ISSUE # 32

MAY 2017

All photographs and articles published remain the copyright property of the
contributor and SMSC unless released.

NEXT CLUB MEETINGS

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 6 June 2017 at 7:30pm at the
Onslow Room, Wharf 7, Darling Harbour unless otherwise notified
Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion
The August ‘17 meeting will be our AGM and will also be held at Darling Harbour,
the AGM will be followed by our Trash & Treasure night. Bring along your unwanted or pre-loved goodies and bring some money!

********************************************************
The next S&T meeting of the Endeavour Group will be at the home of
Maurice York at Villa 289/15 Old Glenhaven Rd, Glenhaven
on Saturday, 15July 2017 from 10:00am to 12:00noon
email <maurice@yorkfamily.id.au> if you wish to attend, Maurice will let you
have instructions for parking.
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Tom Wolf

chatterbox@smsc.org.au

ANMM Liaison:

Richard Keyes

Member Welfare

Alan Bideleux

abideleux@gmail.com

Webmaster

Maurice York
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VALE JOHN (BLUEY) EDWARDS.
It is with deep sadness and loss that we inform our
readers of the passing of John in early March 2017.
John suffered his illness for a long time, and his illness and moving home further from Sydney precluded him from pursuing his
love of modelling and from attending our meetings. (Apologies for
the quality of the photo, that’s the only one your Editor could find).
So, we bid our shipmate farewell, may his seas be calm, and the
wind always be at his back … John will be greatly missed.
We pass our condolences to John’s family and loved ones upon
his passing … R.I.P.

THE ENDEAVOUR GROUP
In spite of what the name implies, this is not a formal “Group”, rather it is an informal Show & Tell held at a Member’s home in the alternate month to the Club
meetings. It is always held on either a Saturday or Sunday morning (the day is determined by the host) and as there is no formal business to conduct, they are always very entertaining and instructional.
All Members are invited to attend and visitors are welcome, just bring along your project or
item for discussion (or just come along for the experience, you may learn something new).
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL AT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE GROUP!

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE
APRIL COMMITTEE MEETING:.
1.

Due to the unsuitability of the facilities of the Granville RSL Club, until alternative suitable
premises in the West are found, all future Club S&T’s will be held at Darling Harbour. We
apologise to those Members for whom meeting in the West is more suitable, but the facilities at Granville did not adequately suit our meetings.

2.

Your Chatterbox Editor needs your support. Every 2 months this publication is issued, unfortunately with little or no support from most of the Members. CHATTERBOX IS YOUR
FORUM! Including Associate Members (who are, hopefully modelling), we have a membership in excess of 35, and we have only 5 regular contributors! It is inconceivable that
so many of our silent members have nothing to contribute by way of Progress Reports,
photographs and model reviews. The Editor does not wish contributions of jokes and other (probably) unpublishable material.

3.

The committee formalised a new category of membership. FRIENDS OF SMSC is for
people who support the Club but would not attend meetings, e.g. EXPO sponsors,
ANMM executive. and interstate and overseas supporters , these people are to receive
Chatterbox but have no other rights (such as voting).
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Here is the form to register your model/s, send to Michael Bennett
<mjbennett@ozemail.com.au> by 4th July to assist the organisers to
allocate space:
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL BOAT EXPO
Final reminder about Port Macquarie Model Boat Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers Club, which will take place on
(set-up on Friday July 7th)

8-9 July 2017,

If you would like to exhibit as an independent exhibitor, please direct
all enquiries to David Connolly on 0403 865 331 or by email to
<devils4detail@gmail.com>

CANBERRA EXPO
The 2017 Canberra Expo will be held at the Mount Rogers School on

16-17 September 2017

.

For more info contact: Peter Hateley 0401 670 829(m) or by email to
<hpeter@webone.com.au> or by contacting Bob Evans 6226 8957(h), or
by email to <rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.

PRESIDENT’S BLOG
Greetings to all our Chatterbox readers. We are starting to approach our annual
EXPO in August, so I’m sure all of you are working feverishly on your current projects in readiness to display at the EXPO. Remember, it matters not whether
your project is finished. Preparations for the EXPO are well in hand with enormous thanks to Anelia and Michael Bennett who have been busy doing the work and making
the necessary contacts to promote the weekend.
Novice modellers and newcomers to the hobby attending the EXPO are likely to be well encouraged towards commencing a project by being actually able see the detail of how it is done and
what is involved.
We have a significant number of our club members that are professional or highly skilled modellers, ever willing to assist novices getting started, giving pointers and advice and showing them
the basics of model ship building.
Keep an eye on our ‘Chatterbox’ for meeting dates and perhaps consider coming to one of our
meetings. Our club meets are very informal with the emphasis on looking at what members are
building, offering advice and assisting those who have struck problems with constructing their
models. All advice is absolutely free….!!!
We have a few members that are getting over some illnesses including our membership officer
Alan Bideleux and also our great mate Leon Grffiths and we wish them both a speedy recovery.
Happy modelling everyone!

P.S. Our President has also had his share of health issues recently and we wish him a speedy
and full recovery as well … Ed.
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S&T Meeting on April 4, 2017 at
Wharf 7, Darling Harbour.
A good gathering of 10 Members and visitors came along to our S&T.
Discussion was started by Richard Keyes who brought along a display model of the Schooner for Port Jackson utilised by him when demonstrating modelling on the Ramp at the
ANMM. It was noted that the Schooner, along with the Mermaid are ideal “beginner’s models”. As for the display model, the following
features were pointed out as being important:


the forward section is filled to make the
bow planking easier;



pedestal supports were installed from the
outset so the keel is not destroyed by
drilling holes afterwards

mast supports are installed to facilitate
the mast installation


the keel at the stern is thinned down so
the hull and the width of the rudder/rudder support match


Richard then discussed briefly the part-built
Amati model of the Paddle-steamer Robert E. Lee which he took along to the previous Endeavour Group meeting at Janos’ home. He has found this model “challenging” (which means
reading between the lines “bl..dy difficult”). All Richard was prepared to say was that “it is not
for beginners”. That was enough to put most of us off trying to build that model!
Richard also brought along a half model of a Pearling Lugger and there was discussion as to
whether the mast should also be “cut in half along its length” or some other way. Michael Bennett suggested to Richard that it should be bigger than a half but definitely not fully rounded.
Richard liked the suggestion and thought he may proceed on it.

cont. p.6
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cont. from p.5
After a long absence from our S&T’s, David Lendrum presented his progress with
HMS Surprise, a very nice scratch build
from the Anatomy of the Ship Series.
HMS Surprise, a 28 gun ship of the Napoleonic war period was originally built in
1794 by the French as a corvette L’Unite.
In 1796 she was captured by the Royal
Navy and became HMS Surprise and has
more recently achieved fame as the favourite ship of Captain Jack Aubrey of the
Master and Commander series of books by
Patrick O’Brian.
HMS Surprise is David’s third build, the
first being the Port Jackson Schooner,
a kit from Modeller’s Shipyard (now
Modeller’s Central) which took about a
year to complete.
As his first attempt at a timber ship
model this involved a very steep learning curve. His second build was HMAT
Bounty, an Amati kit acquired from
Janos Nemeth.
Construction took about 3 years and
involved an amount of “kit bashing” to
achieve something closer to the ship
described in the book from the Anatomy of the Ship series “The Armed
Transport Bounty” by John Mackay.
For his third build David was after a vessel
more complex than the flush decked Bounty and after some deliberation he decided
on HMS Surprise. He investigated the kits
available and found that most those of a
scale of 1:48 or so would have resulted in
a completed build too large for the space
available for display so David decided to
go for about 1:75. There is a Mamoli kit to
this scale but it appeared fairly basic.
So, David decided to leap in at the deep
end and scratch build. One of his sons
gave him the book ”The Frigate Surprise”
by Brian Lavery and Geoff Hunt and the information and drawings included are what the model
is based on. He is now into his fourth year of this build and he is thoroughly enjoying the process.
By profession David is an architect, so reading plans do not frighten or phase him.
cont. p.7
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cont. from p.6
David views the build as a series of
mini projects that will ultimately come
together as a finished product, for example his recent construction of the 5
ship’s boats over about 5 months was
a most interesting diversion from the
main build.
David brought along these 5 boats, as
well as the part built model, to show
the members. He reported that cladding the boats in carvel construction
was simple, but that he did have trouble with the clinker construction..
David described the way he
came to achieve the clinker
finish, despite the fact that, as
he did not know how to plank
from the bottom up and had to
plank from the top down.
He added thin strips to the outside and then sanded them
back to bring about what is undeniably a great finish.
The many experienced as well
as the not-so-experienced
modellers around the table
were all impressed with the
quality of work that David has put into this model, he has a model to be proud of.

cont. p.8
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cont. from p.7
Mike Kelly brought a fibreglass hull of the
James Craig (approx. 1:100) for discussion.
In particular, Mike informed us that he took a
series of photographs of the ship while it was
out of the water for the restoration and that
he had photographs of the plating and riveting of the ship.

This has led Mike to the decision to clad the hull
in plates with the size and scale of the riveting being based on the photos. Mike also indicated that
he has copies of the scale plans that were used in
the restoration work.
Peter Rea and Ray Crawley of the Central Coast Historical Model Museum came along to
the S&T. Some time ago, Peter joined
the Museum as an SMSC Associate
Member and we look forward to many
joint activities with this Group of fellow
modellers. Peter gave a 15 minute
Power-point presentation of the kind of
exhibits that the Museum will have on
display when they open their doors to
the public in July this year.
The exhibits are illustrations, models
and dioramas of the history (or otherwise relating to) the Central Coast and
Broken Bay.
They are mostly contemporaneous,
many involving ships and events that
occurred in the 2 world wars.
Finally, Tom Wolf brought along his
part-built HMT Dunera and there was
lively discussion as to the best method
of making and installing railings to the
various decks on this model.
Those attending had a most enjoyable
and instructional meeting and we look
forward to seeing more Members with
their projects (and discussion topics)
at our next meeting in June.
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LEON’S TIPS & TRICKS #5:
Hello members, in this session we will deal with. Making Deck Rope
Coils. This works for me!

1
Double-sided tape, scrap wood and
brass. Sizes are controlled by what you
have in your scrap boxes.

2
A piece of plywood is glued to 25mm
dowel, then apply a piece of tape to the
surface of the ply.

3
Drill a hole in the base of the scrap
timber to a depth of around 20mm to accompany the brass sleeve. Load the table
top into the sleeve. The top piece will now
be able to spin in the completed jig.

4
Select the required colour and gauge
of rigging cord for the job.

6.
Ready the tape by removing the protective coat.

5
Pull the cord through the bees wax
to obtain maximum control of the cord.

cont. p.10
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cont. from p.9

7
Mark the centre of the top and start
coiling the end of the cord, applying light
pressure that will keep the cord under
control.

8.
The technique is to turn coil and
add pressure to the top as you go.

It is at this point that you decide what diameter you require for the job.

10 Drying time should be around 1
hour. Test as you go, or apply heat lights
if necessary.

9
Apply white PVA wood glue and rub
in so as to cover the coil.

11 Once the coil rope is dry, remove the
piece with a flat blade ready for installation.
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12 Use PVA wood glue to attach the
piece and clean up where required.

Endeavour Group S&T on May 8,
2017 at Cherrybrook.
Reports by Tom Wolf
We welcomed a new face
in Mike Stevens (who has
been a Member for a
while but has been unable to come to meetings)
as well as a good core of
regular attendees to this
S&T.
Part-built

models

were

brought along for discussion.

Maurice

York

brought

along his partly planked
“Mermaid” kit. He is having problems with planks
provided in the kit splitting,
especially on

the

com-

pound curves around the
stern. Maurice

indicated

that he followed the DVD
instructions which utilised
the crimper but which didn’t suggest that the planks
should be wet
The planks did seem to be
very dry, and we had an
excellent discussion about planking techniques, wetting timbers and using crimpers, and especially steaming planks them for this sort of curve. Mike Barton showed us his electric plan
steamer - an oldie but a goodie.. Maurice is going to have a go at steaming methods, will report back next Endeavour Group meeting.
cont. p.12
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cont. from p.11
MikeStevens reports that he found it very worthwhile. He is building a 15th century carrack and
the strengthening ribs on the outside of the hull
were a problem.

Fortunately

Mike

brought

along some drawings that
formed part of the instructions and lively discussion
followed with various opinions

offered.

Mike

was

thankful for the advice as he
learned how to do the job.
He found the atmosphere
very pleasant and indicated
that will definitely be coming
along again..
cont. p.13
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cont. from p.12
.Michael

Bennett

brought

along the final artwork for the
Sirius stern, plus its reduction
to model size at a resolution of
600dpi, which allows the detail
to be reproduced without any
fuzziness.
Photocopying slightly shifts the colour balance so Michael
had to do seven or eight colourings of the original linework
until he was satisfied that the red band below the windows
matched the painted bulwarks above. The Sirius lettering
was equally difficult to get right. Michael can now add the
prepainted thin paper columns and the timber and prepainted wire mouldings before he fixes it on.
All in all it has been 9 frustrating months (and a house
move) since Michael began working on the stern and he is
looking forward to getting on with the beak and bow.
During this time Michael also spent a vast amount of time
researching the colour of the stern as contemporaneous
artwork clearly showed a red stern art on the Sirius when it
was in Sydney Cove as depicted by Lt. William Bradley in
the sketch in the Mitchell Library. In fact the red stern stands out vividly in the faded painting.
Based on this research Michael confirmed that, although the Admiralty usually used blue in
the stern art onto which the name of the ship was emblazoned, as the Sirius was the leader of
the convoy, the name was on a red background so that all the ships could readily
identify where the lead ship was.
Michael would not recommend working
with photocopies as a final finish to anyone else as paper is such an unforgiving
medium, although it is great for templates. Nevertheless he is not sure how
he could otherwise represent the lettering and fine timber window mullions of
the original.
cont. p.14
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cont. from p.13
Janos Nemeth was asked what he was working on
at the moment, and what carvings he may have
completed recently. He told us that he is working
on the Sovereign of the Seas, he submitted these
photos:

As a distraction Janos has also completed 2 carvings, L'Artesian (French frigate) figure head
and the figure head of the Swedish Goteborg replica.

cont. p.15
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cont. from p.14
Finally, as there was still time, Tom Wolf demonstrated knots that may be (and most often are)
used for ratlines on models. It needs to be said that the type of knot depends on the size of
the model as on small models knotting may be impossible or would show up as being too
bulky, so the knots demonstrated would be applicable to models up to about 1:100 or larger.
Before we get comments, it also needs to be said that these knots are relevant to models only, the knots suggested are not appropriate in a real life situation!
The shrouds should either be made of dark rigging cord, or be blackened prior to fixing the ratlines to them. Although the ratlines are not considered to be running rigging, they are left light
or natural cord on the model as in real life they would have been occasionally replaced when
needed and if they were tarred, on a hot day, the tar would soften and end up sticking to the
sailors’ feet.
To secure the two ends of the ratlines to the shrouds,. Tom uses a “round turn and two half
hitches” and Janos uses a “cow hitch”, the cow hitch is less bulky. The intermediate knots are
“clove hitches”. It should be noted that the ratlines are always secured so they are at the front
of the shrouds.
Round turn and 2
half hitches

Cow Hitch (aka
Lanyard Hitch)

Pass
the
end
around the shroud
twice. This takes
the strain while you
tie the knot. Go
around the standing
end to make the
first Half Hitch. Pull
this tight. Continue
around in the same
direction to make
the second Half
Hitch. Pull tight to
complete the knot.

Pass the rope
around the shroud,
back around itself,
around the shroud
in the reverse direction, and down
beside itself

Clove Hitch
Pass the end of the rope around the
shroud. Continue over the standing end
and around the shroud a second time.
Thread the end under itself
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NIKOS’ SUBMARINE
Report by Tom Wolf
In the last issue we welcomed Nikos Kouzinis from Thessaloniki in Greece to our Club membership, and we reported on the model submarine he was building.
The model is that of the Hellenic Navy Triaina (S-86), a
Balao class submarine originally commissioned into the
US Navy as USS Scabbardfish (SS-397).
The Balao class was a successful design of United
States Navy submarine used during World War II, and
with 120 units completed, the largest class of submarines
in the United States Navy. An improvement on the earlier
Gato class, the boats had slight internal differences. The
most significant improvement was the use of thicker, higher yield strength steel in the pressure
hull skins and frames, which increased their test depth to 400 feet (120 m). USS Tang actually
achieved a depth of 612 ft (187 m) during a test dive, and exceeded that test depth when taking on water in the forward torpedo room while evading a destroyer.
One is reminded that Nikos uses basic tools and materials (wood (balsa) and pieces of interior
parts of mobile phones). Kind of makes you wonder what he could do with the plentiful materials we have available!
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NELSON CHEQUER
Report and photo by Tom Wolf
The Nelson Chequer was a colour scheme
adopted by Royal Navy vessels, modelled on
that used by Admiral Horatio Nelson. It consisted of bands of black and yellow paint along the
sides broken up by black gunports.
Nelson, apparently, used the same style for all
vessels under his command "to be distinguished
with greater certainty in case of falling in with an
enemy". After the Battle of Trafalgar all vessels
in the Royal Navy generally sported this pattern,
though it was not mandated and some captains
changed it. Nelson's flagship, HMS Victory, was
painted with a more traditional scheme of black
with yellow stripes along the level of the gunports in Chatham in 1800.
Nelson later had the gunports painted black as
well, creating the distinctive chequer pattern. In
spite of Nelson's desire to distinguish vessels by
means of this colouring, it was also found
among vessels of other navies, including some
ships of the United States Navy by the time of
the War of 1812. The black gunports were intended to make them appear opened, and so the
ship would appear more intimidating from a distance.
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HINTS AND TRICKS:
SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs in Australia and from all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Canberra Model Shipwrights Society and by arrangement and
their kind permission acknowledging the source and the authors, we reprint
the following article from their December 2013 issue.

Fitting Sails to Model Ships
- by Liam McLean
This article is arguably one that need not be written as there is a wealth of information on the
subject of fitting sails to your model on the web. Nonetheless, I thought that an article that
draws that information together may be one that other modellers would find useful. The information on this topic that was written by other modellers is quiet varied so I was able to pick out
what I thought was the most useful and able to expand upon.
In writing this article I don’t intend to reference all the sites I accessed as I’m sure most modellers know the sites and use the ones that they see as most relevant to them. That said, the
following link is a good example of what is out there - http://modelshipworldforum.com/
resources/Rigging_and_Sails/ScaleSails.pdf
I have made a few model ships without sails and a couple with sails spread. With my latest
model I decided that I would go one further as a diorama by not only fitting sails, but to display
them fully furled. I did briefly consider simply clewing up the sails, but that would be even more
difficult to get the shape of the sail to look realistic. Maybe I’ll attempt that one when I feel
more confident in that area!
In fitting sails I was surprised at how much more rigging is required. In my experience, most of
us modellers prefer to show our models without sails rigged. I don’t think this is because we
are not prepared to work on the extra rigging, but more that the model usually looks better with
bare yards so that the finer details are not hidden by the sails. A further factor is that any material used to make the sails for the model usually look out of context in any scale - even the
most delicate cloth will look as though the model is fitted with the heaviest grade storm sail.
In the past I have had fun when I have rigged a model with spread sails. I feel that a model
fitted with sails is a form of a diorama in itself and, of course, gives that extra challenge in the
making. This challenge is not only to represent the further rigging required for setting a sail,
but also to fit sails that will look realistic for that scale.
The smaller the scale the less likelihood you will find sail material that will look right. I generally try to show how the sails would look as filled by a light breeze. I have found a lot of information on the web or published in reference books on shaping sail cloth but these processes
do not seem to be ones that are practicable for me, so I decided to make a plasticine mould in
the curvature of that sail. To do this I bent the yard on to the sail and then draped both over
the mould. Once satisfied with the shape, I then sprayed it with a couple of coats of a clear
matt acrylic spray. By using more than one coat I achieved the stiffness sufficient to hold its
shape without affecting the texture of the cloth itself.
cont. p.19
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cont. from p 18.
In fact I was surprised that after two or
three coats I could not see any sign that
the cloth had been sprayed at all. When a
sail was set in the shape that I was looking for, it was then a simple process to reshape the plasticine mould for the next
sail.
This is an example of a sail draped over
moulded plasticine ready for spraying.
With this latest model, I have fitted an iron
jackstay to the yards thus requiring the sail to be furled up tight to the jackstay which would in
turn have the sail positioned to the front of the yard (post 1820s) as opposed to being furled
under the yard when the sail is bent directly on to the yard (pre 1820s). For the sake of authenticity I have carried out quiet a bit of in-depth research on how the furled sales would look depending on the era of the vessel being represented.
That research has led me to using maritime artwork painted at a time close to when the ship
actually existed as a guide. The English painter, Turner, has painted many maritime scenes
showing square rigged ships with its sails in various settings. Given he painted in that era I
would expect that his painting would be very close to how the rigging actually was. On the other hand, the modern day maritime artist Geoff Hunt has also painted square rigged ships with
furled sails. His paintings are quite detailed as far as rigging and set of sails are concerned but
cannot be relied upon for accuracy as much as Turner. Nonetheless, both these artists depict
the bottom corners of the sail (clew) left hanging loose out from the furled yard. This is obviously because of the blocks that are fitted to the clew eye which cannot be tucked into the furl
along with the relevant ropes (Tacks, sheets, and clew-garnets). There can be anything up to
three blocks fitted to the clew of a square sail depending on the era or the size of vessel being
depicted. An example of this is shown in the Ge6ff Hunt painting below.

cont. p.20
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cont. from p.19
Almost all the reference material on furling model sails mentions that it is best not to try to furl
the full drop of the sail that would normally be seen if the sails were set. I have found that using
only half the drop will give enough cloth to furl and still make it look realistic. If a full drop was
used you would end up with a furl diameter twice the size of the yard whereas, of course, the
goal is to have it smaller than the yard’s diameter.
I think the benefit of showing the sails furled is that you don’t have to rig the sails with all its bits
and pieces, i.e. reef points, seams, bunt lines etc. However the bolt rope along the top of the
sail and around the edge near the bottom clew corners will be seen when furled-so the bolt
rope for these areas will have to be sewn in. The clews hanging loose will look a bit odd when
you at this point but will look right when you actually fit the yard to the mast as these ‘tails’ can
be pulled into place by the rigging.
In the photo below you can see the ‘cut down’ sail with both clews pieces in place ready to be
furled. Above that is a yard with a furled sail fitted. And above that are yards yet to be fitted.

The downside to fitting sails to a model is that one of the first things that will show signs of deterioration over the years will be the sails themselves. I have seen photos of old museum models fitted with sails where the sails have become brittle and have started to break up, whereas
the rigging and the wooden hull have kept their integrity. As we all hope to think that our models will be around for many years, a lot of thought has to be put into when fitting sails which will
last the test of time. I am hoping that by spraying the sail with coats of clear acrylic paint and
keeping the model in a relatively sealed display case, I will at least give that model a fighting
chance for longevity.
I hope this article does not put modellers off from fitting sails in those various states to a model.
I look forward to reading articles from other CMSS members on their experiences when fitting
sails to their models as there is still a lot more to be learnt on this subject and that information
can only come from those who have gone through that experience.
Editor’s Note: There is a body of thought that is of the view that static models on a plinth or a
cradle do not have the appearance of a diorama and therefore such models should be displayed with furled sails or no sails fitted, and that billowing sails look out of place. It is clearly
the choice of the individual model builder.
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HOW CLOSE WERE WE TO
SPEAKING FRENCH?
Report by Tom Wolf
Louis-Antoine, Comte de Bougainville
(12 November 1729 –31 August 1811)
was a French admiral and explorer, he
was a contemporary of the British explorer James Cook.
In his early years he was a soldier but later gained fame
for his expeditions, including circumnavigation of the globe
in a scientific expedition, the first recorded settlement on
the Falkland Islands, and voyages into the Pacific Ocean.
His explorations between 1766 and 1769 took place on
board the "Boudeuse", a 26-gun, 12-pounder-armed sailing frigate.

“Boudeuse” under Antoine de
Bougainville, departed from
Nantes on 15 November 1766
for the first French circumnavigation of the globe, along
with the “Étoile”.
The "Étoile" was a re-classed
corvette commanded by Francois Chenard de la Giraudais,
and was the storeship of the expedition. She carried naturalist and physician Philibert Commerçon, astronomer Pierre-Antoine Veron, and Jeanne Baré (Commerçon’s mistress) who is
recognized as the first woman to have completed a voyage of circumnavigation. During much
of the voyage, she was disguised as a man until she was found out by the ship’s surgeon.
After passing through the Straits of Magellan and crossing the Southern Pacific the expedition
reached Tahiti which Bougainville claimed for France.
On leaving Tahiti he sailed westward to southern Samoa and the New Hebrides, then on sighting Espiritu Santo turned west still looking for the "Southern Continent".
He crossed the Coral Sea and found the Great Barrier Reef blocking his path so he changed
course to the north and east to what is now known as the Solomon Islands, but due to the hostility of the people there, he avoided. Bougainville but named them Bougainville Island for himself.
cont. p. 22
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cont. from p. 21
Had he found a path through the Great Barrier Reef, he would have struck land just North of
the present Cooktown on the Queensland coast.
Since he had previously claimed all islands he found for France, inevitably he would have
claimed the East Coast of Australia for France, this was more than 1 year before Cook’s voyage.
It is not known why they didn’t see the mainland and try to find a passage through the reef, but
then again Cook also had trouble navigating the reef and in fact the “Endeavour” was holed in
the same region.
It is however entirely possible that it was Bougainville Reef (further East from the coast) and
not the Great Barrier Reef that Bougainville encountered, that would certainly give a credible
explanation at to why he failed observe the East Coast of Australia
On 16 March 1769 the expedition
completed its circumnavigation and
arrived at Saint-Malo, with the loss of
only seven out of upwards of 200
men, an extremely low level of loss,
and a credit to Bougainville's enlightened management of the expedition
at a time when scurvy was decimating
the crews of ships on long voyages.
The fact that it was James Cook and
not Bougainville is seen as the very
slim difference between Australians
now speaking English and not French.
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all
over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Midwest Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report “ and by arrangement and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the authors, we reprint the following article from their May 2017 issue.

Rope Coils & Belaying

— by Bob Filipowski

Bob’s presentation is very easy to follow
thanks to the many, clear photographs he
uses to illustrate the various steps in creating
authentic looking rope coils.
In this photo, we see how he has belayed his
running rigging on his English Long Boat.
Next will be the actual production of the rope
coils that will hang on the various belaying
pins on his model.
The idea is to first solidly belay the lines and
then hang rope coils onto the belaying pins to
simulate the line’s termination in coils.

To create the staggered
loops on the rope coil it
is first necessary to
mount four sawn-off
pegs into a wood base
at descending height
and add one long pin at
the top of the stack.
The height of peg 1 & 2
= 2x line diameter.

cont. p. 24
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cont. from p. 23

Tape down the loose end and then saturate the coil with a
white glue & water mixture to make it all hold together.
The rope coil is done. Next you
will add the rope loop used to
hang the coil on a belaying pin.
Two completed coils are shown
on the left.
On the right is a view of how these coils will look when hanging on a belaying pin.

Mount a pin with the desired loop length measured from the pin to the
edge of the board. Thread line around the pin, clamp the loose line
ends together, apply a small drop of white glue to the line and position
the rope coil (front side in) over it so that the loop is glued to the underside of the coil at its top.
Once dry, remove the assembly and trim off the loop ends. Mount a pin
the same distance from the edge of a board as the model’s belaying
pin is recessed from the edge of the pin rail, bend loop and fix with diluted glue.
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