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NEXT CLUB MEETINGS
The next meeting will be on Sunday, 3 June 2018 at 6:30pm at
Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Rd, Ashfield unless otherwise
notified
Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion

********************************************************
The next S&T meeting of the Endeavour Group will be at the home of
Anelia and Michael Bennett at 1 Churchill Road, Rose Bay on
Saturday, 14 July 2018 from 10:00am to 12:00noon
email <mjbennett@ozemail.com.au> or phone 0411 545 770
if wishing to attend
Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion

CLUB CONTACTS YOU MAY
REQUIRE:
President:

Harry Goedings

president@smsc.org.au

Vice-Pres:

Michael Bennett

vicepresident@smsc.org.au

Treasurer:

Ralph Hannaford

treasurer@smsc.org.au

Secretary:

Mike Barton

secretary@smsc.org.au

Public Officer:

Anelia Bennett

publicofficer@smsc.org.au

Newsletter Editor:

Tom Wolf

chatterbox@smsc.org.au

ANMM Liaison:

Richard Keyes

Member Welfare

Alan Bideleux

abideleux@gmail.com

Webmaster

Maurice York

maurice@yorkfamily.id.au

FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN 2018
IT IS TIME
TO GET YOUR
MODELS
READY!
As well as catering
to our Members, we
are again inviting
members of fellow
modelling Clubs and
independent entries.
Please contact Michael Bennett on 0411 545 770 or by email
mjbennett@ozemail.com.au

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL BOAT EXPO
The Port Macquarie Model Boat Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers
Club, will take place on July

7 and 8, the first weekend of

the

NSW school holidays. If you wish to exhibit please contact to David
Connolly on 0403 865 331 or by email to <devils4detail@gmail.com>

CANBERRA EXPO
The Canberra Club will hold its next Expo at the Mount Rogers School on
the weekend of the 15th

and 16th of September 2018.

For more information please contact: Peter Hateley 0401 670 829(m) or
by email to <hpeter@webone.com.au> or contact Bob Evans 6226 8957,
or by email to <rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.

EXHIBIT AT RICHMOND
Although we encourage all our Members to attend the Canberra EXPO even if they do
not exhibit as we have a special relationship with the Canberra Club, nevertheless
Alan Bideleux has informed us about an exhibition event also to be held on on the
same weekend of the 15th

and 16th of September 2018 a little closer

to home at Richmond. Please contact Alan Bideleux (abideleux@gmail.com), it is
possible that a Club display will be set up for those not wishing to go to Canberra.
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LEON’S TIPS & TRICKS:
Hello members, in this session we will deal with Making and attaching Rope Coils . This works for me!
2
First pull
your rigging
cord through
bees wax,
this will help
knot to grip

1
The dowel here is prepared at a set
10mm, thin CA, baby shears for cutting
and a pair of forceps set in a vice.

3
Take the dowel jig and wind 8 turns
firmly on the jig

5 Place the coil into the jaws of the forceps

4

6

Pull off the coil

Make a half-granny for the knot
cont. p. 4
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cont. from p.3

8
As you tighten the cord the wax that
you put on will set the knot and stop it
from moving

7
Using both hands tie the granny
about two thirds up on the coil

9
Using a number 11 blade cover the
half-granny with a spot of CA

10 Using this technique will insure that
all your coils are the same

11 The hot glue gun is heated to the
maximum

13 Using a pair of tweezes install the
coil. The glue is clear and unnoticeable
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12

A spot of hot glue is added

14

Coils are neatly positioned

SMSC S&T at Wests Ashfield,
8th April 2018
Report by Mike Barton, photos by Anelia Bennett

Eleven starters for this Sunday evening meeting,
with our friends from the Central Coast joining us.
To start off Peter Rae gave us a talk about how the
Walk to 4 Villages activity came about.
Keith Elder,
from the Central Coast who
joined up as a
Member that
evening, had
brought along
models of the
Bounty’s Jolly Boat and
the Launch.
This led into a
lively discussion
about
some of the
early historic
Australian
ships such as Tom Thumb and Investigator, a subject that soon progressed into a discussion about
sails on models.
The common opinion was that it was not easy to
make billowing sails look realistic and in any case
billowing sails hid some of the intricate rigging. As
most models made by our Members are static
models, it was felt that it is more authentic to present the models with furled sails or no sails at all.
cont. p. 6
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cont. from p.5
Richard Keyes presented another
Woody Joe kit model that was under
construction. It is that of a higaki kaisen (or taru-kaisen) meaning "bamboo
or cask" cargo vessel. Basically these
craft were used to carry sake from Osaka to Edo (as Tokyo was formerly
known) at the end of the Shogunate period. These boats had woven bamboo
railings (higaki) along the gunwales, to
prevent the loaded casks of sake from
slipping on the unstable decks, and to
increase cargo capacity.
Because these higaki kaisen were designed for maximum loads with little thought for safety, shipwreck was
an ever-present danger. What is more, faking a shipwreck in order to allow the illegal sale of the supposedly lost cargo, was rife.

All the instructions are in Japanese and
as Richard has extreme trouble deciphering the Japanese script, he has acquired an app for his iPad to help. When the iPad is held over the script, (as if you were taking
a photo), some of the script changes to English on the screen so this sort of works.
Richard explained that
every last part of the kit
is accurately laser cut
and it all fits together
perfectly. It is a case of
assembly rather than
model making but Richard has had good fun
making it.
As a highlight by way of personal instruction, Richard also showed and demonstrated to the
meeting a quick method of setting ratlines.
cont. p. 7
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cont. from p.6
Maurice York brought along his partly constructed Mermaid and was able to get some
valuable assistance from Gary Renshaw with
regards to setting the first layer of planks. This
is not the usual mathematical method, but relies

on placing a plank against the previous glued
one and bending it against the shape of the
bulkheads while allowing it to run up over the
glued plank. This overlap is marked with a
pencil and then the overlap on the glued
plank is removed.
Mike
Barton displayed his partly completed Duyfken, a Modellers Central kit that he brought along to the last Endeavour Group as a bare skeleton. Although he feels
that he has not done too much work on it in the meantime, the first layer of planks is nearly complete. Mike
stated that although the first layer of planks is not seen
as it is covered, he tries to do them accurately as they
can be used as a guide for the second layer of planks.

cont. p. 8
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cont. from p.7
Michael Bennett again wowed us with his miniature HMS Sirius, just as well that he brings along a
magnifying glass to view his models. Michael has
finished fastening the hanks of rope over the belay
pins.

Members will recall that each exhibitor at the S&T should send a note of the displayed model
with an explanation of what was being displayed at the meeting to the Chatterbox editors. Unless this has been done only a skeleton explanation is given in this report.
As for this report, as neither your Editor or assistant editor Mike Kelly could attend, we are particularly grateful to Mike Barton and Anelia Bennett for providing the report and the photos for
publication.
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Endeavour Group S&T Meeting,
19th May 2018
Report by Tom Wolf, photos by Anelia Bennett, Dach Hall and Tom Wolf
Eight members with spouses came to Katoomba for a BBQ social. S&T at Harry Goedings’
home, a wonderful time was had by all. The Endeavour Group meetings are hosted in their
homes by Club Members and is a perfect opportunity to get the feel of how other modellers operate and are usually very comfortable and relaxing for the few modellers who attend the meetings. It is still relatively surprising to realize how few SMSC Members are taking advantage of
the opportunity to attend these meetings – a LOT of modelling procedures are discussed and
questions answered for those modellers who attend. So, this is yet another invitation to the
general membership (as well as to visitors) regardless of the extent of experience to come
along with or without models. You will be surprised at the variety of subject matter being discussed in a very casual atmosphere, the details of all Endeavour Group meetings are notified
in Chatterbox.
We heard about the progress Gary Renshaw was making after his recent stroke and we wish
him a speedy and full recovery.
Richard Keyes brought along his higaki kaisen
(Japanese cargo ship) Since the April Club
meeting, Richard has virtually completed the
model including the rigging and the sail.

The question pondered by the meeting was
why there were so many sheets at the foot of
the sail and the general consensus was
“because the kitmaker designed the kit this
way”.
In previous issues of Chatterbox we reported on
Richard building an Amati model of the Mississippi steam paddler “Robert E. Lee”. Ever impulsive, Richard brought along his part-built
model to hand over the build to a willing volunteer. It was explained that the model kit was
provided to Richard by Gary Renshaw of Modellers Central on the proviso that the completed
model would then be a raffle prize. As Richard
explained, he had lost interest in the model and
Harry Goedings agreed to complete the model
build on those conditions, and he found a volunteer in Harry Goedings. WE LOOK FORWARD
TO SEEING THE COMPLETED MODEL!!
cont. p. 10
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cont. from p.9
Mike Barton brought along his
DUYFKEN (model in progress).
Again he stated that the progress
is quite slow. He has completed
the first layer of planks and partly
sanded the hull. This sanding
neatly removed a small crack in
one of the ply bulwarks, however
he realises that some filling of
other low areas must occur before the second layer of planks is
fastened. In this model the decking is represented by laser
marks.
According the plans, the deck is stained once in place. The staining that was done was too yellow for Mike’s liking and as he enjoys the process of laying the deck plank, he has decided to
use the laser marks as a guide and plank the deck to cover the yellowish stain. Mike said that
he would be very pleased if he gets the second layer of planks on and the decking completed
before the next S & T.
Our host, Harry Goedings then asked the question that has puzzled many a modeller. In building
his “Lady Nelson” the instructions did not go so
far as to tell him how high above the deck he
should put the plywood sides with the gunports.

The meeting considered this question for a
very short time before Harry was advised that
he should first assemble one of the cannons
that would be installed at a later time and to
install the plywood side in such a way that the
cannon would be totally centred within the
gunport hole.
cont. p. 11
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cont. from p.10
With magnifying glass in hand, Michael
Bennett
displayed
the
miniscule gunport lids he intends to
install on his HMS Sirius.

And finally, Tom Wolf brought along a book he recently purchase on eBay, titled HM Bark Endeavour by Ray Parkin. On
first blush the book appears to be well researched and accurate
and gives a detailed account of the ship sailed by Cook along
with a log of the voyage of discovery. Tom hopes to do a complete book report in due course.
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4 Villages Walk Day,
Sunday, 6 May 2018
Report by mike Barton
The 4-Villages Walk through Kincumber, Yattalunga, Saratoga and Davistown,
was organised by the Rotary Club of Kincumber, the walk aimed to enhance
awareness of the Shipbuilder’s Memorial on the Kincumber foreshore and to increase
knowledge of the environmental and heritage value of the four villages that were at the core of
the region’s ship building industry.
There were five historical displays that highlight the history of shipbuilding in the area, starting
with the Aboriginal bark boats by the Darkinjung people, with additional displays at Kincumber
Hotel, and a sculpture on the water reserve by Central Coast artist, John Woulfe. Davistown
Progress Hall also exhibited a model railway, a Gosford Library shipbuilders display and a
Brisbane Water Historical Society display.
The entry fee of $5 was charged per person
with children free if accompanied by an adult
and light refreshments could be purchased
along the walk. This walk is very family friendly
as it is on a wide level path. Throughout the
day a lot of the public arrived on bicycles or
scooters.
SMSC was represented by Michael and Anelia
Bennett, Harry Goedings, Alan Bideleux and
Mike Barton. The four trestle tables that were
used for our models and advertising material
looked most impressive and this was evident
from the interest shown by the public.

Harry displayed his ATLANTIS fishing vessel (used in the Mediterranean waters) and the LADY NELSON which is a work in progress. Michael Bennett displayed two of his miniatures;
RMS ORIENT and RMS ORONTES. Alan brought along his work in progress, MERMAID with
all the instructions and components. Mike Barton displayed his PORT JACKSON SCHOONER
and DUYFKEN with its first layer of planks. Both this and Alan’s MERMAID gave the public a
good idea of how these models are constructed. Anelia was our project manager organising
the layout of the tables and supplying all the promotional material.
Beside our marquee a young uni student played the guitar, she sang a variety of songs and
although she had her own amp, was not in the least bit overpowering. This certainly added a
nice touch to our area. We all agreed that it was a “feel good day” as the weather was perfect
(sunny and not too cool) and everyone was so friendly. Our club hopes to be there again next
year.
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MODEL REVIEW
-HMS SOVEREIGN OF THE SEAS
Photos by Anelia Bennett and Tom Wolf, report by Tom Wolf
There’s a model most modellers steer away from
simply because you either have to pay for a kit or if
you decide to scratch build you end up carving
hundreds of decorations (or both if you end up
modifying a kit).
Of course, I am referring to HMS Sovereign of the
Seas which was a 17th-century warship ordered
on the personal initiative of Charles I as a 90-gun
first-rate ship of the line of the English Royal Navy
(but at launch on 13 October 1637 was armed with
102 bronze guns at the insistence of the king).
It was later renamed Sovereign in 1651 (at the
time of the Commonwealth), and then Royal Sovereign in 1685 (after the Restoration). The
ship served from 1638 until 1697, when a fire burned the ship to the waterline at Chatham.
She was the most extravagantly decorated warship in the Royal Navy, completely adorned
from stern to bow with gilded carvings against a black background. The money spent making
her helped to create the financial crisis for Charles I that contributed to the English Civil War.
Charles had imposed a special tax, the 'Ship Money', a tax of medieval origin assessed typically on the inhabitants of coastal areas of England (it was one of several taxes that English monarchs could levy by prerogative without the approval of Parliament).
Because of the number of bronze cannon, at the time she was the most powerfully armed ship
in the world.
Sovereign of the Seas had 118 gun ports but only 102 guns. The shape of the bow meant that
the foremost gun ports on the lower gun deck were blocked by the anchor cable.
Because of its long active life there are many places where information can be found, including plans for the build. Amati has
a set of detailed model plans for sale
If however you decide to go towards investing in a kit, there are 2
advertised on the Net, namely

deAgostini

deAgostini Scale - 1:84 (also
sometimes referred to as the
“newsagent kit” as it was issued
through 135 instalments of a magazine you could purchase at your local newsagent. It is now available
as a full kit rather than by instalmentst)
Mantua - Sergal Scale - 1:78

As for cost, at the time of writing this article, each of the kits was
being advertised for about $2,000 with cast metal decorations.

Mantua - Sergal
cont. p. 14
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cont. from p.13
So, there it is, or so you think. That is where
Janos Nemeth is different to the rest of the
modellers in SMSC
At the March S&T the history as recounted
here was discussed while Janos exhibited the
SoS model he is building. Apart from the keel,
for which he used the kit, the rest is customised and scratch built. Although the model remains part built, photos provided by Janos taken April 30 will give our readers an insight of
what the finished model will look like.

- 14 -

NELSON TURNING A ‘BLIND EYE’
report by Tom Wolf
We have often heard (and probably used) the expression
of “turning a blind eye” to an event. It comes about when we see
something but ignore it, the expression is attributed to Horatio Nelson
during the first Battle of Copenhagen in 1801.
This was the first of two battles of Copenhagen, it saw the British
fleet under the command of Admiral Sir Hyde Parker with Vice Admiral Horatio Nelson second-in-charge, fight a huge Danish fleet anchored just off Copenhagen on 2 April 1801.
The Danish fleet at the inlet of the Copenhagen harbour formed a
blockade preventing the British fleet from entering the harbour. The
Danish mainly used older ships not meant to sail in the sea as blockades and bastions on both side of the harbour inlet.
The battle was the result of multiple failures of diplomacy in the latter half of the 18th century.
At the beginning of 1801, during the French Revolutionary Wars, Britain's principal advantage
over France was its naval superiority. The Royal Navy searched neutral ships trading with
French ports, seizing their cargoes if they were deemed to be trading with France. The Russian
Tsar Paul, having previously been a British ally, arranged a League of Armed Neutrality comprising Denmark, Sweden, Prussia, and Russia, to enforce free trade with France, this was
viewed by the British to be very much in the French interest and a serious threat..
In early 1801, the British government assembled a fleet with the goal of breaking up the
League. The British needed to act before the Baltic Sea thawed and released the Russian fleet
from its bases as if the Russian fleet joined with the Swedish and Danish fleets, the combined
fleets would form a formidable force of up to 123 ships-of-the-line.
Frustrated by Parker’s delay, Nelson pulled strings, which resulted in the fleet sailing on 12
March. Parker was ordered to go to Copenhagen and detach Denmark from the League by
'amicable arrangement or by actual hostilities', to be followed by 'an immediate and vigorous
attack' on the Russians.
Although all diplomatic ultimatums failed and Parker’s orders were to frustrate the League, by
force if necessary, he was a naturally cautious person and moved slowly. He wanted to blockade the Baltic despite the danger of the combination of fleets; Nelson wanted to ignore Denmark and Sweden, who were both reluctant partners in the alliance, and instead sail to the Baltic to fight the Russians.
In the end Nelson was able to persuade Parker to attack the Danish fleet then concentrated off
Copenhagen. Sweden’s promised naval support for the Danes did not arrive and the Prussians
had only minimal naval forces and also could not assist.
Attacking the Danish fleet would have been difficult as Parker's delay in sailing had allowed the
Danes to prepare their positions well. Most of the Danish ships were not fitted for sea but were
moored along the shore with old ships (hulks), no longer fit for service at sea, but still powerfully armed, as a line of floating batteries in front of the city in the King's Channel.
cont. p. 16
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cont. from p. 15
The northern end of the line terminated at the Tre Kroner forts armed with 68 guns (equal to
twice the broadside of a ship-of-the-line). North of the fort, in the entrance to Copenhagen harbour, were two ships-of-the-line, a large frigate, and two brigs, all rigged for sea, and two more
hulks. Batteries covered the water between the Danish line and the shore, and out to sea a
large shoal constricted the channel and the British had no reliable charts or pilots and the British ships were not able to locate the deepest part of the channel properly and so kept too far
to seaward.
Parker gave Nelson 12 ships-of-the-line with the shallowest
drafts, and all the smaller ships in the fleet, while he stayed to the
north-east of the battle with the heavier ships (whose deeper
drafts did not allow them to safely enter the channel) screening
Nelson from possible external interference, and moving towards
Copenhagen to engage the northern defences. Nelson transferred his command from the large 98-gun HMS St George to the
shallower 74-gun HMS Elephant for this reason.
Nelson’s reconnoitre of the Danish defences at Copenhagen
found the defences to be strong. Fixed batteries had a significant
advantage over ship borne cannon owing to their greater stability
and larger guns, and the Danes could reinforce their ships during
the battle. On the other hand, their ships were a motley collection,
many of them small, and out-gunned if engaged by the whole of
Nelson's force.
Nelson's plan was for the British ships
to approach the weaker (southern) end
of the Danish defences in a line parallel
to the Danish one. As the foremost ship
drew alongside a Danish ship, it would
anchor and engage that ship. The remainder of the line would pass outside
the engagement until the next British
ship drew alongside the next Danish
ship, and so on. The frigate
HMS Desirée, together with small gunbrigs, would rake the Danish line from
the south, and a force of frigates including HMS Amazon, would attack the
northern end of the line.
Troops would land and assault the Tre Kroner fortress once the fleet had subdued the Danish
line of ships. Bomb vessels would sit outside the British line and bombard the Danes by firing
over it. Should the British be unable to subdue the stronger, northern defences, the destruction of the southern ships would be enough to allow the bomb vessels to approach within
range of the city and force negotiations to prevent the bombardment of the city.
When action started on 2 April, Nelson picked his way through the shoals.
cont. p. 17
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cont. from p.16
However, HMS Agamemnon ran aground before entering the channel, and took no part in the
battle. Then HMS Russell and HMS Bellona ran aground severely restricting their role in the
battle. The loss of the three vessels required hurried changes in the line and weakened the
force's northern end.
The Danish batteries started firing at 10:05 am, the first half of the British fleet were engaged
in about half an hour, and the battle was general by 11:30 am. Once the British line was in
place there was very little manoeuvring.
The British ships anchored by the stern about a cable from the line of Danish ships and batteries, which was relatively long range, and they exchanged broadsides until a ship ceased firing. The British encountered heavy resistance because of the courage with which the Danes
fought.
At 1 pm, the battle was still in full swing but
Admiral Parker could see little of the battle
owing to gun smoke, but could see the signals
on the three grounded British ships, with Bellona and Russell flying signals of distress and
Agamemnon a signal of inability to proceed.
Thinking that Nelson might have fought to a
stand-still but might be unable to retreat without orders (the Articles of War demanded that
all ranks 'do their utmost' against the enemy in
battle), at 1:30pm Parker told his flag captain:
"I will make the signal of recall for Nelson's sake. If he is in condition to continue the
action, he will disregard it; if he is not, it will be an excuse for his retreat and no blame
can be imputed to him."
Nelson ordered that the signal be acknowledged, but not repeated. He turned to his flag captain, Thomas Foley, and holding his telescope to his blind eye, said said:
"You know, Foley, I only have one eye — I have the right to be blind sometimes, I really
do not see the signal!”
It was at this time that the battle swung decisively to the British, as their superior gunnery took
effect. The guns of the dozen southernmost Danish ships had started to fall silent owing to the
damage they had sustained, and the fighting moved northward. According to British accounts,
much of the Danish line had fallen silent by 2 pm. The cessation of firing left the way open for
the British bomb vessels to approach Copenhagen.
Perhaps because of inexperienced crews, several Danish ships fired on British boats sent out
to them after their officers had signalled their surrender. Nelson said that he "must either send
on shore and stop this irregular proceeding, or send in our fire ships and burn them" and went
to his cabin to write a note which he sent under a flag of truce to the Danish-Norwegian regent, Crown Prince Frederik, who had been watching the battle from the ramparts of the Citadel. The note read:
cont. p.18
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cont. from p. 17
“Lord Nelson has directions to spare Denmark when she is no longer resisting, but if firing is continued on the part of Denmark, Lord Nelson will be obliged to set on fire the
floating batteries he has taken, without having the power of saving the brave Danes who
have defended them.”
The offer of a truce was clever as at
this time many of the British ships,
like many of the Danish ships in the
battle, could not carry on fighting
much longer. Neither side had deployed the ships which they both
held in reserve, of which the Danish
reserve was arguably the larger,
and the truce effectually prevented
this deployment at a moment where
the British fleet was exposed.
Though the British had lost no
ships, most were severely damaged, just like the Danish ships.
After an exchange of notes, at 4 pm a twenty-four-hour ceasefire was agreed. The DanishNorwegian ships had been partly manned by volunteers, many having little or no naval experience, and as they were not all listed after the battle, it is uncertain what the exact DanishNorwegian losses were.
Estimates vary between 1,135 and 2,215 captured, killed or wounded. The official report estimated the Danish-Norwegian casualties to be between 1,600 and 1,800 captured, killed or
wounded.
According to the official returns recorded by each British ship, and repeated in dispatches from
Nelson and forwarded by Parker to the Admiralty, British casualties were 963 killed and wounded.
The next day, Nelson landed in Copenhagen to open negotiations. In a two-hour meeting with
the Crown Prince (who spoke English), Nelson was able to secure an indefinite armistice, partly
because by that time the British ships had been positioned in such a way as to be able to fire on
and destroy the city if ordered to do so.
Nelson then tried to convince the Danes of British protection against the Russians. Negotiations
continued by letter and on 8 April Nelson returned in person with a formal agreement with 7
conditions.
The one sticking point out of the seven articles was a sixteen-week armistice to allow action
against the Russians, so the armistice was reduced to fourteen weeks, but during it Armed Neutrality would be suspended and the British were to have free access to Copenhagen.
The Danes ended up agreeing to this, they had become aware of the fact (and the British didn’t
know until after the agreement was signed) that Tsar Paul had been assassinated in Russia
and that the League of Armed Neutrality was about to be come void.
cont. p. 19
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cont. from p. 18
On 12 April, Parker sailed
to Sweden and on the British approach, the Swedish
fleet returned to port where
Parker attempted to persuade them to also leave
the League. Parker refused to sail into the eastern Baltic and instead returned to Copenhagen,
where he found that news
of his lack of vigour had
reached London. On 5
May, he was recalled and
ordered to hand his command over to Nelson. Nelson sailed
eastwards
again and, leaving six ships-of-the-line in Sweden, he arrived at the Russian port of Tallinn on
14 May to find that the ice had melted and the Russian fleet had departed, so he withdrew on
17 May.
As a result of the battle, Lord Nelson was created ‘Viscount Nelson of the Nile’.
This was not to be the end of the Danish-Norwegian conflict with the British. In 1807, similar
circumstances led to another British attack, in the Second Battle of Copenhagen, but of
course by then Nelson had died in October 1805 at the Battle of Trafalgar.
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all
over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Midwest
Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report “ and by arrangement
and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the authors, we reprint the following article from their May 2018 issue.

Scratch Built Chain
Plates
- by Bob Jensen
Chain plates are not a common subject when it
comes to topic of discussion but Bob outlined his
procedure in a very efficient and informative manner. He broke the technique down into several
easy steps, and utilized a simple fixture that would help ensure that these delicate assemblies
were as consistent as possible.
The chain plates that Bob described were composed of four components. They are listed in
the accompanying illustration on the left. The deadeye binding, also
called a strop, was made from a cut piece of brass tubing. After annealing the ring, it was squeezed around the deadeye to the shape
shown in the illustration.
For the preventer links,
Bob used the ones supplied with kits. The most
challenging piece turned
out to be the toe link.
Using a jig shown on the
right, Bob was able to cut
the wire to a consistent
length, and bend it around
the pin located in the centre of the fixture.

He then placed the protruding ends of the
wire in a vice, and compressed the ends so
they were flat.
cont. p. 21
- 20 -

cont. from p. 20
Bob wanted this flat area to be a little thinner, so he
placed the piece between an anvil and a steel
block, which he struck a few times with a hammer.
Using the shoulder where the flat begins as a reference point, Bob then soldered a small ring in place.

He then filed it to the proper shape, and
drilled the required hole.
Over eighty of these pieces were required for
the model he was building (“Victory”)
As stated earlier, the preventer links supplied
with the kit seemed adequate, so Bob decided to use them for his model.

The fourth, and final piece was the middle link.
Bob stated that the distance between the deadeye strop and toe plate/preventer link assembly
can increase as you move further aft on a
channel, and it is the middle link that compensates for this. In the photo on the right, Bob is
temporarily placing the two subassemblies in
position, so he can measure the distance between them.
The middle link is then formed to the required
length, blackened, and connected to the other pieces. The gap in the middle link was almost imperceptible, so Bob opted not to solder it.
What is described and called a “preventer link” in this article by its American author is sometimes called a “chain link” supplied with some kits and sold retail in Australia… Ed
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SOUND OF MUSIC OR SOUND OF
SILENT SERVICE?
Report by Tom Wolf
Made familiar to the general public in the movie “The
Sound of Music”, we all became aware of how much the
Nazis wanted an obscure Austrian naval officer to become part of the German Navy. We were never told and it
was never indicated or explained what made this naval
officer so special that such incredible manpower and energy was expended in chasing him all over the mountainside near Salzburg.
Well, the truth is that Captain Georg Johannes Ritter von
Trapp (4 April 1880 – 30 May 1947), became one of the
most successful submarine commanders in the AustroHungarian Imperial and Royal Navy during World War I
by sinking 13 Allied ships.
He was born in Zara (now Zadar) in the Kingdom of Dalmatia which was then part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, his father was a successful naval officer in the Imperial and Royal Austro-Hungarian Navy. He inherited his father’s minor baronacy (actually
“Ritter” - a knighthood)
In 1894, aged fourteen, the young von Trapp followed in his father's footsteps and joined the
Imperial and Royal Austro-Hungarian Navy, entering the naval academy at Fiume (now Rijeka). He graduated four years later and completed two years of follow-on training voyages, including one to Australia.
In 1900 he was assigned to the armoured cruiser “SMS Kaiserin und Königin Maria Theresia”
and was decorated for his
performance during the
Boxer Rebellion.
In 1902 he passed the final
officer's examination before
becoming fascinated by
submarines, and in 1908
von Trapp seized the opportunity to be transferred to
the navy's newly formed
submarine arm, or U-bootWaffe.
In 1910 he was given command of the newly constructed “SM U-6”.
cont. p.23
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cont. from p.22
On 17 April 1915, von Trapp took command of “SM U-5” and conducted nine
combat patrols then on 8 June 1916,
von Trapp was transferred to SM U-14
which had previously been a French
submarine sunk and salvaged by the
Austrian Navy.
von Trapp conducted ten more war patrols, until, in May 1918, he was promoted to Korvettenkapitän (equal to
Lieutenant commander) and given
command of the submarine base in the Gulf of Kotor. At the end of the fighting in 1918, von
Trapp's wartime record stood at 19 war patrols; 11 cargo vessels, plus a French armoured
cruiser and an Italian submarine, with 1 Greek cargo
vessel captured.
He became a national hero and was very highly decorated, among other honours, he received the Knight's
Cross of the Military Order of Maria Theresa, the highest award that can be given to an Austrian in wartime.
The end of World War I saw the defeat and collapse of
the Austro-Hungarian Empire. In the process, Austria
was reduced in size to its land-locked Germanspeaking heartlands, thus losing its sea-coasts, and
had no further need for a navy, leaving von Trapp
without a vocation or employment. It was at this time
he moved with his family to Salzburg.
The family came under increasing persecution from
the Nazis after the Anschluss (Austria’s annexation to
Germany in March 1938), when von Trapp refused a
commission in the German Navy due to his opposition
to Nazi ideology. He also refused an invitation to sing (with his family) at Hitler’s birthday party.
Rightfully fearing arrest, von Trapp fled with his family. The movie deviated from truth in many
ways (including dates) but its biggest deviation from the true story is the way the family's
“escape” is portrayed in the film. The family did not secretly escape over the Alps to freedom in
Switzerland carrying their suitcases and musical instruments. They actually left Austria by train
and their friends and relatives were informed of their decision.
Also the von Trapps travelled to Italy not to Switzerland. Since between the two World Wars
the city of Zara had become part of the Kingdom of Italy, von Trapp was entitled to Italian citizenship which he used on his escape from Austria.
From Italy the family then moved to the United States, where von Trapp set up a farm., He did
live to see the Nazis defeated, but on May 30th 1947, Georg died from lung cancer, brought on
from the toxic fumes emitted during his time with submarines during WWI.
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As a space-filler I thought I might include this photo I took in 2006 of the main mast
of HMS Victory in Portsmouth. The rigging is astounding!
… Ed
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