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SMSC CLUB S&T MEETING 

The next meeting will be on Sunday, 7 April 2019  at 6:30pm 
at Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield  

unless otherwise notified.  

Members and visitors are encouraged to bring projects for discussion. 

************************************************** 
ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T MEETING  

As previously notified, the next Endeavour Group S&T will be at the home 

of Mike Kelly at 25 Hodge St, Hurstville on Saturday, 16 March 
2019 from 10am to 12 noon.  

 

The meeting after that will be be hosted by Alan Bideleux on Sunday, 19 
May 2019, from 10:30am to 12:30pm at The Henry Sports Club, 

144 Henry Lawson Ave, Werrington. 
This will also be a MINI-EXPO, full details inside 

 
Members and visitors are encouraged to bring projects for discussion 
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MAY ENDEAVOUR GROUP/MINI-
EXPO (see notice on front page) 

 

As notified, this activity will take place on Sunday, 19 May 2019 
and the details are as follows:- 
S.M.S.C. Endeavour Group Show and Tell and Mini Expo. 
The Henry Sports Club Inc 
144 Henry Lawson Avenue,  
Werrington County, NSW 2747 
 
THE MINI-EXPO 
The function room is available from 10.00 am when the club opens for business 
and we’ll be setting up from then on. The finish time is somewhat flexible as it 
would not be fair to keep the room for our purposes if it is required by others later 
in the day. 
All members are invited to display their models on the day and set up from 10.am 
onwards, Members will be free to remove their models and leave at their discre-
tion if they have other commitments to attend to on the day.  
This event will be publicised in Penrith’s local newspapers, on Vintage FM Local 
Community radio and the club will display flyers and show slides on the in-house 
CC TV system. I am hoping the general public will have their collective curiosity 
stirred up in the weeks leading up to it. 
 
 
THE ENDEAVOUR GROUP 
While the Expo factor will run all day, the Endeavour Group meeting will run 
concurrently from about 10:30am for two hours and will follow the usual format 
and the general public will be invited to sit in on this to see how the S&T is aimed 
at helping modellers with their projects and ask questions if so desired. 
The Henry Sports Club staff are very helpful and I am sure they will set up the ta-
bles for us the night before and also provide table cloths.  All we will have to do is 
set up the models. 
 
All members of S.M.S.C. are invited to attend and display models.   
Just to remind all our readers, Endeavour Group meetings are always open 
to all members and guests and this will be no different except that Alan 
Bideleux will need to know who will be attending the S & T and/or just dis-
playing so he can ensure enough tables and seats. 
Compared to the annual Expo in August, there will be a less space so it is vital 
that it is known in advance how many models you wish to display and whether 
you wish to conduct a demonstration table.  We may need to cull the list! 
Bistro meals and drinks from the bar will be available all day at Henry Member’s 
discounted prices. 
This is the first time we have held an Endeavour Meeting like this and if it is 
successful, doubtless there will be others in the future. 
For more information details and for booking your space please email Alan at: 

 abideleux@gmail.com  
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN 2019 

PORT  MACQUARIE  MODEL  BOAT  EXPO  
The Port Macquarie Model Boat Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers Club, 

will take place on 13-14 July 2019. 

SMSC Members can display at a SMSC Club display, please contact 
Alan Bideleux (abideleux@gmail.com) by 1st April2019 and let him know how many 
models you wish to exhibit so he can inform the organisers. 
Alternatively if you wish to exhibit as an independent exhibitor, please direct all en-
quiries to David Connolly on 0403 865 331 or by email to <devils4detail@gmail.com>  

CANBERRA  EXPO  
The 2019 Canberra Expo will be held on 19-20 September 2019 

at the Mount Rogers School.   For more information please contact:  Pe-
ter Hateley 0401 670 829(m) or by email to  <hpeter@webone.com.au> or 
contact Bob Evans 6226 8957, or by email to  <rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.    

EXHIBIT  AT  RICHMOND 

We encourage all our Members to attend the Canberra EXPO even if they do not ex-

hibit, however there may be an exhibition a little closer to home at Richmond in Sep-

tember 2019. Please contact Alan Bideleux (abideleux@gmail.com),  it is possible that 

a Club display will be set up for those not wishing to go to Canberra. 

SYDNEY SCALE MODEL EXPO 2019 

Scale Model Show open to everyone is to be held in October 2019 on 

a date to be advised. For more information please contact:  

www.sydneyscalemodelshow.net or <sydneyscalemodelshow@gmail.com> 

24 and 25 
August 2019 

 
As well as our 

Members, mem-
bers of fellow 
modelling Clubs 
and independent 

entries are 
invited.  

Contact Michael Bennett on 0411 545 770 or by email 
mjbennett@ozemail.com.au 
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CHATTERBOX NOW HAS 
AN INDEX 

We are grateful for the work Alan Bideleux has put into developing an 
index for our publication to assist our readers to access material that 

has previously been in Chatterbox. 
Chatterbox is of course constantly developing and evolving, this latest develop-
ment was brought about by our Club Members’ requests. We hope this will meet 
everyone’s needs. 
As always, Chatterbox is a resource available for use by modellers, the material 
will we hope be of use or at least good reading.  
We do however repeat what is printed on the front page of every issue of Chat-
terbox, namely “All photographs and articles published remain the copy-
right property of the contributor and SMSC unless released”. 
The best way to learn to use the Index is by trying it out, it is set out in alphabeti-
cal sequence according to the first column As for the colours used, the signifi-
cance is the subject matter of that first column. So,  
 
Member / Author names are in BLACK 
Names of vessels are entered in RED  
Other details (Expo’s, Equipment, Tools etc) are in BLUE 
 
Where possible there is cross referencing of entries, so for example Joe Blow’s 
model of HMS Victory will show as 
Blow - Joseph - HMS Victory – Edition 6 - Feb 2013 - Page 8 
and  
HMS Victory - J Blow - Edition - Feb 2013 - Page 8 
 
If you find that the index is lacking in any particular, do not panic and please 
don’t write us “nasty” messages.  
Please let Alan know if you see anything missing; if you have any constructive 
suggestions on the format and layout of this index; or if you find something has 
not been “cross referenced” please let Alan know and if required Alan can 
change the master copy so it is correct on future issues. 
You will understand the Index is purely on an E & O.E. basis and is to be updat-
ed with the latest issue of Chatterbox and corrections along the way. 
Please let Alan know if you think anything should be changed, added, dropped 
or changed in any way. 
Alan receives Chatterbox at the same time as other members, so the Index will 
always be at least one issue behind, but the Index will always show the issue to 
which it is current. 
It has taken a lot of time to prepare the Index and Alan is under no illu-
sions that it is in any way perfect.  
Please let Alan know BY EMAIL at abideleux@gmail.com if you have any 
problems or suggestions.  
Many corrections may require the involvement of the editorial staff and 
may require a short time longer to be considered. 

mailto:abideleux@gmail.com


Club Meeting S&T on 3 February, 
2019 at Wests Ashfield 

Photos and report by Mike Kelly 
SMSC started the New Year with 18 members and visitors attending the first Show 
and Tell of the year at Wests. We are fortunate that many of our members attend 

the meeting before the S&T where the Committee discuss the various issues relating to the 
general business of the Club, and the members’ contribution at these meetings is most wel-
come. 
At a previous meeting various methods of 
plank bending were discussed, a plank bend-
ing jig was the subject of an article in Chat-
terbox. It is pleasing to see that the S&T’s 
and articles do impart tips and knowledge 
between members. Evert van Oeveren 
showed a jig that he has made while waiting 
for his next project to arrive. It is made from a 
piece of MDF board with rows of holes drilled 
in it; the pegs are made from rawl plugs and 
dowels. A description on how to use the jig 
was then given by Tom Wolf. 

The Danish sail training ship 
Danmark is Stan Brown’s next 
project. Stan is making the model 
from a Billings kit but he has not-
ed a discrepancy between the 
model and the real ship’s plans 
and that the kit does not include 
all the sails that the real ship has 
and is also missing some fittings.  
Stan intends to make and replace 
the missing sails and parts him-
self.  
The hull is single planked with 
2mm planking, and Stan has 
achieved a remarkable paint fin-
ish on the hull.  

 
On careful inspection of the hull one can see some wiring, 
where Stan intends to run power to lights on the model. 
As the members inspected the model, Stan claimed it was 
still a rough finish and the observation was made that his 
“rough” model was a better finish than most of us would 
achieve as the final finish. 
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cont. p.6 
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cont. p. 7 

cont. from p.5 

The meeting welcomed back Piotr Kolaczowski after a lengthy absence to recover from ill-
ness.  Great to have you back mate! 
Piotr thought he would try something different when he decided to build a Chinese junk. The 
model is a kit from OcCre Model Kits and features striking red sails.  
All we can say is that for just a little “diversion” it is a fantastic little model which impressed the 
members. 
There was little discussion about the model itself, but observations were made about the fact 
that the sails are hung alternately from port to starboard side of the masts to avoid the prob-
lems encountered by lateen sails of “good wind/bad wind”. 

Again Mike Barton brought along his Duyfken to display his steady progress.  
According to the kit instructions, he should have totally completed the stem post with seven 
head timber frames glued in place and then attach the stem post to the bow.  
In a previous S&T, Richard Keyes advised Mike not to glue the head frames to the stem post 
yet as they protrude some distance from the bow and is a fragile length of plywood, and there-
fore can easily be damaged/broken while working on the ship. Mike took this advice as the 
photo at the top of the next page shows.  
At this S&T Tom Wolf suggested a way of protecting it by shaping a piece of foam to enclose 
the stern post even if only during transit. 
Michael said that fitting the stem post to the bow was rather daunting before actually doing it. 
A groove was produced in the bow by firstly trimming the ends of the planks and then careful-
ly enlarging this groove with a square needle file. The process was far easier than expected 
and the result was more than satisfactory. After fitting the stem post, the stern post was glued 
in place and the false keel was fitted and glued in place  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Groove for stem post.                  Rubber bands to clamp false keel and stern post while gluing  
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cont. from p.6 

The protruding stem post of 
Mike Barton’s Duyfken. 

 

 

 

 

Then Tom Wolf gave a pre-
demonstration brief on making hot 
silicone moulds for casting parts, he 
showed an anchor and a gun port 
that he had made the mould for and 
then cast. He explained the materials 
required and let the meeting know 
that he will be doing a full demonstra-
tion at the May S&T (notified else-
where in this issue). 

Michael Bennett reports his miniature Sirius is ready for rig-
ging. He is just adding the finishing touches to the ship’s 
boats.  
Michael uses a neat little vice to hold the ship’s boat while 
working on it, he also showed a jig he has made for sanding 
the transom of the boat to the right angle, which is used in 

conjunction with the vice. 
The vice holding ship’s boat, the 
plan can be seen glued along-
side the boat. The size of the 
boat can be compared with the 
screw heads of the vice. 
Michael has put the ribs and seats in the ship’s boat and has also 
made the oars out of wire (very thin wire). The photo shows the 
boat alongside the point of a biro, with seats, ribs and bottom 
board. 

 
Club member Michael 
Barton having difficulty 
viewing the oars with the 
aid of a magnifying 
glass. 

The size of the screw heads give 
some idea of the size of Michael’s 
model of the Sirius on the stocks in 
its carry case. 
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NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
PURCHASE! 

SMSC has limited quantity of embroidered cloth badges of 
the Club Logo for sale.  
The badges are 70mmx50mm and are suitable to be sewn 
onto shirts and caps (see photo) to create the Club shirt and 
accessory.  
They differ from the badges currently 
embroidered directly onto garments in 

that they are fractionally smaller and have a red embroi-
dered edge. 
They cost $4.00 each and this way we can minimise the 
cost of the Club shirts and accessories. 
The badges are available in person at the Club S&T’s and 

the Endeavour Group S&T’s, or by contacting our Treasur-

er, Ralph Hannaford and making arrangements for the 

purchase (plus postage) 

PROJECT REPORT 
Janos Nemeth is building a model of “Oliver 
Cromwell” but apart from the name of the ship, 
at this time we have no real details about it.  
Janos has however sent us photos of his pro-

gress, we publish them for your pleasure. 
As we have come to expect of any model built by Janos, 
the work is immaculate and precise. 
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THE TREASURE SHIPWRECK IN 
THE MIDDLE OF A LEGAL BATTLE: 

HMS SUSSEX (1693) 
Report by Tom Wolf 

After writing the article about Gus Agustin’s 
miniature model of HMS Sussex, I decided 
to do a litte research into the story surround-
ing this ship. 
HMS Sussex was an 80-gun third-rate ship 
of the line of the English Royal Navy, lost in 
a severe storm on 1 March 1694 off Gibral-
tar.  
On board were possibly 10 tons of gold 
coins. This could now be worth more than 
$500 million, including the bullion and antiq-
uity values, making it one of the most valua-
ble wrecks ever. 

Launched at Chatham Dockyard on 11 April 
1693, the Sussex was the pride of the Royal Na-
vy. As the flagship of Admiral Sir Francis 
Wheeler, she set sail from Portsmouth on 27 De-
cember 1693, escorting a fleet of 48 warships 
and 166 merchant ships to the Mediterranean. 
After a short stopover in Cadiz, the fleet entered 
the Mediterranean, then on 27 February a violent 
storm hit the flotilla near the Strait of Gibraltar 
and in the early morning of the third day, HMS 
Sussex sank. All but two of the 500 crew on 
board drowned, including Admiral Wheeler.  
Due to the extent of the fatalities, it was not pos-
sible to establish the exact cause of the disaster, 
but it has been noted that the disaster seemed to 
confirm suspicions already voiced about the in-
herent instability of 80-gun ships with only two decks, such as the Sussex, and a third deck 
would be added for new ships of this armament.  
As well as HMS Sussex, 12 other ships of the fleet sank in this storm. There were about 1,200 
casualties in total, in what remains one of the worst disasters in the history of the Royal Navy. 
The law of salvage is a principle of maritime law whereby any person who helps recover an-
other person's ship or cargo in peril at sea is entitled to a reward commensurate with the value 
of the property salved. 
Between 1998 and 2001, Odyssey Marine Exploration (a US Company) searched for the Sus-
sex and claimed that it had located the shipwreck at a depth of 800 metres. Then, in October 
2002, Odyssey agreed to a deal with the ship's rightful owner, the British government, on a for-
mula for sharing any potential spoils. Odyssey would get 80 percent of the proceeds up to 
$45 million, 50 percent from $45 million to $500 million and 40 percent above $500 million. 
The British government would get the rest. The search for the Sussex is the first time a gov-
ernment has made a deal with a private company for the archaeological excavation of a sover-
eign warship. 
The Americans were then poised to start the excavation in 2003, but were delayed amid a raft 
of complaints from archaeological quarters, denouncing it as a dangerous precedent for the 
"ransacking" of shipwrecks by private firms under the aegis of archaeological research.  

cont. p.10  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odyssey_Marine_Exploration
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cont. from p. 9 

Just as Odyssey was about to start on excavation, it was stopped by the Spanish authorities, 
in particular the government of Andalusia in January 2006.  
In March 2007, Andalusia gave assent for the excavation to start with the condition that Span-
ish archaeologists would take part in the excavation in order to ascertain that the shipwreck to 
be excavated is indeed the Sussex and not a Spanish galleon. 
As fate would have it, Odyssey Marine was involved in another salvage project (the Black 
Swan Project), being the discovery and recovery of an estimated US$500 million worth of sil-
ver and gold coins from the ocean floor.  
Initially Odyssey kept the origin of the treasure confidential but it has been proved in Court trial 
that the recovered cargo was being carried by the Spanish frigate Nuestra Señora de las 
Mercedes, which sank off Portugal in 1804, the property of the Spanish government which 
Odyssey refuses to acknowledge.  
On the same day as they obtained the assent from the Andalusia government for the salvage 
of HMS Sussex, Odyssey Marine sent one of its survey vessels from Gibraltar, west of Cadiz 
to begin its Black Swan Project, which has resulted in Spain taking action against the company 
and cancelling its agreement to cooperate on the Sussex project. And so, now, the legal battle 
goes on. 

That is very unfortunate for the treasure 
hunters, but we modellers are more fortu-
nate, as in 2010, the book Building a Navy 
Board Model of HMS Sussex 1693 by Gil-
bert McArdle was published. This report is 
based on a review of the publication on the 
Net. 
This 170 page publication shows the reader 
in detail the construction of the Navy board 
model, the author is sharing a huge number 
of modelling hints and descriptions of his 
modelling techniques.  

By following the order of the construction 
of the model, the modeller can get a 
great amount of info during his work.  
The quality of the model by the author is 
outstanding, but also the construction is 
described in a very understandable and 
clear organized way. 

McArdle has taken the lines from a magnificent 
contemporary model of the HMS Sussex in the 
US Naval Academy Museum and put the data on 
paper.   
The modeller has all plans for every single frame 
in smaller scale, so no extra design of the frames 
are necessary.  
Due to the fact that the plans were taken from a 

contemporary model, this publication represents a very rare possibility to be the basis for a 
scratch built 17th century Navy Board model. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andalusia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_dollar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuestra_Se%C3%B1ora_de_las_Mercedes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuestra_Se%C3%B1ora_de_las_Mercedes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Swan_Project


PROJECT REPORT 
John Beazley is one of our newest Members (who 
must be very keen as he regularly travels from Bowral 
to our meetings) is building a model of 
“Perseverance” as his first build 
John has sent us photos of his progress, we publish 

them for your pleasure. 
It is to be observed that the work is very neat and the model is pro-
gressing nicely, for which John is to be commended. 
WELL DONE! 
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THE MARITIME ARTIST MODELLER 
Report by Tom Wolf 

Martin Campbell is a Sydney based artist who works in oil 
and his paintings have won many prizes. He was the inau-

gural Artist-in-Residence at the Sydney Heritage Fleet shipyard, and 
is a Fellow of the Royal Art Society of NSW, a Fellow the Australian 
Society of Marine Artists. He is also a most valuable and founding 
member of the Sydney Model Shipbuilders Club, a keen model ship 
builder. 
Martin’s popular models have graced every one of our EXPO’s and 
until he was dragged away from us by family business commitments 
he was a regular at our S&T meetings. 

Martin’s interest with 
maritime objects is made 
even more keen by the 
location of his studio in 
Balmain overlooking 
White Bay with the con-
stant movement of ves-
sels and the ongoing 
restoration project of the 
“John Oxley”. 

Prior to his business commitments bringing about a 
“sabbatical”, Martin was working on a Billings kit of 
“Cutty Sark” and we are looking forward to seeing the 
completed model soon (and seeing Martin at one of 
our meetings even sooner). 

 “Rope and Tyre, Walsh Bay”  “Bollard” 



RICHARD KEYES ON HIS METHOD 
OF PLANK BENDING 

Richard is one of the most experienced modellers at SMSC, we are therefore grate-
ful for his views on important subjects. Richard has written to us about his methods 

of bending planks on his models as follows: 
“There is always a lot of discussion about bending planks whenever the club meets so I 
thought I would share my experiences on the subject. 
“Almost all of my plank bending is achieved using a household steam iron. I lay the plank down 
on a towel and, with the iron set on “steam", I press the iron down on the plank, hold it there a 
few seconds and then I pull it out from under the iron slowly, lifting it as I go to induce the prop-
er bend. Sometimes it takes a couple of passes to achieve the proper shape.  
“For planks with twists such as under the counter the same procedure applies with the plank 
twisted as it is pulled out from under the iron. The result is a dry plank with a permanent 
bend or twist ready to glue.  
“A similar method is to use a soldering iron. Clamp it horizontally on a suitable surface 
and place a copper tube over the tip. This tube can be one size or can be the size of the curve 
needed. This method is particularly suited for tight bends in localised segments of the plank. A 
few minutes soak helps.  
“Move the plank over the tube quickly enough to avoid scorching. It is better to over bend to 
avoid stress.  
“Gluing down a bulging centre is easier and more secure than trying to glue down two ends 
which want to spring up.  
“For thicker planks a few minutes soaked in cloudy ammonia can help but try it out on a spare 
bit of timber first as  cloudy ammonia  tends to turn some timbers green. (This method is dis-
couraged for inexperienced modellers for safety reasons!) 
“For bending really thick planks like wales, it is often easier to laminate several thinner planks 
together in the proper bend.  
“Cutting a series of thin crosswise cuts part way through the inside face of the wale can also 
help relieve some of the stress. Avoid thick cuts as they can be visible on the edge once the 
wale is in position.  
“Crimping tools are not generally recommended. If squeezed too hard, planks tend to break at 
the crimp. Also you cannot produce a twist with a crimping tool.” 
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SYDNEY’S FORESHORE 
Sketches and commentary by Michael Bennett 

It is extraordinary how much of Sydney Harbour’s edge 
is accessible to the public. Even the Navy is on display, 
the subject of every passing iPhone.   

Here HMAS Canberra, our latest helicopter carrier, is tied up at 
Woolloomooloo. A cubic warehouse for the helicopters, crowned 
by a technological minaret , the flat splayed surfaces confusing ra-
dar signals,  fabricated shapes with no reference to the past. 

Further around the 
foreshore at the park at 
Rushcutter’s Bay, the 
curved sandstone sea 
wall defines the fig tree 
edged park and frames 
the mixture of yachts of 
all sizes and ages. 
A little more grace-
ful than the previous 
subject! 



JUST A HANDY LITTLE HINT 
Report by Tom Wolf 

In everyday life we come across ideas, whether in conversation or reading, that 
we realise may come in handy in modelling. I wonder how often, when reading a 
book or talking to a fellow modeller, we hit upon an idea that will at some later 

stage in our modelling lives be useful but we don’t make a note of it and when we actually 
need it, we have forgotten. Here is one: 

STEAMING TIMBER PLANKING 

When using hardwood such as walnut, mahogany and even soft wood like pine as planking 
material which have to be softened up for bending for the tight curves at the front and the back 
of models. Crimping, using a soldering iron and even  a chemical wash is used by some mod-
ellers, many others use steaming. But how can this be done easily? If you have a steam kettle 
and some PVA (plastic plumbing) pipe about 10cm longer than the timbers you wish to bend, 
you have all that is needed to make a steam box. 

Put a stopper or plug at one end 
of the pipe and drill a hole at 
that end (this will allow the 
steam to escape). Put your 
planking timbers (max 2 at a 
time) into the pipe and elevate 
this end of the pipe while you 
place the other (open) end over 
the mouth of a kettle that is 
steaming for about 1 minute. 
The time will vary for different 
timbers and thicknesses  

We hope this works for you                        
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USING TITEBOND GLUES 
Report by Tom Wolf 

Following up on the report of the Endeavour Group S&T in November (see Chat-
terbox #42 January 2019), we happened on a bit of advice by our Honourary 

Member, Don Dressel in the January 2019 issue of the SMA newsletter. 

Don soaks his plank first and then lays it 
down on the hull in position, waiting for the 
plank to dry and assume the proper shape.  

Once the plank is completely dry, then glue 
is applied and the plank is glued in place 
using Titebond glue.  

ADVICE: 

DO NOT use Titebond Glue III, as it is 
weatherproof and once glued in position, 
you will not be able to change it. Titebond 
Glue II or the original Titebond work fine. 



-  15 - 

DACH’S MODELS AT NOWRA: 
“HMAS ORION” 

Readers will recall that in the January 
2019 issue (#42) of Chatterbox we re-

ported on a visit to HMAS Albatross at Nowra 
where we viewed scratch built models by Dach 
Hall from RAN plans and donated to the Fleet Air 
Arm Museum. 
Dach explains how he made the the models and 
how he was motivated to do so, he also gives 
some tips on what he used for building materials. 
This issue we will deal with the model of HMAS 
Orion, an Oberon Class submarine. Six subma-
rines of the Class served the Royal Australian Na-
vy, and although they are now all decommis-
sioned, they have all been preserved and are on 
display, either completely or partially.  

 
In 2005 Dach commenced building 3 models 
of different RAN ships (as they were in the 
year 1982) and completed them in Septem-
ber 2015..  
The model of HMAS Orion was first to be 
built, constructed of quarter inch ply for the 
ribs and the keel, covered with 2mm thick 
and 10mm wide Tassie Oak .  
 

She was coated with glass resin to be water-
tight inside and out. Each section between the 
ribs were separate compartments and con-
trolled by closing off the air escaping from the 
top of the hull sections, by using very small 
watering drip feed system and a valve on each 
compartment. Naturally, the raised one inch 
high and wide decking over the hull concealed 
the pipes etc. 
The two motors and dry charged batteries plus 
the Radio Control fittings were under the con-
ning tower.  

Specifications :-  
LOA 4ft 5 inches Beam 5 inches Hull Cir-
cumference 5 inches.  
Conning tower Height 5inches, Length 8 
inched and Beam 2 inches.  
There were 7 pop up aerials including the 
Periscope.  
There is one man on watch on top of the 
conning tower.  



GUNPORTS 
report by Tom Wolf 

A gun port is an opening in the side of the hull of a ship, above the waterline, which 

allows the muzzle of artillery pieces mounted on the gun deck to fire outside. The 

origin of this technology is not precisely known, but can be traced back to the late 15th centu-

ry, with the appearance of artillery in naval warfare.  

Ships featuring gun ports are pierced, since the ports were cut through the hull after the con-

struction, hence the gunport lid is always flush with the line of the hull and does not sit on top 

of the hull. Its shape, as shown in the sketches, is contoured so that it fitted in to tha port frame 

and thereby create when it was closed a watertight seal of the opening 

In heavy sea or when the ship was listing to one side due to its direction to the wind, the gun 

ports of the lower battery on that side had to be closed, otherwise sea water could flood the 

gun deck.  

The lower ports were a recurrent flooding risk, and caused a number of shipwrecks, like the 

Mary Rose in 1545 and the Vasa in 1628 (these ships also suffered from poor stability due to 

excessive weight in their tops) which sank when sudden gusts of wind made them list and low-

ered their opened lower gun ports under the level of the sea before they could be closed. 

Considerations of flooding had tactical implications in battle where a ship had to close its lower 

gunports to prevent listing whereas the opposing ship running opposite and parallel was able 

to bear all its guns as she was able to keep the higher freeboard and hence her gunports 

above the seas and open. In this way sometimes a small frigate could outgun a much higher 

rated and larger opponent. 

In the 18th and 19th centuries, merchantmen featured gun ports as they were useful to venti-

late the ship and lighten the deck, and allowed some merchantmen to be armed in case of ne-

cessity.  

Some warships could have their guns removed from some of the gun ports to make room for 

storage and men. One example of this was HMS Sirius when she led the First Fleet, but her 

gun deck was stripped and her guns stored 

below as ballast to make way for provisions 

needed to establish the colony on her arrival 

in Botany Bay. 

This sketch on the left is an example of a 

typical gun port of a 36-pounder battery on a 

19th century ship. 

The lid is half open, and features an obser-

vation window and a ventilation opening, 

shown half-opened. It opens by pulling two 

chains that run from the top of the lid and 

through the hull, and closes by pulling 

chains running from below the lid and 

through the gun port.  

The lid itself has two layers: an inner layer 

made of vertical planks, providing structural 

integrity and watertight character, and an 

outer layer made of horizontal planks that 

integrates into the outer hull.  
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A short roof above the gun port 
offers some protection from the 
elements, and prevents the lid 
from jamming against the hull. 

Our friends at SMA (the home 
Club of Don Dressel) published a 
self-explanatory “Handy Hint” 
sketch back in 1990. (see top left). 

It clearly shows how the inner lay-
er of the gunport lid fits snugly in-
side the gunport lining while the 
outer layer sits on top of it to 
make it watertight. 

 

The sketch was accompanied by 
a note as follows: 

“Gunport lids always follow the 
curvature and sheer of the hull. If 
they cross the wales, correspond-
ing wood is attached to the lids so 
as to appear that there is no inter-
ruption of the wales when the lid 
is closed. 

 

To open the gunport, the “span” 
which is attached to the bottom of 
the gunport lid on the outside is 
drawn upwards using the gunport 
tackle, this was required as the 
movement in the arc of the heavy 
lid required great force, whereas 
to lower the gunport lid gravity did 
the job.  

The lanyard attached to the inside 
of the gunport lid was more for 
the purpose of securing the gun-
port lid when closed to keep it 
tight. 

 

The sketch on the bottom left 
summarises all the features dis-
cussed in this report, showing the 
lower gunport lids in the open and 
the closed positions. 



AN ALMOST FORGOTTEN HERO 
Article by Tom Wolf 

In Australia’s north near the mouth of the 
McArthur River in the Gulf of Carpentaria 
lies a cluster of barren sandstone islands 

with a total area of 2,100 square km. The cluster com-
prises 5 major islands (North, South West, Centre, 
West and Vanderlin Islands) and 66 smaller ones. 
Vanderlin Island, the largest, is 32 km long and 13 km 
wide.  

When first sighted by the 
Dutch navigator Abel Tas-
man in 1644 the island was 
thought to be part of the 
mainland and named Cape 
Vanderlin after Cornelis 
Van der Lyn, a member of 
the Council of Batavia who 
had sponsored Tasman’s 
expedition  
Matthew Flinders in 1802 
found Vanderlin to be an 
island, and he named the 
group after Captain Sir Ed-
ward Pellew (later Admiral 
Viscount Exmouth) of the Royal Navy. 
That short geography lesson leads to some research into the ex-
ploits of Sir Edward Pellew, and after reading his true “boy’s own” 
story, I was totally surprised that I had never heard the true story of 
this gallant frigate commander. 
The subject of many articles about his life, Admiral Pellew is fea-
tured as the Captain of Indefatigable in some of C. S. Forester’s 
fictional Horatio Hornblower novels (in the television adaptations 
he is given a more prominent role).  

As a midshipman, he appears in the novel Jack Absolute by C. C. Humphreys. Pellew is the 
name of a minor character in several of Patrick O’Brian’s Aubrey
-Maturin novels (Master and Commander etc), but as himself is 
only mentioned in The Yellow Admiral and The Hundred Days. 
So who was this man who inspired fiction and who so impressed 
Matthew Flinders in 1802 to name a group of islands after him? 
Born the son of the commander of a Dover packet, Admiral Ed-
ward Pellew, 1st Viscount Exmouth, GCB, (April 9, 1757 – Janu-
ary 23, 1833) was a British naval officer who fought during the 
American War of Independence, the French Revolutionary, and 
the Napoleonic Wars.  
On the death of his father when he was only 7 years old in 1764 
the family moved to Penzance and lived in rather impoverished 
circumstances.  
He ran away to sea and entered the navy when he was 13 and 
stayed with it all his life, dying in 1833 as a viscount and an ad-
miral of the fleet.  
Nevertheless his story reminds us that the whole vast construc-
tion of Hanoverian Admiralty was riddled with rivalry, nepotism, 
jealousy, opportunism, squabbles over prize-money and petty 
backbiting, but I won’t detail all this in this article. 
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We first hear of Pellew’s career as the commander of the 

36 gun frigate HMS Nymphe, it began in a blaze of glory in 

1793. This was his first victory when he obliged a French 

frigate to surrender, it was the first British victory of the 

French Revolutionary War, and it was the making of him. 

In 1794 he was given his finest command, the frigate HMS 

Indefatigable, and it became a byword for sailing brilliance. 

As well as the lure of prize money, seamen were drawn to 

serve with him by his reputation for fairness and luck.  

After capturing 2 more French 

frigates, his most famous action 

then occurred in January 1797 

when he destroyed a French 74 

gun ship of the line, the Droits 

de l’Homme. This list of victories 

is a matchless record.  

Prize money from his many victories made him a wealthy 

man, and his exploits earned him promotions, a knight-

hood and eventually a viscountcy, then he purchased a 

seat in Parliament and he became a celebrity. 

Pellew was a good swimmer and noted for saving the lives 

of several seamen who had fallen overboard. The most 

striking life-saving event was on 26 January 1796 when 

the East Indiaman Dutton ran aground carrying more than 

four hundred troops, together with many women and chil-

dren. 

 

Due to the heavy seas, the crew and soldiers 

aboard were unable to get to shore, Pellew 

swam out to the wreck with a line and, with help, 

rigged a lifeline that saved almost all aboard. 

Pellew was promoted to Rear Admiral in 1804 

and appointed Commander-in-Chief of the East 

Indies Station. Therefore on 21 October 1805, 

the day of the Battle of Trafalgar, he was not 

with Nelson but instead he was commanding the 

Royal Navy's fleet in the Indian Ocean aboard 

HMS Culloden.  
HMS Culloden 



- 20 - 

cont. from p. 19 

The assault on Algiers, in 1816 
brought Pellew to more fame when 
he led an Anglo-Dutch fleet against 
the Barbary states which had for 
years preyed on the sea-traffic of 
the Mediterranean, and held thou-
sands of Christian prisoners in 
slavery for ransom.  

Pellew achieved victory at the Bombardment of Algiers 
when he bombarded the town’s strong fortifications and 
after using a tremendous amount of shot finally silenced 
the batteries and destroyed the Algerian fleet. This ac-
tion secured the release of almost three thousand Euro-
pean captives and led to the abolition of slavery in the 
Barbary states. 
In his time he was almost as famous as Nelson, but his 
career lacked the allure of a major victory or a poignant 
death (Pellew died in his bed as the first Lord Exmouth 
of Canonteign). 

Today he is almost forgotten save for some points of geography named in his honour, and 
speculation as to whether he influenced some authors of fiction with his exploits. 
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A BIT OF SYDNEY’S MODELLING 
HISTORY 

Report by Tom Wolf 
I have no idea how or when I got hold of this bit of archival history or when and where it was 
published, but it is illuminating as in a way it does provide some background to ship modelling 
in Sydney, and hence to our Club. It is from an article by Brian Hansford. Brian writes: 
“Dedicated modellers go on and on, I’ve got pictures to prove it. Way back in 1969 I was part 
of the newly formed Sydney Model Ship Club. We met regularly and shared experiences as we 
aorked on various models, arranged visits to actual ships as well as sponsoring a National 
Ship Modelling Contest then. 
Bob Matchett, Vaughan Evans and myself were among the members for several years. There 
was no National Maritime Museum then, just suggestions that such an organisation was need-
ed. Vaughan was among the movers and shakers and in 1988 his 1200 volume maritime book 
collection was accepted for our museum which 
was then being formed. Newspaper reports at the 
time suggested the donation could have been 
worth as much as $50,000. This formed a valuable 
basis for the library which now bears his name.” 
This photo accompanied Brian’s article, it shows 
the Sydney Model Ship Club’s members in 1969 
with some models. Vaughan Evans is circled in the 
photo, Brian Hansford is shown at the right. 
We have previously reported on the invaluable as-
sistance that our members have gained from the 
most helpful staff at the ANMM’s Vaughan Evans 
Library and to the incredible collection of material 
available in the library. 

FLYING A FLAG UPSIDE DOWN 
Report by Tom Wolf 

I got the idea for this report on reading the 
monthly Newsletter from Modellers Cen-

tral, a newsletter I have always enjoyed reading.  
The November issue reported on the wreck with 
heavy loss of life off the coast of South Africa on 4 
August 1782 of an East Indiaman, the 
“Grosvenor”, which was a three-masted ship of 
729 tons on her return voyage to England.  Of the 
150 on board, 123 survived the wreck but most 
then died of privation, only 18 got back to Cape 
Town. Accompanying the article, the newsletter 
published a copy of this oil painting of the wreck of 
“Grosvenor” by George Carter, a historical artist. 
My attention was immediately brought to the im-
age of the red ensign on the transom of the shipwreck being upside down, and I recalled that 
this was a universal and standard nautical distress signal, that displaying a flag in this manner 
is "a signal of dire distress in instances of extreme danger to life or property".  
Young members of the Scout Movement are taught that it is a case of distress if the flag is 
hung upside down as it is being flown to summon aid.  In any case, research on the internet 
suggests that in today’s day and age of other means of communication this signal with a flag 
has been overtaken/discontinued and most countries have developed a “flag protocol”.  
In Australia the flag protocol expressly instructs that the national flag is never to be flown up-
side down even in case of an emergency. 



 MAMOLI’S “BLACK PRINCE” – 
PRIVATEER SCHOONER - (1775) 

     Report by Tom Wolf 
Mamoli Ship Mod-
els made a 1:57 

model kit of the Black Prince 
(MV46) and identifying it as be-
ing “Ben Franklin’s privateer” 
ship. The model is plank-on-
bulkhead construction, length of 
520mm (20.5”) and height 
350mm (13.75”).  
The historical background given 
by the kitmaker differs from the 
research undertaken by the writ-
er but that does not detract from 
the model and its significance. 
Indeed, some claim that the 
Black Prince (aka Friendship) was the precursor of the speedy Baltimore Clippers.  
The most accepted record of Luke Ryan’s exploits in the Black Prince is set out in ”Ben Frank-
lin’s Privateers” by William Bell Clark. 

What is the difference between a pirate and a privateer? Pirates were 
lawless scavengers of the sea who pillaged and sacked for anything 
they could get. They observed and owed allegiance to no nation or 
country. 
Privateers were essentially pirates who sailed under a nation's or 
state's Letter of Marque for the sole purpose of capturing prizes (other 
ships), selling the ship and cargo to make a profit for the officers and 
crews. Only vessels of the enemy were fair game.  
Privateering is almost as old as civilization itself. Records show that 
the Chinese and Japanese practiced privateering as early as 1200 
B.C. The first European records have been traced to the Mediterrane-
an Sea. Of course, these early efforts were not ocean-going, but were 
concentrated around ports, coastal waters and narrow straits. 
The value of privateering for governments lies in the fact that priva-
teers were privately owned vessels. The owners paid the crews, so es-
sentially it was a "free navy." Governments could interrupt the enemy 

supply lines and sea commerce at no cost to them except to issue a piece of paper, a Letter of 
Marque. They did not have to buy, build, rent or outfit any vessel or train, maintain and pay a 
crew. The officers and crew were paid a share of all prize money that realized by the sale of 
the prize vessel and its cargo. They could become wealthy from privateering. 
The American Colonies embraced privateers early on to augment their fledgling Continental 
Navy and the Congress legalized privateering on April 3, 1776 (two months prior to the Decla-
ration of Independence).  
During the American Revolutionary War, one group of privateers sailing directly under the or-
ders of Benjamin Franklin (one of America’s greatest statesmen) commissioned ships in the 
name of the Congress to pillage, steal and burn merchant vessels. During the War, roughly 
55,000 seamen served aboard nearly 1,700 American privateers at one time or another. 
Franklin hired privateers to capture British sailors and use them to exchange for the Americans 

held by the British in dire conditions.  

It is a little-known fact that more Americans died while in British captivity than in all the sea and 

land battles combined. As America’s ambassador to France, Franklin was authorized to issue 

privateering commissions as long as France raised no objections. 
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The exploits of these privateers is largely unknown as after the War they were written out of 
history since regular navy men (including the navy hero John Paul Jones) pretty much des-
pised privateers and considered them to be an undisciplined lot, a collection of thieves, murder-
ers, and rapists – the dregs of society – who enticed able-bodied seamen away from the navy 
with promises of riches, leaving some warships so undermanned they could not put to sea and 
stranded in port.  
At about that time, a young Irishman named Luke Ryan and a group of Irishmen who were in-
different to the American War, ran a profitable operation smuggling French brandy, Dutch tea, 
arms, and other assorted materials between Dunkirk and Dublin. Ryan was the master of the 
Friendship.  
On February 19, 1779, the British revenue service (the coast guard of the period) captured 
Ryan’s vessel, impounded the ship and imprisoned the crew.  
Ryan escaped capture and with other hired men broke his crew out of jail, and then retook his 
ship in a daring midnight raid. In doing so, the Irishmen had committed an act of piracy and 
would hang for it if caught. 
Ryan and his men needed sanctuary and set sail for France where the Americans were looking 
to hire privateers. Once they reached France, he converted Friendship from a smuggler into a 
warship, renamed her Black Prince, and approached Franklin for a privateering commission. 

Franklin didn’t trust the Irishman and 
sent him away empty-handed. 
Ryan hired a down-on-his-luck, unem-
ployed, American ship’s captain from 
Boston, marooned in Paris, named 
Stephan Marchant.  
Ryan sent Marchant to Franklin to ap-
ply for a commission (or Letter of 
Marque) in Marchant’s name as cap-
tain of the Black Prince.  
Unaware he was being duped by 
Ryan, Franklin reluctantly agreed to 
give Marchant and his mostly Irish 
crew a commission on May 19, 1779 
forming an unlikely alliance between 
Franklin, who needed fighting sailors, 
and an Irish punk, who was on the run 
from the British gallows and needed a 
new nationality. 

For nearly two years (even after Marchant had left the ship and returned to Boston), Ryan and 
his Irishmen (now joined by French and Dutch adventurers), with three fast, heavily armed 
cruisers (the Black Prince, the Black Princess, and the Fearnot) did considerable damage to 
British shipping and terrorized British subjects.  
Before the Irishmen were finished, they had captured or destroyed over 114 British ships, won 
numerous engagements against British warships and took hundreds of prisoners.  
The Black Prince took thirty-five enemy vessels, Black Princess forty-three, and Fearnot six-
teen. The Prince and the Princess sailing together took another twenty. A number of other Brit-
ish ships were damaged or forced to stay in port. 
The British employed a large number of ships and soldiers to catch Ryan, and they tied up pre-
cious British military resources – militias had to be stationed along the coast and as many as 
forty British frigates were trying to hunt Ryan down at different times.  
Perhaps even worse, his victories created a financial panic in London as merchant ships re-
fused to sail and maritime insurance rates skyrocketed. 
Therefore it can be safely said that these privateers made a substantial contribution to the out-
come of the American Revolutionary War.  



A SHIPWRECK AT A POPULAR 
SYDNEY BEACH 

Report by Tom Wolf 
The three masted fully rigged iron clipper Hereward was built in Glasgow in 1877.  

She was 77 meters in length and had ton-
nage of 1593 tons gross, the magnificent 
vessel operated as an international cargo 
vessel.  

On 6
th
 May 1898 the Hereward got into difficulties 

en route from Java to Newcastle when it was driv-
en ashore at Maroubra Beach, a popular subur-
ban beach in Sydney.  

After some months, 
salvage efforts almost 
succeeded, but during 
the salvage operation 
a sudden southerly 
gale drove her further 
ashore and she be-
came a total wreck 
when she broke in 
two. 
 
In 2013 extensive por-
tions of the wreck 
were exposed by shift-
ing sands, and divers 
off the beach discov-
ered a brass alloy 
cannon on the wreck. 

The cannon was likely to have been used as a sig-
nal gun or possibly as an anti-piracy protection 
weapon during voyages through the Sumatra 
Straits. 
 
The gun was restored at the WA Museum and the 
restored gun is now on exhibit in the foyer of the 
Maroubra Seals Club, which overlooks the wreck 
site. 
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