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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
The AGM has been and gone, on behalf of SMSC I thank everyone who stood for
positions and wish the new Committee success for the coming year.
It is appropriate that the hard work of the outgoing Committee be acknowledged with gratitude, after all, to establish a new Club and make it as successful as SMSC in just 1 year is
an incredible achievement.
We are an inclusive Club, we gladly accept all shipbuilders and do not limit our interest to
just, for example, “square-riggers” or sailing craft and we hope in the coming year to establish working relationships with other marine-type modelling clubs and Members are encouraged to seek out and foster such a relationship wherever it is possible.
happy modelling

Tom

Members discussing basic hull construction during the April
“Show & Tell” at Cherrybrook.

SMSC COMMITTEE
(for 2012-13)
We welcome our new Committee for the next 12 months, you are welcome to make contact
for Club business at the email address indicated.
President:

Mike Barton

president@smsc.org.au

Vice-Pres:

Harry Goedings

Treasurer:

Mario Nolasco

vicepresident@smsc.org.au

Secretary:

c/- President

treasurer@smsc.org.au

Public Officer

Gary Renshaw

publicofficer@smsc.org.au

Commitee:

Christine Barton (Assistant Secretary)
Michael Bennett (Resource Co-ordinator)
Peter Law (Membership Secretary)

ANMM Liaison:

Gordon Pusey (Webmaster)

webmaster@smsc.org.au

Tom Wolf (Newsletter Ed.)

chatterbox@smsc.org.au

Richard Keyes

Research Officer: Leon Griffiths

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of SMSC will be at 7:30pm on
Tuesday, 25 September 2012
at the Peter Doyle Learning Centre, ANMM at
Darling Harbour unless otherwise notified.
Members are encouraged to bring projects for
display and discussion.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT—A.G.M. July 2012
Quite a lot has occurred during the past 16 months.
On the 8th March 2011 we had a meeting in the Granville Council Library.
= Now we have committee meetings and S & T at the ANMM once every odd month and a
at someone’s home on a weekend once every even month.
Back then we were just a group of people who shared a common interest.
- Now we are an incorporated club.
At that first meeting (Granville) there were 14 interested people.
- Now we have 21 paying members and 1 honorary member.

S & T

To get to where we are now we started with a group of 4 who worked out enough information to be presented to the group so that we could start a club. The 4 people were Gary Renshaw, Harry Goedings, Peter Law and myself.. I obtained the information from Fair Trading which instructed us on how to form an
incorporated club. I think we held about 3 meetings at Gary’s place and went through Fair Trading’s model
constitution to see if it would relate to our club and we came to the agreement that we should adopt it.
Some of us had other tasks; Because of the expense we still do not have any form of insurance however
Peter spent a fair amount of time looking into the insurance for the committee members and club. Gary
wrote up the Aims and Objectives and submitted the forms to Fair Trading. Once all this information was
passed at a general meeting we formed the first committee.
* I was president and secretary. The president’s position isn’t too onerous however the secretarial work
does become busy around meeting time.
* Harry Goedings was the vice president. Both he and his wife had some health problems during the year
and this made it difficult for him to attend meetings. Also Harry lives at Katoomba. He was always in contact with me and I know he would have liked to have come to more meetings.
* Mario Nolasco was our treasurer and he organised the setting up of the club’s account at Encompass
credit union. For every committee meeting, Mario had the financial statement prepared. Mario also did a
lot of work that I should have done with regards to membership applications.
* Gary Renshaw was the Public Officer, i.e. the link between Fair Trading and our club. Gary also donated
the kit model (Dominica) which was raffled off and netted the club $278. Already this year Gary has donated the completed “Isabella” a Murray River paddle wheel steamer which will also be raffled off to raise
funds for the club.
* Gordon Pusey and Tom Wolf were the other committee members. Gordon offered to get the website up
and running for the club and this became difficult at times due to problems in contacting the hosting company and time restrictions with full time work. Tom offered to be the editor of our bimonthly newsletter. I
am also grateful to Tom for keeping me on track with many aspects of running meetings and being president.
* Richard Keyes is our ANMM liaison person. Richard is a volunteer at the ANMM and he is only too willing to assist our club with any matters relating to the ANMM. I have come to realize that Richard is a very
proactive person; he organises the booking of the PDLC and many other behind the scenes items. We
thank the ANMM for assisting us with the venue for meetings.
* Thanks must go to Ralph Hannaford, Michael Bennett and Mike Barton who have offered their homes for
the even month S & T. These have not been as well attended as we had thought however they allow 5
extra S & T’s a year and with a small group the information passed on can be quite detailed.
* Finally I must thank Christina for taking the minutes of each meeting. Christina and Michael also set up
the facebook page and have kept it up to date.
Without the willingness of people to freely volunteer their time and effort we would not be where we are
today.

CLUB NEWS
JUNE WEEKEND “S & T”

(show & tell)

- Report by Michael Barton
The third weekend S&T was held at Michael and Anelia Bennett’s home in Rose Bay on the
17th of June. Although only three club members were in attendance, we all gained many tips
and ideas from each other.
Tom Wolf brought along his partly completed model of the “Falcon” and all of the kit components. This kit is produced by Artesania Latina and Tom purchased it in 2010.
We were impressed by the plans which included the written instructions, detailed sketches
(especially of the rigging) and a well illustrated colour booklet (photographs) that is to be used
in conjunction with the other plans.
This kit also came with a large full size
colour poster of the finished ship top and
side elevation.
This poster would not look out of place
were it to be framed and hung.

Within the kit are many cast components.
Tom does not like these because normally
on a ship these components would be
constructed of timber and they are simple
enough to reproduce.
In Tom’s eyes, the biggest drawback with this kit is that the hull is single planked. He had finished the planking with 2mm walnut supplied but was unhappy with the result and therefore
stripped off all the planking.
Tom then used 1mm balsa strips as a first layer of planking and is at present in the process of
fastening on the outer layer of planks using 1mm walnut.
This model provided the vehicle for quite an amount of lively discussion
cont ...
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Although we had viewed Michael Bennett’s miniature models earlier in the year at the ANMM, we
could not resist another look, and Michael gave us
some interesting history about some of these models plus modelling tips and resources.
We were then treated to a showing of his workshop.
I think that I am just as interested in the specialised
and home-made machines, tools and jigs used by
modellers as the models themselves.
Morning tea was also a treat as their eating area
overlooks the harbour and at times we were all
mesmerised by the activities on the harbour.
A truly enjoyable morning.

AUGUST S&T
The August S&T will be at the home of GARY RENSHAW
at 35 King St, Glenbrook on Saturday, 26 August at 10:00

THANK YOU
The Committee and Members of SMSC
gratefully thank the

CLOVELLY SCOUT GROUP
for generously making their Hall available for our A.G.M.
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MODEL REVIEW

“SIR EDWARD HAWKE”
Richard Keyes displayed the Marblehead
Schooner Sir Edward Hawke. The ship was
built in New York in 1767.
This Navy Board (also known as Dockyard or
Admiralty) style model was scratch built in
1995 using lime, boxwood and walnut.
It was not made to any particular scale but is
particularly robust so it could be handled by
Richard’s father who was blind.
It was intended as a “braille “ model to give him some idea of the hobby, so there are no fragile parts or protrusions on it which could be
easily broken. The tiller, catheads and masts are all removable.
Richard used the plans drawn by Harold Hahn (*see note below) which
Richard found in the first of the “Ship Modeler’s Shop Notes” books
published by the Nautical Research Guild (of which our honorary member Don Dressel is a director.)
The model was being brought back to Australia by Richard in 1999 when he had the great
pleasure of visiting Harold in his home in Ohio. He must have been suitably impressed by it
because he later sent Richard two of his original boxwood carvings of the crew which “man”
his models. The figure seen on the base of this model is one of those original boxwood figures, it is beautifully carved and is valued highly. Harold carved about a dozen of these figures which he used to make castings when he needed more crew men.
This model was a prize winner in the Royal Easter Show several years ago.
The Hahn method, as it is commonly referred to, is highly recommended for anyone wishing
to have a go at making this style of model.
Displayed at the July 2011 meeting

*Harold Hahn
is a highly skilled artist and model maker who has written two books on his method of
making Navy Board models whereby all of the frames are extended to a common building
board, thus ensuring correct spacing and alignment of the frames. It is basically quite easy
and foolproof if you work with care. Many fine Admiralty-style models have been made using his method. He has produced plans for several Colonial and Revolutionary War ships
which are apparently still available.
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DISPLAY REVIEW
Kevin
Hudson
addressed the July 2011
meeting and made a comprehensive
PowerPoint
presentation about flags,
ensigns and pennants.
The handouts provided to
those in attendance will
serve them well for decorating their models more
realistically in the future.
The presentation included a method
of using rice paper to make the flags
and to have realistic creases/folds as
if blowing in the wind and emphasised the necessity to research to ensure that the flag is correct in design
for the particular era.
Kevin explained that he learned his
technique from Gus Agustin, who
was the artist who in fact made the
flags that were displayed on the model brought along to further illustrate
the PowerPoint presentation.
The model shown in the photo (on which the flags were displayed) is the Caroline built by
Richard Keyes.
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Maritime Museum of
Barcelona, Spain
In downtown Barcelona, near the docks
(and only a stone’s throw from the Columbus Column on the Ramblas) is the
MUSEU MARÍTIM DE BARCELONA.
This permanent exhibition is housed in
a 13th century royal shipyard.
Apart from a fascinating and plentiful
exhibition including model ships, drawings, replicas, paintings and figureheads.
The Museum also houses a faithful reproduction of a 16th century 60 metre
long galley.

If you have an opportunity to travel and go
to Barcelona, this is a worthwhile excursion, it will take you about 1 1/2 to 2 hours
to see everything.

Report by Tom Wolf
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