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ISSUE # 28 OCTOBER 2016 

The next meeting of SMSC will be on Tuesday, 4 October 2016  at 

7:30pm at the Granville RSL Club, Memorial Drive, Granville.  

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion. 

The Club meeting next after that will be on Tuesday, 6 December 2016  at 7:30pm 

the Onslow Room, Wharf 7, Darling Harbour .  This will also be our Christmas Par-

ty, please bring a small plate of things to eat and a drink.  

Visitors are always welcome to all SMSC meetings. 
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CLUB CONTACTS YOU MAY 
REQUIRE: 

The November S&T will be held at the home of Richard Keyes at 5 Clem-
ent Street, Enfield (aka South Strathfield ),  on Saturday, 19 November 

2016 from 10:00am to 12:00 noon.  

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion  

NEXT ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T 
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VOTE OF THANKS  
On behalf of the Members of SMSC, thanks go out to the outgoing office 

bearers and committee members for all the work they carried out with dis-

tinction in 2015/2016.  

We also congratulate all our Members who have agreed to carry out the 

tasks and responsibilities as office bearers and committee members of the 

Club for the current year.   

A list of the committee members is set out on page 1. 

Membership fees for the year remain unchanged and Members who have not yet renewed 

their membership are encouraged to renew at an early date to assist in the running of the Club. 

OUR WEBPAGE IS 
UPDATED 

We welcome Maurice York as our Webmaster and if you visit our 

Webpage at www.smsc.org.au you will see that it has been updated 

with the latest information, and you can have access to all the past issues of Chatterbox in 

case you need it to assist with your modelling. 

Maurice can be contacted at <maurice@yorkfamily.id.au>  

THE HAPPY MODELLER 
It is often said that a lucky man is one that has three women in his life at any given time: 

 one that cooks fantastic meals for him;  

 one that cleans for him;  

 and one who satisfies him in the bedroom ... 

and it is said to be even luckier if these women live in different cities and don’t know about 

each other. 

As a modeller, to complete a modeller’s life and make him happy (and not just lucky), the mod-

eller has to have a fourth woman in his life:  

ONE WHO HAS A PLACE LARGE ENOUGH FOR THE MODELLER’S 

WORKSHOP AND TO STORE ALL THE MODELS! 



VOTE OF THANKS 
This year we have again received support  from various sponsors 

whose combined generous assistance has ensured the success 

of our EXPO. We wish to thank each of them for their assistance 

and encouragement: 

 

The Australian National Maritime Museum have assisted us 

from the inception of the Club by providing us with facilities 

to have our meetings when required, but more particularly 

their continued assistance for another year in sponsoring our 

EXPO is greatly appreciated.  

Some of our Members volunteer to demonstrate modelling 

on the “Ramp” in the Museum and we hope to continue our 

close ties with the Museum into the future. 

 

We welcome for the first time the good folks from 

Bergs Hobbies of Parramatta as our sponsors.  

To Peter Berg and his staff, we sincerely thank you for 

your support and we hope that the relationship that has 

now been established continues into the future 

 

Ever since the time of the establishment 

of the Club we have received valuable 

and steadfast assistance from Gary 

Renshaw and the Modellers Shipyard. 

We greatly appreciate such continued 

support.  

 

Last, but not least, we have to thank the Organising Committee who have worked with 

incredible energy to put on the EXPO. Those who have not been involved in organising 

this event in the past will never appreciate the dedication, time and effort that is needed 

to put on such a show, organising the venue and the exhibitors, liaising with other 

Clubs  and making sure that the members of the public become aware of the event. 

Our thanks go to Anelia and Michael Bennett who laboured for long hours and have 

dedicated and expended incredible hours to ensure the success of this year’s EXPO, 

greatly assisted by Harry Goedings who co-ordinated the committee, Ralph Hannaford 

and Alan Bideleux who spent many hours in putting on EXPO ’16.  
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PRESIDENT’S BLOG 
This year’s Expo was once again a resounding success thanks in no small 

part to the wonderful organising committee of Alan Bideleux, Anelia & Michael 

Bennett and Ralph Hannaford…Well done!!  

The weekend saw hundreds pass through the exhibition which featured  ‘live’ 

displays by Tom Wolf, Janos Nemeth, our plastic modeller friends as well as 

Bob Evans, one of our Canberra colleagues. These all generated lots of interest.   

The Expo venue once again proved to be excellent and an analysis of how people heard about 

our exhibition reflected the benefits of local media exposure.  We already have had approaches 

for live media advertising on community radio for our next expo!   

We were fortunate  once again to have sponsorship on the day from Berg’s Hobbies, Modellers 

Shipyard, and the ANMM as well as sponsorship from Keith Mealey from the Maritime Model 

Club of NSW in the form of model kits, books family passes etc. that were all well received by 

the winners. 

Our thanks go to our friends from other model clubs, Carrs Park Sailing Club, Maritime Model 

Club of NSW, Hubertus Model Boat Club, Australian Plastic Modellers Association & Canberra 

Model Shipwrights Society for your contributions on the day.   

Considerable interest was shown by many people seeking more information on the hobby with 

a view to becoming involved in boat building and we will most certainly be following them up. 

We even scored two new members on the day which is excellent!. 

We look forward to commencing planning for Expo 2017. Happy modelling and keep up the 

great work. We need new items for 2017 ! 
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ADVANCE NOTICE 

MARK YOUR DIARIES NOW!! 

SMSC EXPO 2017 
will be held at the Georges River 16ft 

Sailing Club on 

26 and 27 August 2017 



LEON’S TIPS & TRICKS #3: 

cont. p.6 
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3.  The length of the pin will be the size for 

the pre-cut joint in the rudder, this joint is 

made to take the width of both knuckles. If 

your rudder has no pre-cut joints now is 

the time to cut them in. Some designs call 

for joint cuts to the rudder and the stern 

post and you may come across a job that 

no joints are required, so this installation 

technique shown here is essential.   

2.  Once the glue is set it is time to cut the 

pin to size and clean up the end of the pin 

with a file. 

1.  Whatever you are issued there is a 

standard process to install the parts cor-

rectly on the stern post. For the usual set 

of hinges you have to install the brass pin 

by using a drop of thin CA to hold it in 

place while working on the rudder.     

Hello members, in this session we will deal with installing rudder and 

brass hinges, which can be a nightmare. This works for Leon!  

There are many different combinations of rudder hinges due to the many suppliers around 

the world. The more complex hinges are supplied without connecting pins.   

4.  As you can see here the pin is cut to the 

size of the gap. Use a pair of plyers and 

crush the brass to the correct position in the 

rudder joint.  Then one flap of the hinge at a 

time, secure the brass with a drop of CA. 



cont. from p.5 
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7.  Cut the hinges to the size you want. 

6. With the hinge glue now dry you can 

cut the brass nails to size. Using a pair of 

plyers push the nail into the hinges.     

  .  

5.  Take note to check the centre of the 

hinge placement. 

8. The rudder is ready for installation to 

the stern post. The rudder hole under the 

timbers counters has to be shaped to 

take the rudder head.  

9.  Once the rudder is in the rudder hole 

apply a clip to the bottom as shown. Glue 

and nail the hinges and allow them to dry.   

10. The gap you leave in the centre of 

the rudder and stern post will determine 

the swing of the rudder side to side.   

If you are given lead, or another soft metal for the hinges, the technique is the same, the 

difference being you may not need nails to dress the job.    
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Report edited by Tom Wolf 

 

 

One Member of SMSC lives 

far enough away that he 

cannot attend any of our 

meetings. We are obviously 

writing about Max Fitton 

who now lives in Mandurah, 

some little distance South of 

Perth.  

Even when he lived in the 

East he lived in the sur-

rounds of Canberra, and as 

well as being one of our 

Members since the Club’s 

inception, he also was  a 

regular attendee of our sister Club in the Capital.  

Max went to live over in the West nearly three years ago and has tried to get a ship modelling 

group together. Despite having to admit that the type of model he is interested in is the period 

ship and so has a narrow interest, as an ambassador for the hobby Max got 4 people interest-

ed in forming a group.  

Apparently there are plenty of groups in the West (just like here in the East) who are interest-

ed in plastics and radio controlled models but alas there are very few interested in sail. As 

shown in the photo, to encourage the hobby, Max recently put on a one man show at an over 

55’s club in Mandurah. 

How did he get interested in modelling?  Well, he was encouraged as a youngster and built a 

model of the Golden Hind when he was  about 10.   Max remembers doing a couple of other 

models but can’t remember which ones.  

These were the old type balsa models with the solid balsa hulls. In those war years he lived by 

the sea and his grandparents took him to all sorts of nautical exhibitions so he developed an 

interest in things nautical, so much so that all he wanted to do was go to Dartmouth Naval 

Collage at the age of 13 but did not go to Dartmouth for sad reasons.   

Max became a Chartered Accountant and became skilled at wielding a pen (but retained 

some of his nautical interests swimming, sailing small craft, fishing from boats etc).  

When Max was approaching retirement he thought it would be good idea to restart modelling 

and has had a wonderful time since then learning the art of modelling.   

Modestly, Max says that he will never achieve the heights of the Richard Keyes and Michael 

Bennetts of this world, but he has met many wonderful people and the learning has been just 

great. 

A VERY DISTANT MODELLER 



PHOTOGRAPHIC ASSISTANCE 
Report by Tom Wolf 

The value of old photographs 

bore fruit for me recently. I 

reported about 2 years ago 

of my visit to the Rijksmuse-

um in Amsterdam and the 4 

metre high model of the ship 

Willem Rex that is displayed 

among paintings by the Old 

Masters. 

I am currently scratch build-

ing a late 17th/early 18th 

century East Indiaman which 

has a lateen mizzen rig and I 

was researching how the la-

teen spar is attached to the 

mast. Opinion on forums and 

modellers varied as to 

whether the spar is affixed to 

the mast or is loose from the 

mast to enable it to be low-

ered and moved about so as 

to tack. Certainly fixing it to 

the mast would not enable 

the spar to be moved from 

side to side to tack.  

I read about “good tack” when the wind was from the 

correct side, and “bad tack” where the wind was from 

the incorrect side and the billowing lateen sail was 

interfered (cut in two) by the mast, this all seemed too 

complicated until I looked at the photo I had taken in 

the museum - 

 AND THERE WAS THE ANSWER!   

THE SPAR IS ATTACHED WITH PARRELLS 

Goes to prove how photos of real or model ships, 

even of other ships, can help solve modelling prob-

lems. 
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cont. p.10 

SMSC EXPO 2016 
Report based on the report by Anelia Bennett 

On August 20/21 we held our 4th Annual Expo at the Georges River 16ft Sail-
ing Club, It was universally felt that it was an excellent venue, access for even 
the larger models was straight forward despite the small lift.  

A tentative booking has already been made for 26th & 27th August 2017, 
don’t say you didn’t hear about it here first! 

There were 55 tables of exhibits by 32 modellers from 6 modelling Clubs (plus one independ-
ent exhibitor who has since joined SMSC), a total of 104 models were displayed. 

Sydney Model Shipbuilders  Club  (the host Club) was represented by 12 modellers with 44 
models; Canberra Model Ship Club was represented by 2 modellers with 8 models; Carrs Park 
Radio Yacht Club was represented by 5 modellers with 6 models; Maritime Model Club Of 
NSW was represented by 4 modellers with 9 models; Hubertus Model Boat Club was repre-
sented by 3 modellers with 8 models; the Australian Plastic Model Association was represent-
ed by 5 modellers with 26 models; and we were joined by independent modeller Michael 
Butcher from the Central Coast with 3 models. 

A total of 271 visitors were recorded at the front door (but some more may have slipped 
through), entry was free although visitors were invited to buy raffle tickets to support SMSC 
and most visitor did support us in that way There were 11 raffle prizes (we thank all who do-
nated prizes) and all the raffle prizes were distributed to the winners by Michael Bennett. 

The visitors were also asked to vote for their favourite models on display, these votes were tal-
lied. This competition was open to all the models exhibited regardless of club and the 7 most 
voted for models received a certificate in a frame. In NO order of votes they were - 
   Bob Evans    “JS D’elcano” 
   Jim Malone    “Ferry Emerald” 
   Tom Wolf     “HMB Endeavour” 
   Michael Kelly    “Arongi” ship in a bottle. 
   Janos Nemeth’s   “Royal Yacht Caroline”  
   Janos Nemeth’s   “Le Canot Imperial”  
  Leon Griffiths    “ Montanes”  

The "Leon Griffiths People's Choice Perpetual Trophy” is awarded to the SMSC member with 
the highest public votes, Janos Nemeth was awarded the Trophy for 2016 for “Le Canot Impe-
rial”  

A Certificate of Participation was awarded to each model exhibited in the exhibition. 

As in previous years, the 
Committee hosted dinner 
at the venue for those 
wishing to attend and this 
year’s dinner proved a 
success again. 

We thank all Members 
who made the EXPO pos-
sible and who worked tire-
lessly through the week-
end. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO 
SEEING YOU AT NEXT 
YEAR’S EXPO! 
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cont. p.11 

Cont. from p.9 

EXHIBITS BY SMSC 
MEMBERS 
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cont. p.12 

Cont. from p.10 
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cont. p.13 

Cont. from p.11 
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cont. p.14 

Cont. from p.12 
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cont. p.15 

Cont. from p.13 
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Cont. from p.14 

SMSC MEMBERS HARD AT WORK AND 
ENJOYING EXPO 

cont. p.16 
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Cont. from p.15 

INDEPENDENT EXHIBITOR JOINS 
SMSC DURING EXPO 

We welcome Michael Butcher as a new Associate Member, he came along to exhibit and must 

have liked what he saw about SMSC because he joined up on the spot.  

Michael lives on the Central Coast, he is a retired merchant seaman and started the hobby dur-

ing his time at sea. 

Now retired, his models really capture the imagination and the allure of the hobby. 

Michael has an excellent website at www.mariner80.com and Michael has invited all our read-

ers to visit the site where you can see photos and descriptions of all the models he has com-

pleted over the years. 

Here are pics of the models he brought to the 

EXPO, with such wide world of experience we 

are sure that Michael will be a great asset to our 

Club. 
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ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T 

SEPTEMBER 2016 
Report compiled and edited by Tom Wolf 

We had a wonderfully successful Show & Tell at Anelia and Michael Bennett's 
home, 6 Members attended for a lively and informative discussion.  

 
Richard Keyes brought along the box and the instructions for the 1:64 Woody Joe (Japanese) 
kit of the Charles Royal Yacht 1674.  
Richard reported that all the laser cuts were precise and that he was most impressed by the 
way the parts supplied fitted together, even the curved bits. In fact, the metal fittings were the 
best, most detailed ones Richard has ever seen 

As can be seen in the photos, the only hitch 
was that all the instructions were in Japanese 
and no other language! Nevertheless, the pic-
tures in the instructions were enough to over-
come the language barrier.. 

The completed model was on display at the re-
cent EXPO (photo on the left), anyone interest-
ed in this model can see more on <zootoyz.jp>.  

cont. p.18 
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Mike Barton didn’t bring his (very 
slowly constructed) HMS Beagle to 
the S&T but it was discussed and 
Mike does report that as can be seen 
from the photograph sent since that 
most of the blocks have been se-
cured to the mast and spars.  
The locations of these components 
were taken by Mike directly off the 
full size plan, however at the meeting 
he was cautioned that this may not 
necessarily be as reliable a method 
as he thinks so as to get them into 
their correct place, and that he 
should be ready to make alterations 
that become evident while he is actually rigging the model, only time will tell if they are posi-
tioned correctly.  
Many blocks have also been fastened onto the deck and hull. From the photo it appears that 
even though it is going slowly Mike is progressing nicely in creating a fantastic model. 
 

Tom Wolf brought along the 
Bluenose II that he was building 
during EXPO as a demonstra-
tion of planking (see photo on 
left). 
The planking is now as good as 
complete, but as is the case in 
so many Billings kits (and other 
kits from manufacturers with in-
structions that are non-English 

with and/or without translation) it is now realised that major modifications will now need to be 
made and a modified stern 
planking will need to be retro-
fitted (and somehow made to 
look natural).   
 
In the worst case scenario 
the hull may need to be 
painted rather than varnished 
as originally intended. 
 
The discussion then moved around the table and everybody who attended got a chance to tell 
of their latest modelling experience and/or problems, and most of the problems were resolved 
by those others attending. 
 
Finally for the the piece-de-resistance, we visited Michael Bennett’s workshop. Whilst it no 
longer overlooks Sydney Harbour (Michael has moved since the last meeting was at his home), 
the workshop is extremely spacious with plenty light (which is just as well to see the fine details 
of the miniature models that Michael makes). Michael has an excellent collection of modelling 
books and a fine collection of tools and machines that was the envy of all who attended. 
 
The next Endeavour Group S&T will be held at the home of Richard Keyes and all Members 
and visitors are welcome. Richard has over 20 models to inspect and has a wonderful work-
shop to visit. 

cont. from p.17 


