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SEASON’S 

GREETINGS 

The Committee of SMSC wish all our Members 
and readers a very Merry Christmas and a happy 

New Year. 
We wish that your Holiday Season be filled with 
the love and joy of your family and friends, lots 
of health, happiness prosperity and well being, 
and that your stockings be filled with heaps of 

great modelling stuff. 

LAST SMSC MEETING FOR 2018 
The next meeting will be on Sunday, 2 December 2018  at 

6:30pm at Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield  
unless otherwise notified.  

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion. 
 

At the conclusion of  this meeting, please join us for a lovely meal and the 
company of your fellow  members and partners in the Club’s Bistro at $10 

p/p cost to members which includes free raffle tickets for prizes on the 
night. Help us celebrate an early Xmas, we look forward to seeing you at 

the meeting. 

*********************************************** 
NEXT YEAR’S FIRST SMSC MEETING  

The February 2019 meeting of SMSC will be on 

 Sunday, 3 February 2019 at 6:30pm at Wests Ashfield, 115 
Liverpool Road, Ashfield unless otherwise notified . 

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion 

SMSC CLUB MEETINGS 
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PRESIDENT’S CHRISTMAS 
MESSAGE 

Once again we start to draw towards the end of another year and look back on 
what the club has done in the past 12 months.  
Our club continues to move forward adding new members to the hobby due in no 

small part to the unbelievably successful Expo that was held this year at Sandringham, which 
saw our best numbers of visitors ever.   
In addition, the club has gained exposure at a number of other hobby shows and fairs at Rich-
mond, Rooty Hill, Port Macquarie and Canberra.  
To those members who take the time to travel to these locations, display models and promote 
our club, a big thank you! These shows are not a huge commitment when spread across many 
members and it would be wonderful to see some of you that haven’t exhibited at venues other 
than our club Expo to come along. Even if you aren’t exhibiting a model, you can assist promo-
tion of the club and we would love to have you on board. 
To the committee of the club, a huge thank you for your work this year. Our focus of spending 
minimal  time on administration (meetings) and more on the hobby works well and ‘show and 
tell’ after our bi-monthly meetings is always interesting and a great way to see what people are 
doing, as well as gaining  new ideas and innovations to address problems with ship building. 
To those of our members who have suffered ill health during the year, I hope that the ensuing 
2019 sees you healthy once more and back into ship building with gusto!  
Finally, a huge vote of thanks to our Editor of Chatterbox, Tom Wolf. What a wonderful publi-
cation it is! But remember, there are lots of members and we need more input by way of sto-
ries and photos of the projects you are working on to feature in Chatterbox. Next time you start 
a project, take some piccys as you proceed and on finalisation, share your project with our 
readers. We’d love to see them. 
I trust you all have a wonderful Christmas celebrating the festive season with family and/or 
friends and look forward to seeing you and your projects in 2019. 
 

Happy modelling! 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN 2019 

PORT  MACQUARIE  MODEL  BOAT  EXPO  
The Port Macquarie Model Boat Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers Club, 

will take place on 13th and 14th July 2019, the second 

weekend of the NSW school holidays. 

If you would like to exhibit with fellow SMSC Members at the 2019 exhibition at a 

SMSC Club display, please let Alan Bideleux (abideleux@gmail.com) know by 12th 

May 2019 how many models you wish to exhibit in the scale model ships category of 

display as we need to inform the organisers how many tables we require since we are 

an indoor exhibit and indoor space is strictly limited. 

Alternatively if you wish to exhibit as an independent exhibitor, please direct all en-

quiries to David Connolly on 0403 865 331 or by email to <devils4detail@gmail.com>  

CANBERRA  EXPO  
The Canberra Club has not yet informed us of the date of the 2019 Expo.   
For more information please contact:  Peter Hateley 0401 670 829(m) or 
by email to  <hpeter@webone.com.au> or contact Bob Evans 6226 8957, 
or by email to  <rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.    

SMSC EXPO ‘19 
will be held at the Georges River 16ft 

Sailing Club on 

24 –25 August 2019  
As well as catering to our Members, members of fel-
low modelling Clubs as well as independent entries are 
invited. Contact Michael Bennett on 0411 545 770 or 

by email mjbennett@ozemail.com.au 

EXHIBIT  AT  RICHMOND 

We encourage all our Members to attend the Canberra EXPO even if they do not ex-

hibit, however there may be an exhibition a little closer to home at Richmond in Sep-

tember 2019. Please contact Alan Bideleux (abideleux@gmail.com),  it is possible that 

a Club display will be set up for those not wishing to go to Canberra. 

SYDNEY SCALE MODEL EXPO 2019 

Scale Model Show open to everyone is to be held in October 2019 on 
a date to be advised. For more information please contact:  

www.sydneyscalemodelshow.net or <sydneyscalemodelshow@gmail.com> 
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PLEASE KEEP YOUR PROMISE, 

The Editors 

A RANT BY YOUR EDITORS 

The editorial team wishes all our readers a very happy New Year and 
sincerely hope that 2019 will fulfil all your wishes, aspirations, dreams 
and desires. 
Last year was a very active year at SMSC with many wonderful pro-

jects finished by our readers, we saw many of them at the EXPO, and we man-
aged to get a little write-up about some of them in Chatterbox.  
As the editorial team, we also received compliments from home and abroad for 
the quality of Chatterbox, the compliments we received have really made our job 
so much more pleasing. We are indeed pleased that our hard work pleases so 
many of you. Each issue of Chatterbox takes up about 50 hours of our time and 
we have asked you, our readers, to contribute material so that much of this time 
could be devoted by the Editors to our own pursuit of this wonderful hobby in-
stead of researching articles. 
We know that our plea is not falling on deaf ears because every time we raise 
the question of contributions in discussions with members, we are assured that 
articles will flow freely to us. We are actually assured that an article is on its way 
but somehow it doesn’t materialise. It can’t all be the fault of the postal service 
or the internet provider. 
Well, guess what! We are not getting the articles promised and you can see this 
by how many of our articles are “borrowed” from other Clubs’ newsletters or re-
searched by the editors. 
It is no longer funny, it is embarrassing. We respect “Chatterbox” too much to 
make the idle threat that we will stop publishing, but YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 
 

NOW THAT’S OFF OUR CHEST … 
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SEPTEMBER ENDEAVOUR GROUP 
By Mike Barton 

Although this S&T had been notified that it was not proceeding, as there was some 
interest it went ahead anyway at the home of Angela and Mike Barton. Only Mau-
rice York, Anelia and Michael Bennett and Mike Barton were present, possibly due 

to the late notice given. 
Mike Barton started off by giving an account of his progress with the Duyfken. He has been 
planking the decks and has joggled the planks on the poop deck and bow area, but could see 
a problem arising when joggling the planks on the main deck as the planks approach the bul-
warks in the middle of the deck. Here the deck planks and bulwark edge are nearly parallel. 
Michael Bennett sketched a solution but this wasn’t really satisfactory and it was suggested 
that Janos Nemeth be consulted as to how had overcome the problem. 

Although Maurice York did not bring his model along he came armed with many photos of a 
incredible maritime museum in Spain. 
Michael Bennett again wowed us with his Sirius . 
Anelia videoed the presentations and this will form part of a reference for our members in the 
future. 

Joggling of the poop deck  Joggling of the bow area  
Problem area between 

clamps and bulwark  

JANOS NEMETH’S LATEST WORKS 
Janos has submitted photos of his latest carvings. 
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CANBERRA MODEL SHIP EXPO’18 
Report by Mike Kelly 

A warm welcome was extended to the five SMSC members from Bob Evans and 
other members of the Canberra Model Shipwrights Society at their annual show held on the 
15

th
 and 16

th
 September. On display were approximately 149 models by 26 exhibitors. 

Task Force 72 set up their display of 
approximately 44 models, comprising 
of corvettes, MTBs, tugs, landing craft 
and submarines in a classroom off the 
main hall. 

SMSC was represented by Michael Bennett, Richard Keyes, Janos Nemeth, Gary Renshaw 
and Michael Kelly. 
Michael Bennett brought along his miniature fleet 
comprising of the following; H.M.S. Royal Sover-
eign, H.M.S. Lion, Tender and tug Scorcher, Ori-
ent, Orontes, James Craig and Mauretania. 

 
 
 
 
A neat display of five models plus an assortment of 
stern and figurehead carvings by Janos Nemeth had 
visitors amazed at the absolute accuracy of the intri-
cate carvings. The five models by Janos were Le 
Canot Imperial, Royal Yacht Caroline, H.M.S Rattle-
snake, Caraca Atlantica and Duyfken. 

cont. p.7 
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cont. from p.6 

Richard Keyes 
displayed four 
models including 
Port Jackson and 
John Oxley.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A cross section model of the Sirius was shown by Gary 
Renshaw the latest in his series of models produced by 
Modellers Central. 

 
Michael Kelly brought along four ships in bottles, 
Aorangi and Carpathia plus two sailing ships.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ACT Scale Modellers Society had a large 
selection of boxed models on display as well as 
three members working on current projects. 
 

 
Rob Lees travelled down from Port Macquarie with 
half a dozen radio controlled models, H.M.S Beagle, 
H.M.S. Response and a WW2 Liberty ship which he 
served on when it belonged to the Bank Line, the 
ship was called Ivybank.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ross Balderson is making a model diorama of 
Newcastle rail yard set in 1899, Ross is not a 
model ship man but has made three model tugs 
with lights and was working on a tramp steamer. 
The material used in the construction of the mod-
els was styrene sheets. 
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The Clarendon Classic Toy and Hobby 
Show, Hawkesbury Showgrounds – 

September 15 – 16, 2018 
Report by Alan Bideleux 

Fine weather brought a large number of visitors to the show held  just outside Richmond on 
this weekend. Run in conjunction with the NSW Antique Machinery Club and some other 
smaller groups, there was a great deal to see and do. 
The Toy and Hobby section was housed in the Phillip Charley Pavilion and our Club was well 
represented – President Harry Goedings, Secretary Mike Barton,  Alan Bideleux, Piotr Kolacz-
kowski among others and the models displayed attracted a great deal of interest.  The Sydney 
Scale Modellers Club and Hubertus Club were also on show. 
The numbers were down this year but we still managed to recruit on the day. If attendance at 
events like this can produce just 1 new member then the time has not been wasted. 
Events like this unearth a great number of people who either  

a. had started a model ages ago but gave up – it was too hard and there was nowhere to 
go for advice 

b. have an inherited a model they would like someone to repair 
c. people who would love to take up a hobby of any kind but do not have time. 

We endeavour to turn them around by telling them about the Club and hope they may give 
some thought to it and eventually join.  At least we are becoming known to many people who 
otherwise would never have known we existed. 
This annual show sadly runs at a time when the Canberra guys are holding their Expo and the 
dates are always very close together.  Your club is anxious to ensure a high level of sup-
port for the Canberra weekend because they always support us so strongly.  Richmond 
however is a lot closer and more convenient for many so next year please make Canberra 
your priority and Richmond your plan B. 
As a novice modeller myself, I gained much understanding and knowledge from Secretary 
Mike over the two days so this can be looked on as a training workshop for our members. 
I have asked the organisers to send me details of the 2019 Classic as soon as the dates are 
fixed so we can start planning our attendance early. We need to be sure we have enough 
space.   
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cont. p.10 

 CLUB MEETING S&T on 7 October, 
2018 at Wests Ashfield 

Photos and report by Mike Kelly 
The S&T was attended by eight members and five guest, 

First was a joint showing of Richard Keyes and Mike Barton’s models of Duyfken. Tom Wolf 
gave short history of the ship and its place in Australian and Dutch history. 
Richard pointed out some fragile parts of the 
model, especially the tops of the frames, Mike 
agreed saying he had broken a couple. Richard 
came up with a solution, by placing a secondary 
post behind the original if the top of the frame 
broke off he moves the secondary one forward. 
The pawl on the windlass was made from the 
drive belt of a CD player (don’t throw anything 
away you never know when it may come in 
handy). Mike explained how he had successful-
ly used the joggling method of planking at the bow and stern. The reasons for joggling planking 
on original ships decks were discussed, it was to stop the ends of deck planks splitting. The 
models were displayed in the folds of a sheet of bubble wrap which prevents the model from 
rolling and becoming damaged. 

New member Kayne Davie brought along a cou-
ple of kits he has started, Artesania Latina Scot-
tish Maid and Panart Victory. 
Kayne explained he had put a square transom 
instead of a rounded one on Scottish Maid. 
Members suggested he carry on and call it 
something else, i.e. typical schooner of the peri-
od, or attempt to rework the transom.  

To assist with plank bending Tom Wolf ex-
plained his plank bending board, a board with 
rows and rows of holes drilled into a board in 
which you fit pegs to bend planking timbers. Bendy beech and privet were also suggested for 
their flexibility. Kayne then showed the hull of Victory, but with his commitments although he 
does spend time on each model, he has not put a time estimate on finishing the models. 

Stan Brown’s next project is to fin-
ish a Billings model of the Canadian 
schooner Bluenose. 
Bluenose was a fishing and rac-
ing gaff rigged schooner built in 
1921 in Novia Scotia Canada. A cel-
ebrated racing ship and fishing ves-
sel, Bluenose under the command 
of Angus Walters became a provin-
cial icon for Nova Scotia and an im-

portant Canadian symbol in the 1930s, serving as a working vessel until she was wrecked in 
1946. Nicknamed the "Queen of the North Atlantic", she was later commemorated by 
a replica Bluenose ll built in 1963. The name Bluenose originated as a nickname for Nova 
Scotians from as early as the late 18th century.  
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cont. from p.9 

Stan also showed a picture of a lifeboat be-
ing launched in storm conditions. The life-
boat has the name Quiver on it.   

The Quiver was a lifeboat magazine and also the Quiver medal was awarded for bravery.  
Quiver carried appeals to raise funds for various good causes – and a particular favourite ap-
pears to have been the lifeboats. John Cassell, in his history of the company, mentions that by 
1922 its readers had contributed £15,000 to various funds, including the biggest sum, £2,662, 
to the Lifeboat Institution. The Quiver magazine discontinued in 1926. 
There were five ‘Quiver’ lifeboats in operation from 1866 to 1899. A total of 169 lives saved dur-
ing that time. 
a. Quiver No1 a 34ft self-righter located at Margate, Kent, 1866-1883. Launched 38 times 

saving 70 lives. 
b. Quiver No2 a 32ft self-righter located at Southwold, Suffolk, 1866-1882. Launched 2 times 

saving 8 lives. 
c. Quiver No3 a 34ft self-righter Located at Queenstown (Cobh) Cork, Ireland, 1866-1899. 

Launched 15 times saved 13 lives. 
d. Quiver No1 (the 2

nd
 Quiver No1) a 37ft self-righter located at Margate, Kent 1883-1898. 

Launched 68 times saved 61 lives. 
e. Quiver No2 (the 2

nd
 Quiver 2) 30ft lifeboat located in Norfolk and Suffolk 1882-1897. Was 

launched 5 times and saved 17 lives. (ref searlecanada.com) 
It looks like Stan’s lifeboat could have been any one of these and the lifeboats were named af-
ter the magazine that raised funds to buy them. 
 
 
 
 
Michael Barton introduced David a visi-
tor to the club.  
David asked if any member could shed 
any light in identifying the model he had 
inherited from his father, work on the 
model ceased in about 1939.  
David suggested it was a barquentine 
built in 1891 in Balmain.  
It may be a brig as it only has two mast 
with fittings for yardarms on the fore-
mast.  

cont. p.11 
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cont. from p.10 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New member Evert van Oeveren has been busy in 
the last twelve months completing 8 or 9 models. He 
brought along photos of these models on an iPad. 
Here are some examples of his works (apologies for 
the photo reproduction from the iPad) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inspired by the book The Art of Modelling Merchant Ships by Robert A. Wilson, member Mi-
chael Kelly along with his brother in law at-
tempted to make some display cases for min-
iature ship kits he has previously shown. The 
glass measurements were given to a local pic-
ture framer who cut the glass exactly. The 
glass case was then stuck together using sili-
con, two beading frames were then made, one 
around the outside of the case and the other on 
the inside.  
The inside frame was made into a tray to ac-
commodate the sea for the waterline model, a 

ledge was made on the inside of the outer 
frame. When the tray is placed on this ledge 
the glass case can be glued between the in-
ner and outer frames, the beading around the 
edge of the glass is now fitted. Robert Wilson 
ship modeller can be googled for a better ex-
planation of construction. 
The wood used is Tasmanian oak purchased 
at Bunnings for a few dollars. Michael is 
pleased with the results of the first attempt, 
now all he has to do is put something in it. 
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THE SYDNEY SCALE MODEL 
SHOW on Saturday October 13 at 
the Novotel Hotel, Rooty Hill  

Report by Alan Bideleux, photos Sandy Wolf 
Our club was represented with distinction at the Sydney Scale Model Show. The Scale Model 
Show is held in October each year and model ships are few and far between. Most of the en-
tries tend to be customised plastic models of aircraft, land-based materiel and cars but the 
standard of modelling is exceptional.   
Rules of the show are such that once a model been entered 
it may not be entered again in the same category, and the 
categories are well defined as are the judging criteria. 

After last year’s success, 
Tom Wolf again entered 
in the “Ships” category 
with his model of “HMB 
Endeavour”.  
This year  he was joined 
by entries in that category 
with Harry Goeding’s 
“Atlantis” (actually en-
tered by Alan Bideleux) 
and by the entry by our 

new member Evert van Oeveren of “Virginia 1819”. Harry’s 
model succeeded in being awarded 3rd placing in the cate-
gory. 

Evert and Harry also 
entered models in 
the “Open All 
Scales” category, in 
which Harry’s “Deck Canon – HMS Sirius” took out 2nd 
place and Evert’s “Wells Fargo Stagecoach” took out 
3rd place. Congratulations to both Harry and Evert for 
their successes. 
We also conducted a Club table to discuss our kind of 
modelling with what were primarily plastic modellers. 
The show this year may well have brought us 3 new 
members but if we had more members present we 
could do a lot more in the way of promoting the club 
and in particular, our Expo in August. 

Sincere thanks to Tom and Sandy Wolf, 
Evert and Cathy van Oeveren and Alan 
Bideleux for fronting up this year and 
waving the flag for us. Next year we 
hope that other members may be in-
clined to enter a model in this excellent 
event. 
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 WHAT A WONDERFUL HOBBY 
Article by Tom Wolf 

I am constantly blown away by the generosity of our readers, a group of hobby 
model shipbuilders.  
Our readers will recall that the last issue of Chatterbox included an article about 
the Sydney Harbour Pilots and the plea for a clear copy of the figurehead of 
Captain Cook III. 

No sooner was this plea pub-
lished than I received a clean 
copy of a photo of the figure-
head from Jim Malone, a mem-
ber of the Maritime Model Club 
of NSW, a modeller who actually 
exhibits a scratch built, radio 
controlled functional model of 
this fantastic pilot ship at our an-
nual EXPO.. 
We now publish this photo con-
tribution by courtesy of Jim and 
we are truly grateful for such in-
ter-club assistance. 
We hope that those of our read-
ers who specialise in creating 
scale figureheads will be assist-
ed by this clear photo. 
 
 
Jim also submitted a contempo-
raneous newsclip from an un-
known newspaper of the time 
that he obtained from the Syd-
ney Maritime Museum Library 

dated 17 March 1939 recording the  launching of 
Captain Cook III as follows: 

“LEADS THE PILOTS 
INSCRUTABLY, the figurehead face of Captain Cook 
on the new pilot steamer Captain Cook, searches the 
sea for ships. Made of solid bronze,  it has been 
transferred from the old Captain Cook to the new pilot 
steamer of that name. The new vessel, which will 
probably start its career on Monday, was handed 
over to the Maritime Services Board at Mort’s Dock 
yesterday. The older vessel will be broken up.” 



SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs 

from all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters 

from the Ship Modelers Association (USA) and by arrangement and 

their kind permission acknowledging the source we reprint a hint origi-

nally published in 1999 by that Club. 

 

MAKING A SIMPLE SHIP’S BOAT 

We hope this works for you … Ed 

-  14 - 



cont. p.16 

HMS HUSSAR—WHAT HAPPENED 
TO THE PAYROLL? 

Report by Tom Wolf 

During the American Revolutionary War, HMS Hussar carried dispatches for the British in 

North America. By mid-1779, the British position in New York was precarious as the French 

army had joined General George Washington's troops north of the City.  

This resulted in Admiral Sir George 

Brydges Rodney taking his twenty 

ships of the line south in November 

and it was decided that the army's 

payroll be moved to the anchorage at 

Gardiners Bay on eastern Long Is-

land.  

HMS Hussar was a sixth-rate frigate 

of the Royal Navy, built in England in 

1761-63 at Deptford. She was a 28-

gun ship of the Mermaid class, de-

signed by Sir Thomas Slade. It was 

thought that she was loaded with the 

payroll. 

On 23 November 1780, disregarding his local pi-

lot's advice, Captain Charles Pole commanding 

HMS Hussar  decided to sail from the East River 

through the treacherous waters of Hell Gate be-

tween Manhattan Island and Long Island. 

Just before reaching Long Island Sound, HMS 

Hussar was swept onto Pot Rock and began sink-

ing. Pole was unable to run her aground and she 

sank in 16 fathoms (29 m) of water. The British im-

mediately denied there was any gold aboard the 

ship, but despite the difficulty of diving in the waters 

of Hell Gate, reports of $2 to $4 million in gold were 

the catalyst that prompted many salvage efforts 

over the next 150 years.  

The salvage attempts continued even after the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers eased the passage 

through the East River by blowing "the worst fea-

tures of Hell Gate straight back to hell" with 56,000 

pounds (25 tons) of dynamite in 1876.  

HMS Hussar's remains, if any survive, are now be-

lieved to lie beneath landfill in the Bronx. 

-  15 - 
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cont. from p. 15 

As for the subsequent naval career of Captain 

Charles Pole (1757-1839), he was acquitted 

at the subsequent court-martial and was given 

command of the fifth-rate HMS Success and in 

her, while undertaking an escort mission in 

support of the armed store-ship HMS Vernon, 

captured and then destroyed the Spanish frig-

ate Santa Catalina in the Strait of Gibraltar in 

the action of 16 March 1782.  

Following the end of the War, Pole was given 

command of the third-rate HMS Crown before 

he became commanding officer of the fifth-rate 

HMS Melampus in 1790, in which he watched 

the French fleet at Brest, and of the third-rate 

HMS Illustrious in 1791. 

Promoted to rear-admiral on 1 June 1795, Pole 

became Second-in-Command of the West In-

dies Station with his flag in HMS Colossus. He 

went on to be Captain of the Fleet in the Chan-

nel Squadron under Lord Bridport in March 1797.  

It fell to Pole to advise the Admiralty about the strikes by sailors demanding better pay and 

conditions which came to be known as the Spithead mutiny. Pole returned to Spithead with 

negotiators from the Admiralty but talks broke down when Admiral Sir Alan Gardner threat-

ened to hang all the mutineers. 

Pole became an administrator as a colonial 

governor and was elected to Parliament, but 

he was also promoted to Vice-Admiral on 1 

January 1801, he became  the Commander-

in-Chief of the Baltic Fleet, with his flag in 

the second-rate HMS St George in June 

1801. 

Promoted to full Admiral on 9 November 

1805, Pole was present at the funeral of 

Lord Nelson in January 1806. He became a 

Lord Commissioner of the Admiralty on the 

Admiralty Board led by Viscount Howick in 

February 1806 but he stood down in March 

1807.  

Promoted to Admiral of the Fleet on 22 July 

1830, he died at his home on 6 September 

1830.  

Not too shabby a career for a naval of-

ficer who lost his ship when he ignored 

his pilot's advice! 
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As our readers are well aware we have a special relationship with many 

model shipbuilding clubs around the world including the Midwest Model 

Shipwrights based in the Chicago area in USA. From their Newsletter 

called “Forecastle” we often see articles about the models built by their 

modellers, during 2018 we have followed with great interest the modelling 

skills of Gus Agustin, we have previously reprinted articles about Gus.  

THE CRAFT OF GUS AGUSTIN: 

“HMS SUSSEX—c.1693” 
Report by Tom Wolf 

In the March 2018 issue we learned that Gus dis-
played the figurehead and transom board he carved 
out of boxwood for his newest project, the HMS Sus-

sex c.1693 (1:192). 
To achieve his fine 
detail, Gus used a 
“Mini-Craft” drill and 
various burrs. 
 
 

In the June issue it was reported that Gus had 

come a long way with the model since she was 

first seen. The lower half was completed and 

he had a good start on the upper half.  

This model has a special 

layout that will allow rais-

ing the upper half to re-

veal the below deck area 

while remaining in the 

display case!  The upper 

part of the hull was 

carved out of a solid 

block of basswood and 

then hollowed out. 

 
The July issue reported that Gus had finished 
work on the stern & quarter galleries for his 
1:192 miniature of the HMS Sussex.  
The stern alone has 50 individual pieces 
carved out of box-wood.  
Wire forming the window mullions came from 
supplies found in a train hobby shop (a good 
source of hard-to-find stuff). 
 

cont. p.  18 
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cont. from p.  17 

The August and September issues report that 
Gus Agustin has completed his 1:192 model of 
the HMS Sussex - 1693. The case was made of 
3/16 Plexiglas trimmed with brass edges and the 
base is of walnut with maple inserts. This model 
had been in progress for 1½ years, so this was a 
real work of love for Gus who is to be applauded 
on the completion of a truly fine work of art. 
The photo on right shows the hull as one-piece 
with the upper and lower decks connected. 

By pushing up on a long, wooden plate under 
the base, Gus can elevate the upper half of 
the hull to expose details in the lower gun 
deck, as shown on left. The plate can then be 
secured so that the display inside the case 
stays divided. This arrangement was achieved 
by fitting two brass rods to the upper hull half 
and extending them down through the centre 
of the two pedestals to connect to the elevat-
ing plate beneath the base..  
 

A real masterpiece 
 

 
 
 
It was also reported in the June 2018 is-
sue of “Forecastle” that Gus was a major 
contributor at the 42nd Manitowoc 
(Wisconsin Maritime Museum Model 
Ships & Boats Contest) with his “Maritime 
Models in Miniature” entry. We published 
an article about these miniatures made 
by Gus as being a “Model-in-a-Book-
Library” in our March 2018 issue. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

This unique piece won a gold plaque along with his Lion Figurehead 
(the figurehead of HMS Sussex at the scale of 1:192) which also took 
a Gold and the Gordon Stiller Best Carving Award. 



FRAMES 
Report by Tom Wolf 

During many of our “Show & Tells” we have seen Richard Keyes demonstrate how 

he makes the Frames for his admiralty models. He refers to it as “the Hahn meth-

od” obviously referring to his friend, Harold Hahn. 

Among the numerous tips and sketches found in a folder Richard passed to me was this clas-

sic instruction: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then, almost as an afterthought to avoid the potential of the frame bending while the glue is 

drying, this hint: 
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cont. p. 21 

SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all 

over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Midwest 

Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report “ and by arrangement 

and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the authors, we re-

print the following article from their February 2017 issue. 

Façades - by Rick Szydelko  

We all came away from Rick’s session with one thought; Rick really knows his stuff when it 
comes to getting the most out of his computer to create modeling tools. 
How to build authentic, to scale cabin walls from 
base drawings was the goal.  
Rick showed us how to select the most useful 
drawing views, how to computerize them by scan-
ning, how to reproduce them to desired scale using 
a PC and printer and how to build the final product 
using the scaled drawing as a template. 
Sounds easy? Well….yes and no. Yes, if you have 
a PC, scanner, printer and some basic skills. No, if 
you are computer illiterate.  
If no, take heart, you may be able to get some help 
from one of your techie mates. 
Rick started with this drawing of a bulkhead view 
on his model of the HMS Victory. His goal was to 
reproduce the panel having mullioned windows and 
decorative trim as outlined here in red.  
His first task was to scan this drawing and create a 
digital image that he could then resize to proper 
scale and print out on paper. 
The image below is the final printout of the 
scanned plan drawing. Rick has defined the line detail in red creating what he referred to as a 
“vector” image*.  
While this technique was definitely beyond the average modeller with minimal PC skills, sim-
ple scanner reproductions of a plan drawing would be possible and may be usable, as well. 

The drawing was cut out and pasted to a sheet of thin 
backing and used as a test pattern to check for fit on the 
model.  
Rescaling of the drawing would be done and a new tem-
plate created, in case the original did not fit the target 
space. 
Once the pattern matched the target space, a working 
copy of the drawing was created and used as a template 
for construction of the final part.  
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Wood strips were cut and 
glued directly to the tem-
plate with white glue using 
the drawing outlines as 
guides. Window mullions 
were installed by first cut-
ting a small slit in the sides 
of the frames and then glu-
ing the mullions into those 
slits. 

 
The final operation was to glue reinforcement 
strips to the back side of the part to add strength 
and tie everything together firmly. The reinforce-
ment also bordered the top and bottom of the 
mullions to help lock them into place. 
The surface glued to the template will ultimately 
be the outside after the paper is finally sanded 
away. Rick used a drum sander to do this, as he 
could achieve an absolutely flat surface with this 
tool without affecting the thickness of the part. Creating multiple parts on one template sheet 
also made it easier to handle the sanding operation in the drum sander. 
The final operation was to add detail to the front of the part, i.e. trim highlights, etc., fine sand-
ing and then staining or painting the part. 

 
We hope Rick’s presentation will give you all 
the courage to give this technique a try.  
It can be as simple or involved as you feel 

capable of tackling and the results will be 

way ahead of anything you could do on vs. 

off the model. 

Our thanks to Rick for a very informative and enjoyable evening. 

 

*The software referred to by Rick was “Adobe Illustrator”, which allows you to take the 

scanned “raster” image and create from it a “vector” image that can be more accurately 

resized without creating image degradations” 



- 22 - 

A CONTINUING LEGACY OF THE 
MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY 

Report by Tom Wolf 
We all know what happened to 
the infamous expedition in 1787, 
when, after a mutiny William Bligh 

(as appointed captain of HMS Bounty) was set 
on his way in a longboat with a few of his loyal 
crew.  
He had been ordered to proceed to the South 
Pacific to collect breadfruit plants, and during 
the events the mutineers threw all the breadfruit 
plants aboard into the ocean. 
Sir Joseph Banks and others saw the value of 
breadfruit as a highly productive food in 1769, 
when stationed in Tahiti as part of the HMB En-
deavour expedition commanded by James Cook.  
The late 18th-century quest for cheap, high-energy food sources for slaves in British colonies 
prompted colonial administrators and plantation owners to call for the plant to be brought to the 
Caribbean. 
As President of The Royal Society, Banks provided a cash bounty and gold medal for success 
in this endeavour, and successfully lobbied his friends in government and the Admiralty for a 
British Naval expedition. In 1787, William Bligh was appointed captain of HMS Bounty, and or-
dered to proceed to the South Pacific to collect the plants but before he could deliver the 
plants the mutiny occurred. 
Through incredible seamanship Bligh made his way back to Britain and in 1791 he command-
ed a second expedition in HMS Providence and HMS Assistant, which collected seedless 
breadfruit plants in Tahiti and transported them to St. Helena, in the Atlantic, and St. Vincent 
and Jamaica in the West Indies.  
Although Bligh won the Royal Society medal for his efforts, the introduction of breadfruit was 
not entirely successful, as most slaves refused to eat the new food. Although the breadfruit 
tree flourished and spread across Jamaica, more than 40 years passed before its fruit became 
popular to local taste (in about 1834), by which time emancipation had been declared in the 
British Empire and slavery was no more. 
Nevertheless, this species of flowering tree is now part of the staple diet in Jamaica and today 
it is grown in some 90 countries throughout South and Southeast Asia, the Pacific Ocean, the 
Caribbean, Central America and Africa.  

Its name “breadfruit” is derived from the texture of the moderately 
ripe fruit which when cooked is similar to freshly baked bread and 
having a potato-like flavour.  
In addition to the fruit serving as a staple food, the tree’s light, 
sturdy timber has been used for outriggers, ships and houses in 
the tropics. 
Nowadays researchers generally agree that Banks made a great 
pick. Breadfruit is touted as the world’s next 
superfood.  
It is prolific as a single tree can produce over 
100 kilograms of fruit each season, it grows 
fast becoming fruitbearing within 3 to 4 
years, and it is relatively maintenance free.  
It is nutritious, heavy in starch equivalent to 
potatoes, rice and corn with lots of fibre, 
minerals and vitamins, and what’s more, it 
thrives in the tropics where 80% of the 
world’s poor live. 



A VISIT TO OSLO and THE 
“CHRISTIAN RADICH” 

Article and photos in Oslo by Tom Wolf 

On a Baltic cruise visit to Oslo in August 2014, berthed right next to the Emerald Princess, I 
was lucky to encounter the “Christian Radich”.  
The Christian Radich is a Norwegian full rigged steel hull ship with 3 masts that accommo-
date 27 sails.  

The ship is 240 feet long including the bow and has a 15 
foot long draught and is designed for a crew of 18 sail-
ors.  88 passengers can comfortably fit aboard.  
Named after it´s owner, the Christian Radich was built by 
Framnæs Mekaniske Verksted in Sandefjord, Norway, 
and launched in 1937.   
It’s primary purpose was to train sailors for the merchant 
marines, which it did for many years and nearly 17,000 
men and women have received their basic maritime edu-
cation on board.   
However, it was through it’s role in cinema and TV that the 
Christian Radich became so 
well known.   
In 1958, it appeared in the 
film ´Windjammer”, the story 
of 50 young Norwegian boys 
who sail from Oslo across the 
Atlantic and to the United 
States in a training effort to 
teach them the art of sailing 
and seamanship, as well as 
demonstrate the value of 
trust and teamwork. 

On the journey across the Atlantic, the ship stopped in several 
ports of call including Madeira (Portugal), Willamstad (Curacao), 
San Juan (Puerto Rico), New York City, Boston, and New Orle-
ans.  In addition to cultural experiences, the boys also encoun-
tered a U.S. Navy task force. 
 

-  23 - 

cont. p. 24 



-  24 - 

cont. from p. 

She is a beautiful old sailing ship found at Akershusutstikkeren below Akershus Fortress when 
she is not out at sea.  
Christian Radich is not open for inspection to the public, but sails on several open fjord tours in 
May, June and August. From the kiosk at the dock you can also buy souvenirs. 
The ship is available for charter tours and short cruises for schools and other groups in spring 
and autumn. In summer the ship participates in Tall Ships Races. Anyone can sign up for 
these tours and participate in shipboard work under the guidance of the permanent crew.  

cont. from p. 23 

Technical specifications: 
 
Name Sk/S Christian Radich - 
 Three mast –  Fully Rigged Ship 
Home port:              Oslo 
Ship building yard:    
    Framnæs  Mekaniske Verksted, Norway 
Year of construction:      1937 
LOA w/bowspritz:         73,00 m 
Beam:                            9,70 m 
Depht:                            4,70 m 
Height:                        37,70 m 
Tonnage  
Net tonns:               198,00 tons 
Gross tons:               663,00 tons 
Displacement:              1050,00 tons 
Sail area:                        1360,00 m2 
Number of sails:              27 
Crew, about:                15-20 persons 
Main engine:   Caterpilar: 900 hk 
Speed, engine:               10 knots 
Speed, sailing:               14 knots 


