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ISSUE # 19 APRIL 2015  

The April S&T (our first weekend S&T for 2015) will be held at 

the home of  Gary Renshaw  

at 35 King Street, Glenbrook  

on Saturday, 18th April 2015 from 10:00am to 12:30pm (Ph: 0418 206 220) 

APRIL WEEKEND S&T  

The first details of this year’s Expo have been revealed, it will 

take place on the weekend of: 

August 28—29, at Georges River 16ft Sailing Club  

More details to follow, all enquiries should be to Michael Bennett on 

0411 545 770 

Get ready for another great show!! 

2015  SMSC  EXPO 

(“THE ENDEAVOUR GROUP”) 

NEXT SMSC MEETING 
The next meeting of SMSC will be at 7:00pm on 

Tuesday, 26 May 2015 

    at Granville RSL Club, Memorial Drive, Granville unless otherwise 

notified. (Please note: NOT ANMM or Wharf 7 !!) 

off Parramatta Rd at Bold Street, drive across the bridge and turn left at the 

lights, that is Memorial Drive.  Club is on the right !! 

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion. 
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SMSC COMMITTEE (for ‘14-15) 

Your Committee members for 2014/15 are as follows, you are welcome to make 

contact for Club business at the email address indicated. 

HAPPENINGS AT YOUR CLUB 

At a recent meeting of the Executive of SMSC, the following issues were dis-

cussed and resolved:. 

1. After meeting the commitments and expenses of EXPO 2014, the Club has sufficient 

funds to meet any fresh commitments until further membership fees are due and paid 

at the AGM at our July meeting. 

2. It was resolved, that commencing forthwith, the fees payable for annual membership 

will be for a full 12 month period from the date of the payment being made. For existing 

members, renewal will commence upon the expiry of the previous years subscription 

regardless of when the fees were paid. 

3. Our Club was offered 2 books from David Davis (and we thank him for his generosity: 

 “The Elements of Practical Rigging” and “Seamanship” by David Steel. The books 

 are  copies No. 66 of 500 reprinted in 1978. 

 These books were given to Mr Davis by his aunt, Margaret Maclurcan some years ago, 

 they were bought by her late husband, Donald who, in retirement, built about 10 or so 

 ships models and used the books for reference. 

 It was resolved to keep the books as the beginning of a library (Leon Grffiths is to be 

 custodian) on condition that if the Club dissolves both the books will be given to the 

 Australian National Maritime Museum. If you wish to access the books, contact Leon. 

4. The May and September executive meetings and S & T’s are to be held in the  

 Parramatta/ Wentworthville area (see notice of meeting on front page). 
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KEVIN’S “ROCKET” 

This superb model of 

Robert Stevenson’s 

“Rocket” was dis-

cussed at the Septem-

ber S&T and reported 

in the December 

“Chatterbox”.  

Most of us are familiar 

with Kevin Hudson’s 

style of modelling and 

the precision of his 

models for accuracy in 

all respects and we 

look forward to actually 

seeing the model being 

displayed at one of our 

future S&T’s or Expo. 

Just when we thought that the model was complete, Kevin has submitted a report that he is 

making a “MAN” for the model, this is to be the driver of the locomotive. Obviously the driver 

has to hold onto his hat to stop it being blown off by the sheer speed of the “Rocket”..  

Anyway, this is what the “MAN” looks like: 
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cont. p.6 

FEBRUARY 2015 S&T at Wharf 7 

As usual, the first meeting for the year was deferred until February to avoid 

the holidays, the meeting was very successful with 10 Members and visitors 

attending, 

Richard Keyes presented his Billing Boats 1:72 scale model of ST ROCH which is labelled as 

suitable for the “advanced beginner”.  Richard reported however that it would require a fair bit 

of marine knowledge to fill in the missing information in the Instructions, several major fea-

tures and building sequences are not explained or even illustrated.   

But aside from poor instructions, this kit seems to be adequate for making this ship, a Royal 

Canadian Mounted Police schooner,  which was the first ship to travel  both ways through the 

North-West passage.  

In 1940 it sailed from west to east and then in 1943/44 it travelled between Vancouver and 

Halifax, this time from the Atlantic to the Pacific.  

St Roch was built in 1928 and is currently on display in Vancouver.  Its deck beams are made 

of Australian iron bark for strength to withstand pressure form the ice.  

The kit is unusual in that it is assembled in two halves which are then glued together once the 

bulkhead frames are in place. 
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cont. p.7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Law presented his Corel kit of HMS BELLONA, his most ambitious model attempt yet 
and his first acquaintance with Corel. 

While it is early days, Peter has no serious complaints about the kit itself, he has found the 
materials good to work with and the supply of timbers generous. 

The instructions are detailed and precise but do require constant cross reference to the parts 
list and to the large number of plans.  Peter found photocopying and enlarging a section of 
the instructions as a separate sheet was very helpful (Corel's constant use of the semi-colon 
and convoluted sentence construction is quaint and refreshing). 

The stern of this ship is quite detailed but so far so good. 

Peter had issues to discuss at the S&T and with the combined efforts of the Members he 
was able to resolve the issues, Peter thanks everyone attending for their helpful comments. 

Peter found, tucked underneath the forecastle-deck (see photo) is a wall of brass etchings of 
doors and windows which he failed to paint before fixing them in.  Painting them in situ is not 
a problem but thinking of a way to remove paint to highlight the raised areas is causing Peter 
some angst, if anyone has a suggestion, please email Peter at plaw7@bigpond.com.au  . 

 



- 7 - 

cont. p.8 

(HMS Bellona cont.) 
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cont. p.9 

David Lendrum presented his “work in progress” on HMS SURPRISE, a scratch build model. 

David explained how he utilised the plans to create the frame for the model, and we saw the 
progress made. 

We were delighted to see Members and visitors who have not attended any meetings previ-
ously (or not too many) and we were happy to assist them with their issues. The particular 
problem that was raised by new Member Alan Bideleux in building the “Newsagent” kit of THE 

SOVEREIGN OF THE SEAS (and by Ralph Hannaford with a similar problem) . 

As we know,  these kits are sold by weekly instalments, each instalment has some instruc-
tions and the parts required to complete one particular task.  

Apart from the fact that this is a very expensive introduction to the world of model shipbuilding 
(a kit model can cost a total of as much as $1,800 to $2,000), unless the modeller allows him-
self to fall behind in building the instalments, a relatively easy element can become part-built 
and often the builder may lose interest while waiting for the next instalment (or worse go 
ahead without instructions and spoil the build, maybe irretrievably). 

We reassured all the modellers that it may be cheaper to buy a complete kit (if you can afford 
the money for the cost all at once) and then fall back on fellow Members for advice if required. 
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Finally, Mike Barton presented his ongoing build of HMS 

BEAGLE. Due to the festive season, not a lot of progress 

has been made.  

The columns at the rear of the deck, and the square 

frames for the belay pin racks have all been reinforced with 

small nails when fastened to the deck.  

Holes were drilled in the vertical members and nails were 

inserted about half way.  

The heads were cut off and the members were forced onto 

the deck to mark the positions before drilling and gluing the 

components in place.  

The rear hand rails are now ready to be fastened onto the 

columns 

Tips and Tricks - Models with Bulkhead Frame Horns 

Some models have bulkhead frames that rise above the deck level. These are called the bulk-

head horns. If your model has bulkhead frame horns you will first need to fit the false deck be-

fore starting your planking. Fitting the false deck will add strength to the whole hull. 

You will start to plank the hull at or near the deck level. However, once you have finished 

planking the hull below the deck you will need to plank above the deck line over the horns. 

You will need to remove the horns later to plank the deck fully so it is important to ensure that 

as you plank over the horns the planks are not glued to the horns. To ensure this you will 

need to place sticky tape over the horns.  

Also, as you plank up the horns make sure you apply glue to the side edge of the planks. 

When the whole hull is fully planked you will use a razor saw pushed flush with the false deck 

to remove the horns. You can then prepare the false deck for planking.  

For more tips and tricks you can purchase the 104 page - Complete Beginners Guide to 

Model Ship Building 



- 10 - 

 “L’Orenoque“   

- report by Steve Hartigan 

This report was provided by Steve Hartigan a former 

Member of SMSC. We reported in Chatterbox (issue #7 

April 2013) that Steve was building an up-scaled ver-

sion of the standard Mamoli 1:100 kit and that he 

agreed to continue with updates and photos as the 

build progresses. Steve reports that the build had not 

progressed a great deal since June of 2013 having 

been put aside while he finished off a couple of other 

kits.  Since the photos were taken the spars and rigging 

have been added and he is now building the boarding 

ladders, then he will rig and hang the boats.  Still a bit of work ahead. 

The larger model is of the 

same ship as the Mamoli kit 

though 50% bigger and has 

presented some challenges 

with building and shaping 

the hull and that is nearing 

completion.  Steve shall fin-

ish the smaller first and then 

it will be an excellent tem-

plate for the larger model.  It 

will end up nearly two me-

ters long and in about three 

or so years he shall face the 

problem of where does he 

put it!   

Steve has previously completed a cross section of the USS Constitution to 1:48 scale and found the 

work enjoyable. It now takes up a section of wall in hisstudy! (see article in Chatterbox issue #4 Octo-

ber 2012). 

The biggest challenge for the L'Orenoque will be building the larger paddle wheels but lots of other 

bits to go before Steve faces that hurdle!  Eyes are always peeled for material that will fit the bill there 

and any suggestions are always welcome!  There is also a fair bit of fancy carved work to be done but 

Steve fears that less than the paddle wheels!  The most boring part will be making all the windows 

and doors for the model.  

The answer to the question of why build one so large is ........................... ha, ha!  Yeah good question!   

Steve promises that when the rigging is tidied up and the boats hung etc. he shall send a couple of 

close ups of the smaller L'Orenoque.   
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HALIFAX work in progress by Kevin Hudson 

Over the years we have all seen the precise work-

manship by Kevin, this time he has created an 

even bigger challenge: 

 Precision in miniature! 

At this stage we do not have a complete report 

(but knowing Kevin we can be certain that we will 

get a fantastic presentation in due course), howev-

er the photos supplied will be sufficient to whet the 

appetite of any modeller. The ruler next to the ob-

ject show the size and dimensions! 
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HMS SIRIUS by Modellers Shipyard 

A sneak preview of the kit model about to be released: 
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OUR CARVER IS AT IT AGAIN! 
Just goes to prove  … if you don’t want your work to be published, don’t put it on Facebook for 

everyone to see!! Janos Nemeth has been at it, carving and sculpting for his Royal Caroline. 

Since winning the People’s Choice Award at the 2014 EPO, Janos has worked on the figure-

head for his galleon which is now complete and fully gilded with gold dust! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, he has also completed 2 other sculptures, namely the 'Surprise' figurehead and 

'Vulture'  
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 

ILLAWARRA SPORTS STADIUM: 
Members are informed that there will be a model ship display at this venue on 3rd and 

4th May 2015, if anybody wishes to participate, please contact Peter Hately 

<hpeter@webone.com.au>  

Members may wish to participate at: 

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL 

BOAT EXPO 2015: 
Members are invited to exhibit from 10-12 July 2015 at the Port Macquarie Model Boat 

Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers. Details from Wayne Salter on 0419 486 366 or by 

email to  <wayne-salter1@bigpond.com> 

CANBERRA EXPO 2015: 

Our more observant readers will have noticed that I have referred to the forthcom-

ing weekend S&T as a meeting of the “ENDEAVOUR GROUP”.  This is to avoid 

any confusion with the S&T at our bi-monthly meetings and to encourage those 

that cannot make the week-night meetings to feel that they can come along to the 

weekend events. 

This idea is not mine, I have borrowed it from Don Dresser, our Honourary Member , who us-

es this “division” for the Ship Modellers Association (California, USA)  newsletter which is 

generously provided to us each month and appears to work very well for that Club, I trust that 

he does not mind. 

As always, the purpose of these meetings is to help our fellow modellers, keep in mind that 

your problem, big or small, with the model you are now building (or the model you are plan-

ning to build), is most likely to have been encountered by another Member or Members who 

can give advice as to how they solved (or failed to solve) the problem. The meeting is open 

to Members and non-members alike. 

This Group will continue to meet during the year’s even months (that is, in April, June, Au-

gust and October) at a Member’s home, if you would like to host an event please let us know. 

You provide the venue, all refreshments are provided by SMSC. 

 

EDITORIAL 

will be held on the weekend of the 19-20 September 2015 at the Mount 

Rogers School , Alfred Hill Drive , Melba ACT . Saturday will be 1000 to 

1700 and Sunday  1000-1530. 


