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JUNE WEEKEND S&T
(“THE ENDEAVOUR GROUP”)

The June Endeavour Group meeting will be held at the home of

Mike Barton at 55 Cedarwood Drive, Cherrybrook
on Saturday, 13th June 2015 from 10:00am to 12:30pm (Ph: 0417 441 542)
Come along, bring your project or just take part in the discussion.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The next meeting of SMSC will be

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
at 7:00pm on Tuesday, 28th July 2015 at the Onslow Room, Wharf 7 at Darling Harbour) unless the Members are otherwise notified.
You can pay your annual membership fees if you wish, there will also be a
new Raffle started, the prize is a wonderful model.
The AGM will be followed by the bi-monthly “Show & Tell” at 7:30pm.
At the AGM all positions on the Executive will become vacant. Applications
will be by volunteering for a position, not by nomination by others. Every
Member should give serious consideration to joining the Executive in one
of the following positions:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee Members

SMSC COMMITTEE

(for ‘14-15)

Your Committee members for 2014/15 are as follows, you are welcome to make
contact for Club business at the email address indicated.
President:

Mike Barton

president@smsc.org.au

Vice-Pres:

Harry Goedings

vicepresident@smsc.org.au

Treasurer:

Peter Law

treasurer@smsc.org.au

Secretary:

c/- President

Public Officer:

Gary Renshaw

Commitee:

Christine Barton (Assist. Secretary)

publicofficer@smsc.org.au

Michael Bennett
Tom Wolf (Newsletter Ed.)

chatterbox@smsc.org.au

Richard Keyes (ANMM Liaison)
Leon Griffiths

FOUND IN MY PHOTO
COLLECTION
As best as I recall, these photos of Duyfken were
taken by me in October 2011 when she was tied up
at ANMM at Darling Harbour during one of HMB
Endeavour’s absences.
Tom Wolf
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March 2015 S&T at Wharf 7
Probably due to many reasons but possibly the inclement weather, only a
small number of Members came along, but the discussion about the models
displayed (and other subjects) was, as usual, very lively and constructive.
We haven’t seen Janos Nemeth since November last year at EXPO, and we welcomed his
presentations. After spending some (long) time on finishing Royal Yacht Caroline (flags are still
missing), he has been busy with his carvings (more about this later), but he has now turned his
attention back to “Rattlesnake” which he also brought along for discussion.. This model has
progressed substantially since EXPO. Built according to the “Hahn method” this Admiralty style
model is a credit to Janos, although he has indicated that he doesn’t wish to ever build this
method again.
Janos recounted the history of “Rattlesnake”. She was built by the Colonial Americans for use
in the Revolutionary War, but was captured by a superior British ship very shortly after she was
launched and in fact came to serve in the Royal Navy.

cont. p.5
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The main deck planking is now finished,
doors,
bulkheads,
gratings are also installed. The capstan is
also ready as are the
elm pumps, but all of
these will be installed
later. The galley is
now in its final position
and the gunport openings are also in place.
Instead of finishing
these before planking,
they were only added
after installing the
main deck planking so
as to making sure that
their heights are correctly and identically
positioned in relation
to the deck (so that
gun barrels will be in
identical position relative to the openings).
The next thing is to
install the garboard
strakes and the hull
planking.
Rattlesnake did not
have wales, only the
2 highest planks
(where the wales
used to be) are
made of walnut on
the model, to show
the distinctive lines.
The port side of the
hull will be fully planked, the starboard side will have the starboard strakes and a few planks above, but then the planks will
be left out to show the interior. Also the ports side deck planking
will not be installed.
cont. p.6
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We then turned to the much anticipated display by Janos of many carvings that he had been
working on and which he brought along.
Royal Yacht Caroline's figure head is now finished and gilded in gold leaf.
The gilding process was quite painful and had to
be done a number of times (and the result of the
previous process to be scraped off). The reason
was that the LeFranc seize (seize is the name
of the adhesive underneath the gold leaf) did
not want to 'co-operate' with the timber.
The figures had been carved in Boxwood and
different processes had been tried for the gold
leaf. First the seize had been applied directly on
the timber. It did not work because the seize
provided a very wide range of drying time. On
the end grain areas it had been sucked into the
timber very quickly, while on the non-end-grain
parts it took longer to dry. But even on this latter
the drying time was 8-9 hours rather than the
nominal 12 hours according to the material description. Then different acrylic paints had been used as a primer but still no good result.
Sometimes, trying to follow the quicker than expected drying time, the leaf was 'drowning' in
the crevices where the seize was still too wet. It was a big struggle.
So after the last leaf remnant had again been scraped off, Janos tried the
last method which finally worked up to a certain extent. A quick-drying
shellac spray primer had been used first. This primer is working very well
and dries really quickly, so it should also be able to be used whenever
there is a need for priming the timber and Janos highly recommends this
primer.
From a friend on the web site ModellShipWorld, Janos received a small
amount of a seize recommended by users in Europe. Its name is
Schnellmixtion Vergoldermilch. It dries quickly (25-30 minutes) and provides a workable surface for the gilding for about 20-15 minutes afterwards. With this the
workflow was nearly continuous which was a very welcome change relative to the LeFranc.
Finally the whole figure (rather group of figures) had been gilded but the end result was definitely worse than expected. There are a few spots which were not properly covered. And,
mainly, the fact that the figure is completely covered by the leaf now, it does not provide any
'proof' about the material it is made of. Anything could be below the leaf: resin, white metal, 3D
print, everything. The fact, that the figure is manually carved from boxwood) which is no doubt
the most time consuming among any methods) is well hidden underneath the shiny cover which is not perfect in itself either. So there should be a thorough consideration whether or not
any other carving should be gilded at all.
cont. p.7
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Then Janos showed us the figurehead that he has carved of
“Surprise”. This once again carved using Boxwood and is
finished by oil.
Next, Janos revealed his latest work, the figurehead of
“Duyfken” (the first European ship known to be in Australian waters in 1606).
Duyfken's smiling lion is now finished, insofar as the carving
is concerned. As at the time of the meeting Janos was still
contemplating how to finish it.
Again, the boxwood material and tiresome manual carving
cries out for a natural finish. Because a painted finish was
planned (as the figure head on the Duyfken replica) a lower
quality boxwood had been chosen by Janos, showing some
small knots and having some grey rot spots on the surface.
The replica Duyfken's
figurehead is painted red
(see photos on page 2),
and since the S&T,
Janos has applied those
colours to the carving by
giving it a painted finish,
but some translucent
one, which shows the
material underneath it.

cont. p.8
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Next up, Janos showed
the Gotenburg figure
head.
Yes, another lion, this
time a very special one
with 4 tails.
The carving had just
been started but the
head already had to be
replaced due to some
errors during roughing.
So there is most likely
no alternative but to finish the figure with gold
leaf - as it has been
originally planned, but,
as mentioned above, heeding the lessons learned applying the gold leaf on the Caroline figure head.
As his final carving to be displayed, Janos displayed the tafferel decoration of Nonsuch
which was in a very early stage at the time of the meeting. All present admired the precise cut
-outs made by using a fret-saw. Since the meeting, Janos has informed us that he has completed this decoration:

cont. p.9
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Peter Law presented his “HMS Bellona” and all present remarked how clean the lines of the
model were. Peter had questions as to certain issues he has encountered when constructing
the transom and the side windows and hopefully the various suggestions he received will be
of assistance to him.
It was also suggested (and this can be kept in mind when one builds models of many a ship
that is sold as a kit by many manufacturers), that a visit on the internet just “googling” for a
forum page or blog will usually result in learning about the experiences of other modellers
from all around the world with discussion about the very problems that one encounters in
modelling, along with photos and even U-Tube videos about model construction.
Finally, Richard Keyes presented a
“Canadian” canoe which reminded
him (and your editor) of many
pleasant excursions in our younger
years when an overturned canoe
and a piece of canvas stretched
over the paddles gave overnight
cover from the elements.

Your editor recalls fondly the nights he
slept outdoors on the banks and beaches of the Hawkesbury River on canoe
trips with friends.
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Endeavour Group Meeting April 2015
Six Members met at the home of Gary Renshaw at Glenbrook on April 28, there
were 4 ships on display. Although there was a little discussion about the ships,
most of the discussion took place about matters of interest for modellers as well
as a discussion about planking methods. Your editor also found a fantastic cabinet of interest
(not to mention the “Cutty Sark” in the cabinet!).
Gary Renshaw’s model of the “HMS Sirius” was there for display.
This is a kit model which is ready to hit the market, it was made by
Leon Griffiths for Modeller’s Shipyard and features the precision and
detail you would expect from both the modeller and the Company.

Gary also had on display the finally finished “American
Confederate ship Shennandoah”, another model made
for Modeller’s Shipyard by Leon Griffiths and yet again
worthy of special mention for attention to detail. The history of this American ship and its interesting relationship
with Australia has previously been reported in Chatterbox..

cont. p.11
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Tom Wolf brought along his part-built models of
“HMS Leopard” and “HMT Dunera”. Tom’s problem with both of the models comes from the fact
that they are each scratch built from plans (a first
for Tom), but to further complicate it, the Leopard is
built plank-on-frame and the Dunera is built by the
sandwich method, which is also a first for Tom.
There was discussion in respect of the questions
raised by Tom, in particular as to the building of the
headboard and other “scroll decoratiove boards” at
the bow end. Gary kindly provided Tom with some
timbers that can be used for this, as well as to
carve the figurehead that will need to be readied
before the headboards are installed.
Tom reports that he has purchased the 1:350 scale
railings for the Dunera (below) and hopefully he will
have more to report soon.

In the February 2015 issue of Chatterbox we reported
that Alan Bideleux was building the “Newsagent” kit of
“Sovereign of the Seas” and he brought the skeleton of
the longboat along and was given advice as to how to
plank it. In the process Gary showed his Sirius Longboat
model and the instructions to the kit which spell out in fine detail the best steps to arrive at the result (and still
keep the skeleton template for further use).
Finally, Leon Griffiths showed is a great way of clamping
timber joints while the glue was setting with plastic “pegs”
that would not normally get stuck by the glues that are
used. They are evidently readily available, contact Leon if
you can’t find them.
cont. p.12
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Whilst we were at Gary’s place, a visit inside the
house revealed a fantastic present given to Gary by
his sons: an illuminated cabinet into which Gary has
placed an immaculate model of the “Cutty Sark”.
The workmanship on both the cabinet and the model
are clear to see, the photos speak for themselves.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Members may wish to participate at:

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL
BOAT EXPO 2015:
Members are invited to exhibit from 10-12 July 2015 at the Port Macquarie Model Boat
Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers. Details from Wayne Salter on 0419 486 366 or by
email to <wayne-salter1@bigpond.com>

CANBERRA EXPO 2015:
will be held on the weekend of the 19-20 September 2015 at the Mount
Rogers School , Alfred Hill Drive , Melba ACT . Saturday will be 1000 to
1700 and Sunday 1000-1530.

SIGNALS AT SEA
For centuries communications between ships (and for that matter
between ships to shore) were visual, and continued to be so until the
use of radios became common.
The use of a semaphore system
was commonly used, as was a
signalling system of the Morse
code involving flashing lights, in
fact these continued to be taught
and used by navies whenever radio silence was necessary.
Nelson’s famous message to the fleet at Trafalgar was communicated by a series of coded
flags as below:
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