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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 
On behalf of the Committee of SMSC and myself, I wish all our readers a very 

joyous safe and peaceful Christmas and holiday season and we hope that Santa 

will  all of you the model that you wish build.  

May your New Year be one filled with happiness and good health and we hope to see you 

at all our meetings in 2013. 

We continue requesting contributions  to keep this Mag alive and interesting, please send 

contributions to chatterbox@smsc.org.au 

happy modelling 

Tom 

Every picture is 

worth a thousand 

words … even our 

most experienced 

modellers enjoy 

their discussion at 

our weekend 

S&T’s ... Kevin 

and Richard at the 

October S&T. 



SMSC COMMITTEE 

(for 2012-13) 

We welcome our new Committee for the next 12 months, you are welcome to make contact 

for Club business at the email address indicated. 

President: 

Vice-Pres: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 

Public Officer 

Commitee: 

 

Mike Barton 

Harry Goedings 

Mario Nolasco 

c/- President 

Gary Renshaw 

Christine Barton (Assist. Secretary) 

Michael Bennett (Resource Co-ord) 

Peter Law (Membership Secretary) 

Gordon Pusey (Webmaster) 

Tom Wolf (Newsletter Ed.) 

Richard Keyes (ANMM Liaison) 

Leon Griffiths (Research Officer) 

president@smsc.org.au 

vicepresident@smsc.org.au 

treasurer@smsc.org.au 

 

publicofficer@smsc.org.au 

 

 

 

webmaster@smsc.org.au 

chatterbox@smsc.org.au 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of SMSC will be at 7:30pm on 

Tuesday, 5 February 2013 

at the Peter Doyle Learning Centre, ANMM at Darling Harbour unless 

otherwise notified. 

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion. 

 

WEEKEND S&T’s 

There will be no weekend S&T held in December but there will be one held 

on 23 February 2013 at the home of Tom Wolf.  

This S&T will actually be a “flagmaking workshop” and all members will  

receive reminders of date, time and venue closer to the event.  
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PORT MACQUARIE MODEL EXHIBITION 

2013 
We are informed by Wayne Salter of the Port Macquarie Club that the dates for the 2013 Ex-
hibition are Friday 9th to Sunday 11th August. 

Further updates as they come to hand, we hope this helps with your yearly planning. Any fur-
ther enquiries please contact Wayne... 0419486366. 

Members and supporters of SMSC attend Exhibitions held by other Clubs  and visiting such 
Expos is recommended to all would be and seasoned model makers.  

REGISTRATION OF EQUIPMENT 

AND SPECIALISED MATERIALS/

TOOLS AND BOOKS 
As decided at the last AGM, the Club is compiling a register of any equipment and special-
ised materials that Members have and that they would be prepared to share with other 
Members. 

Michael Bennett was appointed the Resources Co-ordinator and Leon Griffith was appointed 
the Research Officer of SMSC and you can email a list of any relevant items that you feel 
would assist in creating a data bank that all of us could use. 

When we have the information, the most effective format to allow people to access it will be 
prepared.  

For each item/book you should provide: 

1. A brief (maximum two sentence) description, which would probably cover the size, and 
 capacity of the item/book   e.g. “Drill Press, ¼ HP 12mm chuck capacity” 

2. An image if possible 

3. An address or at least the suburb so that people can see how far they have to travel 

4. A way of making contact so that arrangement can be made. 

5. Please indicate whether you are prepared for the item/book to be taken away by the 
borrower or if you will only allow use/access at your home. 

 

Contacts: 

 Equipment/materials/tools:  Michael Bennett mbennett@jacksonteece.com  

 

 Books/articlesmagazines:  Leon Griffiths  info@leongriffiths.net 
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Richard has brought this model to a number of Club meetings and 
S&T’s so we have seen it develop from its embryonic state to com-
pletion over the past months. The model is based on the “Schooner 
for Port Jackson” hull but that is where it stops. 

As Richard had already made 6 or 7 schooners of various sizes and 
presentations, he wanted a bit of a change, so to come up with 
something different he decided to design his own, but by using the 
basic hull parts from the kit he saved himself some time and effort. 

The hull has been extended about 12- 14 mm so that the rudder is 
enclosed in the hull rather than being mounted on the transom. The 
fore and aft deck areas which are flat on the kit model have been 
raised and Richard added a cabin. Other small changes include 
adding head rails, a figurehead and transom decoration. 

As a one-off ship, it needed a name so the name plate on the transom reads RAMBLIN' … 
just because.  

MODEL REVIEW 

RAMBLIN’ 
- scratch built by Richard Keyes 



October S&T 
Report by Tom Wolf, photos by Michael Barton 

A most informative S&T was held at the home of Janos Nemeth well attended by Members 

of the Club who were not disappointed either by the quality of the models displayed and dis-

cussed or by the fantastic lunch laid on by the host (and more importantly by Mrs host). 

Kevin Hudson brought along his “Beagle” which is developing very nicely (as will be seen 

from the cover and other photographs) and we also discussed one of Michael Bennett’s min-

iature migrant ships, the “Edinburgh Castle”. 
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Bob Conlon brought along his “Victory” for discussion 

and we hope that he was assisted with his questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then looked at Janos’ various 

models and carvings (both finished 

and almost finished), and then went on 

a conducted tour of his workshop. This 

is very well laid out … and away from 

the “trafficable” part of the home … to 

enable modelling without the constant 

household distractions. It is very well 

set up with lots of specialised tools 

that are needed by the modeller. As 

we know, Janos is an expert “carver” 

and seeing his workshop helps in ap-

preciating the work that he does. 
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MODEL REVIEW 

HMS Unicorn (1748 as in 1756) 
- scratch built by Tom Wolf 

The scratch built model of 

H.M.S. Unicorn was dis-

played at the March 2012 

meeting (see Newsletter #1). 

Historical facts are from re-

search on the internet 

(Wikipedia). 

Corel has a 1:75 kit model of 

the Unicorn which it describes 

as "British Frigate H.M.S. Uni-

corn - 1790". That kit is prob-

ably intended to be this 1748 

ship as by 1790 this beak-

nosed ship was no longer in 

service, but as the Corel re-

searchers got their facts so 

totally wrong (by about 40 

years), Tom utilised a bit of “modeller’s license” in building his scratch built model. 

 

Operator: Royal Navy 

Ordered: 29 April 1747 from Plymouth Dockyard 

Laid down: 3 July 1747; launched: 7 December 1748; completed: 17 July 1749 

Fate: Broken up December 1771 at Sheerness Dockyard 

General characteristics: 

Class and type: Lyme class frigate 

Tons burthen:  581 50/94 BM 

Length:   117 ft 10 in (35.9 m) 

Beam:   33 ft 8 in (10.3 m) 

Depth of hold:  10 ft 2 in (3.1 m) 

Complement:  160 (increased to 200 in 1756) 

Armament:  UD: twenty-four 9-pounder guns; 

   QD: four 3-pounder guns; also 12 Swivels. 

(cont. p.8) 
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(cont. from p.7) 

HMS Unicorn was a 28-gun, Sixth Rate frigate of the Royal Navy. Originally ordered as a 24 

gun ship to the draft of the French privateer Tyger. The third vessel of the Royal Navy to bear 

the name, this Unicorn, as well as the Lyme which was a near-sister, were the first true frig-

ates built for the Royal Navy.  

They were actually completed with 28 guns including the four smaller weapons on the quarter-

deck, but the latter were not included in the ship's official establishment until 22 September 

1756.  

The two ships differed in detail, the Unicorn having a beakhead bow and a unicorn figurehead, 

while the Lyme had a round bow and a lion figurehead. 

The Unicorn was first commissioned in March 1749 under Captain Molyneaux Shuldham, un-

der whose command she spent her first commission in the Mediterranean until returning home 

to pay off at Deptford in June 1752.  

After repairs, she was recommissioned in January 1753 under Captain Matthew Buckle, and 

sailed for the Mediterranean again in April 1753. In February 1756 command passed to Cap-

tain James Galbraith, then in that September to Captain John Rawling. After active and contin-

uous service during the Seven Years War, she finally paid off in late 1763, and was broken up 

in 1771. 


