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 The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 7 February 2017  
at 7:30pm at the Granville RSL Club, Memorial Drive, Granville 

unless otherwise notified  

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion 

The April ‘17 meeting will be held in Darling Harbour, more details to follow 

********************************************************* 

The next meeting of the Endeavour Group after that will be at the home of 

Janos Nemeth  at 19 Short Road, Riverwood on  Saturday, 4 March 

2017  at 10am till noon, unless otherwise notified 

If you have difficulty finding the place, ring 0408 494 232 

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion 

NEXT CLUB MEETINGS 

President: 

Vice-Pres: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 

Public Officer: 

Newsletter Editor: 

ANMM Liaison: 

Member Welfare 

Webmaster 

Harry Goedings 

Michael Bennett 

Ralph Hannaford 

Mike Barton 

Anelia Bennett 

Tom Wolf  

Richard Keyes 

Alan Bideleux 

Maurice York 

president@smsc.org.au 

vicepresident@smsc.org.au 

treasurer@smsc.org.au 

secretary@smsc.org.au 

publicofficer@smsc.org.au 

chatterbox@smsc.org.au 

 

abideleux@gmail.com 

maurice@yorkfamily.id.au 

CLUB CONTACTS YOU MAY 
REQUIRE: 



PRESIDENT’S “BLOG” 
by Harry Goedings 

New Year greetings to all our members and those thinking of joining us!  I hope 

you had a wonderful festive season and look forward to another year of modelling. 

Your Committee has commenced preparations for the 2017 Expo and I am certain that this 

year will be another great year for the club.  

Prior to Xmas, Max Betteridge, one of our members (and ‘Peoples Choice’ winner in 2013 for 

the ‘Royal William’), indicated the time had come for him to draw the curtain on boat building. 

Max indicated he would like to see the quantity of materials he had amassed over the years go 

to benefit the Club and very kindly donated a myriad of deck furniture, timbers, parts etc. to the 

Club.   

In the absence of any means to distribute or use this material as a repository for Members an 

alternative was decided upon, the items were assessed as a bulk lot and subsequently sold re-

alising a very substantial return, an amount that will assist in promoting our forthcoming Expo 

and ensures that the Club remains on a sound financial footing.   

Max was also generous in donating three beautifully ‘scratch’ built ship hulls ready for the addi-

tion of masts, rigging and deck furniture etc. etc. The Committee has a number of ideas as to 

what we will do with these boats so watch this space for further developments.   

The Club is indebted to you Max for your generosity and we hope that ‘Chatterbox’ will 

continue to be part of your essential reading.  

2016 saw many of our Members engaged in work which kept them away from our meetings 

and Club involvement. We look forward to seeing you back with us in 2017.   

Happy modelling and remember, if you are building a model (whether scratch or kit built) , take 

some photos of your progress  and send them off to Tom, our editor-at-large, who would be on-

ly be too happy to include it in Chatterbox. We always love to see what other members are up 

to and your contribution will also help other Members who are either working on the same or 

similar projects, or in deciding what projects they may wish to do in the future.   
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EDITOR’S NOTE 
Starting with this issue our readers will be introduced to a new cartoon 

character whose adventures will try to fill what otherwise may have been 

empty spaces in Chatterbox. I hope you all enjoy the world according to 

“Charlie” and my perverse sense of humour. Please excuse the amateurish drawing skills. 



SMSC DECEMBER 6, 2016 S&T, AT 
DARLING HARBOUR 

Report by Tom Wolf 

We had an excellent turn-out of over 50% of our City based Members at the S&T on December 

6. This event also doubled as our Christmas party and we welcomed some of our female folk 

without whose support we couldn't be able to pursue the hobby. We again welcomed Vladimir 

Churilin from Russia, and his daughter Darya who is resident in Sydney. Just like at Richard 

Keyes' home a few weeks before, Vladimir brought along 2 Mississippi paddle steamers and 

this created a lot of interest. 

Tom Wolf brought along his completed 

"Wicked Wench", completed just on 1 year af-

ter the keel was laid. This model was the sub-

ject of a special issue of Chatterbox. 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Keyes brought along the part-built front cut-off sec-

tion of HMS Victory and explained the copper plating he 

had applied, then promptly offered the model for sale which 

was snapped up by Tom Wolf 

 

Mike Barton is progressing nicely with HMS 

Beagle, he brought it along and received many 

compliments. 

Alan Bideleux brought along a "hand-me-down" 

HMS Bounty (he does not know the source of 

the work already done) and he was given some 

advice as to how to go about completing the 

project. 

A fantastic night of food, drinks, discussion and 

camaraderie. 
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Vladimir Churilin is an experienced modeller who has 

competed in a number of international events in Europe 

and UK and told us of some of his experiences at those 

competitions. 

Vladimir is also an acknowledged judge in international (including the World) Championships 

and while he addressed the SMSC Membership he complimented us on the variety of good 

models he had seen, expressing surprise at the excellent standard of modelling in Australia as 

he had never encountered an Australian modeller in any competition. 

He continued by encouraging us to enter international competitions. 

As luck would have it, our Leon Griffiths had been corresponding with Vladimir for years and 

they very quickly re-established their friendship.  

cont. from p.3 
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SMSC Modeller: Michael Butcher 

We welcome another re-

source that will benefit our 

readers.  

Michael Butcher attended as an inde-

pendent exhibitor at EXPO ‘16 and his 

models Thermopalae, Mercator and 

the Bomb Ketch impressed all who at-

tended as well as his fellow modellers. 

We must have also impressed him as 

he immediately joined up as an Asso-

ciate Member. 

With a seafaring background as a 

Master Mariner (Rtd) it may not be sur-

prising that Michael has become a 

ship modeller. He has completed many models, and he has described all his work on his 

webpage at www.mariner80.com and our readers are encouraged to visit this webpage and 

see a description of the excellent models completed. 

Michael pulls no punches, if a particular kit he makes has a problem or has glitches, he will 

have described it on the webpage. He also gives the same warnings we have issued when it 

comes to non-English speaking model kit makers, read the instructions and satisfy yourself 

that you can understand them sufficiently to complete the model. 

Michael also has excellent advice to those new or thinking of joining the hobby. Once again 

the advice is frank and steers people who may not be able or willing to persevere away from 

the hobby, (even if only until such time as they have time to spare), we sometimes delude 

ourselves and our friends into not realising the time effort and commitment necessary to com-

plete a model. 

What Michael does not address is that we do have the resources of this Club, be it with a full 

Membership or an Associate Membership if you happen to live so far from Sydney that at-

tending our regular meetings and S&T is impractical. 

Rather than allowing modellers to be frustrated by a problem they encounter we have other 

experienced model builders who can (and are most willing) to help. 

Nevertheless Michael’s advice to those thinking of joining the hobby are most valid, we don’t 

wish to reproduce that advice here, please visit his webpage and satisfy yourself. 

Whilst on the subject of Associate Membership, as Michael lives on the Central Coast he has 

joined as an Associate Member. On being approached, although at first with quite some trepi-

dation, Michael agreed to be the convenor of an S&T group to meet on the Central Coast if 

there is sufficient interest In the region. 

Please write a short note to Alan Bideleaux <abideleux@gmail.com> if you are interested in 

such S&T’s, it is envisaged that this group would meet about 2 or 3 times a year at a mutually 

convenient time and place, and hopefully some modellers from Sydney would also attend 

from time to time. 



Progress at last with the Beagle 
by Mike Barton 

Since September 2013 I have been working on and off with this craft. On nu-

merous occasions I realised I had made mistakes but didn’t feel inclined to redo 

the work.  

I also became bogged down and/or confused with some of the processes. All of this slowed 

my progress to the point where I preferred to just leave it alone and hope the elves would 

come down the chimney at night and finish the Beagle for me.  

Somehow I realised this was not going to occur and so after much procrastination I willed my-

self to get over it and simply continue with the modelling.  

Making the masts and spars was fairly laborious even though I used a lathe for the turning.  

Once they were made, I found it an enjoyable 

challenge to attach the spars to the masts, and 

then the blocks and rigging to the masts and 

spars. The written section of the plans was ra-

ther un-user-friendly and so I relied on the 

graphics to acquire the rigging information. 

All three masts were totally rigged before glu-
ing them into position 

I am now following the plans to set the masts 

and rigging 

 

The main mast being supported during 

rigging 

The main mast and bowsprit with their 

rigging. 
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The blocks are held in position by a small 
piece of ply with 2 nails to fix each block. 
  
The upper end of the shroud is clamped with 
a scissors-like clamp (Kelly clamp I think) 
while the lower end is tied off. 
  
The silver tube is an insert from a pin vice 
and is used to force the lower end of the ply 
into the block to stop it releasing. 

cont. p.7 



MARK YOUR DIARIES 
NOW!! 

SMSC EXPO 2017 
will be held at the Georges River 16ft 

Sailing Club on 

26 and 27 August 2017 

At the time of writing this article, I 
have set the aft mast and its shrouds 
and ratlines, and the main mast with 
its lower set of shrouds and ratlines.  

At the Dec S & T I displayed my progress. Advice was 
given about keeping the shrouds straight (not slightly 
curved as mine are), advantages of setting the masts 
and then applying the rigging bit by bit and how to make 
the gold painted plastic components look more realistic. 
 

At last the end is in sight! 

cont. from p.6 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Clubs and organisations with whom SMSC has a reciprocal relationship are welcome to 

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL BOAT EXPO  

Members of SMSC are invited to exhibit at the Port Macquarie Model 

Boat Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers Club, which will be held on 

8-9 July 2017. 

As usual, the premises will be available to set up on afternoon of Friday 7th July. 

Any Members wishing to exhibit (and any enquiries) should contact David Connolly on 

0403 865 331 or by email to  <devils4detail@gmail.com> 

CANBERRA EXPO  

It is still too early to provide details with any certainty, but we are in-

formed that the 2017 Canberra Expo will likely be held at the Mount 

Rogers School on 16-17 September 2017 (subject to the 

venue being available).   

For more info contact: Peter Hateley 0401 670 829(m) or by email to   

<hpeter@webone.com.au> or by contacting Bob Evans 6226 8957(h), or by email to  

<rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.   Exhibitors will need to complete a “pro forma” with 

their model with a couple of paragraphs of the history of the vessel. 

HUBERTUS MODEL BOAT CLUB SHOW 

The Hubertus Model Boat Club’s annual Show at the Workers Huber-

tus Country Club, 205 Adams Road, Luddenham will be held on 

Saturday and Sunday, 13-14 May 2017.     

Setting up on Friday is available. 

If you wish to attend and exhibit or otherwise need further information  please contact  

Len Thornton on 4627.7314 or contact Hubertus Club on 4773 4444. or by email to 

hmbc.secretary@gmail.com>  

GREATER SYDNEY SCALE MODEL EXPO  

To be held at Lilys Restaurant Bar and Function, 5 Quinn Ave, 

Seven Hills on Saturday, March 11 (9am to 5pm)  

and Sunday, March 12 (10am to 4pm).  

Ship models qualify for entry as “Open Class”, each Class decided by popular vote.   

All enquiries to Renato Cantalupo on 0425 227 818  

or https://www.facebook.com/ScaleExpo/ 



LEON’S TIPS & TRICKS #5: 

cont. p.10 
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3.  Make the tip of the cord hard by using 

thin CA, this will act as your probe to guide 

it through your punched hole.   

2.  You will need a large needle to punch 

the cloth, and rigging cord for your reef 

point. The gauge of thread will be deter-

mined by the scale of the ship and draw-

ings. 

1.  The reef points on a sail are there to 

shorten the sail and hence slow the speed 

of the ship. This is known as ‘shortened 

sail’. 

Hello members, in this session we will deal with. Reef Points and 

Knots. This works for me!  

4.  Using a half granny, thread the cord 

through the sail causing the cord to lay flat 

and pointed towards the bottom of the sail. 

At this point use a very small dab of CA be-

tween the sail and the knot, this will perma-

nently keep the rope set where you want it.  

5. Turn it over and tie another half granny.   



cont. from p.9 
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6. The trick is to hold the lead rope tight 

and work the knot down loosely. The half 

granny is tied right over left, pulling down 

on the right side nothing will happen. Pull 

down on the left side and at the same 

time pull the lead end tight.    

9. Cut the rope longer than you need it. 

You can trim the reefs correctly when all 

the ropes are on.   

8.  Lay the lead end to the bottom of the 

sail and apply a dab of CA to the knot to 

finish. 

7.  Work the knot down and you will 

see it tighten up.  

Members are hereby informed that it is intended that Chatterbox will be 

published every 2 months (as from now at the end of the odd months, that 

is January, March, May, July, September and November). 

Chatterbox will be distributed to all financial Members and Associate 

Members of the Club by email only (apologies to all those who do not have 

a computer), and anyone expressing an interest in joining the Club will be 

provided with 1 issue and if they don’t join they do not get any more.   

It will continue to be available on the Club website at http:\\smsc.org.au 

CHATTERBOX CIRCULATION 

POLICY 2017 
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cont. p.12 

HINTS AND TRICKS 
SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from 

all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the 

Midwest Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report “ and by 

arrangement and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the 

authors, we reprint the following article from their September 2016 issue. 

Photos — by Kurt Van Dahm 

Whether you shoot with a SLR or use a point-and-shoot pocket camera, the techniques de-

scribed by Kurt Van Dahm will apply and we’re thankful to Kurt for his great program. 

It turns out that lighting is one of the really important things that separates great photos from 

all the others.  

Shadows and light; back light, 

side light, front light, all help cre-

ate the visual definition of the im-

age. It’s all in how you place the 

lighting and its intensity. 

After you’ve solved the lighting 

puzzle, the rest is relatively easy; 

background, foreground, crop-

ping, focus, camera angle, for-

mat. We’ll cover the easy tasks 

later, but first let’s try to under-

stand lighting principals and what 

we’ll need for equipment to take 

our photos. 

If you were to just shoot a photo of 

your model using a flash on cam-

era, your results would look some-

thing like that pictured on the left. 

Notice how the shadows created 

by the masts and booms appear 

on the background. This, of 

course, is very distracting. The 

setup may contribute to this prob-

lem, however, as the model is 

quite close to the background and 

this brings the background into fo-

cus. 

Moving the model away from the 

background some distance will help solve the focus problem but better selection and place-

ment of lighting is needed to eliminate the shadows. 
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cont. from p.11 

The drawing on the right shows how 

you can place three lights to create 

shadow patterns that will cancel each 

other out and result in a uniform 

background appearance. It should be 

noted that the middle light is not on 

the same level as the camera but po-

sitioned well above it and directed 

downward toward the subject. 

The intensity of the lights (wattage) 

and color (cold white, warm, etc.) will 

dictate how far the lights should be 

from the subject to give you the cor-

rect exposure and color renditions. 

The photo on the left is an example of 

this same model taken using the 3-

light set up we just described. 

Here, the model has good separation 

from the background and helps us 

focus all our attention on the subject 

alone. Shadow patterns on the mod-

el, itself, have also been eliminated, 

allowing us to see all the fine fea-

tures. 

The photo on the right is a good example of how 

proper lighting can help bring out all the details of 

a model. Note how well all the wood texture is 

depicted, the hawser detail is shown and the tree 

nails stand out. 

In this day and age, all our photography is going 

to be done digitally. Images created by digital 

cameras can be saved in a variety of formats, but 

the most useful one is known as “jpeg”. Use it whenever you are asked to indicate the format. 

And don’t forget to back up your images on a flash drive or other media apart from your PC. 

 Another must when taking photos is: Always use a tripod. It doesn’t matter what size camera 

you have, a tripod will eliminate any of your shakes and give you a sharper image. Don’t work 

without it. 

You can also increase your photo quality by learning how to work with a photo editing pro-

gram. Remember: documenting your model IS modelilng. Thanks, again, Kurt for an enjoya-

ble evening. 
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THE CLUB FOUNDING MODELLER 
Mike Barton  

 
When we look back on the short history of our 

Club we realise the effort that Mike has put into 

its establishment and continued success. All by himself he 

initiated the coming together of interested modellers at a ven-

ue paid for by himself back in 2011, a meeting that came to 

be the founding of the Sydney Model Shipbuilders Club, he 

then came to be its President for 3 years before handing over 

the helm only when the Club was well established and now 

continues as the Club’s Secretary. 

Mike was about 11 years old when he bought an AIRFIX kit 

for the battlecruiser “Hood”, (a ship that the “Bismarck” blew 

out of the water with huge loss of life in WW2), but he wasn’t 

excited with the result as he just glued all the components 

together and neglected to paint it. He then bought a kit for a 

Sopwith Camel (fighter biplane) and it never got assembled.  

That was the start and end of Mike’s modelling career till he was 57. As a kid growing up he 

became more interested in building cubby houses, tree houses, billy carts, rafts etc. and later 

on he went on to building go carts, push bike trailers, household furniture, etc. 

And so, at an advanced age nearing retirement in 2008 Mike was introduced to Ian Knapp’s 

collection of timber model ships and steam engines and was completely “blown away”.  

Ian explained to Mike that the timber ships came as a kit and as a complete novice Mike came 

to think that the kits came with all pieces shaped and ready to assemble. He decided to pur-

chase one as Ian said he would 

advise him on a good one to start 

with, and Ian was also going to 

get the same kit and together they  

would make the model. Ian’s biog-

raphy (written by his good friend 

Mike) was published earlier in 

Chatterbox Issue #26 (April 2016) 

This seemed ideal as Ian and 

Mike only lived 10 minutes apart. 

So, they purchased “The Schoon-

er for Port Jackson” form Model-

lers Shipyard. One can imagine 

Mike’s surprise when he opened 

the box and it immediately be-

came obvious that the compo-

nents could not just be glued to-

gether.  

 

 

cont. p.14 



Then tragedy struck as before the joint project could be started Ian lost his life in a canyoning 

accident. Ian’s wife Cynthia put Mike in contact with Richard Keyes who was very generous 

with his time in assisting Mike with his first ship which took about a year to construct and Mike 

was more than pleased with the result, in fact he was hooked. 

Since those fledgling steps, Mike has completed 2 more ships, (“Mermaid” and “Endeavour”) 

and all 3 ships have been proudly exhibited at the Club’s annual EXPOs. 

For the past couple of years Mike has been building, and he is part way through the “Beagle”. 

Mike confesses that he is not as particular with the historical accuracy of these models as 

many modellers are, he just works from the instructions and  the plans, tie whatever knot does 

the job, use the flags supplied (which he has been reminded are sometimes wrong) and ad libs 

as he goes to make parts fit.  

He is always impressed by the overall result and that, after all, is what the hobby is about … 

self satisfaction.  Mike finds this hobby to be quite relaxing as he can do much of the work while 

watching the football or news. (I don’t know how he does that … Ed). Mike’s aim is (hopefully) 

to finish the “Beagle” by the end of 2017. 

The models usually take a 

while to complete as Mike 

gets very easily side tracked 

with other projects to do, 

(construction of kitchen cup-

boards, household items to 

fix, houses to maintain, etc). 

Mike’s modest work area con-

sists of a small set of shelves 

hung on the end of a piano, a 

600 x 1000mm table and an-

other set of shelves. The sur-

rounding floor also serves as 

a multipurpose fixed storage 

unit. 
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cont. from p.13 



‘ COMTE DE LA PEROUSE  
Report by Tom Wolf 

Jean François de Galaup, 

comte de La Pérouse (23 Au-

gust 1741 – 1788?) was a French Naval officer 

and explorer whose expedition vanished in 

Oceania. 

La Pérouse was appointed in 1785 by Louis 

XVI to lead an expedition around the world, the 

expedition's aims were to complete the Pacific 

discoveries of James Cook (whom La Pérouse 

greatly admired), correct and complete maps of 

the area, establish trade contacts, open new 

maritime routes and enrich French science and 

scientific collections.  

His ships were the "Astrolabe" (under Fleuriot 

de Langle) and the "Boussole", both 500 tons. 

They were storeships 

reclassified as frigates 

for the occasion, they 

were to explore both the 

north and south Pacific, 

including the coasts of 

the Far East and of 

Australia, and send 

back reports through 

existing European out-

posts in the Pacific. 

La Pérouse and his 220 

men left Brest on 1 Au-

gust 1785, rounded 

Cape Horn, and sailed on to Chile and Hawaii before sailing to Alaska. He then headed south, 

exploring the northwest coast, including the outer islands of present-day British Columbia and 

going on to explore further south,  to California. 

La Pérouse again crossed the Pacific Ocean in 100 days, arriving at Macau, and the next year, 

after a visit to Manila, he set out for the northeast Asian coasts, he visited the Asian mainland 

coasts of Korea, Japan and Russia. 
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cont. p.16 

The “Astrolabe” and the “Boussole” at anchor 



In letters received from Paris, La Pérouse was ordered to investigate the settlement the British 

were establishing in New South Wales, Australia.  

La Pérouse arrived off Botany Bay on 24 January 1788, just as Captain Arthur Phillip was at-

tempting to move the colony from there to Sydney Cove in Port Jackson on 26 January. 

The British received him courteously, and each captain, through their officers, offered the other 

any assistance and needed supplies. La Pérouse was 6 weeks in the colony and this was his 

last recorded landfall. The French established an observatory, held Catholic masses, made ge-

ological observations, and established a garden. Their chaplain from "L'Astrolabe" was buried 

there and is celebrated annually on the anniversary of his death.  

Although Phillip and La Pérouse did not meet, there were 11 visits recorded between the 

French and English. Over the past more than 200 years commanders from the French Navy 

have regularly paid their respects at the La Pérouse Monument at Botany Bay.  

La Pérouse took the opportuni-

ty to send his journals, some 

charts and also some letters 

back to Europe with a British 

naval ship from the First Fleet 

("HMS Alexander") and he also 

obtained wood and fresh water 

and, on 10 March, left for New 

Caledonia, Santa Cruz, the 

Solomons, the Louisiades, and 

the western and southern 

coasts of Australia. 

La Pérouse wrote that he ex-

pected to be back in France by 

June 1789. The documents 

that he dispatched with "HMS 

Alexander" were delivered to Paris, where they were published after La Pérouse’s presumed 

death, and in fact neither he nor any of his men were seen again. 

The various “Astrolabe” model kits are extremely popular with ship modellers who may not fully 

appreciate the significance of the voyages of La Pérouse. 
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cont. from p.15 

Last letter sent to Paris on HMS Alexander by La Pérouse  
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HINTS AND TRICKS: 

DECK PLANK JOGGLING  
Research by Tom Wolf 

Many discussions as our meetings revolve around the question of how the 

ends of deck planks can be finished by a process called “JOGGLING”. 

We recall that in Plank-on-Frame Models - Volume 1 by Harold A. Underhill at pages 100 

to 102 the author describes the process, supported by sketches. 

The purpose of joggling is to avoid sharply tapered planking timber which may slip by having 

a notch in the deck plank, which is fitted into a notch in the margin plank, so as to prevent the 

deck plank from slipping past the other. It also may avoid the timber splitting or otherwise 

splintering over time with a sharp piece of timber that is hard to affix. 

The margin-plank follows the shape of the ship's side from bow to stern and is the same thick-

ness as the deck planks, and it is into this margin that the deck planks are joggled.  

The rule is that if the deck plank meets the margin-plank at such an angle that the length of 

the bevel "Y" is less than the breadth of the plank "X" (Sketch 65A), the plank need not be 

joggled, but if "Y" exceeds "X" (Sketch 65B), then the end must be joggled.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cutting of the joggle is simple, the square toe "Z" being made half the width of the plank 

and the margin-plank cut accordingly (Sketch 65C).  

Sketch 66 shows part of a deck before and after cutting the joggles in the margin plank.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope that this will put to rest any questions and doubts our Members may have as to how 

to carry out the process. 
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HANDY HINT ABOUT CANNONS 
Drawings from “Historic Ship Models” by Wolfram zu Mondfeld,  

commentary by Tom Wolf 

 

Often discussion between Mem-

bers involves the way guns are 

shown on models.  

 

Many Members ignore the coils 

of rope and the positioning of 

ropes on the guns and the deck. 

This is justifiable as most model-

lers build their models for display 

and self-satisfaction and not for 

the “purists”. Nevertheless one 

needs to understand the factual 

situation. 

 

The sketch above shows 

the gun crew at work dur-

ing battle, with the men 

clearly working the gun 

tackle. 

 

 

The sketch on the left ex-

plains the name of each 

part of the gun assembly 

and the various anchoring 

points to the wall and the 

deck.. 

 

According to the available sketch-

es, the breeching should be loose 

when the gun is rolled out. 

 

Now that should settle the issue, 

but I for one will continue to display 

the guns on my ships as being 

“rolled out” with the breeching tight, 

in my personal opinion it looks bet-

ter. 
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs in Australia 

and all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Can-

berra Model Shipwrights Society and by arrangement and their kind permission ac-

knowledging the source and the authors, we reprint the following article from their 

December 2015 issue. 

Blackening brass and metal fittings 
- by Bob Evans 

I was looking for a means to blacken brass fittings, specifically for my model of the Panart 

armed launch. Gary Renshaw suggested “Blacken It” and the website led me to a forum which 

suggested that a product called “Birchwood Casey Brass Black metal finish” was the ulti-

mate product. 

This is of course an American product, however further searching showed that this was availa-

ble through Western Firearms in Sydney (http://westernfirearms.com.au) 

Commentary on 

“Blackening brass and metal fittings” 
The manufacturer gives details the product as follows: “Fast-acting liquid used by gunsmiths 

and industry to blacken or antique brass, copper and bronze parts. Easy to apply with no di-

mensional change.  Often used to mark cartridge cases to identify loads. Excellent for blacken-

ing name plates, plaques, castings, sculptures and other home, workshop and hobby uses. 

Color varies depending on alloy and can be highlighted if desired. Final appearance is en-

hanced by applying a clear coat finish, wax or oil.” 

See more at: https://www.birchwoodcasey.com/Refinishing/Metal-Finishing/Brass-Black-

Touch-Up.aspx#sthash.v3VTi6qA.dpuf 

The following FAQ is relevant: 

Q: Will Brass Black work on firearm steel? …  A: Yes, but the results may not be satisfactory. 

Q: What metals can Brass Black be used on? … A: Brass Black is used on yellow metals 

(brass, copper and bronze) only. 

Q. Is the process for Brass Black the same as for blueing? … A: Yes, view the guide above for 

more specific instructions. 
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs in Australia and 

all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Canberra 

Model Shipwrights Society and by arrangement and their kind permission acknowledg-

ing the source and the authors, we print the following adaptation of an article from 

their September 2015 issue. 

This will, to some readers, be a very relevant article, to some others it may be no more than 

just interesting trivia, nevertheless it has been decided appropriate to publish it now 

 

HISTORY OF NAVAL CANNONS  

by Jeff Zecchin (WA Chapter CMSS)  

The first known English ships fitted with cannon are thought to have been those engaged in the 

Battle of Villaneuva de Barracota when they encountered ships from the Duchy of Aquitaine. 

 

Other examples of known early uses of cannon are:  

 Cannon were listed as commonplace aboard Mediterranean galleys by 1365.   

 Vasco da Gama used cannon in 1501 in a battle against the Muslim fleet off India., 

 Cannon was used by the Danes when they encountered ships from the Hanseatic 

League in 1363 (possibly the Battle of Helsingborg) in which the son of the Danish King is 

reputed to have been killed by cannon ball. 

Such cannons would have been very inefficient with their short range aboard such small wood-

en ships. These small ships made it extremely difficult to aim properly. 

 

Firing a naval cannon required a deal of physical effort as well as a large team.  First the can-

non had to be cleaned with a wet swab to remove any chance of ignition left over from a previ-

ous firing.  Then the powder was inserted and rammed to compact it.  Then a wad was insert-

ed followed by the ball and a further wad.  This latter wad was to prevent the ball from falling 

out of the barrel.  Fine powder was then inserted into the touch hole and ignited.  The flame 

travelled to the main chamber thus firing sending the ball on its way.  

 

There was a hive of activity around a gun during the firing process especially when one consid-

ers that there were 104 guns aboard the HMS Victory and they could be fired 2 –3 times every 

5 minutes.  Think about the constraints:  

 get the cannon far enough inboard to have room for muzzle loading  

 the length and weight of the cannon and truck  

 clearance either side  

 clearance amidships due to the beam 

And so it goes on. 

 

Development of the early cannon was the province of the Portuguese in Europe, where their 

knowledge and development of naval tactics was to the fore.  There was also considerable de-

velopment undertaken by the Ottoman and Chinese empires prior to the Portuguese but not to 

the same extent.  English development took off in the 16th century with the development of 

gunpowder that became much finer and was of a superior grade.  Their training of gun crews 

and battle tactics played a major part in their naval successes. 
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WHAT IS OUR CARVER UP TO? 
Report by Tom Wolf 

 

Janos Nemeth, our master carver has been 

at it again, the photos are from Janos’ Facebook page 

showing advanced progress on another complex figure-

head for a British First Rater. 

It is the proposed figurehead of HMS Queen Charlotte. 

We have not been able to ascertain whether this figure-

head is from the first Queen Charlotte, which was a first 

rate of 100 guns built at Chatham and launched in 1790, 

which subsequently took part in several actions against 

the French navy.  

Alternatively, she may be from the 

second Queen Charlotte which was a 

104 gun first rate, launched in 1810 

which led the Bombardment of Al-

giers on 27 August 1816  

We are confident that Janos will clear 

this up for the next issue, we may 

even get a full article outlining the 

secrets of such an intricate carving. 
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HINTS AND TRICKS:  

CROWSFEET AND EUPHROES  

by Tom Wolf  
This subject intrigued me as I had recently installed crowsfeet on the Wicked Wench, so I did 

a bit of research on the various Forums. Here goes: 

Crowsfeet were designed to prevent the foot of the fore and main topsails of square rigged 

ships from getting caught under the tops and chafing on or getting tangled in the lower rigging.  

Some authors suggest that crowsfeet were probably introduced in the middle of the 17th cen-

tury, but ceased to be generally used by the end of the 18th century. Steel writing in 1794 still 

included them in the rigging list where 1" or 3/4" circumference line was used, depending on 

the size of vessel. 

If you're thinking about whether or not to have crowsfeet on your 

model, remember that you'll need to make some fairly early deci-

sions, as the holes need to be drilled in the fore end of the tops so 

you can rig them. 

The rope making up the crowsfeet was a continuous line rigged 

back and forth through the euphroe block. The rope was spliced 

around the strop of the euphroe block, its other end reeving 

through the centre hole in the rim of the top from above, up 

through the next hole to port, through the upper hole of the eu-

phroe block, up through the inner starboard hole in the top, and so 

on until the line finally came out of the outer hole on the starboard 

side of the top. There it was hitched to the underpart of the previ-

ous lead through the top. 

It is believed that the crowsfeet were regarded as standing rigging and and the rope or cord is 

coloured accordingly for models, but the line of the crowsfeet is much finer than most of the 

other standing rigging. 

The euphroe is ten-

sioned on the stay 

by use of a tackle 

with two single 

blocks. The upper 

block is stropped 

around the euphroe, 

and the lower tackle 

block is seized to 

the stay. This allows 

for the rigging of the 

crowsfeet while the 

line to the stay is 

loose.  



A LITTLE NAVAL TRIVIA 
HMS VICTORY FIGUREHEAD 

by Tom Wolf 

With so many modellers all over the world interested in infor-

mation about HMS Victory, here are some little known facts. 

HMS Victory's well known figurehead was fitted during the ship's 

'large repair' undertaken between 1801 and 1803. It was carved 

in 1801 by George Williams. 

The design comprises two cupids supporting the royal coat of 

arms surmounted with the royal crown. 

The arms bear the Norman French inscription of the Order of 

the Garter: Honi Soit Qui Mal Y Pense. Translated this means: 

Shame to him who evil thinks. 

At the time of George III, the royal coat of arms still included the 

escutcheon of Hanover. This is clearly evident by the white 

horse and Hanoverian crown at the centre. 

Each cupid wears a coloured sash: the starboard figure, blue; the port figure, red. These col-

ours indicate that the two figures represent a Seraphim (red), and a Cherubim (blue). We know 

that at the Battle of Trafalgar the starboard figure had its leg shot away, and the port figure, its 

arm. 

BUT! Did you know that this was not 

the original design figurehead at the 

time of launch of this great ship? 

The original figurehead of HMS Victory 

when she was built in 1765 stood a 

staggering 24 feet high and over 18 

feet broad, the shear weight of wood 

needed to create this monster of a 

carving is difficult to imagine, 

 

 

A 1/4 size replica of the original elaborate 1765 figurehead (see photo 

above) can be seen in the Victory Gallery at the Royal Naval Museum, 

Portsmouth (opposite the ship). 

 

Janos Nemeth has produced a wonderful carving scaled at 1:20 of this 

original figurehead which has been exhibited at various EXPOs attended 

by Janos for the past 3 years. 
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In the last issue of Chatterbox we reported that an article appeared in the 

November 2016  issue of “The Senior News” about our Club.  

This was as a successful result of contact made by Alan Bideleux with the 

publishers of that newsletter.  

Here is a copy of the article: 

We are grateful to Alan for the incredible amount of time and effort he continues to expend in 

promoting our Club and the hobby of model-making. Similar approaches have also been 

made to the Men’s Shed Association of Australia and to the Australian Sail Training Associa-

tion, and even though such attempts at contact have not yet borne fruit we will continue with 

this style of promotion of the Club and hobby 

If any of our readers has a way of similarly promoting to any organisation, whether large or 

small, we would encourage such effort, but if you don’t think you can make the approach on 

your own please let us know and we will do the approaching and promoting. 

Ed 


