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The next meeting of SMSC will be the Annual General Meeting, to 

be held on Tuesday, 1 August  2017  at 7:30 at the Onslow 

Room, Wharf 7 at Darling Harbour unless otherwise notified.   

You can pay your annual membership fee if you wish, Raffle tickets (to be 

drawn at the Expo) for wonderful model prizes will also be available. 

The AGM will be followed by a “Trash & Treasure” sale of items that are 

surplus to Members’ needs and time permitting there will also be a S&T so 

Members and visitors may wish to bring along projects for display and 

discussion. 

At the AGM all positions on the Executive will become vacant. Applica-

tions will be by volunteering for a position. Every Member should consider 

joining the Executive in one of the following positions:      

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Committee Members 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE ENDEAVOUR GROUP WILL BE 

HELD IN NOVEMBER 2017. THERE WILL BE NO ENDEAVOUR 

GROUP MEETING IN SEPTEMBER TO ALLOW MEMBERS TO 

CONCENTRATE ON OUR EXPO AND THE CANBERRA EXPO. 

ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T 

Adopting another Club’s motto: 

A club is a modeller’s most valuable tool  



PRESIDENT’S “BLOG” 
by Harry Goedings 

Hi everyone.  Once again we draw towards August and our annual Expo to be held at 

Sandringham. Preparations are well in hand for what in past years has been a well 

attended and popular event . By now, many of you would have been working feverishly to complete 

your ship for display at the Expo.  Please make sure that you get your registrations to Michael or 

Anelia as soon as possible to assist preparations for the week-end.    

Many of our modellers are currently working on some lovely projects which will grace the pages of 

future editions of Chatterbox.  Our editor Tom would love your contributions, particularly with pro-

gressive photos of your build and a narrative of the model and any problems etc. that you encoun-

tered along the way.  These are of great interest to our readers and assist many in their own builds. 

To our readers who have previously attended our Expos, we would love to see you all again this 

year.  We will have colleagues from a number of different clubs who model in a variety of materials 

joining us, and we will also have ‘as live’ displays of techniques where you can get free advice, tips 

and tricks, and view the wonderful array of models on display.  Additionally, we will be raffling some 

lovely models on the day and best of all, entry is FREE!  After your attendance, I’m certain that 

many of you will wish to join our club and enjoy a great club and hobby! 

August is also our Annual General  Meeting. Apart from the election of a new executive, we will al-

so be holding a ‘Trash and Treasure’ component on the night.  Here’s the opportunity to get hold of 

a bargain, obtain those missing parts, and bring along your unwanted kits, materials etc. These 

have been a hit in the past and everyone seems to leave with something ! 

Hope to see you all at the AGM and the forthcoming Expo.   

. 
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Here is the form to register your model/s, please send to Michael Bennett 

<mjbennett@ozemail.com.au> as soon as possible to assist the organis-

ers to allocate space: 

CANBERRA EXPO  

The 2017 Canberra Expo will be held at the Mount Rogers School on 

16-17 September 2017 .   

For more info contact: Peter Hateley 0401 670 829(m) or by email to   

<hpeter@webone.com.au> or by contacting Bob Evans 6226 8957(h), or 

by email to  <rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.    
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cont. p.5 

SMSC Meeting and S&T, 

Darling Harbour, 6 June 2017 
Reports by the exhibitors and Tom Wolf, compiled and edited by Tom Wolf 

In spite of the cold weather and the rainstorm that came along during the evening, the S&T at 
Darling Harbour was a great success.  
At the Committee meeting before the S&T there was much discussion about finding a suitable 
venue which is more centrally located to our Members who live all over the Greater Sydney 
area and which also has suitable facilities for our discussion groups (and a relatively reasona-
bly priced bistro). We will have more about this in later issues of Chatterbox. 
Richard Keyes brought along a model of a 
pearling lugger (this had been the subject of 
discussion at an earlier S&T),  
He had recently seen a model of a pearling 
lugger in the Maritime Museum’s exhibition on 
the pearling industry in Australia and was im-
mediately motivated to make a model of one.  
Due to a lack of space in his house, Richard 
decided to make a half model which 
could hang on the wall.  The Museum Library 
provided Richard with an article on pearling 
luggers which had all the lines and plans he 
needed to make the model. 

Richard photocopied these plans to the size 
he wanted. The hull was cut from a solid 
block of Huon pine using sanding drums and 
sand paper.   
On the advice of Michael Bennett (given at 
the previous S&T) Richard made the hull 
slightly wider than half its width and used full 
round dowels for the masts rather than trying 
to cut them in half lengthwise, this really en-
hanced the model.  
The sails were made of rice paper with sev-
eral coats of matt varnish, mostly to strength-
en the edges so the thread would not pull 
through. The half propeller was cut from a 
sheet of brass and various fittings like the an-
chor and winch came  from Richard’s box of 
spare parts.  
The model is intended as a decorative 
piece rather than an accurate representation 
and so is not to any particular scale.    
The label was supplied by Pyramid Trophies 
and the perspex case came from City West 
Plastics in Rydalmere. Richard recommends 
both these suppliers for good products at 
fair prices.  
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cont. p.6 

cont. from p.4 

Mike Kelly brought along a collection of 0.6mm 

veneers that he obtained from Briggs Veneers 

<www.briggs.com.au>. 

Mike also brought a collection of 

miniature ships he purchased as 

a job lot. He is now inspired to 

install the radio and other mast 

wiring so that all the mini-models 

are like the “RMS Mauretania” 

shown at the right. 

This brought about a discussion 

about the sourcing and use of 

different gauge wiring in model-

ling. 

Michael Bennett then took over the discussion and with his expertise in the use of wiring in 

models he addressed the meeting. We hope to have an article on the subject from Michael, 

but in the meantime Michael suggested sourcing at least 20 different gauges of wires, it is usu-

ally obtained as individual strands in coiled wires. They can be straightened by simply rolling a 

few times on a sheet of glass. He also recommended against tensioning the wires which can 

then be glued using aliphatic resin. 
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cont. from p.5 
Michael Bennett once again brought along 

his HMS Sirius. After reading the “Anatomy 

of the Ship Pandora” which ship was of sim-

ilar vintage to Sirius, Michael realised he 

had earlier “fudged” some parts of the bow 

and he has now corrected them.  

He also came to realise that although the 

side elevation showed the headboards to 

be curved, from a top elevation they formed 

a straight  line in the shape of a triangle. 

 The photos speak for themselves.  

Tom Wolf brought along 

some wooden carvings 

to replace the metallic 

stern art provided in the 

Artesania Latina HMB 

Endeavour kit he is cur-

rently building.  

 

 

Tom prefers never to use the metal decorations 

and artwork provided in kits and he gave a 

short report on how he does this using the mul-

tiple layers of timber in plywood and just cutting 

a design using a No.11 knife and allowing the 

different colours and textures of the plywood to 

create an attractive alternative. 

Finally, Tom also showed the templates for the 

various lifeboats aboard ships that simplify the 

building of ships boats to be relatively simple. 
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The ANMM’s Vaughan Evans Library 
Report by Tom Wolf 

In his report for the presentation at the June S&T, Richard Keyes refers to the 
invaluable research material obtained from the Museum’s Library. I am aware 
that Michael Bennett has similarly obtained research material and assistance 
from the Library. 

In researching plans for my scratch-built HMT Dunera I have also had similar success through 
the courteous and helpful assistance by the Library staff at the Vaughan Evans Library. 
The flyer below gives more detail than I ever could, hopefully you will also be able to make use 
of this incredible resource: 
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SMSC Modeller: Harry Goedings 

An autobiography 

This is a snapshot bio of my “modelling career” (no…not on 

the catwalk!!).  Like many of us, I started modelling with an 

interest in aircraft after watching war movies involving planes 

and was soon building Messerschmidts and Spitfires 

(compliments of the ‘Airfix’ models) that you could buy in plas-

tic bags stapled to cardboard.    

Later as skills developed, I made the move to modern aircraft 

such as F111’s which had moving parts and were more chal-

lenging. These were a great intro to modelling, to learn the art 

of patience and after building many of these I graduated to 

model ships.  

My efforts in this area of plastic modelling saw me build WW2 

German Battleships,  the Tirpitz and Bismarck.   

Like many others, our hobbies can be determined by the 

paths in life we undertake and the Police service took me all around the State and a lifestyle 

that provided little time for hobbies.   

In his early years my son developed a specific interest in maritime history and more specifical-

ly anything associated with the Titanic and her sister ships, so it was only natural that I build a 

scale model of the Titanic for him.  

This model by Revell was reasonably well designed in plastic with a one piece hull, but any-

thing further was rather fiddly and it’s here that I learned that being patient was certainly a vir-

tue one needed, particularly working with plastic cement.  

The model was finished and displayed until I received some bad news from my wife…..she 

had dropped the model!!  Was I upset?  Not really, but I did wish that it had broken on the bow 

where the iceberg hit in lieu of the many, many bits that did break.  

cont. p.9 
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After a 16 year hiatus I was lucky enough to meet up with Gary Renshaw of Modellers Ship-

yard (now Modellers Central) and he indicated that there were attempts to get a modellers club 

up and running.  I remember attending that inaugural meeting at Granville library and hoped 

that we would get it off the ground The rest is history and SMSC came into being.  I am proud 

to be the currently serving President of the Club. 

When I look at the work done by my fellow Club modellers such as Richard Keyes, Tom Wolf, 

Janos Nemeth, Leon Griffiths and many others, I am in awe of the models both kit and scratch 

that they build as I consider myself a novice in comparison.  

My first timber model, an Ar-

tesania Latina kit of a Medi-

terranean fishing boat, was 

completed with great tech-

nical assistance and advice 

from Leon Griffiths and I 

was reasonably happy with 

the outcome given it was my 

first foray into modelling in 

timber.  

I also learned the pitfalls of 

these models when I read 

the instructions that said, 

‘plank the hull’ !!!  (Yes, real-

ly instructional!)   

One of the great things about our Club is the willingness of our members to assist others en-

countering difficulty or problems with construction. Having been the recipient of that assistance 

I can tell you it makes you think anything is possible when you are shown HOW to do it.      

Retirement, after 38 years of Police work, is now presenting me with time to devote to hobbies. 

I am currently working on a 

Victory model of the Lady Nel-

son and I am also about to 

start the ‘Hannah’, a 1:300 

scale armed schooner ship in 

a bottle. This is something I 

have wanted to do for many 

years.    

I have a number of kits sitting 

atop the cupboard in my mod-

elling room and hope to make 

the time to complete them all 

over the ensuing years, in be-

tween trips to some of the 

great maritime museums in 

Europe and Britain. 

cont. from p.8 



LEON’S TIPS & TRICKS #6: 

cont. p.11 
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2 Use the end as a probe to feed the 

bead on to the cord, twisting may help 

push it on. 

1 First thing is to add CA to the end of 

the cord to make a stiff end. 

Hello members, in this session we will deal with. Parrels and trucks 

. This works for me!  

4 Take notice of the length of the cord. 

This cord will be turned at one end and run 

back through the beads and trucks. 

5 Building up the complete maze of 

beads. 

6. All ready to be cut and tied 

3.  



cont. from p.10 
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7 Hold one end to stop anything mov-

ing while you tie full grannies at both 

ends. 

8 These ends will be tied around the 

centre of the yards.  9 Parrels and trucks in place. 
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JUST ANOTHER DAY AT THE 
MEN’S SHED? 

By Tom Wolf, photos courtesy Ken Wilson 

As our readers are often reminded, I 

do much of my modelling at the Wa-

verley Community Men’s Shed in 

Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs.  

Although there is much creativity in 

the Shed, our principal objective is 

the issue of men’s health, to create 

an environment that is safe friendly 

and harmonious to avoid the feeling 

of isolation many retired men have. 

As part of his activities during Men’s 

Health Week, on  Friday, 16th June 2017 we were pleased to host the Honourable Malcolm 

Turnbull M.P. the Prime Minister of Australia, who visited the Shed and met the Members.  

The Members were delighted to display and demonstrate their work to him and the PM ex-

pressed great interest and knowledge about working in timbers. 

The PM inspected and showed much interest in my work in progress, a modified 1:60 wood-

en scale model of the HMB Endeavour by Artesania Latina.  
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Endeavour Group S&T, 

Glenhaven, 15 July 2017 
Report by Tom Wolf 

This meeting took place at the home of Maurice York, 6 Members attended for a great session 
of discussion and help. Maurice has started the planking on the Mermaid since last S&T, it is 
going slowly. There was discussion about planking, particularly about different ways to deal 
with bending planking timber into compound curves without splitting and how to narrow them at 
the bow and the stern. Hopefully this will assist Maurice to progress on the model. 

 
Mike Barton has taken to printing, in colour, 
each issue of Chatterbox since Issue #1. He will 
bring these folders to the EXPO and have them 
on display, there was then discussion for the 
need to collect and index the articles as many 
of them would be of great assistance to Mem-
bers. We will look into collating them for display 
on the Webpage. 

Dach Hall brought along his plans of Landfall, 
a sailboat he crewed on as a 19-21 year old 
sailing from Sydney with an American couple 
across the Indian Ocean, the Mediterranean 
and then the Atlantic back in the 1950’s. His 
adventure is published in a book and it makes 
compelling reading. 
Landfall will be built using a plank-on-frame 
method from the only existing drawings and 
plans in existence, assisted by some photos 
taken by Dach whilst on board.  
The hull, once planked and shaped, will be covered in resin. Dach is still contemplating how he 
wishes to display the model once completed, but this will be some distant time in the future. 

 
Michael Bennett has moved house(this is his 
4th move in the last 3 years or so). He set up 
a workshop at each of his “new” abodes but 
his stuff has spent more time in boxes than 
unpacked, this together with “eye issues” has 
meant very little modelling.  Despite this, 
Michael’s HMS Sirius is coming along, he has 
now completed the headboards.  
Michael gave an account of the method he 
used to get the correct shapes for this 1:600 
scale model. 

cont. p.14 
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Mike Kelly has been busy finding and buy-
ing more miniature ships, this time it was 
approximately 1:1200 scale models of the 
RMS Orsova and the RMS Himalaya.  
Just like he indicated for the other minia-
tures he showed at the June meeting, he 
wishes to wire up all antennas and rigging, 
add railings and  work on the lifeboats. 
We then discussed the vacuum formed life-
boats made in accordance with the methods 
set out on pages 70-71 of “Miniature Ship-
builder 2015” by R.A.Wilson F.R.S.A. 
There the author writes:   
“I vacuum-formed them using a small home-
made vacuum box as shown in Fig.114. These boxes are quite often used by model aircraft 
builders. They consist of a lower and upper chamber, separated by a rim round the inside. A 
hole is cut in the bottom to fit to fit to a standard vacuum cleaner hose. A hinged lid, with an ap-
erture is fitted to the top. A small piece of thin wood with a “boat plug”, curved to the inside 
shape of the boat is glued to it and a number of small holed drilled round the boat. A vacuum-
cleaner hose is placed in a vice, and a small styrene sheet placed over the aperture and boat 
plug. The lid is closed and clamped with a large bulldog clip. A small hobby heat gun is played 
on the sheet to soften it and after about thirty seconds, switch the vacuum-cleaner on. The 
plastic will be sucked down over the boat plug, forming a hollow boat. 

cont. from p.13 

Fig.114  
 
Vacuum-box 

Fig.115a 
 
The boat 
plug in 
position 

Fig.115b Ready to form the boat Fig.116 Boat construction  

cont. p.15 
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“I am often asked ‘will a hairdryer work instead of a heat gun?’. No it won’t, it is not hot enough! 
The formed boat is shown in Fig.116. It is cut from the sheet with scissors and trimmed up with 
carborundum paper (wet & dry paper). The keel is made from fine copper wire, stretched to 
make it straight. It is stuck on with contact adhesive. In Fig.116, it is held in clamping forceps by 
the bent over wire keel whilst it is sprayed with matt white primer. The inside of the boat, includ-
ing seats, is drawn large scale, seemed and shrunk in the computer. It is glued onto a thin 
sheet of styrene, cut out and glued inside the boat.” 
Just goes to prove that thinking outside the box and a willingness to research and ex-
periment are a great asset to a modeller! 
 
And finally, Tom Wolf brought along his HMB 
Endeavour to demonstrate progress on the 
building of the 1:60 Artesania Latina kit. At the 
previous S&T Tom demonstrated how he was 
proposing to modify the kit by, among other 
things, replacing all metal decorations and 
fittings on the model where a real ship was 
not likely to have metallic objects.  

The carving of the stern plate from plywood (by 
carving it away with a hobby knife in layers) was 
demonstrated last time, since then Tom realised 
that the replica HMB Endeavour berthed at Dar-
ling Harbour had a completely different stern art 
to what the kit makers had supplied. Therefore 
Tom used the design of the replica ship as inspi-
ration to create the model’s stern art. 

Similarly the Captain’s cabin windows, the elm tree pumps, the windlass sides and all decora-
tions were or are to be replaced. 
 
MEMBERS ARE INFORMED THAT THIS WAS THE LAST ENDEAVOUR GROUP MEETING 
UNTIL NOVEMBER. THE ENDEAVOUR GROUP MEETING WILL THEN BE AT THE HOME 
OF TOM WOLF ON A DATE TO BE NOTIFIED (SEE NEXT ISSUE OF CHATTERBOX). THIS 
MEETING WILL BE EXTENDED BY 1 HOUR (FROM 10am TO 1pm) TO GIVE TIME FOR A 
PROPER DEMONSTRATION OF HIGH TEMPERATURE SILICONE MOULDING.  
DON’T MISS THIS DEMONSTRATION, WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE! 

cont. from p.14 
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cont. p.17 

SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs in Austral-

ia and all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the 

Canberra Model Shipwrights Society and by arrangement and their kind permis-

sion acknowledging the source and the authors, we reprint the following article 

from their  September 2016 issue. 

Ships Boats - by Stephen Batcheldor 

Ships boats were an important part of a ships equipment and performed many different func-

tions during the age of the sailing ship. No single ships boat could do everything that was 

needed to support a sailing ship and no sailing ship could function effectively without the assis-

tance of its ships boats.  

All sailing ships would carry one or more ship's boats depending on the size and nature of the 

ship. Small ships may only carry one or two ships boats while large ships may carry four or 

more ships boats. A first rate ship of the line would carry as many as nine ships boats. Gener-

ally each ships boat had a specific purpose or was designed for a particular task. While each 

ships boat was a pulling boat (powered by oars) most could also be rigged and configured as a 

variety of small sailing vessels in their own right. 

A study of common ships boats used during the age of the sailing ship can help put into con-

text the differences between each boat. While there is quite a variety in regards to size and 

construction methods over several hundred years, each ships boat can be placed into a gen-

eral category according to its size, design and function. Ships boats continued to evolve over 

time, as did sailing ships, and many ships boats were referred to by several different names as 

their design developed, so in some cases a description can cover more than one type of ships 

boat. 

Longboat and Launch 

The longboat or launch were usually 

the largest and heaviest of the ships 

boats carried on any given ship and 

ranged in size from 20ft up to 50ft 

long. The longboat was the heavy 

lifter, the sturdy workboat for the 

ship. It was an open boat rowed by 

eight or more oars-men. Each pair of 

oarsmen sat on a single thwart pull-

ing oars on opposite sides of the 

boat in unison. It was a good sea-

worthy boat with a broad beam and 

was useful for its load-carrying ca-

pacity. Transporting the heavier car-

go between the ship and shore or towing the ship when becalmed were usual tasks. The long-

boat often had a windlass built into its structure which could be used for laying out the ships 

anchor and cable or used when transporting the ships cannon. The longboat could also be 

rigged as a sailing vessel with up to three masts. As the largest and most sea worthy of a 

ships boats, the longboat was often towed behind the ship when at sea rather than being 

stowed on deck. 

22ft longboat 



-  17 - 

cont. p.18 

cont. from p.16 

Cutter and Yawl 

A cutter or yawl is typi-

cally a small to medium-

sized open boat built rel-

atively lightly in either 

clinker or carvel fashion 

and were de-signed for 

speed rather than for ca-

pacity. While cutters 

were still wide boats they 

were not constructed as 

heavily as a long boat 

and were generally a lit-

tle smaller ranging in 

length from 20ft up to 40 

ft. Cutters were used to 

ferry passengers or light 

stores between larger boats and the shore in fairly sheltered water. They were also capable of 

other duties such as laying a kedge (relatively light anchor) at a distance from the ship. The 

oars of a cutter were double-banked so two oarsmen sat on each thwart. Though primarily a 

pulling boat, a cutter could also be rigged as a small sailing boat and proved a highly success-

ful all-round boat, with good qualities under both sail and oar. 

 

Pinnace and Barge 

The pinnace and the 

barge were both long, 

narrow, relatively light 

boats principally in-

tended for easy row-

ing and of carvel con-

struction. Generally 

speaking, pinnaces 

were smaller than 

barges and ranged in 

length from 20ft up to 

35ft. Barges were of-

ten associated with 

being a tender for flag 

officers whereas pin-

naces were more of a 

utility boat. A pinnace 

could ferry passengers, scout to sound anchorages, convey water and provisions or run com-

munications between larger vessels. The pinnace or barge was usually rowed but could be 

rigged with a sail for use in favourable winds. 

22ft cutter 

20ft pinnace 
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Whaler 

A whaler or 

whaleboat is an 

open boat that is 

relatively narrow 

and pointed at 

both ends, ena-

bling it to move 

either forwards or 

backwards equal-

ly well.  

Originally devel-

oped for whaling it 

later became a 

popular general-purpose ship’s boat and was regularly used for work along beaches, since it 

does not need to be turned around for beaching or refloating.  

The whaler was generally clinker built of relatively light construction ranging in length from 25ft 

up to 35ft. The whaler was usually propelled by five oarsmen with three on one side of the boat 

and two on the other and could be fitted with a rudder or could use another oar as a sweep off 

the stern to steer with. 

 

Gig 

The gig was very long, 

narrow and light pulling 

boat of clinker con-

struction. On naval 

ships the gig was usu-

ally reserved for the 

captain's use as his 

personal taxi.  

The gig was usually 

crewed by four oars-

men, and a coxswain.  

Generally the oarsmen 

sat one to a thwart, 

with each only rowing 

a single oar on alternating sides of the boat. The gig was not a sea kindly vessel so was used 

mostly in harbours.  

The gig generally had a high wineglass transom, full keel, straight stem, and somewhat round-

ed sides and ranged from 20ft up to 30ft long.  

Over time the average size of gigs tended to increase to the point that some of the larger ves-

sels could be fitted with sails 

cont. from p.17 

cont. p.19 

28ft whaler 

25ft gig 
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Jolly boat, Dinghy and Punt 

A Jolly boat, dinghy or 

punt were usually the 

smallest type of boat 

carried on sailing ships, 

and were generally less 

than 20 feet long.  

These small ships 

boats could be carvel 

or clinker-built and 

were propelled by four 

or six oarsmen.  

When not in use they 

would often be hung 

from davits at the stern 

of a ship, and could be 

hoisted into and out of 

the water easily.  

Jolly boats, dinghies and punts were used for transporting people and goods to and from 

shore, for carrying out inspections of the ship, or other small tasks and duties that required on-

ly a small number of people.  

Jolly boats or something similar were carried on practically all types of sailing ships during the 

age of sail 

 

Skiff 

The skiff was another 

small, light boat of simple 

clinker construction gener-

ally under 20ft long.  

The skiff would be used 

for small tasks in harbour 

or sheltered water and 

crewed by one or two 

oarsmen. 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: 

We are indebted to Stephen Batcheldore for such thorough research in the preparation of this 

article 

TW 

cont. from p.18 

18ft jolly boat 

18ft skiff 



BOOK REVIEW: 

“AUSTRALIAN CONFEDERATES” 

by TERRY SMYTH - Published 2015 by Ebury Press -  

book report and historical research by Tom Wolf 

The book sets out the story of the Confederate States Ship 

Shenandoah when she visited Melbourne in 1865 and the 

consequences when 42 Australians joined the Rebel cause 

and fired the last shot of the American Civil War.  

By the end of its raiding, the CSS Shenandoah proceeded to 

wipe out almost the entire New England whaling fleet, captur-

ing, burning 32 and ransoming 6 Union ships and taking over 

1,000 prisoners. 

Her flag (the Stainless Banner) was the only Confederate flag 

to circumnavigate the Earth and the last to be hauled down. 

In 1865 Australian colonies were obliged to follow British 

Government policy, which remained strictly neutral even 

though the population largely was split in backing the South 

and the North in the Civil War. 

The CSS Shenandoah sailed into Port Phillip Bay in February 

1865 and moved to a slipway in Williamstown whilst repairs 

and refit were carried out . 
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cont. p.21 

The officers and 

men were feted 

by parties and 

functions, and 

visitors flocked to 

the port, even 

paying entrance 

fee to see the 

“man-of-war”.  

Whilst in Mel-

bourne, 42 colo-

nials secretly en-

listed to fight for 

the South, 

breaching the law 

against foreign 

warship enlisting 

in a neutral port. 

The CSS Shenandoah in Hobson’s Bay 
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After leaving Melbourne fully 

provisioned the CSS Shenando-

ah continued raiding. She was 

at sea when the Robert E. Lee 

surrendered on 9 April 1865 and 

was not aware of the fact., in 

fact this was not known to CSS 

Shenandoah until informed on 2 

August. 

Months after the surrender in 

late July 1865, acting on orders 

to wipe out the enemy marine 

fleet, she fired on and sank US 

ships in Alaska. 

It was due to this action that the CSS Shenandoah fired the last shots of the American Civil 

War. 

In addition to the havoc wreaked by CSS Shenandoah, the CSS 

Alabama was even more effective at raiding and destroying Union 

shipping. CSS Alabama was a screw sloop-of-war built in 1862 for 

the Confederate States Navy at John Laird and Sons at Birkenhead 

on the River Mersey opposite Liverpool, England. In all, five ships 

were constructed and sold or otherwise delivered into the hands of 

the Confederate States Navy. 

CSS Alabama also served as a successful commerce raider, at-

tacking Union merchant and naval ships over the course of her two

-year career, during which she never docked at a Southern port.  

The CSS Alabama was sunk in 

June 1864 outside the port of 

Cherbourg, France, but not before 

she took more than sixty prizes. 

In what was called the “Alabama 

Claims”, in 1869 the United States 

claimed direct and collateral dam-

age against Great Britain.  

In the case, the United States 

claimed that Britain had violated 

neutrality by allowing five war-

ships to be constructed, especial-

ly the Alabama, knowing that it 

would eventually enter into naval 

service with the Confederacy 

cont. from p.20 

Confederate Navy uni-

form button with an-

chor and crossed can-

nons. 

cont. p.22 

CSS Shenandoah firing on the US 

whaling fleet in Alaska inJuly 1865 

CSS Alabama 
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Other particulars of the claim included the following: “In the summer of 1862, the British-built 
steam warship Oreto, later renamed the CSS Florida, was delivered to Nassau in the Baha-
mas with the secret understanding that it would be later transferred to the Confederate States 
Navy”.  

Other warships delivered  included the CSS Shenandoah (built at Alexander Stephen and 
Sons in Glasgow), CSS Lark (built at John Laird and Sons, like the Alabama), and 
CSS Tallahassee (built at J & W Dudgeon in London). 

CSS Shenandoah was launched at Glas-
gow, Scotland in 1863 as the merchant 
ship Sea King, a state-of-the-art clipper 
for the China tea trade.  Built of teak 
planks over an iron frame, she displaced 
1,160 tons, carrying three masts and a 
200 hp coal-burning auxiliary steam en-
gine driving a propeller that could be 
raised into the hull to reduce drag while 
sailing. On trials Shenandoah reached a 
speed of 12.25 knots under steam, but 
under full sail she achieved 16 knots.  

As the CSS Shenandoah was not only 
repaired and refitted contrary to the laws 
of neutrality whilst in Melbourne, and as 
her officers and crew were feted and 
comforted, and recruits were also enlisted, the United States Government included this as the 
claimed compensation from Britain.  

At one stage the Americans actually claimed all of Canada as compensation, needless to say 
this was derisively rejected by the British who consistently claimed in regard to the CSS Shen-
andoah that the blame lay with the Captain of the CSS Shenandoah who lied to the local au-
thorities. 

The American contended that the events with the CSS Shenandoah (as well as the other 
breaches of neutrality by the British) prolonged the war by anything like 2 years. 

In 1871 the sides finally set down and signed the Treaty of Washington whereby Britain, with-
out admitting any guilt, officially expressed regret for the damage caused by the Confederate 
raiders and agreed to submit the compensation issue to an international tribunal where, along 
with the major claim regarding CSS Alabama,  a serious  contention was the liability of the co-
lonial authorities in Melbourne.  

The compensation assessed cost Britain almost $15.5M (in 2015 terms about $300M) payable 
in gold within 1 year. 

Of the 42 Australians who enlisted, 1 died before the CSS Shenandoah arrived in Liverpool, 
England where she was surrendered on 6 November 1865 in a neutral port. All the others ei-
ther remained in Britain or returned unceremoniously to Australia. 

The CSS Shenandoah herself never made it back to the USA, nor was she surrendered to a 
Yankee. After years of neglect in Britain she was sold to the Sultan of Zanzibar as his private 
yacht and renamed “El Majidi”.  

After the Sultan’s death she was taken to Bombay for repairs and on the return trip she was 
lost, survivors claimed she either floundered or was scuttled, and her fate remains a mystery, 
but for sure the luck of the “lucky ship” had finally run out. 

CSS Shenandoah  



AN INTRODUCTION TO 

MODELLING 
by Tom Wolf 

Models of ships have been made for the past 4000 years and survivors of these ancient exam-

ples can be seen in many museums around the world.  

They were made as religious artefacts, 

decorations or toys and we are able to see 

the advances of the societies from the so-

phistication of the models. 

The modelling of ships as we make today, 

to a scale, started in about 1650 when the 

British Admiralty required shipbuilders to 

produce a scale model of a ship that was 

intended to be built so that it could be ex-

amined by the Admiralty Board before it 

was to be ordered, many of these models 

also are housed in museums.  

Because livelihoods were at stake, and 

because the actual designs were not put 

to paper but relied solely on the model, 

the accuracy and precision to scale were 

of a very high standard. 

Even after drawn designs came to exist most ship-

yards continued the practice and had model making 

workshops within the shipyard where they employed 

highly skilled craftsmen to make model replicas, 

mainly of warships.  

This work was time consuming and expensive, re-

quiring many hours of patient and skilled work 

Today we have a choice of various media in which 

to model, either timber or various plastics and met-

als, but modelling for our private purposes is no less 

time consuming or expensive, although the media 

selected will determine both the time and expense 

that will need to be expended. 
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Model ship found in the tomb of  Amenhotep II 

Admiralty model 

Plastic model from kit by Revell 
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It is for the individual modeller to determine the degree of accuracy and precision that will be 

used, but any modelling still takes time and patience and should not be undertaken unless 

the modeller is willing to put in that effort.  

It is foolish and a waste of time to encourage somebody into the hobby if that person does not 

wish to expend the effort required, it will only result in disappointment. 

However, once a model is completed, as frustrating as the process will inevitably be, the self-

satisfaction is unbelievable. 

For the beginner there are model kits readily available from hobby shops and the internet to 

select from and there are Clubs easily found with members who are only too happy to assist 

the novice to select a suitable model kit.  

The novice modeller should seek advice before purchasing a model kit that may have a de-

gree of difficulty which will drive the novice modeller away from a very worthwhile pastime. It 

has been said that a Club is a modeller’s most valuable tool. 

A very relevant matter to be considered by the modeller is what it is intended to do with the 

model when it is finished.  

For example, if the modeller lives in very modest surroundings with little available space, the 

available workshop space may well determine the model’s medium, as well the finished mod-

el’s size. 

Since most ship models are scale replicas of real ships, the size of the finished model will be 

dependent on the scale of the model. Therefore for every inch/foot of the original ship the rep-

lica will be: 

 Proportional Scale:    Fractional Scale: 

 3/8 in = 1 foot     is a scale of 1:32    

 1/6 in = 1 foot     is a scale of 1:72     

 1/8 in = 1 foot      is a scale of 1:96     

 1 in = 50 feet     is a scale of 1:600     

 1 in = 100 feet     Is a scale of 1:1200     

It must also be borne in mind that the larger the finished model, the more detail and precision 

is expected to make it look right, and the longer it will take to build the model. 

That should be enough to assist a “would be modeller” by way of introduction to the hobby  

We, at Sydney Model Shipbuilders Club always welcome anyone who is sufficiently interest-

ed to take the hobby to the next level and to discuss the matters raised in this article.  

Our members participate in all different kinds of  modelling and as such, are multi disciplined 

from building fine wooden Admiralty models to plastic kits, from miniature model ships no 

larger than a few centimetres to 1:50 scale aircraft carrier more than 5 metres in length. 

See you at one of our meetings, or just contact us through the contact list 

published in Chatterbox and on our webpage. 


