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The next meeting of SMSC will be on Tuesday, 24 November 2015  

at 7:00pm the Onslow Room, Wharf 7, Darling Harbour unless 

otherwise notified.  

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion. 

This will also be our Christmas Party, please bring a small plate of things 

to eat and a drink, visitors are welcome. 
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CLUB CONTACTS YOU MAY 
REQUIRE: 

The October S&T will be held at the home of  Cynthia Knapp at  

24 Pennant Parade, Carlingford on Sunday, 25 October 2015 

from 10:00am to 12:00 noon.     

Please ring Mike Barton on 0417 441 542 or email secretary@ smsc.org.au  

so we can ascertain numbers. 

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion  

NEXT ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T 



The AGM and S&T: 28 July ‘15 
Report and photos edited by Tom Wolf 

The meeting was well attended by 11 Members and 3 visitors, and the new Com-

mittee for 2015/16 was elected in a quick-fire election taking less than 15 minutes 

so we were able to get on with the less formal part of the evening quickly. 

Capt. John Laing attended as a guest speaker, John is one 

of the volunteer modellers at the ANMM (on the ramp). He is 

a retired Master who has built a number of models of ships 

which have a special historical relationship to himself or his 

family. His models are on display at the Museum. 

On the night, John brought along the model M.V. NAREAU 

(ex John Williams VII), the last ship of which he was the 

Master. She was built in 1962 and was a composite and tim-

ber hulled vessel of about 93 feet length and 23 feet breadth 

and was used in the Gilbert Islands.   

The model is built plank on frame (all but one of John’s mod-

els is built like this), using ply for the top of the hull and oth-

erwise using privet (… yes, that noxious stuff) for deck and 

hull planking, fixing it with Araldite and bamboo dowels as 

tree-nails. It was a 1 year project. 

The meeting was enthralled by John’s discussion and Mem-

bers asked many questions about John’s personal history and 

the use of the privet as modelling material and John gave hints 

as to its use. Privet is a good modelling timber, it grows straight 

so is good for planking, but generally has similar texture as 

boxwood. Over time it grows quite big, with a diameter of the 

log being up to about 20cm. 

John says that the privet needs to be air-dried and split. It 

should be kept in the log until it does split and then it should be 

cut down the split. This way you may lose some, but what’s left 

is good. 

Privet is very flexible and can be bent by hand, it keeps the 

bend well. 
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 Richard Keyes brought along a 1:96 scale model of 
the colonial schooner HALIFAX which is a collabora-
tive effort between himself and a  young lady in Los 
Angeles   

Back in the early 2000’s Karen Russell started the 
model under the guidance of her father who is also a 
fine model maker specialising in small scale mod-
els.  While Richard and his wife and were in LA for a 
model expo in 2004, he saw this model in Karen’s 
house during a tour of American model maker’s homes 
and workshops organised by the Ship Modellers Asso-
ciation of Southern California.  

At this stage only the frames and a bit of side trim had 
been made, it was just frames held in its Harold Hahn 
designed building frame. At the next Expo Richard at-
tended in 2011, he asked Karen’s father how the mod-
el turned out only to be told that no further work had 
been done on it for various reasons.  

The end result is that Richard brought the hull back to  Australia and over the course of the 
next few years working off and on, he completed it. 

Most of the model is constructed with boxwood. The 
cannon and cannonades are commercial as are the 
deadeyes .  

Janos Nemeth very kindly carved the figurehead and 
quarter badge carving which Richard claims were to be 
beyond his skills.   

It has been left unrigged so that it can fit into the case 
containing another HMS HALIFAX model built to 1:48.  It 
has been  put  there due to the lack of shelf  space for 
any more models Richard’s house.  

Richard never had the pleasure of meeting Karen 
who  is currently recouperating from illness and repairing 
an iconic old Los Angeles house.  
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Michael Bennett is building a model 
of HMS Sirius.  

We are all aware that the original ves-
sel, the flagship of the First Fleet un-
der Capt. Arthur Phillip was only a 
very small ship, but it is hard to appre-
ciate what 1:600 minituarisation would 
result without seeing the basic design 
that Michael has started to make. 

Michael is having problems finding re-
liable plans and other material to pro-
gress and asked the meeting for help, 
fortunately many who attended were 
able to offer assistance. 

Janos Nemeth reported on the various museums he attended whilst on a recent visit to 
Kressbronn in Germany and Barcelona in Spain. Doubtless the multitude of photos taken will 
be the basis on many fine carvings. 

The meeting finished with all attending reporting on the state of progress on the various pro-
jects that the Members are working on. 

 

Subsequent to the July S&T, Richard Keyes provided a photo of the model displayed at the 
meeting with  Kevin Hudson’s  fine miniature  HMS HALIFAX  in the background. It is 1:200 
scale and the model is just 6 inches (15cm) long! 
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EXPO 2015 
Pictorial report utilising the photos on the Club’s Facebook page.. 
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- 9 - 

cont. p.10 

AND OF COURSE “THE CRÈME 

DE LA CRÈME”:  

Janos Nemeth’s “Royal Yacht 

Caroline” once again turned the 

heads of both the public and other 

modellers alike just like at previous 

Expos in Sydney and Canberra.  

Janos won the Most Favourite 

Model Award voted on by the pub-

lic who attended, and he also won 

the special Hobbyco Award which 

was cash voucher presented by 

Rhyan San Pedro, Retail Manager 

of Hobbyco whose continued sup-

port is greatly valued. 

Not entered but on display were the beautiful carvings 

by Janos Nementh. Once again these drew admira-

tion from both the public and fellow modellers. 
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Canberra Model Shipwrights at 
EXPO ‘15 

We welcomed the modellers from Canberra to our EXPO, and they made a 

most valuable contribution to the success of the event. 



MORE ABOUT EXPO ‘15 
We were delighted with the contribution to our EXPO ‘15 

by the Members of the Maritime Model Club of NSW and 

the St.George Model Boat Club. We hope that the founda-

tions of an ongoing friendship will continue and that future 

Expos will feature the fantastic workmanship of the models 

by Members of these Clubs, as well as some Clubs who 

were unable attend and participate in this year’s EXPO. 

The Members of these Clubs usually make radio controlled models and the high level of skill 

and workmanship were displayed in the models on display at the EXPO. Thanks for all your 

assistance. 

We also thank the Members of the Carr’s Park “A’ Class racers who displayed their models 

(and also participated in an actual display on the waters just outside the venue despite ad-

verse weather conditions). 

 

Our Club received generous assistance from a number of sponsors and we 

wish to acknowledge the tremendous contribution by: 

 

 

 

  The Australian National Maritime Museum 

 

  Hobbyco 

 

  Modellers Shipyard 

 

  Jackson Teece Architecture 

 

We thank the sponsors and look forward to the continued support for future events from these 

prominent sponsors. 

 

Finally, a very special “Thank You” is extended to Anelia and Michael Bennett whose energy 

and drive made the EXPO possible and ensured its success.  

 

Thanks also to all the SMSC Members who attended and welcomed visitors to the EXPO and 

worked hard to raise funds by selling raffle tickets. Your efforts contributed to the success of 

the event. 
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In informing its 

readers of the EX-

PO ‘15, Janos was 

featured on the 

front page of his 

local newspaper 

with his model of 

“Rattlesnake”. 


