dangerous for the ship to “advertise” that it 

was carrying troops with enemy submarines about are not known 

to either Michael or Tom who agree from the available photos that 

the hull was black and the funnel remained buff, but they cannot 

agree on the colour of the superstructure. Tom also suspects that 

for her safety some form of false or artificial superstructure would 

have been erected to try to hide her identity and silhouette, and 

confuse the enemy when at sea, but there are no records.  

After a rebuild in 1954 she continued troop carrying duties and 

subsequently was used as a cruise ship for British schoolchildren 

until 1965 when she was broken up. 
(cont. p. 4) 
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Richard Keyes displayed a model of 

“SNAGG”, his family’s first boat.  

It was an old weather beaten carvel 
build stinkpot which Richard and his wife 
Keitha bought for a song when they 
were first married. For several years, it 
was moored in Sydney’s Five Dock 
Bay.   

This model is a very romanticised version  of  that boat 
which still reflects the  basic shape. It was made as a pro-
ject to try out a different method of making a hull from 
Richard’s usual practice, he first made a wooden mould or 
plug over which he formed  the ribs and floor bearers.   

Over these, Richard applied the hull planking and the keel 
to form the hull which was then removed from the plug. 
This is a good way to make wooden ships/boats as it al-
lows for the whole interior of the hull to be open.  The rest 
was a simple matter of making up the various  parts of the 
cabin and superstructure, the model was then given many 
spray coats of polyurethane varnish.  

It was originally mounted on a clear perspex "sea" with waves etched onto it  which did not look 
very good so Richard added some surface waves formed with spackle and painted with a mix 
of green and blue. In its third life it  might get some coats of gloss varnish to add a bit of "life" to 
the surface of the water.    

In the same manner that the real boat was moored, Richard placed  a railway wheel on the har-
bour floor with a chain and buoy attached,  finishing up with a rope from the buoy  to the fore 
deck.  Just for  fun, Richard made a  small boat which is tied  to the stern with a label on the 
base identifying it as "Snagg's tender behind".  Making this model  was a fun project which cap-
tures the essential appearance  of the family’s first boat. 

(cont. p. 5) 
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As reported in earlier issues, our master carver Janos Nemeth 

has been working on the stern section and the figurehead of 

“HMS BRITANNIA” since late last year. Over the short time the 

Club has existed, all our Members have marvelled at the intri-

cate carvings created by Janos Nemeth, without doubt the best 

master of this craft in our Club who can take his place with the 

best model carvers anywhere. 

Although he normally carves figureheads, this time Janos decid-

ed to build/carve a model of the intricate aft sliver (stern decora-

tion) and also to carve the figurehead of HMS Britannia (as in 

1719) on a common baseboard. 

 

 

Six ships and a shore establishment of 

the Royal Navy have borne the name 

HMS Britannia, after Britannia, the god-

dess and personification of Great Brit-

ain.  HMS Britannia (1682) was a 100-

gun first rate ship of the line built at 

Chatham Dockyard and launched in 

1682, rebuilt in 1719 and broken up in 

1749. 

In 1715, Britannia was ordered to be taken to pieces and rebuilt at Woolwich Dockyard, from 

where she relaunched on 30 October 1719, again 

as a 100-gun first rate. Janos’  Britannia repre-

sents the original after her 1719 rebuild. 

Janos had previously displayed the tafferel (about 

12cm long, being the decorated stern section 

above the transom)  much to the delight of all who 

attended who were all fascinated by the intricate 

carvings.  

Janos has provided a photos of the development 

of the tafferel.  

(cont. p.6) 
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As at the S&T, the gallion figure (figurehead) of 

Britannia is finished but there are still a few 

missing carvings on the tafferel (across the bot-

tom), but Janos intends to complete these be-

fore he travels overseas in the near future. 

(cont. p.7) 
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Michael Bennett brought two of the 
models he is currently constructing. 

“EDINBURGH CASTLE”, which has 
made multiple appearances at S&T ses-
sions, now has many of its deck fittings 
and railings installed.   

In homage to Donald McNarry’s 1:600 
model of her sister ship Stirling Castle 
(which had always inspired Michael), 
his 1:1200 model also includes a beach 
ball in the swimming pool.   

It was difficult to find a beach ball at this 
scale, but finally Small Parts and Bear-

ings (a Perth firm who specialise in all sort of high pre-
cision components for one off research and prototype 
equipment) were able to supply 0.01mm diameter ball 
bearings at 20c each (so Michael got a few extras) 
which look OK when painted bright yellow and glued 
into position.   

They were very helpful even with such a small order, 
and were amused at their final use.  They also stock 
very small nuts and bolts as well as all sorts of other 
goodies if you are ever interested.  

 

No attempt has been made to paint stripes on 
the ball in the pool (see photo above). 



Michael’s second model, 
which is part of the 
“Immigration to Australia” 
project, is a little STEAM 
TRAMP ship of 1912, the 
Apsley Hall    

Tramp ships had accom-
modation for up to 12 
passengers, and they 
brought many adven-
turous souls to Australia. 
Michael had always wanted to model her ever since the 1960’s when he found a very good set 
of drawings of it in an issue of Model Boats which 
he had subscribed to as a schoolboy (Michael start-
ed miniature ship modelling at the age of 10 using 
scale of 1:2400!). She will be modelled as at a hy-
pothetical visit to Sydney before the start of the 
First World War,  with a model of the Sydney Ferry 
Lady Denman in her early, steam powered guise, 
nearby.  His diorama of Orontes shows that same 
ferry as she was in 1929, when she had been con-
verted to diesel power, and painted green, which 
should make for an interesting comparison when 
they are placed side by side. 

David Payne, who is the naval architect that heads 
the restoration team for the real ships at the ANMN, 
has done a beautiful set of drawings of the Lady 
Denman in both guises, which are a great basis for 
authentic models.  

 

Mike Barton brought along his partially completed Mamoli model of the “HMS BEAGLE”.  At 

the previous S & T, Mike was given information and hints on planking the hull of this craft. This 

bluff bow style has caused him difficulty in the past with other models and he is trying to pro-

duce a better result with this craft.  

Again Mike was given ideas on different shaping, 

bending and fastening techniques. It is now a mat-

ter of deciding on which method he thinks he is ca-

pable of doing well. Luckily the lower section of the 

hull will be painted white and this may have to hide 

any lack of craftsmanship. 

- 8- 
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JUNE 2014 S&T 
We gathered at Mike Barton’s home for this meeting, and as usual we were en-

thralled by the models brought along as well as the discussions that took place. 

The following summarise the displays and discussion: 

Richard Keyes brought along a “Chinese 

junk”, a scratch built model using the tem-

plates from the Amati kit of a Pirate Junk. 

Richard recently finished the Amati junk 

model and was pleased with it and decided  

to make another one as the first one was 

promised to a charity auction.  

There was nothing in the kit which could not be 

easily reproduced for a scratch built model.  

A few changes were made in the superstructure. 

The suspect boarding platforms were eliminated 

and the aft deck was extended  all the way to the 

stern forming  balconies. Also, he made a typical 

junk type bow in place of the square platform in the 

kit.  

The Amati kit instructions are very basic so even 

though this is a fairly simple model, it is probably 

not suited to any one who does not have a few 

models under his belt which would aid him in filling 

in the gaps in the kit instructions.  

This model will have a red main sail and the sails 

will probably be placed on alternate sides of the yards as shown in the kit as there is some 

precedence for this on the Yangtze River 

junks.  

Such an arrangement would mean that at 

least one sail would always be drawing re-

gardless of the direction of the wind (this ar-

rangement was questioned at a previous 

meeting when we looked at Kevin Hudson’s 

model).  

Richard  left off the cannons  included in the 

kit as they didn’t look particularly  good and 

didn’t strike him as being authentic. 

(cont. p. 10) 
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Mario Nolasco displayed his “Tartane” of 

1863, (San Remo) . 

Mario used plans and information from Fran-

co Fisore Monographie of La Gemma (the 

ANCRE Edition) . 

The Tartane was a small ship use for Coast 

Tradong in the Mediterranean.normally car-

rying a crew of four. Sometimes used as 

fishing boat as well. 

The discussion went on to whether the ex-

cellent internal work done by Mario should 

be covered by a fixed decking or whether 

some form of at least a partial removable 

deck would enhance the model. The excel-

lence of the work can be seen in the photos 

(we hope). 

Mario did comment on how much he enjoyed 

working at a scale of 1:36 rather than 1:48 

that he had previously modelled.  

Certainly the finish that he has been able to 

achieve is a testament to his technique and 

skills. 

 

(cont. p. 11) 
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Mike Barton once more displayed his “HMS Beagle” and the most recent works he has com-

pleted (the second layer of the hull planking), and at the same time he sought both encour-

agement as to his hull planking technique and as to the way to carry out the deck planking. 

Fitting of tapered deck plank ends to the bow. 
Seeing the zigzag pattern of the deck planks at the bow of a model has always intrigued Mike 

and as an amateur ship builder he have never attempted this process.  At the S & T on the 

21
st
 June the process was explained to him and although he has not tried it, Mike is confident 

that he is capable of doing it.  

The actual process is termed 

“joggling” and is shown in this 

photo: 

 “nibbling” or “margin” plank 

 

 outer edge of nibbling plank 

 

 deck planks 

 

 

1. Shape the outer edge of the nibbling plank to the arc required. Because this plank is slightly 
 curved it can be made  from a number of smaller lengths. 
2. Glue in the nibbling plank. Only glue the outer edge. 
3. Taper the ends of the deck planks remembering that the sharp end cannot be narrower 
 than 1/3 the width of that  plank, therefore it ends at 90

0
, not a point. 

4. Place this plank in position with the tapered end sitting on the nibbling plank. 
5. With a sharp knife, trace the outline of the tapered end on the nibbling plank. 
6. Remove the deck plank and cut 
 out  the traced shape on the 
 nibbling plank. 
7. Attach  the deck  plank  back in 
 position. 
 
Mike has no doubt that once started, 
he will realise there are other points 
that he should have mentioned here, 
however he hope this provides a 
good foundation for the process. 
 
The photo to the right shows Mike’s 

attempt at a similar process on the 

hull of the ship as he has carried out 

on the “Beagle”. 

(cont. p.12) 
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Michael Bennett brought along “Edinburgh 

Castle” to show his further progress since the 

May meeting. We had an opportunity to again 

view this fantastic miniature.  

Michael has also started working on the tugboat 

that will form part of the diorama which will depict 

the Edinburgh Castle coming into Cape Town, a 

scene that he recalls from his childhood when his 

family migrated from Britain on the Edinburgh 

Castle.  

The advantage of these weekend S&T’s 

is that there is time to spend on discus-

sions and close inspections of models. 

Here Richard Keyes casts his eye over 

this most impressive model.. 
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AMSTERDAM’S RIJKSMUSEUM 
Report by Tom Wolf 

More famous for Rembrandt’s “Night Watch” housed in the Museum for which every visitor to 

Amsterdam lines up to view, the Rijsmuseum is also the home to incredible model ships, in 

particular the model of the William Rex (1698). 

Made of wood, the model stands 410cm high and it shows the appearance of a Dutch warship 

in the late 17th century.  

The model was made at the dockyards of Vlissingen (Flushing), where real warships were also 

built, the real warships would have been more than twelve times larger than this model.  

This ship has 74 guns. The model was displayed in the council chamber of the Admiralty of 

Zeeland in Middelburg before it went on exhibit at the Museum. 

I hope to visit this Museum on my forthcoming overseas trip, and I also hope to visit some mar-

itime museums and exhibits in the Baltics.  

I will report on my return, but in the meantime I thought I would whet your appetites with some 

photos taken by a friend of the William Rex: 
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A VISIT TO THE HUBERTUS CLUB 
Report by Tom Wolf 

In late May, the Hubertus Model Boat Club had a weekend 

Exhibition of displays and activities at Luddenham, one of 

Sydney’s outer suburbs (we’ll have to get used to going 

there because it is right next to Badgery’s Creek, the site of 

our future airport). 

The Exhibition was split between activities on the lake for 

radio control boats and an indoor exhibition for  displays. 

I must say that I spent nearly an hour viewing the radio con-

trol activities before I was informed that the rest of the dis-

play was indoors and by that time I could only do a cursory visit indoors, but I thought that the 

outdoor activity was lots of fun, particularly the racing sailboats. 

The scenery is most restful, the silence broken only by the occasional? protest and claim for 

right of way. 

(cont. p.15) 
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Apart from the use of the lake, the Club also has very civi-

lised facilities with shaded areas where all sorts of model 

craft are prepared and launched. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL 

BOAT EXPO 2014: 
Members are reminded that, if they wish to exhibit at the Port Macquarie Model Boat 

Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers from 8 - 10 August 2014, they should contact  Wayne 

Salter on 0419 486 366 or by email to  <wayne-salter1@bigpond.com> 

Clubs and organisations with whom SMSC has a reciprocal relationship are 

welcome to notify our Members of their events on this page 

CANBERRA EXPO 2014: 
The Canberra Expo this year will be held at the Mount Rogers School 

on the weekend of 20 - 21 September 2014. 


