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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of SMSC will be at 7:00pm on
Tuesday, 27 May 2014 at the Peter Doyle Learning Centre,
ANMM at Darling Harbour unless otherwise notified.
Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion.

WEEKEND S&T
The April S&T will be at the home of
Harry Goedings at 6 Letitia Street, Katoomba
on Sunday, 13 April 2014 from 10:00am to 12:30pm.
Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion.

SMSC EXPO 2014
Members are reminded that after the successful EXPO last
year, the Club has decided to hold another EXPO later this year.
Members may wish to complete those long awaited unfinished projects so
they can be displayed at the EXPO.
Once again, we remind Members that models of all standards are invited
and encouraged, so there is no need to be shy.
The sub-Committee to organise the event is already at work and we again
expect a fantastic event, more details to follow.

SMSC COMMITTEE (for ‘13-14)
Your Committee members for 2013/14 are as follows, you are welcome to make
contact for Club business at the email address indicated.
President:

Mike Barton

president@smsc.org.au

Vice-Pres:

Harry Goedings

vicepresident@smsc.org.au

Treasurer:

Peter Law

treasurer@smsc.org.au

Secretary:

c/- President

Public Officer:

Gary Renshaw

Commitee:

Christine Barton (Assist. Secretary)

publicofficer@smsc.org.au

Michael Bennett (Resource/Research )
Gordon Pusey (Webmaster)

webmaster@smsc.org.au

Tom Wolf (Newsletter Ed.)

chatterbox@smsc.org.au

Richard Keyes (ANMM Liaison)
Leon Griffiths

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

Clubs and organisations with whom SMSC has a reciprocal relationship are
welcome to notify our Members of their events on this page

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL
BOAT EXPO 2014:
Members are reminded that the Port Macquarie Model Boat Expo at Port
Macquarie Panthers will be held on 6 - 8 August 2014,
Members wishing to exhibit should contact Wayne Salter on 0419 486 366
or by email to <wayne-salter1@bigpond.com>

CANBERRA EXPO 2014:
We understand (subject to confirmation by the organisers) that the Canberra Expo this year will be held at the
Mount Rogers School (as in previous years but last) on
the weekend of 20 - 21 September 2014.
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“CITY OF ADELAIDE”

Mark Dawson wrote to us to remind those of us who have been a little too preoccupied with
our models of late that the oldest surviving clipper ship, the 'City of Adelaide' is now in Port
Adelaide. She arrived in Australian waters on a heavy lift ship covered in quarantine wrap in January 2014, back for
the first time in 125 years.. She arrived
in Adelaide in February.
The City of Adelaide (1864) and Cutty
Sark (1869) are the last two clipper
ships surviving in the world today.
The City of Adelaide is of composite
construction (timber planks on a metal
frame) and is famous for being specially
designed as a passenger ship.
Over two decades the City of Adelaide
carried English, Scottish, Cornish, German, Danish, Irish and other migrants as
well as imported trade goods into South
Australia, then carrying South Australian
exports such as copper, wool and wheat
to Britain on the return voyages.
In the 1920s the City of Adelaide was
renamed HMS Carrick and used as a
navy training ship in Scotland, the hull
was rotting on the banks of the Clyde
until a restoration project. It will now take
on-going conservation work to preserve
her for future generations.
It is hoped that a seaport village in the
inner harbour of Port Adelaide is to be
established, where not only will the ship
be displayed and people will be able to
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SMSC MEETING and
SHOW & TELL—February 4, 2014
Report by Mike Barton
An important decision was made at the Committee Meeting which affects all of us. It was decided that from now on the usual Tuesday meetings on the odd months at the ANMM will totally
be devoted to the S&T, ie the S&T will run from 7.00–9.00 pm. This will give more time for socialising and more time can be devoted for the actual S&T. The Committee Meetings will be
held at some time during the even months.
Again the S&T this evening was quite interesting because of the varied topics being presented.

Gary Renshaw started by displaying a
settler’s cart. Gary gave some interesting
history of these vehicles and some of the
hurdles he had to overcome during its
construction.
Because there are fewer components in
this model, he suggested that it would be
suitable for a child to make providing they
had assistance from an adult.

(cont. p.5)
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In previous issues we
have reported on Richard Keyes’ model of
the AXEL THORSEN.
Richard displayed to us
his progress.
Because this is a
scratch built "admiralty
style" model, Richard
ended up with 2 sets of
frames and rather than
discard one set, he decided to make a second
model.
As the photo shows,
they are mounted side
by side on arms which make the models appear to be suspended in the air.
An interesting feature of this ship is that the aft
cannon fires through the space normally occupied by the rudder stock. This necessitates a
different and unusual mechanism to move the
rudder.
One of the models will be fully rigged and the
other will have just stump masts.
Finally, David Lendrum showed to us the
method he used to overcome
the problem of getting rigging
twine the correct diameter.
By searching the internet, David found a site which explained a way to make the rigging twine of the correct diameter, in fact any diameter. This
method seemed absurdly simple to him however he gave it a
go and it worked a treat.
The jig consisted of a scrap of
timber with three nails in it. The
only other piece of equipment
necessary is a Dremel with a
hook in the chuck.
David
demonstrated this very simple
method to us.
David describes his method on pages 6 and 7 of this issue of Chatterbox.
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Rope Making

The base material I use is Gutermann 110 polyester sewing thread and there are some tricky
bits that you learn from a bit of trial and error.
The first is how much to spin with the Dremel. You need to pull the bunched threads quite tight
before starting the spinning and all threads really need to be the same length. Not enough
winding and the twist will be too loose and the rope will be too open. Too much winding and
there are little bits of snapped thread all over the place!
The next tricky bit is looping the twisted threads around the second nail. The twisted length
needs to be held firmly to stop it unwinding and kept tight as it is passed around the second
nail and tied off to the first nail.
The last step in the process needs a bit of patience and care. Once the end of the loop has
been slipped off the second nail while holding the pair of twisted threads quite close to this
nail, the holding hand is slid about 12-15mm down the pair of threads, ensuring they don't untwist towards the first nail, and the other hand assists the threads to wind together by giving a
bit of a helping twist. This process is then repeated along the length.
Once at the first nail the process is complete and the finished rope can be cut off the nail.
(cont. p.7)
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Remarkably all the twists in the threads are reconciled by the final twisting together and the
finished rope is quite stable and doesn't seem to stretch. For ease of handling I usually put a
drop of CA on the ends to stop them from unravelling.

The thickest rope I have made was 1.4mm diameter, the Bounty main stay at 1:60, this was a
2 step process.
I started with 6 threads which made a twisted length looped back and attached to the first nail.
I did not do the final step. I made 2 of these which ended up one above the other on the nails.
I then slipped both loops off the nail and wound them together and ended up with a 24 strand
rope 1.4mm thick.

By varying the number of threads it is possible to make rope of any thickness you want.
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WEEKEND S & T — February 23, 2014
For the eight who attended the February SHOW AND TELL, it was a most interesting morning.
A lot more than just modelling was spoken about. We learnt about maritime history of a number
of vessels and discussed (and speculated) on some modelling techniques.
All who attended were invited to report on the models they were working on presently and all
their issues were discussed (and hopefully resolved).
Richard Keyes brought along a
“Chinese Junk” . This was Kevin
Hudson’s first model (it is an Amati
kit) and in his first ever ship model,
Kevin has already demonstrated
his superb workmanship and artistic perception. He sets a standard
for us all to try to reach.
There was lively discussion relating
to the position of the sails on opposite sides of the masts, in other
words is there a real maritime reason for this, or is it merely to make
the model look better).
This model’s rigging is not correct,
and since the model is damaged
and requires repairs, it will be rerigged anyway, but there is an object lesson to be learned … always transport models in a box.
Kevin’s wife’s handbag fell onto the model in transport causing some damage to the masts and
railings. Richard did inform us that as the instructions are not very good, this model would be a
challenge for the beginner.
Michael Bennett brought along his
1:2000
micromodel
cardboard
model
of
“OSTS
Mauretania” (1907) and the incomplete
“RMS Queen Elizabeth”.
Micromodels were miniature card
models produced in the UK between 1940 and 1952. The kits
came in a small pack of postcard
sized card each pack containing
between two and four model, and
costing between fourpence and a
shilling depending on their complexity …say $3-$10 in todays currency.
Each part was cut out and glued together to produce quite detailed models. The series included railway trains, historic buildings, military vehicles as well as ships, and were marketed with
the slogan of “Your workshop in a cigar box”
(cont. p.9)
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During the London Blitz, many a model was built in the air raid shelters, waiting for the “All
Clear” siren to be sounded and many were super detailed with some paper parts. They were
also popular with US military personnel in off-duty moments, presumably when they were not
chatting up the local young ladies. After the War, with the advent of the Airfix series of plastic
kits, they declined in popularity and by the mid fifties they were no more.
Michael found the kit that included both the “Mauritania” and the “Queen Elizabeth“ (at a scale
of 1:2000) gathering dust in a little hobby shop near the Victoria and Albert Museum when he
first visited London in 1970. To keep in the spirit of the original kit he resolved to use only tools
and materials that one might have had at the time.
Tools were a sharp knife, broken razor blades, scissors, a 6 inch steel rule, a couple of small artists
paint brushes and a selection of nail files and cosmetic tweezers. For glue Michael had Seccotine (a
water soluble animal glue that came in small tubes,
that was available at the time) as well as some cellulose based tubes of glue.
Super detaliing was great fun. Lifeboats were
carved from matches, and, with the paper covering
removed, wooden matchboxes were a fine source
of thin timber Fuse wire of various amperages sufficed for masts, derricks and davits and the rigging
came from some fine copper wire found inside a
length of multistranded electrical cable. Ventilators
were peppercorns cut in half with the pith removed
mounted on short lengths of whittled down toothpicks. White, black, cream and brown artists poster
colours were use to colour the new parts and
touched up exposed edges on the cardboard parts.
“Mauritania” and her sister ship “Lusitania” were the
first ships that were fast enough to be able to run a
weekly service in both directions across the North
Atlantic. They carried express mail and a letter
posted on Monday was guaranteed delivery by
the following Monday.
Michael was so pleased with the final model that
he set it on a plinth and included a British one
shilling and a US ten cent 1907 stamp….the
rate charged for express post at the time.
Both ships had notable careers. “Mauritania”
held the “Blue Riband” for the fastest Atlantic
crossing until the next generation of giant liners
of the 1930’s, and was finally scrapped before
the Second World War. The sinking of the
“Lusitania” in 1915 by a German U-boat influenced the eventual decision of the USA to enter
the First World War on the side of the Allies in
1917.
The photos show both the completed
“Mauretania” on its plinth and the yet to be
completed “Queen Elizabeth”.
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(cont. p.10)

Gary Renshaw presented the
“CSS Shenandoah”, a kit in
the process of being made.
It is 1:84 model of the American Confederate raider (1864)
during the American Civil War
(and it is claimed that she
fired the last shots of that war).
During its raiding, she sailed around the world claiming
38 prizes.
There is an Australian connection, and a diplomatic furore arose from the fact that she was re-fitted and recoaled in Melbourne while Britain (and its colonies) remained neutral and not supposed to give any assistance
to any of the warring parties.
At the end of the Civil War, Britain was
obliged to pay a very
substantial sum as
compensation
because of its beach of
neutrality..

Janos Nemeth again wowed us with his wooden carvings, this time the stern and transom of
“HMS Britannia” (1686).
These exquisite carvings and construction is partly complete and is made of English Boxwood,
Unidentified Boxwood, Cherry and Walnut.
Janos reports that the project was delayed over the Summer as his left hand had an unfortunate “discussion” with his table saw, which he lost (we know there can only be one winner!) but
fortunately all movement and most sensation is now back, so Janos is confident that he will
finish the project (which involves in excess of another 50 figures) in the coming months.

(cont. p.11)
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Tom Wolf brought along 2 models that
have previously been shown at S&T’s, so
it was more to show progress made that
prompted Tom to display.
“HMT Dunera” is a troop carrier built in
1937, and whilst it is known by many because of a notorious event when, in September 1940, it brought prisoners of war
and enemy aliens to Australia from the
UK, it was also the troop carrier that took Australian and New Zealand troops to the Middle East
in early 1940 and later in the 1950’s carried British troops to Korea and then Cyprus. The keel
of the model is now mostly laid (subject to some problems with the area near the propellers)
and the build is progressing on time for its completion by September 2015 (75th anniversary of
the arrival of the “Dunera Boys”).
“HMS Leopard” is Tom’s first attempt at building from plans, these
plans are in the sleeve of the book
“The 50 Gun Ship” by Rif Winfield.
The second layer of planking is
now completed (except for the gunwales) and the hull can then be
sanded back and the keel glued
into place.
Tom reports that he has decided to take a break from further construction on the Leopard so as
to unscramble his brain before he attempts the rigging. This model has so far been substantially built at the Waverley Men’s Shed , although once the mast and rigging is being installed this
will no longer be an appropriate workshop.
Martin Campbell spoke about his build of the Billings model of “Cutty Sark”, and although he
didn’t bring it along, he did show some photos. We all know that this model is diabolical to build,
but the photos show what a great job Martin is doing with it, He has elected to build the model
with the straight forecastle as suggested by the kit-maker (as well as Messrs Longreach and
Underhill in the 1936 edition of “ Building a Model of the Cutty Sark”), rather than the contoured
forecastle of the ship as presently displayed at Greenwich. Martin hopes to display the partly
built model at the next S&T before he starts on the masts and the rigging.
Mike Barton reports that he has finished the first planking and is working on the second layer
for his “HMS Beagle” and that he is happy with his progress.
John Beeby was a welcome visitor (all visitors are “welcome”) to the S&T. He has previously
completed the “newsagent Victory” as well as an “Endeavour” and is now working on a kit of
the “Bounty”. We hope to see John and his models at future meetings.
*****
It was mentioned that if anyone is looking for a special historical model to make, a model of the
“James Caird” may be a very worthwhile project; to celebrate the centenary of the incredible
voyage of Shackleton in April 1916 from Elephant Island to South Georgia (after the
“Endurance” was crushed by ice in late 1914 … nearly 100 years ago this year!)
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ABADONNA HOBBIES
Report by Tom Wolf
It is pleasing to report that Abadonna Hobbies supported our EXPO by attending to exhibit some
most interesting laser-cut models. A donation for
our raffle was most welcome.
I was among the modellers who were gob-struck
by the high quality models that could be achieved
using cardboard!
Zibby (who could be distinguished from just about
everyone who attended by his red shirt and ponytail as well as his great sense of humour) made
friends with everyone present and participated in
all activities for the weekend.
As well as 4 models of lighthouses, 4 ship models
(HMS Alert; HMS Mercury; Le Coureur and Papegojan) were put on show and available for order.

For more details contact Zibby on 0418 325 954 or visit the Website www.abadonna.com.au
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MARITIME MODEL CLUB OF NSW
Report by Tom Wolf
Some years ago I had the pleasure of visiting the Maritime Model Club’s “meeting” at Sydney’s
Narrabeen Lagoon (opposite the Fitness Camp). The Club is made up of a small number of extremely keen modellers who are mostly interested in active (as opposed to static) realistic radio
controlled scale models. These photos demonstrate the standard and type of models I saw:

I really enjoyed my visit, I hope to go back for another visit soon.
Barry Clarke on 02 9439 8203 or 0408 118 912
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For more details contact

For those of you who watch what you eat, here's a word on nutrition and health. It's a relief to
know the truth after all those conflicting nutritional studies.
1.

The Japanese eat very little fat and suffer fewer heart attacks than us.

2.

The Mexicans eat a lot of fat and suffer fewer heart attacks than us.

3.

The Chinese drink very little red wine and suffer fewer heart attacks than us.

4.

The Italians drink a lot of red wine and suffer fewer heart attacks than us.

5.

The Germans drink a lot of beer and eat lots of sausages and fats and suffer fewer heart
attacks than us.

CONCLUSION:
Eat and drink what you like. Speaking English is apparently what kills you.

HOW SCARY IS THIS THOUGHT?
We had a power outage at our place the other day and my PC, laptop, TV, DVD, iPad & my
new surround sound music system were all shut down.
Then I discovered that my iPhone battery was flat and to top it off it was raining outside, so I
couldn't play golf or even do yard work.
I went into the kitchen to make coffee and then I remembered that this also needs power,
I went down to the workshop to work on my models and found no lights and I couldn’t use my
drills, lathe or power tools,
… so I talked with my wife for a few hours.

…… She seems like a very nice person.
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