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NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of SMSC will be at 7:00pm on 

Tuesday, 25 November 2014  

    at the Peter Doyle Learning Centre, ANMM at Darling Harbour unless     

otherwise notified. 

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion. 

This will also be our Christmas Party, please bring a small plate of things to 

eat and a drink, visitors are welcome. 

The October S&T will be held at the home of  Michael Bennett at 

Rose Bay. Access to Michael’s place is via the walkway between 

No.3 and No.5  Rawson Road Rose Bay 2029, right hand gate at the bottom 

on Sunday,  19th October 2014  from 10:00am to 12:00pm.  

Please RSVP (or if you are lost) ring 0411 545 770 . 

OCTOBER WEEKEND S&T 

SMSC EXPO 2014 
At Souths Juniors Club, Anzac Parade, Kingsford  

on Sat-Sun, 8 - 9 November 2014 

 Models of all standards are invited and encouraged, so there is no need to 

be shy.  All maritime theme exhibits are welcome (including steam engines 

and guns).  

For more information and entry forms please contact Michael Bennett 

(mjbennett@ozemail.com.au) 
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SMSC COMMITTEE (for ‘14-15) 

Your Committee members for 2014/15 are as follows, you are welcome to make 

contact for Club business at the email address indicated. 

THE 2014 A.G.M.  

WOW!!! It is hard to believe that our fledgling Club is already 3 years old and to 
look back on what we have achieved is truly remarkable!  

Eleven Members (almost half of the financial Members of the Club!) attended the AGM at the 
ANMM, to whom thanks are extended for providing the venue for our continued meetings. 

Your Committee was elected and the fees were set to be as last year. 



How to Order a SMSC Logo Embroided Shirt :- 

RING: (02) 8731 5221    Golden Threads Embroidery 

QUOTE : Style: P7700   -   Colour: White    -   Logo: SMSC 

NOMINATE : Chest sizes - S (104cm);  M (110cm);  L ( 116cm) 

PRICE : $35.00 plus postage 

ARRANGE : Payment and Pick-up/Postage 

For sizes XL (chest 124cm) and larger contact Peter Law:  

      treasurer@smsc.org.au 

SMSC CLUB SHIRTS 
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YOU CALL THAT A SHIP-IN-A-BOTTLE? 
by Tom Wolf 

During my recent visit to London I visited 

Greenwich, we decided to walk up the hill 

to the Old Royal Observatory and came 

across (outside the Royal Naval Museum) 

what I believe to be the largest ship-in-a-

bottle anywhere. It much reminded me of 

the scene in the movie ‘Crocodile Dun-

dee’ when Paul Hogan is being threat-

ened on the streets of New York by knife 

wielding muggers and he pulls out his 

huge hunting knife and says to them “You 

call that a knife?” 
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THE JULY MEETING & S&T  

Following on from the AGM, we were treated to the usual variety of displays and ensuing dis-

cussions to make this another most enjoyable evening. 

Richard Keyes kicked the evening off with a combination of handy hints and a display of one 

of his beautiful models. During its construction, Richard often brought his AXEL THORSEN 

along, this was a Norwegian gunboat circa 1810. It performed various functions during its ac-

tive life and was lost 

at sea after 62 years.  

It is the first of the two 

similar models  which 

will be displayed side 

by side when com-

plete (it will be re-

called that Richard 

actually built 2 identi-

cal hulls using every 

alternate rib in con-

structing the Admiral-

ty style hull).   

The one on display this night now fin-

ished  and is only going to have stump 

masts. The second hull with full sails and 

rigging will be ready in time for the Port 

Macquarie show in August.   

The two racks of oars on either side of 

the ships’ boat are only intended for steady-

ing the boat during firing, not for actually 

propelling it.  

Of particular interest is the steering  ar-

rangement. The rudder stock has been cut 

off below the level of the stern cannon to 

allow it unimpeded firing.  A “V" shaped 

rope operated yoke attached to the top of 

the rudder steers the ship via pulleys to the 

wheel just aft of the main mast.  

On this model, all the metal fittings are 

brass. On the other one all the metal will be 

blackened.    

The plans for this ship can be found  in "The 

Global Schooner” by Marquandt.  

cont. p.5 



- 5 - 

Richard then went on to demonstrate a very handy tip and a most useful tool: 

Temporary model stand: very simply, this is a 

piece of bubblewrap rolled up from each side 

towards the middle and then secured with 

tape. Your model will rest very nicely in the 

centre groove (see the photos of the model 

displayed on the night on the previous page).  

 

Spring loaded clip: this spring loaded hook can be purchased from most 

electrical suppliers such as Jaycar or Dick Smith and known in the trade as 

an “IC Test Clip”, they cost about $2 each but are very handy to grab rig-

ging cord and to keep just about the correct 

tension on it with its own weight. They come in 

various sizes (and red and black colours if you 

wish to keep port and starboard rigging identifi-

able). 

Finally, Richard (justifiably) proudly showed 

off the current issue of the Nautical Research 

Journal, and more particularly the write-up of 

one of his models in the Journal. 

 

 

Gary Renshaw demonstrated the progress being made in the preparation of the model kit of 

CSS SHENNANDOAH, an American Civil War Confederate sail/steamer with a retractable pro-

peller.  

Some of the history of this ship and how it came to be re-fitted in Mel-

bourne (at a great cost to Britain) was described in an earlier Chatter-

box. The kit masters are being made for Gary by Leon Griffiths who 

showed off the “double ender” lifeboat. 

 

Janos Nemeth carved the intricately 

minute figurehead that was displayed 

at the S&T. The relative size of the 

carving can be seen from the thumb-

nail near it. 

cont. p.6 
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Mike Barton then showed the progress with 

the BEAGLE. Since the S & T in June not a 

lot has been happening with this ship.  The 

stem post, stern post, rudder and keel have 

all been planked.  

 

The leading edge of the rudder should have been 

rounded so that may have to be shaped and then 

re-planked.  

 

Mahogany wood stop was used to fill some of the gaps between the wale trim components. 

On the lower parts of the hull Mike was able to use scraps of different timber as wedges be-

cause this area is going to be painted white.  

The entire hull has been sanded and a water 

line drawn around it to indicate the extent of 

the white paint.  

 

 

 

Before drawing the waterline on the hull, Mike 

had to level the coffee table and then support 

the ship such that the keel was also level. The 

bottom right photo shows his highly technical 

device to hold the pencil and slide it around 

the hull. 
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AUGUST S&T  

Photos by Mike Barton 

The August S&T was held at Leon Griffith’s home and was attended by six club members. 

 

Mike Barton started first. He showed the group 

his progress with the BEAGLE. 

All the walnut handrail capping has been added. 

Due to the tight curve at the bow, the walnut was 

cut into small straight sections. An arc was then 

sanded. Mike would have preferred to use flexible 

beech for this component due to the appearance 

and ease of construction however this segmented 

method was what was shown in the plans. 

   Segmented handrail capping  

 

All the tops of the bulkhead frames were re-

moved and neater stanchions are being 

glued in their place. Once this is done, the 

deck planking will commence. 

 

 

 New stanchions  

 

 

Richard Keyes brought various 

items, we’ll start with his home-made 

guillotine. The photos are self ex-

planatory. 

 

 

 

 

     (cont. p.8) 
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Richard’s next offering was a jig for tying ratlines. 
The wooden strips on the sides and top and bottom 
hold the shrouds and ratlines together so they touch 
and can be glued.  A grid is  used for spacing and 
the ratline thread is  wound around the jig into slots 
cut in the grid at each ratline.  This system works 
well for small scale models but for bigger ones tying 
them individually is still the way to go.   

 

 

Richard also brought along a board 
used to make effective rigging, a full ex-
planation as to its use will be given in a 
further issue of Chatterbox. 

 

Another hint was the use of medicine blister 
packs to hold small amounts of superglue as 
it is not wise to apply it directly from the 
tube.  A simple rack with  alligator clip  holds 
the sheet to avoid spilling. 

Once again, Richard demonstrated how 
bubblewrap can be used as a temporary 
stand (see report on July meeting for photo. 

 

The final hint item was a method of making 
ships’ boat cradles.   

Two slots are cut crosswise through the bottom 
of the boat and rectangular pieces of wood is 
fitted into the slots. From the outside the hull 
appears to perfectly match the curve of the cra-
dle and from the inside a  level base is formed 
on which to lay the duckboards.   

       (cont. p.9) 
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Modellers Shipyard has commissioned Leon 
Griffiths to build a prototype for a kit of CSS 
SHENNANDOAH (1864), a project previously 
written about in Chatterbox. It is a large model 
of a ship with a combination of steam and sail. 
It is copper sheeted and the prototype should 
be handed over to Modellers Shipyard in a few 
weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is expected that the kit will be released when 
Gary Renshaw does the hard part of writing 
the instructions, all the drawings and artwork, 
editing film, boxing etc  

If exhibited, this model  is sure to raise quite a 
stir at the November Expo!! 

 

      (cont. p. 10) 
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Leon Griffiths also presented the new 
scale stick-on window glass decals 
(Tudor Diamond pattern 1:48).  

X-ray paper is cut to the correct size, the 
decal is trimmed to the paper and stuck 
on glass and then installed to the ship’s 
windows.  

If you would like to buy some for yourself 
contact, PC Signage Group (2)4721 
7436 and ask for Scott. The decal is in 
the Master Ship file at that company. Get 
a price, Leon says that the art work and 
set up costs were $50 so the supply cost 
will be a lot less. 

NAGASAKI 

MUSEUM, JAPAN 
A non-modeller friend recently went to Japan 
for holidays and in Nagasaki he snapped a se-
ries of photos of model ships exhibited at the 
Museum, we hope you enjoy seeing the photos 

(cont. p. 11) 
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It is interesting that so many period “Western” ships are on exhibit. 
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Report by Michael Bennett 

Our friends the Canberra Model Shipwright Society, held their 2014 Expo at the 
Mount Rogers Primary School, this September.  As usual there were many visitors, 
coming from as far afield as Melbourne and Port Macquarie, and they contributed 
about one third of the models on display. 

The club made us all feel very welcome, and they organised a barbecue for the 
Saturday night and sausage sizzle for lunch each day…. very welcome for the 
nearest shops are some distance away. 

As is usual at this event, both the radio control modellers – Task Force 72 and the 
static plastic modellers were well represented, and the three spaces generously 
provided by the school allowed each modelling discipline its own identity. 

The standard and detailing of many of the Task Force 72 models was very high, 
and it was interesting to see how a prototype such as a Flower Class Corvette 
could be presented in a variety of guises. 

All of the modelling groups had two or three “modellers in residence” during each 
day, working on their current projects, and this proved to be of great interest to 
both the general public and their fellow modellers. A lot of good conversations 
were had. 

There were a great variety of models present, from a Chinese Junk to modern car-
go ships and tugs although among our fraternity rigged sailing ships were still the 
most popular subject.  

There was some interesting cross fertilisation from the railway brigade, with a very 
interesting although incomplete diorama of the Newcastle waterfront in the 1920’s, 
where trains run alongside the wharf, which included two tugs (at ‘N gauge’ (1:160) 
for us non railway modellers).  

It used some truly wonderful bespoke photo etched components, which can now 
be done in the U.S. at quite reasonable prices if you have done the artwork. 

Although numbers were slightly down on last year, we were reminded that the pri-
mary reason for holding the exhibition was to allow modellers of all descriptions to 
exchange ideas, enthusiasms and techniques, and by this measure, the exhibition 
was a resounding success. 

Topics of discussion, apart from a general concern about the difficulty of attracting 
younger member to our hobby, included the advent of affordable 3D printing, resin 
casting techniques, the sophistication of the new generation of cardboard model 
kits which are starting to approach the standard of the simpler conventional timber 
kits, and the increasing availability of one-off laser cut components. 

CANBERRA MODEL SHIP 

EXPO 2014 
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Four of our members, Kevin Hudson, Richard Keyes, Janos Nemeth and myself 
came to Canberra for the exhibition.   

Kevin brought both his customary enthu-
siasm and his remarkable model of Ste-
venson’s Rocket complete with working 
valve gear.   

Richard brought his two versions of 
‘Axel Thorsen’ (a Norwegian gunboat), 
and the ‘Mermaid’. 

Janos brought along his ‘Duyfken’ and 
‘Royal Yacht Caroline’ (we all remem-
ber the fantastic marquetry), now almost 
complete save for a few top spars, as 
well as a collection of his marvellous 
carvings.   

I brought my half model of ‘Tyro’, a Mur-
ray River paddle steamer as well as a 
selection of miniatures including ‘SS Ori-

ent’. 

We did very well in the judging.   

Janos won the 
People’s Choice 
Award with 
‘Royal Yacht 
Caroline’, and 
my little ‘SS Ori-
ent’ won the 
Members’ Award, 
so we left feeling 
very happy. 

We are looking forward to seeing as many members of the Canberra Club and 
the Victorian Club as possible up here for our exhibition in November, and Bob 
Evans has promised to bring his two waterline cargo ships to add variety to our 
show. 


