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ISSUE # 29 DECEMBER 2016 

 The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 6 December 2016  at 

7:30pm at the Peter Doyle Learning Centre (in the main National 

Maritime Museum building) at Darling Harbour (NOT WHARF 7)!  

This will also be our Christmas Party, please bring a small plate of things 

to eat and a drink (non-alcoholic).  

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion, and 

to invite their partners for some Christmas cheer. 

********************************************************* 

The next meeting of SMSC after that will be on Tuesday, 7 February 2017  

at 7:30pm at the Granville RSL Club, Memorial Drive, Granville unless oth-

erwise notified  (we hope the Bistro renovations will be finished) 

NEXT CLUB MEETINGS 

SEASON’S 

GREETINGS 

The Committee of SMSC wish all our 

Members and readers a very Merry 

Christmas and a happy New Year. 

 

We wish that your Holiday Season be 

filled with the love and joy of your family 

and friends, lots of health, happiness 

prosperity and well being, and that your 

stockings be filled with heaps of great 

modelling stuff. 
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REQUIRE: 

MARK YOUR DIARIES NOW!! 

SMSC EXPO 2017 
will be held at the Georges River 16ft 

Sailing Club on 

26 and 27 August 2017 
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Welcome to a special “bumper edition” for your Summer entertainment and reading 

pleasure. I thank all contributors for making it possible. 

Another year has just flown by and with the years getting shorter and shorter as I get 

older (I’m sure many of you have experienced this phenomenon as well) I have discovered that 

model building has “saved my retirement”. 

Many of my friends have retired from work and then found they had nothing to do and were 

bored into a form of depression, I find that my days are so busy I never seem to finish all the 

tasks I have set out to do. As well as not having the time to mope around, I also find myself 

mentally stimulated with the incredible challenges that model building brings about. 

I hope this year has been good for all our Members, that you have filled your day with joy, and 

happiness and on behalf of my family and myself I wish you all much more of the same, along 

with good health for the New Year. 
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MEmbership begins with ME 
The headline above is not a misprint; the word  “membership” does begin with 

these two simple letters “ME” and all member should promote the Club.  

The continued growth of any club relies on the members promoting and en-

couraging new membership all the time and each of us needs to now seek out 

new members to ensure the growth and continuation of SMSC.  

We are not alone in this, ask any of the other model building clubs and they will all tell you the 

same thing “OUR MEMBERS ARE PREDOMINANTLY SENIORS!”  

At the last Committee meeting it was suggested that we should work hard to increase our mem-

bership base and to develop a strategy to find the reason for members falling away.   

Sometimes we know the reason – old age, illness, relocation to another planet or maybe just a 

general dissatisfaction with the club’s activities, but whatever is the reason, we would like to 

know why. What would be most disturbing is if anyone left the Club for lack of support. 

Possibly due to oversight some of our long-term Members have not renewed their mem-

bership and we invite them to renew, even at this late stage in the year. 

At this time, please contemplate what it is that you like about our hobby and how membership 

to SMSC has relevance to YOU because that is the feature that is needed to sell to people if 

we are going to successfully recruit new members (and retain existing members).  

The Committee would welcome your feedback and has appointed Alan Bideleux (myself) as 

Membership and Members’ Welfare Officer. 

Cheers,  

 

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 



PRESIDENT’S X-MAS BLOG 
2016 has once again proved to be an excellent year for our Club with our annual 

EXPO at St George Sailing Club being another success.   

This is an important time to reflect on not only what we have done but on the people that make 

it happen. To that end, I would like to pay my thanks to the following for their enormous contri-

butions this year;  Anelia and Michael Bennett, Ralph Hannaford and Alan Bideleux (the EXPO 

’16 organising committee);   

To our major sponsor, the Australian National Maritime Museum, we are extremely grateful for  

your ongoing financial support of our Club, in addition to our other sponsors Gary Renshaw of 

Modellers Shipyard who has been with us since our first meeting and a new sponsor, Bergs 

Hobbies.  Once again, sincere thanks for your ongoing support.   

Secretary Mike Barton, many thanks for keeping us up to speed with your minutes.  

Tom Wolf, our ‘Chatterbox’ editor continues to do an unbelievable  job in creating a wonderful 

publication.  Perhaps journalism was a missed vocation!  Many thanks Tom and we look for-

ward to your 2017 editions.   

I must also single out for special mention, Alan Bideleux who has taken on the new position of 

Membership/Welfare Officer.  Alan has worked overtime cementing relationships with external 

organisations within and outside the modelling community to enhance our club and the hobby 

and has some great ideas that the Committee will be looking at for 2017. His organising skills 

saw us in attendance at a number of fairs throughout the year but we need members on board 

to share the load for attendance and assistance at these venues that promote our Club and 

hobby. 

For those who have given the time and their homes for “Endeavour Group” functions, a big 

thank you and to members generally who are regulars at our meetings and “show and tell’, my 

thanks.   

Our meetings have minimal administrative formality with a focus on the enjoyment of seeing 

what others are building/having problems or issues with and/or learning new skills and tricks.  

If you haven’t been before, come along and you will surely derive benefit in your ship building 

from attending.   

The Club was invited to exhibit at the inaugural “Back-up for Life Expo’” at Rosehill Race-

course on the 28 October.  This is a NSW Police Force initiative providing retiring officers tran-

sitioning into civilian life with information as to services, groups and hobbies that would  assist 

them. We participated with 4 Members and their models and we see this as an excellent op-

portunity to promote the Club and the hobby. We made many valuable contacts. 

Finally, I would like to wish every member and their families a happy and healthy Christmas 

and New year and look forward to seeing more of you at meetings and functions in 2017.  

Happy modelling!! 
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SMSC Meeting and S&T -  October 4, 
2016 at Granville RSL Club 

Report by Tom Wolf 

This was a meeting for the enthusiasts,  8 Members attended, the small number attributable to 

various illnesses of Members (who apologised). For all who were ailing on the night we wish a 

speedy recovery, we wish you may have been with us instead. As it was, the Club bistro was 

being refurbished so we abstained from eating dinner (and finished early). 

Unfortunately no models or projects were brought along “live” for S&T (apart from Michael 

Bennett’s HMS Sirius which had no work on it since the last S&T). Instead, everyone present 

was able to speak about their various projects and if they had any problems or issues, helpful 

advice was offered. 

Steve Gaunt is building his HMS Victory from a “newsagent kit” purchased many years ago 

(not the one on sale recently) and will report back later. 

Mike Kelly is working on a model rather bigger than his “ships in a bottle”, this is an inherited 

(or should it be said “abandoned”) model that is about 6 foot in length. Mike will let us have a 

progress report later. 

Alan Bideleux has taken apart his Sovereign of the Seas so he can 

correct some basic flaws that were inevitably to give him grief later and 

is therefore starting building from afresh. 

Michael Bennett is working hard on HMS Sirius but is also making life-

boats for Edinburgh Castle so as to finish that project. 

Dach Hall is getting everything ready to start his model of the 48ft 

schooner Landfall II that he sailed on in his younger days across the 

Indian Ocean, the Mediterranean and the North Atlantic. If you are in-

terested in his story (and believe me it is quite riveting), read his book  

“To Think We’re Doing This For Fun”. The title is just as appropriate 

when applied to model building. 

Harry Goeding is progressing on his build of his Halifax and the Titanic lifeboat. Of interest, 

one of Harry’s motivations to get into this part of the hobby was an earlier experience with 

plastic models of RMS Titanic and RMS Lusitania. 

Mike Barton is now determined to get on with HMS Beagle, the masts are ready and most of 

the spars as well, soon he will set the mast and spars and begin the fun part of the project … 

the rigging! 

Tom Wolf is distracted by building 4 models at the same time (although in reality 2 have not 

been touched for nearly 12 months), he has successfully?? retrofitted the stern of Bluenose II 

due to a misunderstanding with his ”Billings kit” so can proceed to the fitting out and the rig-

ging when he finishes Wicked Wench. This could be as early as early November as most of 

the “Wench” is finished, but some lateen rigging issues are holding up the works. Unfortunate-

ly, there is a great lack of information about this form of rigging on the mizzen masts of large 

ships that went out of fashion 250 years ago, long before authors of books decided to put pen 

to paper. 
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LEON’S TIPS & TRICKS #4: 

cont. p.7 
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3.  My preferred use of yellow contact ad-

hesive gives the builder more working time 

and I believe that is easier to use.  

2.  This can be a fiddly operation and can 

lengthen the job at hand. 

1.  The second layer of planking can be 

laid using thin CA. The trick used here is 

to attach the first 20mm to 30mm of the 

front of the plank to the stem ensuring that 

a sound adherence is achieved before at-

taching the rest of the plank.  

Hello members, in this session we will deal with resealing planks on the 

stem of a buff bow  which can be a nightmare. Problems can arise when second 

planking bluff bow ships. Different glues highlight different situations.  

This works for me!  

4.  Problems arise with the planks not tak-

ing on the stem. The causes are from bad 

preparation in reference to lime dust not be-

ing thoroughly cleaned with a wipe over 

with methylated spirits, to applying an une-

ven coat of glue to either the hull or the 

plank surfaces. The question is how do you 

fix it?  



cont. from p.6 
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7.  Apply a drop of thin CA glue to the 

clean scrap blocks.. 

6. Using the same timber “walnut”, get 

some scrap at least 5mm thick.   

  .  

5.  The first thing is to remove the of-

fending rubber glue using sharp blades 

and tweezers. Apply thick CA to the of-

fending planks.. 

8. Place them either side of the planks to 

be glued. Ensure that the grain of the 

scrap wood is running with the grain of 

the planks. 

9.  Using a slide clamp, clamp the bluff 

planks together. This will spread the thick 

CA throughout the repair and seal the 

boards to the stem. Leave for ten minutes 

or so.  

10. Remove the scrap timber using a 

chisel blade. 

cont. p.8 



cont. from p.7 
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12. Clean the planks using sand pa-

per.  .  
11. Pare off the remaining shards of 

timber. 

14. All stages of the repair are now very 

sound. 

15. Installing the stem post is now very easy. 



A VERY KEEN MODELLER  

— ALAN BIDELEUX 
In the past we have published the biographies of ex-

perienced Members who have been in the hobby a 

long time and have been Club Members since the 

Club started. This article is about a relative novice but 

one of our Club’s keenest modellers and definitely 

the one most keen to promote the Club and the hob-

by 

Alan remembers his first attempt at modelling was an 

Airfix model Gloucester Gladiator which cost 2/6d -  a 

week’s pocket money in those days - in the old UK 

currency.  He bought it at the local Woolworths in the 

High Street, Sevenoaks, Kent, UK when he was 

probably about 10 years old (very early 1950’s).   

The model was one of the first issued by Airfix – may 

even have been the first.  It did not come in a box – it 

came in a clear plastic bag stapled to a folded bit of 

printed light cardboard.  Boxed kits followed in due 

course. 

The assembly was not a great success but Alan was hooked and I improved his skills and 

eventually grew into real modelling – balsa Kiel Kraft kits with parts that needed to be cut out, 

glued and eventually covered with tissue paper and hopefully flown as gliders or under power 

with elastic bands or, if Alan could save enough pocket money, small diesel engine.  His first 

diesel engine was an ED Bee of just 1cc.   

In defiance to the laws of science large immovable tree branches, brick walls or solid terrafirma 

became powerful magnets to Alan’s avian efforts.  

In those days he was keen to become a pilot but many are walking the earth now because of 

his failure as an airplane builder or flier. 

Three years at boarding school and hormonal development diverted youthful instincts as Alan 

discovered girls, beer and cars (not necessarily in that order) and sadly modelling took a back 

seat to life as graduation from school to work and eventually emigration to Australia took its 

toll. 

The slippery slope continued with marriage, children and later grandchildren.  Facing the pro-

spect of retirement, Alan felt the need to take up a hobby to while away the hours.   

15 years as an active member in Lions was not sufficient, he felt that heI needed something 

else, something that would be a challenge and modelling began to stir fond memories of child-

hood innocence.  

Alan realised that “her indoors” would never accept plastic models – they are completed too 

quickly and would just accumulate over time and collect dust.. 
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Alan went a little weak at the knees when he saw exquisite models of those glorious galleons 
and other sailing ships of bygone days, he defies anyone not to think “if only I could do that”; 
“I’d never have the patience” or “I’m too clumsy to do all that intricate detail work” . 

He is the first to admit to all those negatives and more besides but Alan went ahead and  
googled model ships and found a wealth of information about the hobby from around the world 
but settled on Sydney Model Shipbuilders Club and have been a member now for nearly 2 
years. At that time, he was accumulating the newsagents part works for Sovereign of the Seas 
(SotS) and is just about to receive the final 4 editions thus completing all the component parts. 

Because Alan is still in the work force, progress has been slow and at show and tell (S&T) 

meetings he asked for and received invaluable assistance from those with the skills needed to 

succeed in this hobby, but Alan claims he still has a long way to go and heaps to learn. 

Recently, horror of horrors, Alan found that he had made a huge error in constructing the hull 

of SotS and was sure that it was an error that could not be corrected. Feeling very much the 

dunce of the class he sought assistance at one of our Darling Harbour S&T meetings and 

found salvation was at hand.  His error could be corrected as fortunately he had been using 

water based glue and the parts could, with a little attention and care, be separated and re-

glued. Had he been using epoxy or similar there could well have been a different outcome. 

Alan learned from this was that mistakes will happen, and they do not herald the end of the 

world or a nautical Armageddon.  There is usually a way of correcting the faux pas and if there 

is, someone at SMSC will have the answer or know where to look to find it.   

At these S&T meetings there is an aura of “been there, done that” by the more experienced 

modellers, no mistake a novice has made will not have been made at some time by other 

members of the club (although they may not like to admit it?!?) 

Alan has found himself among friends at SMSC, friends who are always willing to offer a help-
ing hand and to impart invaluable advice.  

Editor’s Note: 

Just like building a house, the foundations of a model need to be constructed with precision 
and care. All too often, in trying to get a start with the building of the model a novice may rush 
into making elementary errors. Instead, it is better to take one’s time and ensuring that the 
foundations are well built, in the case of ship models, solid and square. 

cont. from p.9 



JANOS’S ROPE CLIMB 

cont. p. 12 
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Those members who have attended at a S&T at 

Janos’s home will have been introduced to his 

“Rope Climb”. 

The original idea was promoted by a Russian 

modeller on MSW. The head is made of a cheap 

3 rotary head (Phillips) shaver, the blades of 

which are removed and replaced with epoxied-in 

brass hooks. 

The back bone of the setup is made of 3”x2” pine 

lengths, in a U-shape, the top carrying the head 

arrangement and the upright is conveniently at-

tached to the wall.  With a 1.8m long setup 

(Janos’ is that long) threads of about 1.5m long 

can be achieved, which is enough in most cases. 

If the ship is big, then the setup is made longer. 

In the worst case scenario the device can be in-

stalled between floor levels, ie. in a staircase. 

The next piece down is the bobbin, made of light- 

weight wood. 

The bottom arrangement consists of a hook, a 

fisherman-swivel and weights (lead balls, from a 

fishing shop again, drilled through). The weights 

are installed on a formed hook, made of an old 

clothes hanger. Depending on the diameter, 1 to 

4 balls can be used. To prevent the thread from 

rotating Janos installed 2 fence-wire lines parallel 

to the upright which then stops the weight rotat-

ing by using a bamboo skewer. 

The head can rotate in both directions, either 

with changing polarity or with a 2-way switch. 

As base material Janos uses DMC Crochet Cot-

ton which is available in different colours and 

thicknesses (from #10 to #100, from the thickest 

to the thinnest. The number of lines per thread 

can be varied so a certain diameter can be 

achieved with different # lines. The thinnest 

Janos can make is 0.3mm (3x #100) - the thick-

est obviously is made as thick as necessary.  

Anchor cables can also be done in 2 steps. 

At this time Janos uses Ecru coloured lines for running rigging and the same line with Minwax 

Jacobian stain for standing rigging, but he is thinking about changing colours in the future. 

1. Rope Climb setup: note the 3” x 2” 

upright secured to the wall 



cont. p.13 
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3. 1st line around bottom hook 2. 1st line into 1st hook 

cont. from p.11 

5. 1st line tied on 2nd hook 4. 1st line back to 2nd hook 

7. 2nd line around bottom hook 6. 2nd line onto 3rd hook 

9. Weight hooked into lines 8. 2nd line pulled down to bottom hook 



cont. p.14 
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11. Both lines secured on bottom hook 

with half hitch 10. Weight hooked 

cont. from p.12 

13. Bobbin, note catches for lines and 

guide wires 

12. Weight in position, note rotation pre-

venter 

15. Bobbin in start position, note weight 

hook 

14. Bobbin placed in between lines and 

guide wires 

17. Weight lifts before swivel starts to ro-

tate 16. Head turned on 



cont. p.15 
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19. Weight in upper position after about 

10 seconds, head turned off 
18. Weight starts to climb, note unuseable 

length at the bottom 

cont. from p.13 

21. Line hardened by fingers pulled down 

on it about 3 times 
20. Weight removed, line kept by fingers 

23. Top end to be cut off underneath bobbin 22. End of line secured with half hitch 

25. About 5 cm is waste at the bottom 24. Top end secured by half hitch 
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27. Thread prepared for measuring 26. Line is prepared for weighing to pre-

vent unwanted stretch later 

cont. from p.14 

28.   3 x  #40 thread results in 0.5mm cord 

 

Measuring the Thickness of Rigging Cord: 

As the above photo illustrates, wind the cord over a round object (such as a dowel or a knife 

stem) and make 10 turns without a gap between the turns but without stretching the cord.  

Measure the width made by the 10 turns and divide by 10. 

This procedure can be done with any number of turns and then using the number of turns to 

divide into the width of the turns (10 just happens to be easy to divide). 
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Club Social Day November 5, 2016 
What a great day! 7 members and wives met at Mona Vale to visit the Maritime 

Model Museum run by Capt. David McFall MN and then went for fantastic lunch 

to the Royal Motor Yacht Club at Broken Bay where some also visited the 

"Timber Boat Festival". 

The Museum is full of great items to see, at a guess well over 200 items all crammed into a mi-

nute shop space. Thank you Alan Bideleux for being the force behind making sure the event 

was such a resounding success. 
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cont. p.18 

Endeavour Group S&T 

November 2016 
Report by Tom Wolf 

WOW! What can I say? The best meeting EVER! 

Richard Keyes hosted the S&T, and prior to the meeting he notified all Members and many in-

terested modellers that he had 20 models at his home on display. Members were also advised 

that a gentleman who judges and constructs models in Russia was visiting Sydney and he was 

invited to come along.  

Added to this, Janos Nemeth brought along his “Le Canot Imperial”,  Mike Barton brought 

along his soon to be completed “HMS Beagle” and Peter Law brought along his “HMS Bellona” 

for discussion. 

The discussions started off inside with lively conversations between the 10 Members present 

(R.Keyes, M.Barton, M.Bennett, P.Law, M.Kelly, D.Hall, A Bideleux, R.Hannaford, J.Nemeth, 

T.Wolf) as well as the wiveswho attended. A vote of thanks to Richard and Keitha for hosting 

the event. Very early on we inspected Richard’s models … just fantastic! Here is a little sam-

pling: 

HMS Bellona HMS Bounty 

Whaling Brig Kate Dory 1856 

Sir Edward Hawke 
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cont. from p.17 

Peter Law’s “HMS Bellona” set against 

Richard’s to answer a question Three different versions of “Halifax” 

cont. p.19 

As promised, lots of models to look at 
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cont. from p.18 

cont. p.20 

We inspected Richard’s fantastic workshop. He is presently working on 2 projects; one is the 

“Turtle Ship”, which is well advanced; the other is HMS Pegasus”, a Swan class sloop based 

on the kit of “HMS Fly” 
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cont. from p.19 

It was at this time that we were joined by Vladimir Churilin, a visitor from the Russian Federa-

tion who is both a keen modeller and a competition judge who has represented Russia a num-

ber of times at World Championship events. 

Vladimir is visiting his daughter who lives in 

Sydney and was a most welcome guest at 

our meeting. He brought along 2 steam pad-

dleboat models, one 1:144 and the other 

1:72 scale and we were most impressed with 

the quality of the models. 

A very lively discussion took place compar-

ing modelling in Russia where in a way it is 

“State sponsored by the Ministry of Sport” com-

pared to the hobby here in Australia. 

Vladimir hopes to come 

along to our next meeting 

on December 6, so there’s 

another reason why Mem-

bers should come along. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Clubs and organisations with whom SMSC has a reciprocal relationship are welcome to 

notify our Members of their events on this page 

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL BOAT EXPO 2017 

Members of SMSC are invited to exhibit at the Port Macquarie Model 

Boat Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers Club, which will be held on 

8-9 July 2017. 

As usual, the premises will be available to set up on afternoon of Friday 7th July. 

Any Members wishing to exhibit (and any enquiries) should contact David Connolly on 

0403 865 331 or by email to  <devils4detail@gmail.com> 

CANBERRA EXPO 2017 

It is still too early to provide details with any certainty, but we are in-

formed that the 2017 Canberra Expo will likely be held at the Mount 

Rogers School on 16-17 September 2017 (subject to the venue being 

available).   

For more info contact: Peter Hateley 0401 670 829(m) or by email to   

<hpeter@webone.com.au> or by contacting Bob Evans 6226 8957(h), or by email to  

<rjeaevans@bigpond.com> 

Exhibitors will need to complete a “pro forma” with their model with a couple of para-

graphs of the history of the vessel. 

HUBERTUS MODEL BOAT CLUB SHOW 2017 

We have requested to be advised of the dates for the Hubertus Model 

Boat Club’s annual Show at the Workers Hubertus Country Club, 205 

Adams Road, Luddenham early in 2017 (probably in March 2017), but 

at this time we have not received the dates to inform our Members. 

Further information will be notified by this page in future issues of “Chatterbox”, but 

if you wish to attend and assist or otherwise need further information, please contact  

John Gale on 0408 119 524 or 4572 7059 or by email to hmbc.secretary@gmail.com>  

PENRITH TOY & HOBBY MEETS 2017 

During 2016 we attended some “Meets” at Penrith Panthers Pavilion, 

Mulgoa Rd, Penrith. 

We have requested to be advised of the dates for the “Meets” for 2017 but at this time 

we have not received the dates to inform our Members. 

Further information will be notified by this page in future issues of “Chatterbox”, but 

if you are prepared to attend and assist or otherwise need further information, please 

contact Alan Bideleux on 0409 220 544 or by email: abideleux@gmail.com 



“The Sails” (by unknown artist)… self explanatory, …  cute, … and very funny. 

HUMOUR 

- 22 - 

EXPO  2016  PHOTOBOOKS 
At the request of some Members, a pictorial record of the 2016 EXPO has been 

prepared, it is an 80 page “coffee table book”., it is hoped to have a sample at 

the 6th December meeting for Members to review.. Many Members have seen this 

professional looking publication in past years and have purchased copies. 

To take part in this once only opportunity for EXPO 2016, orders must be placed with Tom 

Wolf (and arrangements for payment made) by no later than 16th December, the books are 

expected to be ready for pick-up at the February meeting, the cost of the books is $40 each. 

Contact Tom Wolf on 0411 339 590, or by email tom@aces.net.au. 

WE ARE IN THE “SENIOR’S NEWS”! 
Thanks to a great effort by Alan Bideleux, an article featuring a photograph of Janos Nemeth 

taken at our recent EXPO has been pub-

lished in the November issue of the Sen-

ior’s News, a publication that goes to the 

holders of “Senior Cards”. 

The article reports on an interview with 

Alan and some written material that was 

provided by Alan, and by and large the 

reporter has got the facts right. 

As we know, all publicity is good publici-

ty, and in this case almost as soon as 

the article appeared we received an en-

quiry, so obviously we have been suc-

cessful in getting our message across. 



- 23 - 

cont. p.24 

SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from 

all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the 

Midwest Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report “ and by 

arrangement and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the 

authors, we reprint the following article from their October 2016 issue. 

Transoms & Head Rails - by John Mitchell & Bob Filipowski 

THE TRANSOM 

In our discussion of how to create a 

transom, it is assumed that you are 

building a model from scratch using 

a regular set of ship’s drawings 

showing Sheer, Half Breadth and 

Body plans. Kits will, of course, al-

ready have a proper transom piece 

provided. 

The term “what you see is what you get” does not always apply. In this illustration, eye line “A” 

is the transom view you see when looking at the body plan. In this view, the transom is 

“foreshortened”, meaning that the lines of the object are shorter than they actually are in order 

to give the illusion of proper relative size. However, in order to create the true shape of the 

transom, we would need to use the eye line “B” view. 

Creating this true view of the tran-

som is an exercise in mechanical 

drawing. The first step is to print the 

three plan views at the same scale 

and position the Sheer and Body 

plans adjacent to each other so that 

the section lines (A,B,C,D) align. 

The sense of the above diagram is, 

first to double up the transom out-

line on the Body plan, then to divide 

the Body plan image of the transom 

into a grid, drawing horizontal lines 

to contact the Sheer Plan transom 

and then drawing lines perpendicu-

lar to the Sheer Plan transom down-

ward. 

Measuring the true dimension of the stern curve is critical. This is easily done using a piece of 

wire or string laid over the Half Breadth plan, where the transom is at its maximum width, and 

doubled. 

Creating the second grid below, permits you to copy the contact points off the Body plan tran-

som view onto the lower view and then draw the new transom outline by connecting the 

points.  
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cont. p.25 

The photos of a stern with a paper transom pattern made just from the Body plan outline (left) 

and one made with the redrawn transom (centre) are shown above. 

It is obvious from this that you must create the correct transom shape on your scratch built 

model in order to achieve an authentic appearance. The final transom on this model is shown 

at right. 

 

THE HEAD RAILS 

Thanks to our mate, Tim Riggs, we have this outline 

for drawing correctly shaped head rails. 

The problem here is that the head rail illustrated in 

the ship’s Sheer plan is not the same length as that 

shown in the Half Breadth plan, as it has been fore-

shortened in the Sheer plan (slants away from the 

eye, L to R). 

Start this drawing the same way as the 

transom, by making copies of the two 

views at the same scale and positioning 

them above one another (left). 

Draw lines to connect the ends of the two images 

and across the top image perpendicular to the 

vertical lines. 

Divide the top, horizontal line into equal units and 

extend a line from each division down to contact 

the lower image. 

cont. from p.23 
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Next, extend lines perpen-

dicular to the lower image 

from the vertical line con-

tact points. 

The next step is the critical 

one. Using a dividers, plot 

points on the upper image, 

measuring down from the 

upper horizontal line.  

Transfer these points to 

the angled lines running 

from the lower image, us-

ing the upper surface of 

the lower image as a base. 

 

 

 

Once you have located all the points, connect 

the dots to form a head rail image of the correct 

length to fit on the hull. Use this image as a 

template to cut out the head rails (double the 

material so you make only one cut to get two 

identical parts). 

cont. from p.24 
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Buque Escuela Esmeralda 
Report by Tom Wolf 

The Buque Escuela Esmeralda, 

of the Chilean Navy, is a steel-

hulled, four-masted barquentine, 

which is 113m long and has a 

mast height of 48.5m.  

She has a long and proud history 

of training Chilean sailors. She 

visited Sydney in early November 

2016 on her way to New Zealand 

to help celebrate the 75th anni-

versary of the RNZN. 

Although I couldn't get on board 

(you needed to pre-book tickets 

and I only found out she was 

coming to Sydney on the day of 

her arrival), I managed to get 

some reasonable photos. In case 

you are wondering, the figure-

head is a condor holding a shield. 

cont. p.27 
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The Esmeralda has had a love affair 

with the people of Sydney as she 

visits regularly, she was last here in 

2012. 

I was fortunate enough to also see 

the Esmeralda when I was in Chile 

recently, she was tied up in Val-

paraiso when a cruise ship I was 

travelling on passed very close to 

her. 

 

 

To overcome my disappointment at not being permit-

ted on board, I then waited at Camp Cove for her de-

parture to snap a photo as she was nearing the Syd-

ney Heads on her way to New Zealand. 

cont. from p.26 


