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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of SMSC will be at 7:30pm on
Tuesday, 4th February 2014
and the one after that will be at that time on Tuesday, 25 March 2014
at the Peter Doyle Learning Centre, ANMM at Darling Harbour unless
otherwise notified.
Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion.

WEEKEND S&T
The February S&T will be at the home of Gary Renshaw at
35 King Street, Glenbrook on
Sunday, 23 February 2014 from 10:00am to 12:30pm.
The April S&T will be at the home of Harry Goedings, date and time to be
advised.

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

Welcome back for another year of happy modelling, we hope you are all refreshed
from your holidays and we look forward to receiving reports from you about all the
models you are building and all other interesting items.
Don’t forget, your experience in overcoming a problem whilst building a model may be just
the hint or advice that another Member may need to overcome the same or similar problem
building his model. See you at the Meetings and S&T!

SMSC COMMITTEE (for ‘13-14)
Your Committee members for 2013/14 are as follows, you are welcome to make
contact for Club business at the email address indicated.
President:

Mike Barton

president@smsc.org.au

Vice-Pres:

Harry Goedings

vicepresident@smsc.org.au

Treasurer:

Peter Law

treasurer@smsc.org.au

Secretary:

c/- President

Public Officer:

Gary Renshaw

Commitee:

Christine Barton (Assist. Secretary)

publicofficer@smsc.org.au

Michael Bennett (Resource/Research )
Gordon Pusey (Webmaster)

webmaster@smsc.org.au

Tom Wolf (Newsletter Ed.)

chatterbox@smsc.org.au

Richard Keyes (ANMM Liaison)
Leon Griffiths

PARRAMATTA RIVERSIDE FAIR

Report by Tom Wolf

At the invitation of Parramatta Council, Members of SMSC attended 2
days of the Riverside Fair in January
2014 with noted success in encouraging young people to become interested in the hobby of modelling.
Whilst there were full size models on
display for all to see and admire, the
main emphasis was to encourage
the many children who attended.
Prior to attending at the Fair, Michael Bennett and Tom Wolf put together a simple “kit boat” so that children attending could make
themselves an elementary model boat to assemble, glue, paint and
take home.
The design features are easily identifiable in the photos. Michael
prepared the design and Tom made most of the timber parts of the
boats at the Waverley Men’s Shed, and
the two of them then
finished the kits at
Michael’s home. Michael made the
stencils for the portholes and windows.
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KEYES “ALERT”
Report by Richard Keyes
Anyone who attended our EXPO at Penrith RSL will be familiar with the impressive range of cardboard models supplied by Abadonna Hobbies under
the name "Shipyard" (www.abadonna.com.au).
They are so realistic that without a close look they appear to be wooden
models. So, out of curiosity and for a bit of a change, I purchased the least
expensive kit, the HMS ALERT.
The kit comes with several sheets of high quality cardboard
of various thicknesses with all of the components laser cut.
There are only a few tabs per piece to be cut so this is a
very quick process, it is well packaged with bubble wrap
and moulded plastic tray.
Every part of the model is made of cardboard except for
the brass cannon barrels and the wooden masts, even the
blocks are made up of three layers of cardboard which are
glued together.
All the major parts like the keel assembly and rudder are
made of several layers of cardboard to create the proper
thickness. Rigging thread, tubes of acrylic paint and two
brushes are included as are tan printed cloth sails. All the parts are numbered which correspond to the
photos in the instruction booklet. This is a big help as the booklet is printed in Polish and the English
translations, as is usual in imported kits, leave much to the imagination. The kit proved to be extremely
well engineered. All of the parts fit together perfectly. Any gaps or misalignments are the fault of the
modeller, not the kit.
The hull is made in the usual egg crate style but with many more bulkheads than wooden kits in order
to give it strength. The first layer of "planking" is made up of vertical panels which span the gaps between the bulkheads. The second and third layers are horizontal and combine to give the hull its
smooth shape, as well as strength and rigidity. The process of planking goes much quicker than when
using timber as each cardboard plank is already cut to the correct shape, no measuring, marking,
sanding or planing needed. In fact, the whole model requires only the cutting out of individual pieces
from their sheet and gluing.
Despite being a ship model, this kit requires a different range of techniques and skills to those usually
used in model ship making. Care is needed to avoid pushing unsupported areas of cardboard into gaps
in the framing and there is little leeway for correcting mistakes. Bent cardboard does not spring back
into shape as wood does. Once the glue begins to "tack" it is very difficult to remove parts without delaminating or shredding them, and you cannot successfully sand down any high spots. And as every
part except the masts are cardboard, all surfaces need to be painted. Care is needed to get the deck
and other exposed "timber" to look natural. The kit includes well printed decorative friezes which adorn
the top of the hull.
The use of cardboard does lend itself to the making of very realistic models and for anyone who would
like to try something different while still producing ship models, these kits are recommended.
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HUBERTUS MODEL BOAT CLUB
Report by Tom Wolf
It is pleasing to report that Members of
the Hubertus Club supported our EXPO
by exhibiting some excellent models.
I must say that I had known about this
Club for some time, but for some reason or another (maybe because their
Webpage implied so), I was under the
impression that they were interested
only in active (radio controlled as opposed to static) models.
I had the pleasure to spend the EXPO
weekend talking to Terry Hamlyn and
he laid aside my false impression, the
static models displayed by the Hubertus Members at EXPO were of the
highest quality and standard.
The Club meets at The Hubertus Country Club, 205 Adams Road, Luddenham
every Sunday 10:00am to 2:30pm, and
I am sure you will be made most welcome if you visit.

For more details contact Paul: 0415 146 487 or Peter: 0451 978 414
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FROM THE WORKSHOP
“HMS LEOPARD” - 1790

Model under construction by Tom Wolf
The model is being built from
the plans and other details in
Rif Winfield’s book “The 50
Gun Ship”.
HMS Leopard is a Portland
Class fourth rate which was
involved in 1807 in the boarding of USS Chesapeake and
the arrest of 4 sailors thought
to be deserters (3 were found
to be American and released,
the 4th was hung from the
yard-arm after a Court Martial).
Needless to say, the Americans were not amused at being boarded and searched.

Cont. p.6
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

Clubs and organisations with whom SMSC has a reciprocal relationship are
welcome to notify our Members of their events on this page

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL
BOAT EXPO 2014:
Members are invited to exhibit from 8—10 August 2014 at the Port Macquarie Model
Boat Expo (probably at Panthers but not yet advised). Details from Wayne Salter on
0419 486 366 or by email to <wayne-salter1@bigpond.com>

MODELLING HINTS —
PLANKING AT THE
BOW & STERN
by Mike Barton
Shape two pieces of balsa which fit between the first
two bulkheads which will help keep the bow end of the
first layer of planks in position. This is particularly useful with blunt end (“round nose” or “beak
nose”) models. The balsa is shaped and test fitted a number of times until you can be satisfied
with the shape and then glued in.
This should also be done at the stern at the rear bulkheads for the same reason, particularly
with models that have unusually difficult curves at the rear end (such as “Cutty Sark”).

Happy modelling!
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SAYINGS TO CONSIDER:
If God had intended for man to be a modeller he would have given him more money.
The three most common expressions (or famous last words) in modelling are: "How can I
fix that?", "Where are the plans?" and "Oh S—t!"
When you feel that your model building is proceeding incredibly well, you have most probably forgotten to do something.
If something hasn't broken on your model, it's about to … OTHERWISE DON’T FIX IT!
There is no such thing as a finished model, only an abandoned one!
And as any mariner will remind an aviator:
There are more planes in the sea than ships in the sky! (an airship is not a real ship!!)
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