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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of SMSC will be at 7:30pm on Tuesday, 24 September 2013
at the Peter Doyle Learning Centre, ANMM at Darling Harbour
Unless otherwise notified.
Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion.

AUGUST WEEKEND S&T
The August S&T will be held at the home of
Richard Keyes at 5 Clement St., Enfield (aka South Strathfield
on Saturday, 24th August 2013 from 10:00am to 12:00pm (Ph: 9642 1665).
There will be a nautical banner outside for easy identification

NEW SMSC COMMITTEE (for ‘13-14)

Your Committee members for 2013/14 are as follows, you are welcome to make
contact for Club business at the email address indicated.
President:

Mike Barton

president@smsc.org.au

Vice-Pres:

Harry Goedings

vicepresident@smsc.org.au

Treasurer:

Peter Law

treasurer@smsc.org.au

Secretary:

c/- President

Public Officer

Gary Renshaw

Commitee:

Christine Barton (Assist. Secretary)

publicofficer@smsc.org.au

Michael Bennett (Resource/Research)
Gordon Pusey (Webmaster)

webmaster@smsc.org.au

Tom Wolf (Newsletter Editor)

chatterbox@smsc.org.au

Richard Keyes (ANMM Liaison)
Leon Griffiths

Sydney Model Shipbuilders Club presents

MODEL SHIP EXPO 2013
We remind you that our first Model Ship Expo will be held

at Penrith RSL Club on 2 and 3 November 2013.
It is now time to enter one or more of your models, please
contact:
Gary Renshaw via email info@modelshipyard.com.au
to register your interest, we will then send further information to you. Models of all standards and categories are
welcome.
As well as having many interesting and varied models on
display, there will be presentations by experienced modellers on modelling topics such as wood carving, rope
making, miniature models and hull planking.
There will also be a presentation on Matthew Flinders and
the HMS Investigator.

OTHER EVENTS IN 2013:
PORT MACQUARIE:

At Panthers Auditorium on August 9-11, 2013.
For more details, contact Wayne Salters on wayne-salter1@bigpond.com

CANBERRA EXPO 2013:

This year’s Expo celebrates the Canberra
Model Shipwrights Society’s Silver Jubilee and also the Canberra Centenary, and will be held at Belconnen Arts Center,
118 Emu Bank Road, Belconnen on 21-22 September 2013.
Contact Max Fitton by email on seagoon@netspeed.com.au
or 0429 602 597
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JUNE WEEKEND S&T
A most entertaining Sunday morning get-together at the home of Ralph Hannaford, 4 Members were present. Ralph commented on the value of the meeting for
him as he is unable to attend the regular Club weekday meetings owing to other
commitments, this meeting turned out to be on the main a hands on meeting where we discussed and then tried our hands at carrying out all those little fussy things that we otherwise
may never get to learn.
Firstly, it is important to keep in mind that there is a right way and a
wrong way to wind the spare rope on the deck (like on each side of a
cannon or as a painter at the bow of a rowboat). Because of the natural
qualities of ropes, they cannot be wound into a tight
circle in the centre as real ropes don’t allow for that,
so always allow a hollow center … say the circumference of a toothpick or your tweezers when winding a 0.25mm cord.
Start with some sticky tape, then wind the cord around the tip of your
tweezers for a few turns. The tip of your tweezers should allow for the hollow center. Don’t make the coil of cord too long as that is also unnatural,
possibly 3 to 4 full winds is sufficient.
Then you can glue the coil together, if you don’t want to discolour the cord you can use PVA
(superglue discolours the cord), wait for it to dry and then peel it off the sticky tape, it is ready
to use. Don’t forget that if you are using it on each side of the cannon, one side is wound
clockwise and the other is wound anti-clockwise.
Tom Wolf then demonstrated his method of hanking rope, this method is fully illustrated in an
article in this Newsletter. We then all had a try to use this method with relative success.
Some time was then spent in trying other “sailor’s knots”, such as:
“round turn and 2 half hitches” used to tie up a dinghy to a jetty;
“bowline” - a non-slip noose which could be used to haul a human into the air securely
and can be undone even if the rope is wet and pulled tight;
“sheepshank” used to bypass a weakness (such as fraying) in a rope without the need
to replace it immediately;
“sheetbend” used to tie 2 ropes of unequal thickness together
Tom also demonstrated the “rolling hitch” as used by
Australian scouts (some English publications call a different knot by this name). This is a useful knot when
setting a mast on a model, a number of shroud lines can
be run to the top of the mast and tied off this way while
they are easily adjusted to make sure the mast is centred and not leaning side/side or forward/backward, before tying it off on the deadeyes when all is perfect.
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Tom then demonstrated how he makes his pyramid of cannon balls. It
starts off with a cradle (called a “monkey”) made of ice cream sticks,
made to measure depending on the size of the pyramid base you wish
to achieve. The cannon balls are actually the ball chain you can get in
most hardware stores, the connecting piece is snipped off with pliers.
Gladwrap or some plastic that superglue does not
stick to is then put on top of the monkey, the “balls”
are put in place layer by layer, and once you get the
pyramid, drip on the superglue making sure every
ball has some glue on it. Finish it off by painting if
you wish.

After some refreshing morning tea Richard Keyes showed his
further progress on the Axel Thorsen, a Norwegian gunboat
that he had showed at the May club meeting (see report in
Chatterbox #8).
The method Richard used involves "tack gluing" a number of
timber blanks together to form a rectangular block and then
shaping the block into a hull.
The hull is then disassembled, every alternate blank or frame is
removed and the remaining frames are reassembled (on a jig
to ensure proper alignment) using every other frame with small
spacer pieces inserted in place of the blanks which
were removed.
This creates what is known as an "admiralty" style model. The
left-over alternate frames have been used to form a second hull. Richard is still deciding whether to make another Axel
Thorsen model or create something different, perhaps another
version of a gunboat. The first hull is about to receive its deck.
We thank Ralph for making his home available for this meeting.
We used the expression ”monkey” above when we were making model cannon pyramids,
here’s betting some of you didn't know this! In the heyday of sailing ships, all war ships and
many freighters carried iron cannons. Those cannons fired round iron cannon balls. It was
necessary to keep a good supply near the cannon. However, how to prevent them from rolling
about the deck? The best storage method devised was a square-based pyramid with one ball
on top, resting on four resting on nine, which rested on sixteen. Thus, a supply of 30 cannon
balls could be stacked in a small area right next to the cannon. There was only one problem...how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding or rolling from under the others. The solution
was a metal plate called a 'Monkey' with 16 round indentations. However, if this plate were
made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it. The solution to the rusting problem was to
make 'Brass Monkeys.' Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts much more and much
faster than iron when chilled. Consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the brass
indentations would shrink so much that the iron cannonballs would come right off the monkey.
Thus, it was quite literally, 'Cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey.'
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TOM’S METHOD — HANKING (COILING) EXCESS ROPE
by Tom Wolf
“Hanking” refers to the way spare lengths of rope are coiled so they can then be hung on the
belaying pins. Once again, there is a right way and a wrong way to do it. Hanking is not just
making a ‘figure 8” in the rope and then twisting the rope end around the centre. That is not how
sailors did it, it tends to foul up the rope when you unwind it. You make coils of the rope and
then twist the end around the centre (frapping turns), but the end of the rope is led through the
eye of the “figure 8” and pulled back tight. It is only this loop that is then placed over the belaying pin
To hank your rigging cord, all you need is a template, such as an ice cream stick (slightly tapered to make it easy to slip the coil off), a pair of pointed end tweezers and glue (preferably
PVA). The ice cream stick is just about perfect for approximately 1:50 scale models (8mm wide),
adjust the width (circumference of the coiled cord) to suit your model scale.
Step 1:

Step 2:

Hold one end of
cord
with
your
thumb against the
template.

Wind
the
cord
around the template
3 times

Step 3:

Step 4:

Slide the cord under
the end bit that you
had been holding
against the template

Slide the coil off the
template until you
can get your tweezer
tynes under the cord

Step 5:

Step 6:

Open the tweezer,
lead
the
cord
through the open
tynes of the tweezer

Do 2 frapping turns
using the tweezers to
keep the coil open,
making a “figure 8”

Step 7:

Step 8:

Thread the end of
the cord through
the “eye”

Make a loop by
threading it back
through the “eye”
again

Step 9:

Step 10:

Make the loop the
correct size to slip
over the belaying
pin’s head

Finish with a dab
of glue or hair
spray, cut off excess when dry

Happy modelling!
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MODELLING HINTS — CLAMPING
by Tom Wolf
Recently I have had to look at the question of securing planks to frames, in other words,
"clamping".
I looked at the various forums on the Net, different modellers rave about the virtues of the different methods and tools that are available and I thought it may assist Members if I listed my findings.
For single plank models there are various clamps that are available, they all seem simple and
effective:
1.
pin or nail: works almost every time, leaves small holes in the timbers when they are removed but these can usually be covered or filled by sanding. The disadvantage is that it often
takes some effort to push the pins or nails through (especially if the frames
are made of thin plywood) and sometimes the planks and the frames are split
in the process, especially going around difficult curves.
2.

frame-clamps:

a.
Model Shipways: effective clamp that secures to the frame and the use
of a number of clamps from above and below can secure a plank safely even
around a very difficult bend. Has the disadvantage of being quite expensive.
b.

screw-into-the-frame: as will be seen from the pictures, available as both metal and plastic
and various colours, but all are
effective is securing the planks
to the frame, can also be used
from below and above. One
has to be careful using these
as they also can split the frame
when screwing into place.

c.

modified paper clips: extremely effective and CHEAP!!
Can also be used from below
and above to ensure proper
placement of the planks and is
very effective around curves.

For double plank models, for the second layer the options
are reduced to just 2:
1.

the pin or nail method; or

2.

the screw into the frame method; or most commonly a combination of these two.

Happy modelling!
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JULY MEETING (AGM) AND S&T

The July meeting
started with the
AGM, we had 10
Members
attend
and a new Committee was elected
for the coming
year, the outgoing Committee was thanked for their hard work in the past year. The Club has
grown and is financially sound, and we look forward to our first Expo in November, special mention was made of the hard work being done by the organising Committee.
It was resolved that Membership fees will remain as in the past year.
After the AGM and a short Committee
meeting, the 10 Members who attended were treated to a further update of
Richard Keyes’ build of the Axel
Thorsen. The 2 guns and gun carriages are ready, so is the circular rail
(Richard got a bit of help from Kevin
Hudson).

.

As can be seen from the photos, the model is
well advanced.
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Tom Wolf brought along his project on HMT Dunera (HMT stands for “Hired Military
Transport”). This was one of the ships that took the New Zealand and Australian troops to
Egypt in January and April 1940 and then became infamous for bringing “enemy aliens” to
Australia in September 1940. These “enemy aliens” became known as the “Dunera Boys”, the
subject of a telemovie by that name.
Tom is building this project with Michael Bennett,
Tom’s model will be 1:350 and Michael’s to be
1:600 scale.
Tom told about the history of the ship which was
launched in 1937 in time for WW2 and remained
in service through the occupation of Japan and
the Korean War, being broken up in 1967.

After a short discussion about the colour livery
of troop transports and the repainting during
wartime, Tom then displayed the jig that he
has completed as per the plans, although he is
still having problems in “laying the keel”.
He will be using balsa to build the hull, this will
then be finished with talc and dope for a
smooth finish.
We then did something we have never done before, as we went around the table and all present talked about the models they were just finishing, still working on, or about to start, and we
were able to resolve some niggling issues that hopefully will help to complete the projects. We
all learned from this form of discussion.
It became evident that there are many models either just completed or about to be completed,
let’s hope that we may get to see the models, if not at the bi-monthly meeting, then at the November Expo!
An elderly couple are on a long flight. Over the PA the Captain announces: "Ladies and Gentlemen, I am afraid I have some very bad news. Our engines have seized, and the plane is
going down. Luckily, I see an island below us where we can land, but it seems to be uncharted; I am unable to find it on our maps. So the odds are that we will never be rescued and will
have to live on the island for a very long time, if not for the rest of our lives."
A few minutes later after the plane lands safely on the island the man turns to his wife and
asks, "Did you send the cheque to Modellers Shipyard for that last order yet?" "Oh no, I forgot to send the cheque!!" she responded. He laughs, then asks, "Did you remember to pay
for my SMSC membership?" "Oh I forgot that one too!" By this time the husband is practically choking with laughter and she asks "So what are you so happy about?" He responds,
"They'll find us."
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