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ISSUE # 10 OCTOBER 2013 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of SMSC will be at 7:30pm on 

Tuesday, 26 November 2013  

    at the Peter Doyle Learning Centre, ANMM at Darling Harbour unless     

otherwise notified. 

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion. 

This will also be our Christmas Party, please bring a small plate of things to 

eat and a drink, visitors are welcome. 

The October S&T will be held at the home of  Cynthia Knapp at 

24 Pennant Parade, Carlingford  

on Sunday,  6th October  from 10:00am to 12:00pm.  

Cynthia’s late husband was an avid modeller and his collection of models 

will be available for viewing, please RSVP to Mike Barton. 

OCTOBER WEEKEND S&T 

From the various comments we are getting, 

we believe that Members enjoy reading 

Chatterbox, and we hope that you are also 

able to use some of the ideas that we are 

floating around. 

Having experienced other people’s ideas 

and input, please support your Chatterbox 

with ideas, photos and articles. 

… Ed 

GET RIGHT BEHIND YOUR CHATTERBOX! 



SMSC COMMITTEE (for ‘13-14) 

Your Committee members for 2013/14 are as follows, you are welcome to make 

contact for Club business at the email address indicated. 

President: 

Vice-Pres: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 

Public Officer: 

Commitee: 

 

Mike Barton 

Harry Goedings 

Peter Law  

c/- President 

Gary Renshaw 

Christine Barton (Assist. Secretary) 

Michael Bennett (Resource/Research ) 

Gordon Pusey (Webmaster) 

Tom Wolf (Newsletter Ed.) 

Richard Keyes (ANMM Liaison) 

Leon Griffiths  

president@smsc.org.au 

vicepresident@smsc.org.au 

treasurer@smsc.org.au 

 

publicofficer@smsc.org.au 

 

 

webmaster@smsc.org.au 

chatterbox@smsc.org.au 

- 2 - 

Sydney Model Shipbuilders Club presents  

MODEL SHIP EXPO ‘13 
It’s just around the corner, don’t forget!! Where? 

at Penrith RSL Club on 2 and 3 November 2013. 

It’s not too late to enter one or more models (including ongoing 

projects), please contact:  

Gary Renshaw via email info@modelshipyard.com.au   

to register your interest, we will then send further information to 

you. You can download an Exhibitor Nomination Form from our 

Website: smsc.org.au 

Models of all standards and categories are welcome. 

As well as the models on display,  there will be presentations by 

experienced modellers on modelling topics throughout the 2 days, 

so come along and share the experience! 
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AUGUST WEEKEND S&T 
 

Report by Mike Barton, photos Tom Wolf 

T’was a lovely spring morning when a small group of us (Michael Bennett, Tom 

and Sandy Wolf, Mark Dawson Christina Barton, Mike Barton, Richard and 

Keitha Keyes and Baxter the dog) attended the August S & T at Richard & 

Keitha Keyes’ home at Enfield. This time we started with morning tea and then 

got down to business.  

Richard showed us his workshop (a shed in 

the back yard) which he had been ordered to 

clean up by Keitha.   

It was a good size and very well set out in the 

way it used every little useable space, even an 

otherwise useless corner was able to be used 

by installing a “Lazy Susan” .  

The workshop was loaded with all manner of 

hand and power tools, all the tools were 

racked in a compact manner.  

Richard showed us a number of his home 

made tools and jigs. 

We then went back into the 

house and Richard gave us 

a tour of some of the mod-

els he had constructed over 

the years, a real “Aladdin’s 

Cave” full of treasures. 

Richard has about twenty of 

his models on display, and 

we were given  information 

on the history of these ships 

and the construction tech-

niques used. 



As will be seen, the models are exquisite, many are constructed in the “Admiralty” style and 
they span the period from early 18th Century (“Royal Caroline”) through the time of sail to the 
time of steam, from side paddle to propellers, and right up to the yet to be launched “Red 
Square”. Included are “HMS Bellona” and the “Bounty”, as well as very many others, all the 
models are displayed in acrylic cases, Richard made the timber bases and the acrylic cases 
are made for Richard by City West Plastics at Rydalmere.  
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We finished the morning with some presen-

tations: 

Tom spoke on his progress with “HMS 

Leopard”. This project is from the plans 

that are included in the book “The 50 Gun 

Ship” by Rif Winfield.   

This entire scratch built model has so far 

been made at a Men’s Shed in Waverley 

but Tom expects that he will have to com-

plete the rigging (whenever the project gets 

to that stage), at home. 

There was excited discussion about  the 

upcoming EXPO at Penrith in November. 

We were amazed with the precision and detail of this model, it even has steps into the swim-

ming pool!  

Richard also brought out some magazines on miniature models which made our jaws drop.  

There was much discussion during these presentations and I am certain that we all gained 

from going to this S & T. 

Michael Bennett dazzled us with his progress on his latest 

model, the “Edinburgh Castle”. He demonstrated to us the 

technique and template he has developed to construct the 

many gravity davits for use on this micro scale model. 
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THE PORT MACQUARIE MODEL EXPO 

Panthers — August 2013 

Report by Tom Wolf 

One of our Members, Kevin Hudson exhibited his “HMS Beagle” at the Port Macquarie Expo 

and attracted quite a crowd all wanting to see this fantastic model and to hear of the way he 

went about constructing it.  

Without wanting to detract in any way from the rest of the Expo, Kevin’s model was by far the 

best constructed and displayed model among the small number of timber historical model 

ships. The Expo was mainly made up of exhibits of model trains, cars, steam engines, radio 

controlled marine vessels and aircraft, and Task Force modern ships. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
NATIONAL MARITIME FESTIVAL 2014: 

Members are invited to exhibit on 26 January 2014 at the 

Festival at the Newcastle Maritime Centre. 

For details contact Erica Townsend (Event Manager) on 02 4929 2588 or  

0411 461 075 (m),  or by email  newcastle@nationalmaritimefestival.org.au 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING AND S&T 
Articles by the exhibitors, photos by Tom Wolf 

The Committee meeting went a little over-time as we had a lot to discuss, in 

particular the forthcoming Expo at the Penrith RSL Club. 

PERSEVERANCE  by Peter Law 

I chose 'Perseverance' for two reasons: 

1.  I was taken by its clean lines and uncluttered appear-

ance and because the Modellers Shipyard kit was sup-

ported by an excellent instruction manual and a 'how to 

build' DVD by Leon Griffiths.   

2.  The spiral-bound manual contains many colour pho-

tographs and drawings to support the text. Also, it in-

cludes the deck plan and rigging diagrams thereby doing 

away with those unwieldy separate page plans common to many other kits.   

While the DVD here and there uses different timbers and 

varies the construction sequence, it contains a great deal 

of information and many tips and techniques that apply to 

the construction of any model. 

Having said that, anything can be improved and my tup-

pence worth is this: the addition of an index/contents list 

for the instructions and a menu for the DVD would be a 

big help to the modeller searching for the "now how did 

they say how to do that bit". 

Browsing the internet for the story behind the owner/

builder of the real 'Perseverance', Robert Campbell (of 

Campbell’s Cove in Sydney) and his extended family and 

its connections with the society of the time, early 1800s, 

at many different levels, made the building of this model 

all the more interesting. 

In all, the build took some time as after building for 6 

months I took a break for 6 months, but I am most pleased with the results. As for degree of 

difficulty, I think that this model could be a first attempt for a person who has some basic skills. 
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 SPUYTEN DUYVIL (tug boat model) by Richard Keyes. 

I had been wanting to make a cut-away model of a small 

modern ship so  I designed this one myself after visiting 

the tug boats at the  wharves in Balmain Cove. It contains features from several different  tug-

boats which I found interesting from the modelling point of view.    

It was not built to any particular scale and there is no guarantee that it would not capsize in real 

life. The hull is made up of three  layers of pine wood with the various openings cut out of  them 

before the hull was glued together. Lots of bits and pieces from my scraps box were used to 

make up the various fittings. Unlike most of my wooden models, this one has a lot of plastic 

card and paint. The buffers on the bow are made from rubber "O" ring stock. 

A small wheat grain bulb illuminates the interior operated by a switch under the base. The wir-

ing runs down through one of the pedestals.  

A small  tasteful pin-up  calendar hangs in the engine room. Most of the engine rooms I saw 

had one so, to be authentic,  I had to look through many girlie magazines before I found  one  

the right size. 

Since it is not a real boat I had to 

come up with a name for it so I  

chose “Spuyten Duyvil” which is 

the name of a small town on the 

lower  Hudson River. The story be-

hind the name is  that a Prussian 

soldier wanted to cross the river on 

a stormy night. When told the ferry 

was not running due to the weather 

he said that he was going to cross 

the river "in spite of the devil". The 

name has nothing whatsoever to do 

with the boat, I just wanted to use it. 
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‘DUNERA” joint project by Michael 

Bennett and Tom Wolf 

This long-term project has been re-

ported in earlier Mags, so an update 

was given. Michael’s micro model is 

advancing as will be seen in the pho-

tograph, it will be an above waterline 

model.  

On the other hand, Tom’s bread and 

butter full model has just about been 

scrapped and a fresh start has been 

made, this time Tom will attempt it 

with a central spine (as shown cut out 

in the photo) and laying the half decks onto the spine and into the jig that was previously made 

from the plans. The problem was created by the plans that were being used, they were Gen-

eral Arrangement and not full building plans, hopefully the problems will now be overcome. 

 

‘HMS LEOPARD’ by Tom Wolf 

I am building the model of the 54 gun 

(actually 54 gun) HMS Leopard from 

the plans and details set out in Rif 

Winfield’s book “the 50 Gun Ship” and 

I am building the model (at least part 

of the time) at my local Men’s Shed 

where it has created a lot of interest in 

modelling. 

This is the fifth wooden model ship 

that I am building, previously I had fin-

ished 3 kits from different manufactur-

ers and a “concept” ship that I built 

without plans, so the degree of diffi-

culty this time are numerous and huge. 

Firstly I have to choose the building material, then to follow plans which do not give any details 

or instructions as to the order in which different building tasks are to be done (which has al-

ready resulted in a lot of retro-fitting); and the most difficult is that this 4th Rater has 2 gun 

decks and guns on the Poop Deck as well. 

I have never done anything so difficult even from a kit, let alone straight off the plans. The pic-

ture shows the level of the build at the time of showing. 

I am thoroughly enjoying the challenge even though I expect that I will be looking forward to 

lots more retro-fits and pulling apart and rebuilding many hours of work, but I expect that re-

gardless of how the model finishes up, I will be proud of what I have done. 
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A PUZZLING QUESTION  

Article by Tom Wolf 

I recently purchased a Billing’s “Cutty 

Sark” kit, and before embarking on build-

ing the project I decided to visit the vari-

ous “Cutty Sark Forums” on the Internet. 

Apart from confirming that this will be a 

challenging project, I read a number of comments on the fact that the Billing’s model has a 

straight forecastle, whereas the real ship on display at Greenwich has a curved or contoured 

forecastle, and the comments have generally 

expressed dismay and disappointment that a 

“reputable model kit-maker” could make such 

an error. Initially I agreed with this view as I 

have commonly found that kit-makers utilise 

a huge element of “model maker’s license” in the kits being sold to the public. A perfect example 

was raised by Steve Hartigan in relation to the cross-section “USS Constitution” he built from a 

kit with 3 decks, and then had to retro-fit when he found that the real ship has 4 decks (see 

Chatterbox #4 October 2012)! 

Anyway, I then borrowed the 2 volume book “The 

Cutty Sark (The Ship and a Model)” by 

C.N.Longridge (originally published 1933), and I 

found that in a sleeve at the back of the book 

was a set of detailed model building plans by  

Harold A. Underhill, drawn in 1933. And guess 

what!! It shows the forecastle as straight! 

How could this happen? The answer may lie in 

that the Cutty Sark went through various func-

tions in its service career, from a tea clipper to a 

wool clipper and then on to other functions (including to train cadets), and the ship that we now 

see at Greenwich was restored to its present features between about 1948 and 1954 just before 

she went on public display (and then was further restored after the fire between 2007 and 2012). 

I believe that the shape of the forecastle may well have changed between 1933 and 1954 during 

the various refits and restorations, and the modeller must decide which version he will construct, 

this decision is to be made 

from the outset. 

As for me, I don’t like the looks 

of the straight forecastle, so I 

will build my model (when I 

eventually get around to it) 

with the contoured forecastle 

as shown in the pictures.  


