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CLUB CONTACTS YOU MAY 
REQUIRE: 

 The next SMSC meeting will be on Sunday, 8 April 2018  at 

6:30pm at Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Rd, Ashfield unless 

otherwise notified  

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion 

******************************************************** 

The next S&T meeting of the Endeavour Group will be at the home of  

Harry Goedings at 6 Letitia Street, Katoomba on  

Saturday, 19 May 2018 from 12:00noon to 2:00pm 

Harry will turn on a BBQ, bring your own food if you wish to cook 

 email <goedings@beagle.com.au>  or  phone 0425 209 491 if wishing to  

attend 

NEXT CLUB MEETINGS 
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PORT  MACQUARIE  MODEL  BOAT  EXPO  

The Port Macquarie Model Boat Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers Club, 

will take place on July 7 and 8,  If you would like to exhibit with fel-

low SMSC Members at the 2018 exhibition as a SMSC Club display, please let Alan 

Bideleux (abideleux@gmail.com) know by 10 May how many models you wish to ex-

hibit in the scale model ships category as we need to inform the organisers how many 

tables we require as we are an indoor exhibit and space is strictly limited. 

Alternatively if you wish to exhibit as an independent exhibitor, please direct all en-

quiries to David Connolly on 0403 865 331 or by email to <devils4detail@gmail.com>  

18 & 19 August  
 

In addition to catering to 
our Members, members of 
fellow modelling Clubs as 

well as independent entries 
are invited.  

 

Contact Michael Bennett on 0411 545 770 or by email 
mjbennett@ozemail.com.au 

CANBERRA  EXPO  

The Canberra Club will hold its next Expo at the Mount Rogers School on 

the weekend of the 15-16 September.  For more information 

please contact:  Peter Hateley 0401 670 829(m) or by email to  

<hpeter@webone.com.au> or contact Bob Evans 6226 8957, or by email to  

<rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.    

EXHIBITION  AT  RICHMOND 

We encourage all our Members to attend the Canberra EXPO even if they do not ex-

hibit as we have a special relationship with the Canberra Club. However, an exhibi-

tion event will also to be held on the same weekend  (15-16 of September) a 

little closer to home at Richmond. Please contact Alan Bideleux 

(abideleux@gmail.com),  it is possible that a Club display will be set up for those not 

wishing to go to Canberra. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN 2018 



LEON’S TIPS & TRICKS: 

cont. p. 4 
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1. A piece of dowel is positioned at the 

correct angle in the mast hole and rigging 

cord is attached to the top of this dowel. 

The cord is lined up with the deadeye and 

strap assemblies, this keeps all compo-

nents in correct alignment.   

Hello members, in this session we will deal with Attaching and Seiz-

ing Deadeyes.  This works for me!  

2. You can see the back stays on the 

middle channel are straight and aligned. 

6. Once you have worked out the 

length of rigging cord you need for your 

half granny and ten turns of the cord back 

up the shroud plus a bit, mark the length 

down so you will have the same amount 

of cord each time. 

4. To aid in holding everything togeth-

er, use a pair of forceps as shown.  Cor-

rectly line up the two triangle patterns of 

the deadeye, as shown below. The at-

taching deadeye is ready for a half granny 

to be added between the forceps and the 

deadeye.   

5. The forceps are rested in the chan-

nel for convenience and it makes it easy 

to apply the half granny.  

3. This photo shows the suggested 

length of the seizing to be used. Note the 

triangle pattern of the holes to be reeved. 



cont. from p.3 
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7. This shows the overall distance for the 

first lanyard, from the start to the ten turns 

back up the shroud. It also shows the cor-

rect length for the seizing of the deadeyes 

and seven turns back up the shroud.   

10. Using a No 11 blade, dab a small 

amount of thin super glue on the start and 

finish of the reeving.   

9. Snip off the top and bottom pieces of 

cord. 

8. Try to get the ten turns as neat as 

possible. Finish the roving with a simple 

slip knot.  

11. A lanyard is threaded through the 

holes in the deadeyes in the known se-

quence, and by this means a purchase is 

created to set up the shroud taut. 

13. With the remaining cord, bind this 

back up the shroud seven turns and loop 

it off the same as before. 

12. Five to seven turns of the rigging are 

required. All deadeyes for upper and low-

er shrouds are tied this way. 
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S&T at Wests Ashfield on 4th 
February 2018 

report and photos by Anelia Bennett; Mike Kelly and Tom Wolf 

Another great evening with 13 Members and spouses present and a good variety of models on 
display. During the meeting each Member also reported on their current project and from the 
reports we look forward to seeing some fantastic new displays at this year’s EXPO. 

Mike Barton has just started work on the Duyfken that he 
purchased from Modellers Shipyard together with the CD 
set. Mike still considers himself a novice at this type of work 
and says he needs all the assistance he can get.  
As for the model, Mike was very pleased by the fact that a 
number of the bulkheads had extra lines etched on them to 
indicate the amount of fairing. This is a new innovation 
which we believe is presently available only from this kitmak-
er.  
The fairing was done before fastening the bulkheads in 
place. Extra ply pieces were also given in the kit to produce 
a surface onto which to glue the planking at the bow. 
Mike said that the laser cut keel and bulkheads required little 

filing to get them to fit.  
The ply decks were then put over the 
top of the bulkheads (but not glued) to 
keep the bulkheads in place. PVA glue 
was thinned with water and painted on 
all the joints between the bulkheads 
and keel and then capillary action draws the glue into the joints.  
Extra ply was added to each side of the keel in the appropriate position 
for the masts and pedestals.  
Mike was disappointed that the deck came etched with the deck planks 

but the meeting suggested 
that he could still plank over 
it and just use the printed 
deck lines as a template. 
There is no set date to fin-
ish the build but Mike ex-
pects that it will be complet-
ed this year. 

cont. p. 6 
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We were then challenged by Stan Brown to 

identify an antique box (see photo on right) 

that his wife inherited from her grandfather 

who had worked at Garden Island as a ship-

wright in the late 1800’s.  

Measuring about 40cm in length, the wooden case 

was in excellent condition with a handle and fully 

functioning hinges and clasp. 

Almost immediately the group thought that it was 

most likely a chart case, a fact that was then con-

firmed by Google searches which came up with 

photos of similar items (see photo below) 

Michael Bennett’s miniature HMS Sirius is progressing 

nicely. Following a visit to Darling Harbour aboard the rep-

lica HMB Endeavour, he has installed the cannons and a 

capstan. 

Michael has now real-

ised that the capstan is 

fractionally the wrong 

scale and will re-do it.  

The precision of the scale astounded those inspecting the 

model. 

cont. p. 7 

cont. from p.5 
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cont. from p.6 

And then, to our delight, Richard Keyes told us about his late friend Rod Mills, who after re-

tirement travelled around Australia and made ships in bottles (see Richard’s tribute elsewhere 

in this issue). Richard brought  along some examples of Rod’s work which absolutely blew eve-

ryone away, here are some photos for our readers to enjoy (and yes, the arrow through the 

bottle shown in the bottom right photo is made from 1 solid piece of wood, work out for yourself 

how that was done!): 
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RICHARD KEYES’ TRIBUTE TO 
ROD MILLS 

I first met Rod Mills while we were both demonstrating model making at the 
National Maritime Museum’s “Modelmania" exhibition in 1997.  

Rod was a radio operator in the Mer-
chant Navy who filled in his idle hours at 
sea by making ships in bottles. His work 
was high quality and very imaginative.  

He was commissioned to make a model 
for each yacht in the BOC Round the 
World race (and I was given the extra 
one left over) and he made a chess set 
with small bottles to represent 
each  piece.  

Several of his works are in museums 
here in Australia and he had at least one 
in  the maritime museum in San Diego, 
California.   

After  his wife died, Rod sold his home in 
suburban Brisbane, bought a caravan and hit the road. He would go from school to school all 
around Australia selling small kits containing glass bottles, small hulls which he prepared 
ahead  of time and paper for sails and then showed students how to make a ship in a bottle, 
The modest amount of money he made paid for the petrol to take him to the next town.  

At night when he stopped in caravan parks he would set up a table outside and continue with 
his hobby. Soon he would have a crowd of  kids and grey nomads around him, watching him 
work and hopefully gaining some interest in model ships as a hobby. He was very much a 
people person.   

In this way, Rod covered thousands of miles of Australian roads.  He loved his time on the 
road.  He knew that he had a bad heart so he just took each day as it came. I  don’t know of 
anyone who was more content with the life he lived than Rod.  

One day in outback Queensland he left the folks outside to go into his caravan to get some-
thing and didn’t come out.  At his funeral they played Willie Nelson’s “On the Road Again”.  

On one occasion Rod house mind-
ed for us in Sydney (it took us 
awhile  to retrain our dog to stay off 
the sofa) and another time on the 
other side of the country he met us 
at the airport  to see us off on a trip 
around the Kimberley region.  

Over the years of knowing him, we 
were blessed with many gifts 
of  his art which we treasure.  

Rod was a great friend who we still 
miss a lot. 
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cont. p.10 

SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all 

over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Midwest 

Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report “ and by arrangement 

and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the authors, we re-

print the following article from their February 2018 issue. 

Gudgeons & Pintles — by Bob Filipowski 

There are a few basic steps: cut out brass strapping, cut off brass tubing, solder tubing to 

strapping, mount strapping to rudder and stern post, add simulated brass bolts. It couldn’t 

have been easier than that. Here’s how Bob did it, step by step.  

Cutting brass strapping:  

To make his brass strapping very 

straight, Bob first glued brass 

sheet stock between two layers of wood using spray-on contact cement. He then cut straight 

strips using his “Preac” table saw with a 152-tooth, 0.026” slitting saw blade. This gave him 

very fine edges on the brass, which needed only minimal de-burring. Wood and brass were 

separated using an acetone bath. (Take care to provide adequate ventilation and avoid 

high heat nearby when using acetone).  

It was pointed out that other methods of cutting brass strips can also be used such as a 

straightedge and sharp knife or even using scissors on thin stock.  

Once you have made a number of brass strips (you need a 

pair of strips, gudgeon & pintle, for each hinge position), the 

next step is to cut short lengths of brass tubing for soldering to 

the strips. Cut the tubing with a Preac saw or a fine tooth jew-

eller’s saw the same length as the width of your strips. Take 

care to cut only part way through the tubing, so as not to lose 

the piece.  

Take a drill bit the same diameter as the ID of your tubing and in-

sert it into a pin vise backwards with the shank sticking out the 

same distance as the width of the strapping you have cut.  

Place a piece of cut tubing over the drill shank and carefully file or 

sand it down so it is even with the end of the bit. Repeat this with 

all the cut tubing.  

Now take a 2 or 3-inch long strip of wood with the same dimen-

sions as the diameter and length of your cut tubing and careful-

ly file a shallow, circular groove at one end to hold the tubing 

during soldering.  

With the tubing in place, carefully bend a strap around the tube 

and clamp with a spring clip. Make sure the strap is square, of 

equal length and taut.  
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cont. from p. 9 

Apply flux paste to inside of the strap, place a small 

piece of solder on the seam of the tube and strap and 

touch an iron to the surface of the strap. The solder will 

“flash” and flow towards the heat source. When you see 

this happen, remove the iron. Once the item has cooled, 

remove the unit and repeat until all the strips have a 

piece of tubing mounted.  

Now, using CA, fasten an appropriate length of rod inside 

the pintle eyes, making sure the tops are flush and the pro-

truding portion will slide easily into the gudgeons.  

The next step is to 

fit the soldered 

straps around your 

rudder and stern 

post by working the 

softened brass 

with tweezers and 

pliers. When 

ready, cut the 

straps to their re-

quired length and shape the ends as needed. Carefully file 

the insides of the straps to remove any burrs.  

Drill bolt holes in the strap and make sure the wire you are 

going to use will fit properly.  

Mount the completed pintles on the rudder first. Drill out the bolt holes, but don’t go too deep. 

Chances are the two sides of the strap might not be symmetrical, so why push your luck.  

Cut lengths of wire that have been rounded or squared off at one end. Length is critical, since 

you don’t want them to bottom out in the hole causing irregularities in height.  

To ensure that they extend the proper distance above the brass strap, take a piece of shim 

stock with a thickness equal to the required height of the bolt head. Drill a hole in the shim a bit 

larger than your wire diameter. As you push each “bolt” in place, use this shim as a spacer by 

placing it over the wire then carefully pressing against the wire with a flat tipped object.  

cont. p.11 
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cont. from p. 10 

Once the rudder is complete, slide the gudg-

eons onto the pintles and mount the assembly 

on to the hull. Repeat the ‘bolting’ procedure 

described above on the stern post and the pro-

cess is complete.  

 

 

Your finished product will look something like 

that pictured on the right: 



Gus Agustin’s “Model-in-a-
Book Library” 

report by Tom Wolf 

At our December meeting Richard Keyes introduced our Members to the Book Model Library 

of Gus Agustin. Gus is the acknowledged doyen of miniature modellers alive in the USA and 

his works feature in many publications. Our members will recall that many years ago, Kevin 

Hudson gave a presentation to our meeting about Gus’ method of making flags. 

SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all over the world. 

In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Midwest Model Shipwrights (USA) 

called the “Forecastle Report“ and by arrangement and their kind permission acknowledging 

the source and the authors, we have often reprinted material from that publication. 

In this report I will only address these fantastic 

miniature books that have featured in issues of 

“Forecastle Report” since July 2016 when writ-

er became aware of Gus’ creation of mini-

books of the “Viking Figurehead” and 

“Flags” (which both feature in later articles)  

 

 

The scale of these beautiful works is apparent 

from the tape measure in the photos. 

It has been observed that this is a really fascinat-

ing display technique showing great skill not only 

in ship modelling but bookbinding too! 

 

In January 2017 the publication featured  two more books, the first entitled “Launch” and de-

picts a ship’s launch with mast, tied up to a mooring post (with a seagull on top!).  

-  12 - 

cont. p.13 
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cont. from p. 12 

The second model is entitled  “State Barge” and features one of Gus’ famously done flags, 

which we’d all like to be able to duplicate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The February 2017 issue featured five more very beautiful miniature model ships or ship’s 

parts: 

The “Bellona Figurehead” (left) 

“Frigate Stern” (right)     

 “Stuart Royal Yacht” (left) 

Above right, two books feature, the “Lord High Admiralty Flag” and the flags featured earli-

er. 

cont. p.14 
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cont. from p. 13 

In April 2017 issue features a miniature of the 

“HMS Blandford Stern” (left) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In June 2017 it was reported that Gus had added two 

new volumes to his “book library”. The first volume was 

a Sailboat (right) 

 

 

The second volume is a figurehead (left) 

 

The “Forecastle Report” made the observation that this 

was a really great way for Gus to fill his time between 

major building projects by honing his skills on these re-

markable miniature studies. It’s hard to separate the skills 

for making the part with the book-making skills. The 

books look absolutely like ancient volumes from a very 

scholarly library collection.  

 

The August 2017 issue of the “Forecastle Report” features the very beautiful “Dutch Yacht “ 

at a scale of 1:300 (see below). Adding to its beauty are the excellent sails that add so much 

detail. They were perfectly scaled by using facial tissue to achieve the correct thickness. That 

technique is a whole other skill set, for which Gus is well known.  



More of Gus Agustin’s “Model-in-a-
Book Library” 

report by Tom Wolf 

In discussion with Rich-

ard Keyes of my inten-

tion to publish the previ-

ous article, Richard indi-

cated that not only had 

he met the illustrious 

Gus, but that Gus had in 

fact provided him with 

photographs of some of 

the “books”.  

Richard has kindly pro-

vided these photos for 

us. 

Although some of these 

photos repeat the photos in the previous article in this isuue, we are sure that our readers will 

never grow tired of seeing the incredible craft of Gus Agustin. 

-  15 - 
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Endeavour Group S&T at Hurstville 
on 10th March 2018 

report and photos by Anelia Bennett; Mike Kelly and Tom Wolf 

This month’s Endeavour Group meeting was held at the house of member Mi-

chael Kelly, in attendance were nine members plus three supporting spouses. 

Before launching into the S&T, our 

host showed us around his up-

stairs library containing hundreds 

of books and other publications on 

maritime history and matters. 

We then proceeded downstairs 

and were shown around his gar-

age which doubles as a workshop 

(pity the car that doesn’t fit in).  

Many of us were able to share this 

experience with Mike and realise 

what a lovely lady Holly is by let-

ting him get away with it! 

Mike Barton started the S & T by dis-

playing his progress (or lack there of) 

with his Duyfken.  Only about 12 more 

planks had been added to the hull 

since the Feb S & T. Two different tech-

niques are used to get the tapering of 

the planks and neither used the tech-

nique of measuring lengths around the 

centre bulkheads and dividing that by 

the width of the planks (a technique 

that Mike learnt on his first model and 

continued to use).  So the hull planking has been a learning experience for Mike!.  
cont. p.17 
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Mike also stated a problem he encountered when trying to bend the pre-cut ply bulwark. He 

has been using a plank bending tool that breaks or splits the plywood. Life member Richard 

Keyes suggested using a steam iron to bend planking and plywood instead of the bending tool 

to reduce the chance of snapping the ply. The method is to produce small grooves (instead of 

scoring cuts) to remove the first layer of ply, across the width of the bulwark. 

Mike stated that he is hopeful of being able to spend more time on this project now and is con-

tinuing to progress the model steadily, and he hopes to display the model at the 2018 Model 

Expo finished or not. 

We were then treated to a bit of history. Rich-

ard Keyes had also brought along the same 

Modellers Shipyard kit model of Duyfken, the 

first time ever the two of the same model were 

the subject of a S&T. Richard’s model was 

more advanced in the construction, he had ac-

tually finished the second timber layer. 

Richard built this model while demonstrating  model 

making at the Australian National Maritime Museum. 

Janos Nemeth has also built a 1:40 scale model of the 

Duyfken and with Janos’ eye to detail a discussion 

started about the position of the forward mast.  

Janos built his model on plans received from marine 

architect Nick Burningham which are the plans used by 

the Duyfken Replica Foundation in building the replica 

ship, but doubts as to the accuracy of this placement of 

the mast have been raised by another marine architect, 

Karl Heinz Marquardt. If you wish to read more about 

this discussion, visit karl-heinz-marquardt.com/voc-tender-duyfgen-2. 

Following on his display at the February S&T, 

Richard brought along another miniature ship-in-a

-bottle made by Rod Wills that was so small that 

it escaped his attention the last time.  

Seriously, photos don’t lie! If we weren’t blown 

away by the last display, this one certainly had 

everyone agog with admiration. 

cont. from p. 16 

cont. p.18 
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cont. p.19 

cont. from p. 17 

Richard then presented a model of a Japanese coastal trading ship from a Woody Joe kit. 
He likes this kitmaker as the kits come with precise laser cut parts that fit together well (except 
when they don’t in which case there’s nothing you can do about it, Richard showed us how 2 of 
the beams provided near the transom were too short). The assembly also involves a little 
steam bending. Although the instructions from this kitmaker are usually in Japanese, in this 
case clear instructions in English were in the kit. 

In answer to a question from a member on what glue was used led to a comparison of PVA 
glue and Titebond glue (Aliphatic resin).  

Janos Nemeth brought along a 1:80 scale 
model of the Sovereign of the Seas. He start-
ed the model in March 2017 using a Sergal/
Mantua kit, with this difference.  
Janos used the kit for the bare bones of the 
model and then proceeded with his own plank-
ing and carving.  
Janos told members some of the carving takes  
three attempts to get right, and get it right he 
does.  
Members remarked about the planking at the 
bow to be perfect, the carvings are fantastic. 
The carvings are all done individually and the 
figurehead was made in different pieces.  
One of the members said in jest that if it was 
not for the carving Janos would not be making 
the model, a suggestion to which Janos be-
grudgingly agreed. 
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The elaborate carvings making up the transom im-
pressed members.  
Janos then gave members a very interesting short histo-
ry on the original ship and how it served Charles I and 
how he introduced the unpopular “ship tax” to pay for it 
without having Parliament approve his spending, one 
fact that may have led to the Civil War that eventually led 
to his execution by Cromwell, she continued to serve in 
the Commonwealth Period, and then the Restoration.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The capstan construction was dis-
cussed, and Janos again explained the 
reason for its construction in the form 
displayed. 

Stan Brown brought along an old photo of ships alongside a jetty, the photo was another little 
treasure from Stan’s wife’s grandfather who worked at Garden Island. The photo was passed 
around and after a little discussion members came up with, the ships were a three mast ship, a 
four mast barque and a two mast auxiliary steam ship at Circular Quay, circa pre-WW1.  
Stan’s present project is building the three mast Danish sail training ship Danmark from a 
Billings kit. Stan is also having problems bending the pre-cut stern piece, because the port 
holes piece is splitting. Michael Kelly showed pictures of a Billings kit Danmark he had made, 
but could not remember this problem. 
Michael Bennet armed with a magnifying 
glass presented his minute model of the 
Sirius. The model is really coming togeth-
er now some of the deck fittings are done. 
Comment was made on the distance be-
tween the two ships boats and Michael 
responded he was going to reseat them.  

Michael then showed a card with the cast iron pumps connected to the edge of the hole in the 
card. The magnifying glass was certainly needed to see this minute detail.  
The details, on the windlass, hatch coaming and cannons are amazing at this scale. Michael is 
now almost ready to do the rigging. Everyone is looking forward to the finished model, espe-
cially the piano that will be shown as being unloaded on arrival at Sydney Cove. 
With the vast variety of presentations and the discussions that followed, those members at-
tending agreed this Endeavour Group S&T was a great success and retired for light refresh-
ments and further talks. 

cont. from p. 18 
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HINTS and TRICKS: 

WINDLASS and CAPSTANS 
Report by Tom Wolf 

 

WINDLASS 

A winch, especially one 

on a ship, the windlass 

is an apparatus for 

moving heavy weights.  

Typically, a windlass 

consists of a horizontal 

cylinder (barrel) supported between cheeks at each end, it is rotated by the turn of a handspike 

inserted into the barrel (later designs are rotated by a crank). On a ship it is usually octagonal 

in shape to stop slippage, it also usually consists of a pinion and gear system to gain ad-

vantage with heavier loads.  

Due to restricted space on a ship, and as one man could only rotate the drum by a quarter of a 

turn per pull, the use was discontinued for large ships with heavy loads to shift. 

 

CAPSTAN 

A capstan is a broad revolving cylinder with a 

vertical axis used for winding a rope or cable. 

Originally this was also operated by turning by a 

handspike, so effectively a capstan could just 

about be described as a vertical version of a 

windlass which took up much less space on an 

already crowded deck. Later versions allowed 

for 2 capstans on the same spindle (axis) which 

could be operated separately. 

The shape and size of the capstan was propor-

tional to the size of the spindle which by the mid 

18th Century had become the size of the 

mainmast. This is a common trap for model 

makers, particularly those building from scratch. 

 

HANDSPIKES AND CAPSTAN BARS 

These are essential equipment on all ships (and models) and if they are loose and not con-

nected to the windlass or capstan then the holes in the windlass and the capstan to house 

these bars should be SQUARE! If the capstan bar is installed in the capstan, each bar should 

be about 1/3 the beam of the ship. 
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HMS SURPRISE (the replica) 
report by Tom Wolf 

At the December meeting, David Lendrum brought along his beautiful project un-

der construction of HMS Surprise. David has been working on this project for the past 5 

years, and his progress has been reported in Chatterbox in the past, and when we saw the 

precision of his work we no longer wondered why it has taken this long. 

Just like Tom Wolf’s Wicked Wench (which is in fact the Black Pearl before Capt. Sparrow 

took it over in the movie series Pirates of the Caribbean), the replica HMS Surprise is a fig-

ment of imagination and not a reproduction of any real ship by that name. 

According to Wikipedia, HMS Surprise (the rep-

lica) is a modern tall ship, built at Lunenburg, 

Nova Scotia, Canada as the Rose in 1970 to a 

Phil Bolger design based on the original 18th-

century British Admiralty drawings of HMS 

Rose, a 20 gun sixth-rate frigate built in 1757. 

Rose (the replica) was built at the Smith and 

Rhuland shipyard in Lunenburg, a yard which 

had established a reputation for large and suc-

cessful replicas such as HMS Bounty in 1960 

and Bluenose II in 1963. The ship was inspect-

ed and certified by the United States Coast 

Guard. She spent the first ten years of her life in 

Newport, Rhode Island sailing in Newport Har-

bor and as a dockside attraction.  

In 1985, already in serious disrepair, she was 

purchased by Kaye Williams and taken to Bridgeport, Connecticut, USA, where she operated 

as a sail training vessel in the 1980s and 1990s, run by the HMS Rose Foundation based in 

Bridgeport. Although she is known by the prefix HMS, meaning Her (or His) Majesty's Ship, 

she is not, and had never been, commissioned in the Royal Navy and therefore had no right to 

use this prefix. 

She was sold to the 20th Century Fox film studio in 2001 to be used in the making of the film 

Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World, in which she portrayed the Royal Navy 

frigate Surprise with a story based on several of the books by Patrick O'Brian. After the film 

was complete, the ship was leased and then purchased by the Maritime Museum of San Die-

go which has restored her to sailing condition as of September 2007.  

The ship has officially been re-registered as HMS Surprise in honour of her role in the film. 

She sails several times a year, often with the museum's other tall ships, the schooner Califor-

nian and the 1863 barque Star of India. In 2010, she portrayed HMS Providence in the Dis-

ney adventure film Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides. 

In 1991, The Connecticut General Assembly passed "An Act Concerning the H.M.S. Rose" in 

which the ship was commissioned as a vessel of the Connecticut Naval Militia. The Act stated 

that the H.M.S. Rose Foundation was responsible for maintaining the ship, but when the ship 

was sold to 20th Century Fox, the statute was not repealed and is still in effect. 
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MODEL REPORT:  

TRIESTE BATHYSCAPHE 
by Tom Wolf 

Our readers will recall a model report in 

August 2016 on this project being built 

for the Australian National Maritime Mu-

seum by Janos Nemeth. 

That report showed 3D plans developed 

for the project by Janos as well as  

some photos of the build as it was pro-

gressing. 

An occasional visit to the ANMM by the 

writer found the finalised model on dis-

play in the modelling area, I thought our 

readers may wish to see the finished 

project. 

HINTS & TRICKS:  

GETTING THE ANGLE RIGHT 
by Tom Wolf 

Here is a little trick that came to my attention reading the Newslet-

ter of the Midwest Model Shipwrights Club (USA). Assume you are 

trying to build a cabin to instal on the deck of your model and it is 

vital that you get the walls to be at right angles to each other. I 

don’t know about you, but I have always had trouble in getting the 

angle just right, not to say getting glue all over the place (mainly on 

my fingers). 

I assume that you have children or grandchildren who have Lego 

bricks and that you can permanently borrow a few of these Lego 

bricks. These bricks are, of course, totally 90 degrees at each cor-

ner and you can form one half of your structure at the desired an-

gle, and what is more, depending on 

what glue you use, the bricks and your 

wooden structure will be easy to sepa-

rate once the glue is set and dry. 

After that, it is a simple task to make up the other half of your struc-

ture using the same method and when all is dry to then put the 2 

halves together still using the same method. 



PRODUCT  REVIEW 
report by Tom Wolf 

I complained to a friend that while I was moving home recently, to secure my Per-
spex cases, I had to utilise some sticky tape in areas which then left a sticky resi-
due. He has written back as follows: 

 “I've tested “Orange Power Sticky Spot & Goo Dissolver" on a piece of Perspex and it 
 does not discolour it. I've used the stuff successfully on many hard to shift sticky glue resi
 dues. In a few minutes it softens and releases the glue residue and then you can just wipe 
 it off with a soft rag, and wash with water. 
 Hard to shift ones need a few applications, but it doesn't scratch the Perspex or otherwise 
 change its transparency. 
 You can buy it in Coles” 
Personally, I have not yet tried the product myself, but after that suggestion, I just had to find 
out some more about this product, conscious of previous warnings about using any more than a 
wet cloth to clean Perspex. This is the result (but you should make an enquiry from your Per-
spex provider who will give you the correct advice):  
 

Orange Power Sticky Spot & Goo Dissolver 
Features: 
 Specialty product for sticky and gooey spots 
 Dissolving spots quickly and effectively 
 Key ingredient is orange oil, leaving a natural citrus fragrance 
 Dilute with water for delicate surfaces 
  
About the Product: 
“Orange Power Sticky Spot & Goo Dissolver” relies on the natural or-
ange oil and other citrus fruit in high concentrations for its high perfor-
mance. It removes sticky label and glue residue, chewing gum, tar and 
wax, lipstick, crayon, blutack, grease and oils, fat buildup, adhesives and 
sealants. 
This specialty product is safe to use on most surfaces but care must be 
taken on delicate surfaces including leather, suede and silk, painted sur-
faces and some plastics (i.e. DVD covers) as d-Limonene (orange oil) 
works extremely quickly. It is always recommended to test the product on 
an inconspicuous spot to see if dilution is needed. 
 
Material Safety Data Sheet: 
When you research the product, you should be aware that the MSD SHEET  is available on the 
internet, in fact you should always be aware of the hazards and the ways of dealing with any 
product before you use it.  
The hazards listed in the MSD Sheet disclose that the product is: 
 Flammable 
 Irritating to eyes and skin 
 May cause sensitization by skin contact 
 Repeated exposure may cause skin dryness and cracking. 
The product should be: 
 Kept out of reach of children 
 Kept in a container in a well ventilated place 
 Kept away from sources of ignition – no smoking 
 Avoid contact with skin and eyes 
 Suitable gloves to be worn 
 If contact with eyes, rinse immediately with plenty of water and seek medical advice 

 Avoid release into the environment. Refer to special Instructions/safety data sheet.  
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BOOK REVIEW : 

“THE SHIP OF THE LINE” 

A HISTORY IN SHIP MODELS by Brian Lavery  

published in 2014 by Seaforth Publishing ISBN 978 1 84832 2141 

Book review by Mike Stevens 

This book is a history of British warships from 

the Dutch Wars in the 17th century until the end 

of the Napoleonic conflict. 

It is illustrated with models from the National 

Maritime Museum in Greenwich, the world’s 

largest collection of model ships. .  

Many of the ship models in the collection were 

produced to comply with the Navy Board's order 

that required all ship draughts for new vessels 

and repairs to be accompanied by a scale mod-

el (1716).  

The Board was made up of sea officers 

and oversaw the logistical administration of 

the Royal Navy.  

It is believed the Board used models to re-

view the appearance of proposed ships, 

including the general design, shape and 

decoration, though to what degree is not 

clear.  

Ship models were also commissioned to 

attract support and investment.  

The book is really a picture book for model 

ship builders, an enjoyable tome to flick 

through with a cup of tea … or a nip of rum 

on a cold night. 


