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 The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 4 April 2017  at 7:30pm at  

Darling Harbour unless otherwise notified  

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion 

The June ‘17 meeting will be held at the Granville RSL Club, Memorial 

Drive, Granville , more details to follow 
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The next S&T meeting of the Endeavour Group will be at the home of  

Mike Barton at 55 Cedarwood Drive, Cherrybrook  on  
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email <barton.55@hotmail.com> or phone 0439 441 542 if wishing to attend 
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SMSC Meeting and S&T - February 
7th, 2017 - at Granville RSL Club 

Report by Tom Wolf, photos by Anelia Bennett 

After Sydney copped 

more than half a month’s 

rainfall in one day it was 

great to see the turnout at 

this S&T. 12 Members 

and Visitors attended, and 

there were a variety of 

models  brought along for 

discussion. A great even-

ing of modelling fun, but 

there were quite a few 

grumblings about the ven-

ue. 

We welcomed visitors and then invited Gary Rudnick, a visi-

tor, to discuss his problems with his Artesania Latina HMB 

Endeavour. This is Gary’s first attempt and it has taken 

many years of interrupted building to get to this level (family, 

career and home repairs), he is now ready to install the mast 

and get on with rigging. The discussion turned to: 

1. glues (and which … there are many … are best to use 

in modelling),  

2. when do you varnish (answer only when there is noth-

ing left to glue and before rigging) 

3. the difference between using dark coloured rigging cord 

for standing rigging and light colour for running rigging 

… and the reasons for the  difference,  

 

Mike Barton brought along his finished 

HMS Beagle. At present it is screwed 

through pedestals to a “lazy Susan”, 

and so with a timber base and an acrylic 

cover, it will be displayed at this year’s 

EXPO.  

Mike said that he initially thought that he 
may finish it by mid-2017 but then was 
surprised how quickly the rigging came 
together in the end. So quick in fact that 
he decided to make the flags instead of 
using the kit supplied ones.  

cont. p.3 
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To make the flags he used instruc-

tions given to us at a workshop in July 

2011 by Kevin Hudson and was more 

than pleased with the results (this  

flag making method was reported in 

Chatterbox Issue #3, it is in fact the 

method promoted by Gus Agustin of 

the NRG). Mike liked it so much that 

he has now also remade the flags for 

the ENDEAVOUR. 

This model was also used to demon-
strate the difference between fixed 
and running rigging to Gary Rudnick 
who is seen photographing the effect. 

Michael Bennett gave some advice to Mike on blackening some 
of the brass components to make them look more realistic, and 
then went on the give a detailed account of how he achieved the 
copper plating on his 1:600 HMS Sirius. 

Tom Wolf brought along 3 items for dis-
cussion. Firstly, his new “Summer pro-
ject” HMAS Orion (see article later in 
this issue), and secondly a waterline 
marker based on an old idea published 
by the SMA in about 1991. This idea 
was utilised by Tom as being a multi 
purpose tool. 

Finally Tom also brought along his HMT 
Dunera which, from the various projects put aside over the years, is 
now the next project that Tom wishes to complete. 

Alan Bideleux brought along a model in its glass case that was giv-
en to the Club by a member of the public. We tried to identify the 
model (which is extensively damaged by the broken glass top of the 

case), at best we identified it from its 
shape, the solid hull and the word 
“London” on the back as being an old 
model (probably built by the bread and 
butter method in about the 1930’s) of the 
second rate (90 guns) HMS London of 
1766. Members were invited to take the 
model away and to make repairs to it, but 
no-one present was willing to undertake 
the task. Are there any takers out there? 

The meeting was reminded that the next 
Club Trash & Treasure night will be held 
after the AGM at our August meeting, we 
know there will be at least 3 unfinished 
well built models/hulls for sale. 

cont. from p.2 
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SMSC Endeavour Group Meeting and 
S&T - March 4, 2017 

Photos by Anelia Bennett and Mike Barton 

The Endeavour Group meet-
ing for March 2017 was held 
at Janos Nemeth’s home 
where those Members at-
tending  were shown Janos’ 
new and impressive display 
cabinets as well as his well 
fitted out workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janos also introduced his latest carving 
to the meeting, this being the maquette 
of the figurehead for the HMS Queen 
Charlotte. 

There is a separate report about this 
carving elsewhere in this issue of Chat-
terbox. 

cont. p.5 



Members exhibiting at our meetings are always requested to contribute reports and articles 
about their display, this time apart from some photos unfortunately the only full report was con-
tributed by Mike Barton. 

Mike Barton reports that he was so impressed with the flags he made for the “Beagle” that he 
has now remade the flags for the “Endeavour”. Mike had heard from Gary Renshaw that it is 
possible to put the ripples in the flag by sandwiching a piece of aluminium foil between the two 
fabrics of the flag and this will attain a decent ripple effect for the flag. This was mentioned to 
the group and Richard Keyes stated that it is possibly better to do it with brass foil. Mike has 
decided to quiz Gary a bit more on this subject as the aluminium foil is for more readily availa-
ble. 

cont. from p.4 
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The photos submitted to the Editor 
indicate that Richard Keyes also 
brought along and displayed his 
part-built Mississippi Paddle 
Steamboat  “Robert E. Lee”.  

We know that our Honourary Mem-
ber Don Dressel is also building an 
Amati kit model of the Robert E. 
Lee in California (USA) and we 
wonder if Richard is also making 
the same kit to compete with his 
good friend. 

Richard made over 100 windows for the Rob-
ert E.Lee 

 

 

Windows in cutouts for Robert E. Lee steam-
boat 

cont. p.6 

cont. from p.4 



Members were shown 
Janos’ workshop 
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cont. from p.5 

Janos showed the progress he was making on the subma-
rine Trieste (see earlier report) and the there was still time 
for Janos to demonstrate rope making using the “rope-walk” 
that was the subject of an earlier article in Chatterbox. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL BOAT EXPO  

The Port Macquarie Model Boat Expo at Port Macquarie Pan-
thers Club, will take place on July 8 and 9, (set up on Friday 
Jul 7th) 

As Members may know, exhibitors are not paid a fee to exhib-
it, but Panthers Club usually subsidises lunch for bona-fide 

exhibitors on Saturday and Sunday, all exhibitors must make their own arrangements 
for travel and accommodation. 

If you would like to exhibit with fellow SMSC Members at the 2017 exhibition as a 

SMSC display, please let Alan Bideleux (abideleux@gmail.com) know by  9
th

 April at 

the latest how many models you wish to exhibit in the scale model ships category of 

display as we need to inform the organisers how many SMSC exhibitors will display 

models and inform them how many tables do we require as we are an indoor exhibit. 

SMSC Members will know from past exhibitions that indoor space is strictly limited, so 

the organisers will attempt to cater for regular exhibitors in line with past arrange-

ments. Others (THAT’S US!!!) will be accommodated as space permits. At this stage 

there is no guarantee that all exhibits can be accommodated. As soon as details are 

returned and collated, we will be informed of the outcome, it is expected that exhibi-

tors and space will be finalised by 30 April, we can then inform those who wish to par-

ticipate  

Alternatively if you wish to exhibit as an independent exhibitor, please direct all en-

quiries to David Connolly on 0403 865 331 or by email to <devils4detail@gmail.com>  

CANBERRA EXPO  

The 2017 Canberra Expo will be held at the Mount Rogers School on 

16-17 September 2017 .   

For more info contact: Peter Hateley 0401 670 829(m) or by email to   

<hpeter@webone.com.au> or by contacting Bob Evans 6226 8957(h), or 

by email to  <rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.    

Exhibitors will need to complete a “pro forma” with their model with a couple of para-

graphs of the history of the vessel. 

HUBERTUS MODEL BOAT CLUB SHOW 

The Hubertus Model Boat Club’s annual Show will be held at the 

Workers Hubertus Country Club, 205 Adams Road, Luddenham on 

Saturday and Sunday, 13-14 May 2017.     Setting 

up on Friday is available. If you wish to attend and exhibit or other-

wise need further information  please contact  Len Thornton on 4627.7314 or contact 

Hubertus Club on 4773 4444. or by email to hmbc.secretary@gmail.com>  
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QUEEN CHARLOTTE 
MAQUETTE 

Report by Tom Wolf 

In the last issue (Issue #30) of Chatterbox we posed the 

question, was the figurehead being carved by Janos 

Nemeth for the HMS Queen Charlotte of 1790 or for the 

later launched ship with the same name (1810). The for-

mer was a first rate of 100 guns, the latter one had 104 

guns. We have been informed that it is for the 1790 ship 

which has a very interesting story.  

Although no British first rate was lost to the enemy during 

the Napoleonic era, HMS Queen Charlotte caught fire at 

her moorings and exploded in 1800. 

A maquette is a 

small model or 

study in three di-

mensions for a 

sculptural project. It is understood that in this instance it 

was a design (as if in a design competition) that was 

not accepted and eventually the ship actually had a fig-

urehead installed that was simple and not so elaborate. 

The carving is made up of 7 sculptures which interlock 

to make the project and is about 23 cm. (9 1/2") tall. 

This is the latest of Janos’ elaborate figurehead carv-

ings to match the HMS Victory figurehead carving 

Janos completed some years ago and which have 

proven to be so popular at our EXPOs. 



LEON’S TIPS & TRICKS #6: 

cont. p.10 
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3. The more important cuts are the out-

side lines of the letters, as an example the 

letter A is acceptable. 

2.  Using a No 11 blade, cut out the let-

ters on the photocopy. 

1. It is always better to work with a 

technique to get the best finish. First pho-

tocopy the name plate. 

Hello members, in this session we will deal with Letter Etching 

Placement . This works for me!  

4. All the letters are cut out and all the 

spacing left on the template are in their cor-

rect position. 

5.Placement of the template with the ship’s 

name can now be aligned and attached 

with sticky tape ensuring it is just where 

you want it.. 



cont. from p.9 
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8. The result is striking, and pre-

painting has benefited this technique. 

7. The guide is ready. After using thin 

CA glue to attach the letters, a small 

amount of paint touch up will be needed. 

6.  The paper template is now a stencil. 

Select an appropriate paint brush. Wrap 

the end of the brush with tape, this simply 

adds some stability to the end of the 

brush. Lightly dip the brush in paint and 

dab the stencil to give a paint shadow that 

can be used as a guide..   



SMSC MEMBER, CHATTERBOX 
EDITOR - TOM WOLF 

Autobiography 

Born in Hungary just after WWII and during 

the reign of the “Golden Team”, it is no 

wonder that my only interest as a child and teenager re-

volved around becoming a football star. That dream was 

shattered while still in high school when I suffered what 

then was a career ending knee injury, my love of volleyball 

then became long enduring (I played in competitions until I 

was nearly 40) but it was not as enthusiastic. 

Along the way, as the English language was a barrier when 

I arrived in Australia as a refugee in 1957 without knowing a 

single word, I utilised dioramas of small Airfix models of a 

Sopwith Camel and a Fokker DVII in a dogfight to illustrate 

a Biggles book for my school library project, thus the start 

of my interest in models. 

I built a few plastic planes while at university studying law, 

then a stay in the UK after graduation and starting up a law practise on return to Australia were 

“hobby bare”. 

Then in 1974 while waiting to go to court I visited a nearby City hobby shop and decided to 

build the Corel Endeavour. I had never attempted any ”woodwork” previously and spoke no 

Italian that may have helped with the Corel instructions. 

With time passing (marriage, 3 children, legal career) and a number of attempts to build the 

Corel hull (3 attempts at double planking, 2 times stripped back bare) the hull just lay around 

collecting dust. By the 1990’s my interest was more into radio controlled model airplanes which 

I built/assembled/repaired, and  flew with one of my sons (and often took home as wrecks). 

Scouting also came into my life fairly late, I became a leader in 1983 and  still hold positions 

within Scouts Australia. My skills of 

knotting all developed during this 

period, as a result on my models all 

running rigging is “running”. 

Sick and tired of taking my crashed 

airplanes home for repairs week 

after week, my interest in the Corel 

Endeavour was rekindled in about 

2000 and I finished the build.  

Not totally satisfied with the hull 

planking, the model was painted to 

hide all the “not quite up to scratch 

bits”. 
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cont. from p.11 

Next came another Endeavour 

(Artesania Latina) which was finished 

(modified as I do not use any of the 

metal decorations provided in kits as I 

prefer to create my own woodcarvings), 

and an attempt at scratch building with 

HMS Unicorn, then the modified Ar-

tesania Latina “Falcon”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A founding Member of SMSC in 2011, I am the 

editor of Chatterbox, and much of my knowledge 

and understanding about model shipbuilding has 

come from the research I have done to get arti-

cles and illustrations for the newsletter. 

2014 to 2017 have been particularly productive, I 

started a scratch 1:98 built model of HMS Leop-

ard (from plans); a scratch 1:350 built model of 

HMT Dunera (a ship with quite some history and 

notoriety); the Wicked Wench 1:50 (precursor of 

the Black Pearl) that I recently completed; a Billings Bluenose II (yet to be completed) and a 

scratch 1:250 built model of HMAS Orion (an Oberon Class submarine). 

Now retired, I split my time between relaxing with friends; editing Chatterbox; playing bridge; 

scouting; and the Waverley Men’s Shed where quite a 

bit of the modelmaking takes place. I am so busy that  I 

can’t understand how I ever had time to go to work. 

Radio controlled models have not been forgotten, I also 

sail my radio controlled sailboats in the calm waters of 

Watson’s Bay on Sydney Harbour with friends. 



WHY COPPER PLATE? 
Report by Tom Wolf 

Copper plating is the practice of protecting the under-water hull of a ship or 

boat from the corrosive effects of salt water and biofouling through the use 

of copper plates affixed to the outside of the hull. It was pioneered and de-

veloped by the Royal Navy during the 18th century. 

The copper was found to perform very well, both in protecting the hull from worm invasion and 

in preventing weed growth for, when in contact with water, the copper produced a poisonous 

film, composed mainly of copper oxychloride, that deterred these marine organisms. Also, as 

this film was slightly soluble, it gradually washed away, leaving no way in which marine life 

could attach itself to the ship. However, it was soon discovered by the Admiralty that the cop-

per bolts used to hold the plates to the hull had reacted with the iron bolts used in the con-

struction of the ship, rendering many bolts nearly useless. 

When the American Revolutionary 

War broke out, France (1778), 

Spain (1779) and the Netherlands 

(1780) declarared war on Britain, 

who had to face its three greatest 

rivals, and the loss of the Colony. 

The retreat to Canada resulted in 

the French blockading the British 

fleet. 

Sir Charles Middleton (Controller of 

the Navy) and Lord Sandwich (Firts 

Lord of the Admiralty) attended on 

King George III with a model of 

HMS Bellona to explain to the King 

the process and benefits of copper 

plating.  

Persuaded by the advantages of this technology the King authorised the Navy Board in 1779 

to copper plate the fleet which allowed the navy to stay at sea for much longer without the 

need for cleaning and repairs to the underwater hull, making it a very attractive, if expensive, 

proposition.  

The copper plated mod-

el of HMS Bellona re-

mains exhibited at the 

National Maritime Mu-

seum at Greenwich, 

U.K. 
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cont. p. 14 
The “HMS BELLONA” model at NMM 

Contemporary painting of “HMS BELLONA” showing 

copper plating  
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Fortunately, mines in Wales at about that time begun large-scale production that had glutted 

the British market with cheap copper; however, the 14 tons of metal required to copper a 74-

gun third-rate ship of the line still cost £1500, compared to £262 for wood cladding (which was 

largely ineffective after a short time at sea). The benefits of increased speed and time at sea 

were deemed by the Admiralty to justify the costs involved, and in May 1779 all ships up to and 

including 32 guns were ordered to be coppered when next they entered dry dock. In July, this 

order was expanded to include ships of 44 guns and fewer. 

It was then decided that the entire fleet should be coppered, due to the difficulties in maintain-

ing a mixed fleet of coppered and non-coppered ships. By 1781, 82 ships of the line had been 

coppered, along with fourteen 50-gun ships, 115 frigates, and 182 unrated vessels. By the time 

the American War ended in 1783, problems with the hull bolts were once more becoming an 

important issue.  

Finally, a suitable alloy for the hull bolts was found, that of copper and zinc. At great cost, the 

Admiralty decided in 1786 to go ahead with the re-bolting of every ship in the navy, thus finally 

eliminating the bolt corrosion problem.  

This process lasted several years, after which no significant changes to the coppering system 

were required and metal plating remained a standard method of protecting a ship's underwater 

hull until the advent of modern anti-fouling paint. 

cont. from p. 13 

THE HMS BELLONA MODEL AT NMM 
Scale: 1:38. 

 A model of the 74-gun 

ship Bellona (1760), 

made entirely in wood 

with wood, metal, and 

organic and inorganic 

material fittings and 

painted and varnished.  

The vessel is depicted 

on a slipway, the hull is 

coppered below the wa-

terline, and varnished or 

polished wood above 

and the broad closed 

wale is painted black.  

The gunports are all de-

picted open and the inte-

rior faces of the lids are painted red. The three channels are shown above the two principal 

gundecks, complete with deadeyes. An elaborate figurehead, some deck and stern gallery 

fittings and embellishments, stove pipe, belfry, a capstan with bars fitted, upper deck houses 

the double wheel and the poop deck skylight are installed. 
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MODEL REPORT:  

H.M.A.S. ORION (1:250) 
Report by Tom Wolf 

 

Given working plans for the building of an 

Oberon Class submarine for my last birth-

day (the plans are available from the Aus-

tralian Navy), I set about scratch building 

this model from ply, balsa some odd cpper 

tubing and a set of propeller blades from 

Modellers Shipyard as a Summer project. 

Warren Goodall, a 

good scouting 

friend served on 

this submarine 

which was special-

ly designated for 

“special ops” and 

the Orion is distin-

guishable from the 

other Australian 

Oberon Class subs 

(there were 6 of 

them) by the 

“cricket bat” radio 

antenna. 

First started in early De-

cember 2016 and finished 

in late January 2017, the 

model sits on a  stand 

which displays Warren’s 

tally band (ship name 

band) with the tied bow 

and is supposed to give 

the impression of a navy 

junior cap. 

This model was shown at 

the February meeting be-

fore it was gifted to War-

ren as it would best serve 

a purpose displayed at his 

home. 



WELCOME NIKOS 
In the past our Club has been acknowledged 

and complimented by the editors of other Club 

Newsletters from various parts of the world, and 

by modellers who have visited Sydney from far 

and wide and have come to our meetings. 

To surpass this all, we have just welcomed a new member 

from overseas, a person who is a very keen modeller but as 

he lives in Thessaloniki, Greece, is not likely to attend any of 

our meetings or participate in our activities but nevertheless 

has decided to boost our ranks as a member. 

We welcome Nikos Kouzinis, a 57 year old former Greek Air 

Force officer (now retired as a Lieutenant Colonel) who has been modelling since he was a 

kid, in fact he got his interest in aircraft by building models of all kinds, starting with cars, then 

planes and now ships. This is an extract what Nikos wrote in his letter to Alan Bideleux who 

wrote to him to welcome him to the Club: 

“The models and specifically the aircrafts makes me 

love the air force. So my job was officer of the Hel-

lenic air force (now I am retired as Lieutenant Collo-

nel). Now I am pass the time constructing models 

and recoloring the oldest who have problems by or-

dering changing place to place when I was in active. 

Parallel I decided to make scratch submarines mak-

ing by wood (balsa) and pieces of interior parts of 

mobile phones. The economic crisis in Greece 

doesn't me allow to spend extra money for model-

ling materials, tools, etc. so I decided to make models with simple materials. In Greece we say 

"Penia tehnes katergazete", in free translation "poverty make someone to find other solutions", 

so I find first a huge microkosmos in elec-

tronics of mobile phones (there is and the 

smallest motor inside them) and second the 

easy finishing of balsa. I made a handmade 

sub Balao Gato (S-86 Triaina) of Hellenic 

Navy . I send to you some fotos. The materi-

als are from sprue, spaggeti and others 

stranges . Next week I 'll finish it. So be-

cause the distance I cannot be at your 

meetings.  

Thank you for the invitations. Best regards to all friends from a member thousands milles 

away.” 

In between the “English is a second language” barrier, it is clear that Nikos is a serious model-

ler who will boost our Club’ prestige and we are very pleased he has joined our Club. Nikos 

sent many photos (mainly planes) showing his work, his photos of ships have been selected 

for this article. We hope to hear more from Nikos from time to time 

-  16 - 
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HINTS AND TRICKS: 

USING TISSUE AND DOPE 
 report by Tom Wolf 

Although most of our Members will never need to use this method of finishing, to achieve an 

"egg-shell" finish to the hull of a model ship tissue and dope is a tested and true way to seal 

balsa model boat hulls while adding strength. This how-to gives step-by-step instruction for 

sealing balsa with rice paper and cellulose lacquer.  

Tissue and Dope serves two purposes: 

 Seal a porous wood surface 

 Create a hard shell resistant to impact 

The technique is great when sealing just about every type of wood hull which is to be painted. 

There really is more than one method. There is a wet and a dry method. The wet involves 

misting water that shrink the tissue, and in doing so stretching taut over the structure beneath 

but does not work if there is a concave section as the tissue will stretch away from the hull. 

Concave surfaces are not always immediately apparent, even when sections appear straight-

sided, so it is best to avoid the wet method all together and concentrate on the dry method. 

Tissue Paper or rice paper. It is a relatively common material mainly used for gift wrapping and 

crafts. What you’re looking for is "gift grade tissue paper".  

The proper name for dope is Nitrocellulose Lacquer. It has been around since the 1920's in 

industrial and commercial form. It is best dissolved with lacquer thinner, both can be bought in 

many hobby stores, but chances are you’ll get more for your money if you go to a home im-

provement, hardware or paint store. The biggest benefit with Lacquer over any other clear coat 

is that each layer fuses together with the previous, forming a solid entity. This makes for a 

more durable and strong coat than just about any other comparable material. 

A word of caution: Lacquer and Lacquer Thinner contain volatile chemicals and should only be 

used away from open flames and with ample ventilation preferably outdoors. 

When you buy dope at the store it is too thick to use as is and needs to be cut by diluting about 

two parts lacquer thinner with one part dope. Thicker dope will build up faster, but won't pene-

trate into the wood very well and tends to go on uneven. 

Use a wide mouthed glass jar so that a wide brush can be used 

 

The Process - Here is a somewhat simplified description of the tissue-and-dope method: 

1. Sanding - start by sanding the hull smooth. For balsa and basswood use 80 or 120 grit. 

At this stage don't bother sanding any finer than that as the first coats of dope will make 

the grain raise and thus roughen the surface anyway. 

2. Coat With Dope - using the diluted dope apply several coats with a brush. Balsa requires 

at least three coats, preferably a couple more than that. For Basswood, three is plenty 

most of the time. You should be able to tell when you have built up enough of a coat on 

the wood. If the wood grain is coarse the dope can be "bulked up' with talcum.powder. 

cont. p.18 
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3. Sand Again - time to sand one more time. The first coats of lacquer has made the fibres 

on the surface of the wood to raise up. They are now easily removed by a second round 

of sanding. This time use a relatively fine-grit sandpaper, say 220 grit and go easy, con-

tinue to sand until the surface is smooth to the touch. 

4. One More Coat of Dope - so far we've saturated the wood and removed the surface fi-

bres. Next we apply one more coat of dope. This layer will become the coat that actually 

adheres the tissue to the wood. If applied in a smooth and even layer, once dry, you're 

ready for the next step. 

5. Attach the Tissue - pour some lacquer thinner in a glass or metal container, don't use 

plastic containers as the thinner can be very aggressive and dissolve them. Cut out tissue 

in a desirable size and while laying the tissue on the prepared surface, wet the entire sur-

face with thinner with a brush. You typically only need to touch the tissue lightly and move 

across the surface, as the thinner will wick into and across the tissue on it's own. 

6. Dope, Sand and Paint - once the tissue is down you can start building up layers of dope. 

It can take many layers, but again, you'll eventually see the paper completely saturated 

and a shiny top coat starting to build up. Once it's shiny you can lightly sand with 150-220 

grit sandpaper between coats to keep it smooth. You can apply a couple of coats at the 

end without sanding if you wish. At this point it's a good idea to let the model rest for a 

while and let the lacquer cure. Give it at least a week, but up to four is even better. The 

surface will fully harden and most of the thinner will evaporate leaving a hard surface 

ready for paint. 

Before painting sand again lightly and apply a couple of coats of automotive primer and finally 

apply your top coat. Some builders may apply clear varnish as a final coat. 

It has been suggested by some modellers that if you wish to preserve your brushes, instead of 

throwing them away after each use, it is best to store the dope in a sealed glass jar, cutting a 

hole in the lid large enough to accommodate the brush handle, and siliconing the brush into the 

lid (on both sides) so that the brush remains in contact with the dope and then it never dries 

out. The silicone is apparently impervious to dope. 

cont. from p.17 
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PROGRESS REPORT 
“HMS SURPRISE” 

By David Lndrum 

We don’t hear often from David, but it will be recalled that he is scratch build-
ing HMS Surprise and he has displayed his model at earlier meetings. As a bit of a distrac-
tion from the main construction he decided to build the 5 ship’s boats that Surprise carried. 
These are a 25’ launch, a 26’pinnace, 2 x 25’ cutters and the 18’ jolly boat. Here is his report, 
the method he use is shown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The template is then shaped to achieve 
smooth lines, 

1. Scan the appropriate drawings from “The 

Frigate Surprise” by Brian Lavery and Geoff Hunt” 

then scale the drawings to 1:75, 

2. Manipulate the hull profile drawing to produce multiple 
profiles which are glued to 3mm balsa, 

3. These profiles are then cut out 
and glued onto a plan of the boat 
mounted on ply to form a template, 

cont. p.20 
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5.  The cutwater, keel, sternpost 
and transom are assembled and fit-
ted to the template, 

6.  Ribs and planking are fitted to 
the template. The ribs are 0.5mm x 
1mm and the planks are 0.5mm x 
2mm both walnut, 

7. The hull is removed from the tem-
plate. I glue all the ribs and planks with CA 
for speed. The advantage of using balsa 
for the template is that if any of the ribs or 
planks stick to the template some of the 
balsa is left in the hull and is quite easy to 
tidy up. 

 

8.  The boat fitout is then 
completed. 

cont. from p.19 
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cont. p. 22 

SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all 

over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Ship 

Modelers Association (USA) edited by our Honourary Member Don Dressel 

and by arrangement and his kind permission acknowledging the source and 

the author, we reprint the following article from the March 2017 issue. 

Ship Modeling Reference Books 
by Don Dressel 

It has come to my attention that there are many new ship modelers in the SMA and perhaps 
they could benefit from a brief introduction to a number of good books that are still available 
on the construction of ship models. 
The subject has come up several times in the Mayflower Group meetings so this brief article 
will hopefully “get the ball rolling”. There is always the Internet, but many people do not have 
access to that source. The book pictured here to the right is one of my favorite sources for in-
formation on basic ship model construction and other details. One advantage to having access 
to a book is that you can look up the information you are searching for while still at your work 
desk involved in the construction of the particular part you are currently engaged in. 
The book Historic Ship Models by Wolfram zu Mondfeld is 
published in the USA by Sterling Publishing Company Incor-
porated in 1985, ISBN #0‐8069‐5732‐8, 352 pages and is 
probably available from several sources, as I believe it is still 
in print. There are articles on every aspect of ship model con-
struction with a lot of details. One does have to be careful 
when using this type of information that the period and nation-
ality of the model you are building is correct, but the general 
details are excellent. It is always good to realize that the na-
tionality of a ship is important, as English, French, Dutch and 
other ships varied in their construction methods as well as rig-
ging methods. The English wooden ship, as a general rule, 
was built stronger to enable the ship to endure very hard and 
long voyages, while the French vessels were not so heavily 
built, but were very fast. The Dutch vessels were shallow 
hulled to be able to sail in the shallow seas near the Nether-
lands, while English hulls had a much larger draft. Another ex-
ample is the USS Constitution, which was much stronger built 

than the average frigate of the period to enable her to be 
able to outfight any foreign frigate but run away from more 
powerful ships of the line. If a specific ship is of interest, 
check out the Anatomy of the Ship series by Conway Mar-
itime Press 
Another good general reference book is my own book, 
Planking Techniques for Model Ship Builders which, to my 
surprise, is still available from several sources, originally 
published in 1988. This book is based on many models 
and modelers who were members of the SMA in past 
years. Planking techniques, dowel locations, use of the 
proportional dividers in planking, and other helpful con-
struction hints and methods are discussed. The SMA has 
been fortunate in the past years to have had a number of 
exceptional ship model craftsman, some of whom, like Ed 
Marple, have their models currently on display at muse-
ums (check out the Channel Island Maritime Museum in 
Ventura). There are many others. 



cont. from p.21 
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A third general reference work is Ship Modeling Techniques 
by Portia Takakjian. In this book she describes the construc-
tion of three specific ships, Royal Yacht Fubbs, Hudson Riv-
er sloop Victorine, and research vessel Vema, all three 
scratch built with full details including making your own 
deadeyes. Although this is specifically on three ships, the 
details can be applied to many ship models. This book is 
published by Phoenix Publications in 1990 (USA). For those 
interested in carving and making structures like quarter Gal-
leries, this book is really of great interest. For those wanting 
to augment their skills and branch out from kit ship model 
building to scratch building, this is the book for you. Portia at 
one time taught a class on ship modeling which I wish I 
could have attended, for I am sure I would have learned a lot 
of great techniques in the construction of wooden ship mod-
els. Every detail is covered in the book on the construction of 
the Fubbs with lots of photo’s to help the model builder un-
derstand fully the methods she uses. 

Another great book, which is specifically written for the HMS Victo-
ry, is The Anatomy of Nelson’s Ships by C. Nepean Longridge, 
Model and Allied Publications Limited, printed in England, ISBN #0 
85344 091 3, 283 pages. This book, however, has a lot of great 
construction techniques and insight on how to build a large three 
decker. Although an older book, the material in it is still very reliable 
and significant for today’s builders, particularly if you are interested 
in the HMS Victory or a similar British ship of the line. Rigging de-
tails are also included in this book and details like making a mouse 
and serving line are included. Here is also an example of what can 
be done when the scale of the model is big – 1:48 scale on this size 
of a model will include a lot of detail that may not be included in a 
smaller 1:96 scale model of the same ship. Again, this is a British 
ship, so the same details cannot be applied to a French ship, since 
a lot of the details would be different. I am informed that, in the old 

days, a British sailor could determine what nationality a ship was by simply seeing the rig of 
the ship at a distance. The book is available from Amazon books and is not very expensive, 
as you have the choice of buying new or used. 
Then there is the classic Plank‐On‐Frame Models and Scale 
Masting and Rigging, Volume I & II by Harold A. Underhill, 
which again goes into great detail on just how to 
construct a plank‐on‐frame model. He specifically guides the 
modeler through the construction of the brigantine Leon, 
which a number of SMA past members have built, including 
Ed Marple and Henry Brindenbecker. You will have to forgive 
the picture of the book to the right, but it is my copy and has 
seen a lot of use. Volume II is very similar to this one. These 
two books are also available from Amazon Books for around 
$160.00 plus going up to $200.00. For many modelers, this is 
the “bible” of ship modeling. 
Again, many construction methods are shown and discussed 
along with a lot of great details on the correct method of 
planking and doweling. Although the book is on a smaller 
model, the details and techniques can be applied to larger 
models with accuracy  
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This only mentions a very few books on the subject – there are so many more that it would 
take a LONG time to write about all of them. If you are interested in French ships, as an ex-
ample, you cannot go far wrong in obtaining the books by ANCRE which include many fine 
monographies and construction techniques by authors such as 
Boudriot, Delacroix, and Lemineur. The later author has just 
written a book on the Hermione, the French frigate of 1779‐
1793 which featured in the American Revolution. It is available 
in English and would be a fine addition to the kit of the same 
ship to add detail (kit bash). Another source for great ship mod-
eling books is SeaWatch Books – again check out the internet. 
The Naiad Frigate by Tosti and Building a Navy Board Model of 
HMS Sussex – 1693 by Gilbert McArdle come to mind. In these 
books again construction detail is shown and explained and 
can be applied to many ship models. These come complete 
with plans for the model. 
I have to mention rigging, as many modelers have problems 
with this aspect of ship modeling. My “bible” is The Rigging of 
Ships In the Days of the Spritsail Topmast 1600‐1720 by R.C. 
Anderson. This book is available from Amazon books for the 
low price of $20.00 – used but well worth the money. This book 
not only covers rigging of English ships, but also Dutch and 
French rigging practices, which makes it doubly useful. Easily 
understood, it explains things very well. 

The second main book on rigging is The Masting and Rig-
ging of English Ships of War 1625‐1860 by James Lees. If 
you happen to be building a model of the Sovereign of the 
Seas, this book is invaluable. This book is also available 
from Amazon books at a very reasonable price, both hard-
back and softback. Take note that this is for ENGLISH ships. 
The book is very detailed in the masting and rigging practice 
and has details on the masting that is sometimes hard to 
find. You also learn that the time period modeled for each 
ship is also very significant, as the ships masting and rigging 
changed with time and sometimes the whim of the captain of 
the ship. 
I have tried to cover some of 
the very basic books relating 
to the ship modeling hobby, 
but you also learn that a lot 

of research and other efforts are sometimes necessary in or-
der to realize your best efforts on a ship model. 
Not yet mentioned is the very fine set of books The Fully 
Framed Model, HMN Swan Class Sloops 1767‐1780 by Da-
vid Antscherl and Greg Herbert in four volumes. In this series 
it is mentioned that an effort to obtain specific plans from the 
National Maritime Museum in Greenwich is necessary to 
complete any of these sloops. The Art of Ship Modeling by 
Bernard Frölich is another example of modeling techniques 
offered – casting ships cannon, for one thing. There are many 
many books which I am sure I have not included in this short 
write‐up of ship modeling books, but I have hopes that this 
will help some of the new modelers in the SMA and else-
where. 
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs in Aus-

tralia and all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters 

from the Canberra Model Shipwrights Society and by arrangement and their 

kind permission acknowledging the source and the authors, we reprint the 

following article from their  September 2016 issue. 

 

Parts of An Open Boat — by Stephen Batcheldor 

Open boats have been constructed in a variety of ways over the years and are often catego-

rised by their external planking ie clinker, carvel or diagonal planked. Regardless of the method 

used to plank an open boat there are some common parts to their construction. The simplified 

cutaway diagram below details the basic parts of an open boat.  

1. Breasthook  8. Thwart Stringer  15. Sternpost   22. Hog Piece 

2. Bow Sheet  9. Hanging Knee  16. Deadwood   23. Keel 

3. Washboard  10. Stern Bench  17. Floor Boards  24. Stem Knee 

4. Gunwale  11. Gunwale   18. Bilge Stringer  25. Apron 

5. Thwart Knee  12. Backrest   19. Frame Timbers  26. Stem 

6. Thwart   13. Stern Sheet   20. Mast Step  

7. Mast   14. Transom   21. Keelson 


