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SMSC CLUB S&T MEETING

The next meeting will be on Sunday,

2 June 2019 at 6:30pm at
Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield

unless otherwise notified.
Members and visitors are encouraged to bring projects for discussion.

**************************************************
ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T MEETINGS

As previously notified, the next Endeavour Group S&T for May will be hosted by
Alan Bideleux on Sunday, 19 May 2019, from 10:30am to 12:30pm at

The Henry Sports Club, 144 Henry Lawson Ave, Werrington.

This will also be a MINI-EXPO, members and visitors are encouraged to bring
projects for discussion
The Endeavour Group S&T for July will be hosted by Richard Keyes on
Sunday, 7 July 2019, from 10:00am to 12:00pm at

5 Clement Street, Enfield (aka South Strathfield)

Members and visitors are encouraged to bring projects for discussion

**************************************************

ADVANCE NOTICE FOR THE AUGUST MEETING

As well as the AGM, the August meeting will also feature the Club’s annual “Trash
and Treasure” sales, so get ready to bring all those wonderful items that you no
longer use including kits, tools, books and other Nautical things.

CLUB CONTACTS YOU MAY REQUIRE:
President:
Treasurer:

Harry Goedings
Ralph Hannaford

Vice-Pres:
Secretary:

Michael Bennett
Mike Barton

Please address all correspondence to SMSC and/or any members of the Executive Committee to the Secretary at secretary@smsc.org.au
Please forward all mail and contributions to CHATTEBOX to the Editors, Tom
Wolf and Mike Kelly at tom@aces.net.au

PRESIDENT’S BLOG

Hello again to our members and website visitors and welcome to another great edition of Chatterbox! There’s lots happening at the moment with preparations for the
annual Expo well on track to ensure another successful weekend. The 25 th and 26th
August need to go into your diary with reminders to ensure that you don’t forget this great
event! We also need assistance of our members on the days to assist with a variety of nononerous simple tasks (i.e. ‘meet & greet’, set up etc.) rather than relying upon three or four
committee members.
This is also an opportunity for members to give some consideration to putting up their hand for
positions on the club committee at the upcoming AGM. Being a committee member is not an
onerous task so give it some thought.
A little closer date wise is a ‘Mini-Expo’ hosted by our member Alan Bideleux and being held
on Sunday May 19th at the Henry Sports Club at Werrington County. This event encompasses our Endeavour meeting which will be held concurrently (1100 – 1300) with the expo
which runs from 10am to 4.00pm. There will be some lovely models on display as well as the
opportunity to see modellers at work. We would love to see members of the public attend
(totally free of charge!) to talk about the hobby and hopefully encourage new starters to a rewarding pastime.
We also have a stock of club badges for sale. These are the cloth type suitable for sewing onto shirts or baseball caps and are available at a cost of $4 each. They look great. Contact
Ralph Hannaford re your purchase.

Till next time, happy modelling
Harry

PROJECT
REPORT

A last issue we reported that
one of our newest Members John
Beazley is building a model of
“Colonial Brig Perseverance” as his
first build. John continues to send us
photos of his progress, we publish
them for your pleasure.
Considering that this is John’s first
model build and the learning curve he
is encountering, the model has very
clear lines and is a credit to John.
WELL DONE!
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN 2019
24 and 25
August 2019
As well as our
members, members
of fellow modelling
Clubs and independent entries
are invited.
Contact Michael Bennett on 0411 545 770 or by email
mjbennett@ozemail.com.au
PORT MACQUARIE MODEL BOAT EXPO

The Port Macquarie Model Boat Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers Club,

will take place on 13-14 July 2019.
A SMSC Members display has been organised, if you have not yet
done so, please contact Alan Bideleux (abideleux@gmail.com) and see if there is room
for your models.
Alternatively if you wish to exhibit as an independent exhibitor, please direct all enquiries to David Connolly on 0403 865 331 or by email to <devils4detail@gmail.com>

SYDNEY SCALE MODEL EXPO 2019
The Sydney Scale Model Show (open to everyone for a nominal entry fee)
is to be held at 10 am on 7

September 2019 at St. Marys RSL Club. For more

information please contact: www.sydneyscalemodelshow.net or
<sydneyscalemodelshow@gmail.com>

CANBERRA EXPO
The 2019 Canberra Expo will be held on 21-22

September 2019

at the Mount Rogers School. For more information please contact: Peter
Hateley 0401 670 829(m) or by email to <hpeter@webone.com.au> or contact Bob Evans 6226 8957, or by email to <rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.

EXHIBIT AT RICHMOND
We encourage all our Members to attend the Canberra EXPO even if they do not exhibit, however there may be an exhibition a little closer to home at Richmond in September 2019. Please contact Alan Bideleux (abideleux@gmail.com), it is possible that
a Club display will be set up for those not wishing or unable to go to Canberra.
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EDITOR’S BLOG

It is extremely pleasing when we receive compliments about Chatterbox, we take
our newsletter very seriously and are doing our best, every 2 months, to publish a
worthwhile publication for our readers’ pleasure.
Therefore we were delighted that we received the following email from a most respected historian (to whom we always send a copy of Chatterbox).
Speaking as a former maritime history editor and publisher, I want to say how much I
enjoy seeing the excellent Chatterbox. There's always lots to fascinate a non-hands-on
ship model fan like me, and those historical articles are terrific too.
I was really pleased to see the tribute to Vaughan Evans on p.21.... I was privileged to
know him in the early founding years of ANMM and the last years of his life ... his personal warmth and friendship were outstanding (and his widow Halcyon has continued
that warmth and friendship unabated, both towards the museum and me personally, all
these decades on).
It has saddened me that Vaughan's legacy, the Vaughan Evans Library at ANMM, has
had a cloud over it for several years now ... with shocking staff and budget cutbacks,
consequently offering much reduced services. There have even sometimes been unthinkable rumours floating round that it might be closed altogether and continue only as
a faint digital ghost of itself.
So I wanted to suggest that whenever members of SMSC use the Vaughan Evans Library, it would be really good if they could register that fact with the senior management
of the museum … a note or card in the post or left with a librarian to put in the internal
ANMM mail, or an email direct to the director kevin.sumption@anmm.gov.au or assistant director michael.harvey@anmm.gov.au.
I believe that the voices of specialists & experts in the field of maritime history -- like
your members -- might have some influence on the museum's priorities.
Is this something that might be suggested in a future Chatterbox?
Regards as always
Jeffrey Mellefont
Honorary Research Associate
Australian National Maritime Museum
I have to go on record and state that I personally have had opportunity to utilise the Library’s
facilities and have had nothing but fantastic and professional assistance from the Staff. If as
Jeffrey suggests, due to financial (or other) restraints the Library is in difficulties or cannot provide the same level of service that I have received in the past, then I again must go on record
and express disappointment. Therefore I invite all our members and readers to follow the procedure suggested by Jeffery.
By the way, if you have never been to the library, it is situated in Wharf 7, next to the ANMM
and is an actual treasure trove of information. I sincerely hope that our Club can assist in a
satisfactory outcome for this incredibly valuable asset.

*********************************************

Yet again it is relevant to remind all who attend our S&T’s that it is up to the exhibitor to provide a short report about their exhibits at the S&T. This has been a Club rule for at least the
past 2 years, but apart from some very few members, the other exhibitors feel it appropriate to
allow the Editors to write their articles. This isn’t fair on your Editors who are also modellers
who would rather spend their time modelling and not writing about other people’s models.
This isn’t meant to make exhibiting burdensome or deter members, as the articles don’t need
to be extensive or lengthy, and writing about it (and re-living the experience) may in fact drive
home the comments and advices made by those at the meeting.

Cheers
Tom
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ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T on 16
March 2019 at Hurstville

Photos and report by Mike Kelly and Tom Wolf
The March Endeavour group was held at Mike Kelly’s Hurstville home, the meeting
was well attended.by 8 members and 2 visitors.
Ralph Hannaford was first to show with a 1:60 scale Corel model
of the Endeavour. It is a commission he has taken on from a Sydney Harbour ferry master.

The model is to have the same colour scheme as the replica. Ralph has found some of the laser cut parts ill-fitting and the walnut planking difficult to work with, some parts are also missing. His next step is to make the missing channels in walnut and varnish the hull.
Richard Keyes brought along a model of a
“concept superyacht” designed by Hareide Design Norway. It is just an idea never meant to
become a real vessel. In fact it would not be a
very good or seaworthy one anyway.
Richard made it using 3 artist’s renditions he
found on the internet after seeing a picture of it
in a yachting magazine. The look just grabbed
him and the challenge of turning it into a model
was an interesting one.
Problems developed when it
turned out that the three pictures were not in the same
proportion. It was impossible
to make it as shown in one
picture using the dimensions
taken from another picture.
So the whole model is a compromise. The company did
not respond to Richard’s request for more information,
(they probably didn’t have
any), but they did send a “Well done” when they were sent photos of the finished model.
cont. p. 6
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cont. from p.5
It is not one of Richard’s best models but he had
fun making it.
The model is made from chemo-wood and styrene plastic with a bit of wood. The helicopter
was made by a 3D printer and the garden was
made by a diorama maker friend of Richard’s
who does great dioramas
for the Maritime Museum. The “sea” was bought from a hobby store, and the case was supplied by City West Plastics in Rydamere, a recommended source of
perspex cases.
Richard also brought along a miniature canon made by his friend (and
our former member) Kevin Hudson. The barrel is turned brass and the
bore is drilled. We were delighted to hear that Kevin is recovering from
his serious illness.
Mike Barton displayed his “Duyfken”again. Since the last S & T he has
fastened 3 strakes (2 x 2 mm walnut) and the lower wale (2 x 4 mm
walnut) per side. All were bent with the hand-held plank bender. The
wale was the most difficult one to hold in
place and so, after bending it, about 10
evenly spaced 0.5 mm holes were drilled in
it. It was then pinned in place (no glue yet).
Against the lower edge of the wale and into
the hull were forced several pins. The wale
was then removed.
These lower pins were left in the hull and
they gave a datum line, above which to apply the glue. The wale was then placed
gradually along these pins and re-pinned in
place. He also used planking screws as the
area below the wale will be painted white
and so the holes left from the planking
screws can be filled and will not be seen.
The photo shows the wale in place. Note the
pins beneath the wale as a guide for its position, and pins and planking screws securing
it in place.
As Richard Keyes brought along his completed model of the same ship (kit from Modellers Central), Mike was able to gather some
hints to the successful completion of his
model.
Note the bubble wrap cradle Richard has
made for transporting and displaying his
model.
After the articles in the last Chatterbox regarding timber plank bending, Mike Barton
then explained his way of bending timber.
Since he has been in the Club (and he was the first member of the Club!), he couldn’t recall
anyone explaining exactly why heat allows you to change the shape of timber, so he thought
he would remedy this (third world) problem. Basically timber consists of cellulose and lignin.
The cellulose is what the cell walls are made from and the lignin is an organic polymer (plastic
or resin) which glues the cells together.
cont. p. 7
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cont. from p.6
When enough heat, whether it be from a steamer, clothes iron, soldering iron, etc is applied,
the lignin softens to a point where the cells can move in relation to each other. When the lignin
cools it resets holding the cells in their new position.
Mike has only constructed four model timber ships and has bent timber using

a plank bender that he made

a purchased plank bender

a clothes iron and

his steamer
Using the bought plank-bender is probably the quickest method; however he found the steamer the best method for difficult/tight bends.
Mike then described the construction of his steamer
(which he brought along). The upper and lower sections of the kettle are snapped together so if you boil
some water in it, this will slightly soften the plastic and
you can prise the two kettle halves apart with a couple
of screwdrivers, (after emptying the kettle). Two holes
are formed in the top half: one as a filler hole and the
other to direct the steam out. For the filler hole, he used
irrigation fittings and he used plumbing fittings for the
steam exit port. Bunnings has an extensive range of
fittings to choose from. A length of copper pipe with more plumbing fittings and a flexible water
connector were used to join the pipe to the kettle. So as to just keep the water boiling, Mike
used some electrical controller which had an earlier life somewhere else. When in use, Mike
angles the pipe down so as to retain the steam a bit longer. He also inserts and removes the
planks with tongs.
During this discussion John Beazley demonstrated the planking crimpers that he had recently purchased which had 3 different cutters. It was agreed that using crimpers one has to
be careful not to cut through the plank.
Visitor Ed Fong brought along an Endeavour model
by Corel, like most of us he admits it has sat on the
shelf for a few years. He has finished the first planking and filled some gaps with filler. He was congratulated on a very credible job for his first attempt at a
wooden model ship. Richard Keyes then advised Ed
to use contact adhesive for the second planking.
There are quite a few members who have made
models of Endeavour (some more than one), so there should not be any shortage of guidance
or advice as Ed progresses his model.
Another visitor, Malcolm Armour showed an
Airfix model of the German ship Graf Spee, it is a
1:600 scale model. He bought the kit quite a few
years ago when he was 21. Malcom was looking
for any reference books on the Graf Spee and
our host Mike Kelly was happy to oblige..
Dach Hall is building a 1:24
scale half model with an open
top cabin model of the 25 ft
“Top Hat 25” yacht Adagio
that was once popular on Sydney Harbour. The plans were
found on the internet.
cont. p.8
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cont. from p.7
Janos Nemeth floored us all with his Sovereign of the Seas. This is
the model of the largest warship of its era, a ship that due to historical
circumstances had 3 names over its life.
Originally named the “Sovereign of the Seas”, to build this ship Charles
I introduced the greatly unpopular “ship’s tax” that was partly to blame
for his downfall, then Oliver Cromwell had the name changed to
“Sovereign” and Charles II had it renamed “Royal Sovereign” after the
Restoration. The individual carvings (let alone the rest of the timberwork) are immaculate.

Janos estimates that he has spent around 3,000 hours in this construction and he has completed approximately 500 carvings which he estimates is two thirds complete.
Mike Kelly explained how he had been experimenting with different mediums to make
a sea base for his collection of waterline
ship models. In the process he used plasticine, Selley’s no gap filler, crepe paper, plaster of Paris and dental plaster.

He also showed how he finished one of the waterline models he had purchased (and exhibited
previously) by completing rigging and radio wiring and installing the model in a glass case.
He had used dental clay in making the “sea” but
then put plasticine on top to make the waves.
This was then painted using acrylic paint.
Tom Wolf finished off the morning’s proceedings by explaining how editing Chatterbox is
done and reminding those attending that the hot silicone mould method will be demonstrated
at the May S&T hosted by Alan Bideleux.
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SMSC MEETING S&T on 7 April,
2019 at Wests Ashfield

Photos by Sandy Wolf, report by Michael Bennett and Tom Wolf

What a great evening! What a great turnout! For those that stayed, what a great dinner! The
S&T started immediately the Committee meeting wound up, we had 19 members, spouses and
visitors attending.
Stan Brown was first up, he brought along an old map
of central Sydney, to be more precise, an old parish map
of the Parish of St. Andrew.

Stan also brought along a photo of the Sydney Harbour Bridge dated February 1932 taken with
a view towards Garden Island, and berthed there is a County Class heavy battle cruiser which
may be either HMAS Australia (ll) or HMAS Canberra (sister ships of the RAN). We will let our
readers decide.
Next to present, John
Beazley (who is building
the Modellers Central
Colonial Brig Perseverance), asked questions regarding installing
the shrouds and the
deadeyes, and he received many bits of advice, including the use
of deadeye spacers. As
Janos Nemeth had a model at the
meeting that utilised a deadeye
spacer (and it was still on the model), Janos demonstrated and explained its use, this is likely to help
all at the S&T.
Richard Keyes paid a tribute to
Kevin Hudson, formerly a member
of SMSC. Kevin has built a fantasy
pirate ship with animated figures
and a wheeled carriage support.
This model is to be displayed at the
forthcoming Sydney Royal Easter
Show.
cont. p. 10
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cont. from p.9
We welcomed Ed Fong (who was at the
last Endeavour Group S&T and has since
joined as a member) and he again
brought along his Corel HMB Endeavour. His problem was that he had used
black texta to caulk the deck and it has
seeped into the timbers and became
fuzzy. It was suggested that he try scraping or sanding it back, alternatively to lay
a very thin deck on top of it. Ed also had
the problem that since planking the hull
some timbers have shrunk leaving gaps.
This is a common problem if the plank is
wet (to facilitate bending) and the next
plank is laid without letting the first plank
dry. When drying the plank shrinks a little.
He was advised that a little PVA glue and
sawdust in the gap and sanding back will
fill the gap with the same colour as the
planks so as not to be too obvious.
Maurice York was given a Lego ship-ina-bottle kit for Christmas by his family. It
is made up of about 400 bits, and he
showed us pictures of the completed project. He didn’t bring the project to show
because he was worried about the hundreds of pieces coming apart.

Evert van Oeteren brought along an older
plastic model of HMS Victory and he was
concerned about the paint colouring to be
used. He was advised that the Victory had
what is call the “Nelson Chequer”, a combination of ochre and black paint that gave the appearance of a chequer board when the gunports were open.
Ralph Hannaford was concerned about the
Perspex case he wishes to have made for his
Colonial Brig Perseverance which will stand
about 750mm high. He was reminded that a
Perspex maker that Richard Keyes used was
probably the most experienced with these cases and that he may seek his advice. Alternatively, Tom Wolf has designed (and made) a
timber frame/Perspex case that comes apart
to allow easy access to the model.
cont. p. 11
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cont. from p.10

Janos Nemeth brought along his model of Oliver
Cromwell, an American ship of the period of the
American Revolutionary War which was captured
by the British. There is a degree of confusion as
there may have been a number of American ships
by this name, the one that Janos is making was a
privateer operating under letters of marque signed
by John Hancock and known as “Beaver’s Prize”.
The model is now ready for rigging, the lower level
of planks are not laid to make the model appear to
be like Admiralty models.
This model was used in the discussion about deadeye spacers. As we have come to expect,
the figurehead and the stern art are extremely beautifully carved and a credit to Janos’ craft.
Tom Wolf has resumed building HMT
Dunera and he related a brief history of
this ship as relevant in Australia, particularly as many of the German prisoners,
mostly anti-Nazi refugees who had
sought refuge in England and who became caught up by fifth column fears in
England when the Low Countries were
invaded. They were sent to Australia on
this ship in 1940 and very many became
prominent in Australian society. The
ship is built in a bread-and-butter construction.
Although not related to maritime subject, Michael
Bennett has spent the last month creating 1:1000
scale models of historically important buildings
along Bondi Road in Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs as
requested by the local historical society. Another
fine example of Michael’s miniaturist skills..
Finally, before we concluded the meeting and went
for dinner at Wests Club, the question of a “Group
Build” was raised. The idea is that over a period of
a few months, meeting at say 3 weekly periods,
each member of the group may build an identical
simple model. All those interested were invited to contact the Secretary.
And so finished a really fantastic evening, very successful both from a modelling point
of view and as a social event.
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FURLING SAILS

by Richard Keyes

While the argument about whether to put sails on models goes on, there are
some cases where doing so is a definite plus. On small ships such as schooners
and sloops, sails can add interest without obscuring much detail. Another approach is to add only a few sails instead of the full suit. On my kit model of a bomb ketch I decided to go one better and have partially-furled sails; see photo. As we all know, sails at a
small scale do not act like the genuine article and won’t hang realistically—the material doesn’t
allow it. Here is my method of overcoming this problem.
First prepare the sail with
boltropes, paneling etc. A
material called “lawn,” obtainable from fabric suppliers
such as Home Yardage or
Spotlight, makes an acceptable-looking sail. Worn-out
pillowcases and handkerchiefs work too. If it is new
material, give it a good wash
first and then soak it in diluted stain or weak coffee to
reduce the whiteness.
Cut the sail to about half its
normal vertical length. Anything longer than that will be
too bulky once you start to
furl it.

Then make a wire frame or jig
with loops in it, which is attached
to the underside of the yard
(figure 1). Drill holes in the underside of the yard to accept the
ends of this frame (figure 2).
Finally, attach the sail to the yard
in the manner suitable to the period. Attach the appropriate blocks
and furling lines and use them to
gently pull the sail up until it
meets the loops in the wire frame
(figure 3). This creates the appearance of a partially furled sail.
Tease the material until it looks
natural. When you are happy with
the look, belay the furling lines to
the appropriate pin rails. If any of
the wire frame is visible on the aft side of the sail, glue a bit of spare sail material over it. This
extra material will hardly be noticeable when the model is finished.
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LEON’S TIPS & TRICKS #8:
Hello members, in this session we will deal with Assembling the Rear Gallery.. This works for me!

1.
Remove panel from the template to
start to assemble the rear gallery

2

3.
The panel has a curve in it that will
have to be formed before installation.

Set a container with cold water nearby

4.
Submerge the panel for at least 15
minutes
5,
Take out the panel
and clamp it to the bench in
the middle and support it at
both ends to create the
curve needed but don’t try
to make the curve too big. It
is allowed to dry for 2 hours.
It will spring back a little and
this procedure may need to
be repeated.
cont. p. 14
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cont. from p.13

6

7
Place bottom rear gallery piece on
and side pieces in position.

The panel is ready to be installed.

8

9

10 Fill where required and touch up
with paint

11 Completed galleries and the rear
counter painted black

12 Decorative pieces added and
painted

13
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Paint all galleries

Glaze all windows

PROJECT REPORT:
ARTESANIA LATINA’S
“JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO”

Report by Tom Wolf using notes by Michael Butcher
Our member and regular contributor, Michael Butcher has been
at it again. Vowing to take a break until he was to gain some inspiration and to recover his health after a series of medical issues, he recently completed building a composite wood/plastic
model of the Juan Sebastian de Elcano, a training ship of the
Royal Spanish Navy. We are honoured indeed to have this modeller’s notes on his building of the model.
On a whim, Michael bought the kit made by Artesania Latina. It is
a very small wooden ship model with the finest detailing that realistically recreates the beautiful real life 4 masted schooner built in
Cadiz, Spain which has been a training ship for Spanish cadets
scaled 1:250 (455mms stem to stern × 272mms height × 50mms
width).
The kitmaker claims that it is
designed as a starter kit and
supplied with a preformed
plastic hull for an easy assembly, it includes all the
necessary elements for the
construction: paints, glue,
modelling
cutter,
brush,
sanding block and tweezers.
Its construction system using
false keel and frames brings
the assembly of the model
closer to the construction of
the actual ship.
The model includes laser cut board pieces, hardwood, brass, die-cast and fabric. For the assembly you can follow the complete full-colour step by step guide in 7 languages, accompanied by real-scale drawings of the ship. It is claimed to be an excellent kit for introduction into
the relaxing world of wooden sailing ship modelling.
Michael reports that it does, however, involve a fair amount of small & delicate assembly of the
deck houses, cast fittings etc, all of which require careful painting.

cont. p. 16
- 15 -

cont. from p. 15

As far as we are aware, there are other
wooden kit models of this famous ship.
Another by Artesania Latina scaled 1:110
which is a full wooden model and definitely
not for beginners, and a Constructo kit
scaled 1:205 which is also for beginners.
Juan Sebastian de Elcano is a training ship
for the Royal Spanish Navy.
It is a four-masted topsail, steel-hulled barquentine (schooner barque) with 21 sails of a total
sail area of 2,870 m2. At 113 metres long, a beam of 13.11m and a height of 48.5m, with a
draft of 7m, it is the third-largest tall ship in the world. Launched in
1927, its plans were used twenty-five years later to construct its
Chilean sail training vessel sister ship Esmeralda in 1952-1954.
It is named after Spanish explorer Juan Sebastian
Elcano, captain of Ferdinand Magellan's last exploratory fleet and the man who completed the first circumnavigation of the world after Magellan’s death.
The ship also carries the Elcano coat of arms, which
was granted to the family by Emperor Charles I following Elcano's return in 1522 from Magellan's global expedition. The coat of arms is a globe with the
motto "Primus Circumdedisti Me" (meaning: "First to
circumnavigate me") on the prow below the figurehead which is a Roman goddess.
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SYDNEY ROYAL EASTER SHOW 2019
ARTS & CRAFTS COMPETITION

Members of our Club have previously performed very well at this prestigious annual
open competition, and this year is no exception. Models were entered by members
in CRAFT CLASS 290: Model or Miniature in Wood made from scratch. (Kits not allowed).
Richard Keyes informed us at the April S&T that former member Kevin Hudson had entered
his fantasy pirate ship with animated figures riding a wave of dolphins and a wheeled carriage
support.
Our member, Janos Nemeth, also entered the competition with his award winning “Le Canot
Imperial”, Napoleon’s barge. This model is the subject of Chatterbox Special Issue #3 and
readers will recall the large number of individual carvings that make up the whole model, including the marquetry on the oar blades..
After the completion of judging, the winner was a non-maritime related sculpture, Janos was
awarded Second Prize, and Kevin was awarded Third Prize in the Class.
Photos of the 3 winning entries is shown below, with Janos’ model in the centre and Kevin’s on
the right, we will allow our readers to decide their preferences.

Kevin was also awarded Second Prize for another different entry in a different Class, his marquetry portrait of Beethoven.
WELL DONE!!
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~
NUESTRA SENORA DE LAS
MERCEDES
Report by Tom Wolf
Following on from the article in Chatterbox issue #43 (March 2019) about the treasure of HMS
Hussar and the legal battles involving Odyssey Marine Exploration, reference is made to the
treasure aboard the Spanish ship Nuestra Señora de las Mercedes.
Launched in 1786 in Havana, Cuba (then a Spanish colony) as a Spanish Navy frigate, she
was sunk by the British off the south coast of Portugal on 5 October 1804 during the Battle of
Cape Santa Maria.
At the time of the naval action Spain and Britain were at peace with each other, although Spain
was about to join as a supporter of Napoleon and thereby come to be at war with Britain, and
in fact the treasures on board were to fund Spain in that war against the British.
The Spanish frigate was part of a small flotilla sailing from Montevideo (Uruguay) to Cadiz
(Andalusia, Spain), transporting silver, gold, vicuna, cinnamon and quinoa. The other ships in
the flotilla were the Medea, Santa Clara and Fama.
The flotilla was intercepted by a British Navy task force, commanded by Graham Moore
aboard HMS Indefatigable, and ordered to change course and proceed to a British port for
inspection. The Spanish commanding officer objected, claiming that the two nations were at
peace, and declared that they would not comply with the order.
Despite being outgunned and outnumbered, he ordered battle quarters, but a single shot from the HMS
Amphion hit the Mercedes's powder
magazine causing an explosion that
sank the ship resulting in the loss of
250 Spanish crewmen.
The other three vessels were then
interned in Britain.
In fiction this action is described
(quite differently) by C. S. Forester in
“Hornblower and the Hotspur”, and
by Patrick O'Brian in “Post Captain”.
In 2007 the company Odyssey Marine Exploration reported having found, at an undisclosed
location, a very rich shipwreck code-named "Black Swan". Odyssey recovered almost 500,000
silver and gold coins from the wreck, and transported them to the United States.
Spanish researchers quickly identified the ship found by Odyssey with the Nuestra Señora de
las Mercedes and the Spanish government started a legal battle to halt what they considered
was an act of illegal looting.
Peru attempted to claim the treasure as being originally plundered by the Spanish. However, a
court case decided that the Spanish government was the rightful successor of interest because at the time of the wreck,
cont. p. 19
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Peru was considered a Spanish colony and not a separate legal entity, therefore it had no legal standing to be entitled to the proceeds of the lawsuit.
A U.S. federal court and a panel from the United States Court of Appeals upheld the Spanish
claim to the contents of the ship; Spain took control of the treasure in February 2012.
A very small number of coins and effects recovered from the ship were deposited in Gibraltar,
because they showed clear signs coherent with an internal explosion on the ship and thus confirmed Spanish claims to the wreck being that of the Nuestra Señora de las Mercedes. They
were not returned to Spain until 2013, when a court finally ordered Odyssey Marine to return
the missing pieces.
In 2015 the Spanish government commanded an archaeological expedition to study the
shipwreck, which proved that
Odyssey had damaged the
remnants of the ship when extracting coins.
Model kitmaker Occre has produced a plank-on-frame, 1:85
scale model kit of Nuestra Señora de las Mercedes featuring height of 640mm; length of
845mm and width of 365mm.
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ADMIRAL POPHAM’S TELEGRAPHIC
SIGNAL CODE (or the "Telegraphic
Signals of Marine Vocabulary")

Report by Tom Wolf
Ship to ship communication has always been very haphazard and in a large fleet a system
was essential to save time and material. The global character of the navy required linking individual ships to larger fleet formations.
Many systems were tried over the centuries that did not involve men travelling between ships
to convey messages. Eventually in 1738, Mahé de la Bourdonnais, a French officer, developed
a system that was the base for every flaghoist signalling code used afterwards.
The Popham code is based on the principle of the code developed by de la Bourdonnais and
utilised the flag numbering system introduced in 1799 by Admiral Lord Howe based on a set of
flags numbered 0 to 9 that when hoisted in various combinations could transmit words, numbers, or messages listed in the Signal Book. Each letter of the alphabet was allotted a number,
enabling words to be spelled out. The numeral flags could also be used to send numbers as
such. But most signals were two-or three-flag combinations which referenced messages in the
Signal Book, e.g. to discontinue the engagement, to pursue the enemy, to anchor, etc.
The Signal Book was so arranged that the sender and receiver could quickly compose and interpret flag hoists but Howe's system was impractical for sending long messages due to the
large number of flags required to spell out individual words.
The Signal Book was further developed by Captain (later Admiral) Sir Home Popham published in 1799 and revised in 1803, 1813 and 1816.
Sir Home Popham was born on 12 October 1762 in Gibraltar, in
1778 he abandoned his studies and enlisted in the Royal Navy as
an able seaman. He served till the end of the American War of
Independence and afterwards, in 1781 he was captured by the
French but was exchanged and returned to service, and in 1783
he was promoted to lieutenant.
Between 1787 and 1793 he was engaged in a series of commercial ventures but then became embroiled in litigation, and while
this dispute was going on he resumed his career as a naval officer. In the spring of 1798 the Admiralty created a force of coastal
militia following a plan by Popham.
On 8 May 1798 Popham led an expedition to Ostend to destroy
the sluice gates of the Bruges Canal, but his force became surrounded and had to surrender as adverse winds prevented their
re-embarkation. It was during this period (perhaps in captivity before being returned home) that Popham began work on a standard signal instructions handbook for the Royal Navy.
During service on HMS Romney at the
First Battle of Copenhagen (1801), the
telegraphic equipment was tested.
Popham had developed a "vocabulary" system by which three- or
four-flag hoists referenced words or phrases in the Signal Book in
which each sign was a number, and each combination a different
state of readiness. The vocabulary was limited and totally nautical,
apposite to a direct command.
Each letter in the alphabet was allocated a number except for I & J
which had one for both, also V comes before U.
Although at Copenhagen boats could have been sent ashore to get
messages, it was unnecessary using only flag signals.
cont. p. 21
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The first and second part, numbers 26 to 996 and 126 to 1996 were arranged alphabetically,
the third part 2026 to 2993 were a series of complex messages arranged alphabetically by subject. Certain numbers are missed throughout the dictionary probably to stop confusion when
hoisted. I.e. 121 or 1211 it seems to be where ever two identical number that are separated by
another so 131 and 1311, 141 and 1411, 595 and 1595 and so on.
Further to avoid confusion, for repeated numbers a substitute flag was provided. In Nelson's
signal to the fleet at Trafalgar this flag, yellow with black stripes along the top and bottom, was
employed in the hoist for the word “do” (No. 221), substituting for a second no. 2 flag.
The message shows one of the shortcomings of Popham's code as even the two-letter "do" required three flags hoisted for the signal.
This Code includes more or less 3000 numeric signals that correspond to words, expressions
or even whole sentences and remained in use at the time of Trafalgar and Nelson's famous
signal is a fine example of how it worked.
This type of hoist was preceded by the so-called telegraph flag, indicating that a vocabulary
message was to be sent. The signal was terminated by a finishing flag, functioning like the period at the end of a sentence.
Receiving ships acknowledged the signal by hoisting the Affirmative flag, indicating that it had
been seen and understood. If the signal was seen but not understood, receiving ships hoisted
the Affirmative flag over numeral flag no. 8.
The new signals were immensely useful to Nelson at Trafalgar in developing navy tactics in secret and in fact as the British fleet closed with the opposing combined fleets of France and
Spain, Lord Nelson signalled all the necessary battle instructions to his ships.
Nevertheless, realising the importance of the battle he instructed his signal officer, Lieutenant
John Pasco, to signal to the fleet, as quickly as possible, the message "England confides that
every man will do his duty." Pasco suggested to Nelson that “expects” be substituted for
“confides” (i.e. is confident), since the former word was in the signal book, whereas “confides”
would have to be spelt out letter-by-letter. Nelson agreed to the change.
The code numbers are believed to have been hoisted on the mizzenmast, one after another,
with the "telegraphic flag" (a red over white diagonally-split flag) also being flown to show that
the signals employed Popham's Code. The word “duty” was not in the codebook (and was not
replaced as “confides” had been), so had to be spelt out.

A team of four to six men, led by Lt. Pasco, would have prepared and hoisted the flags on
board Lord Nelson's flagship HMS Victory, the whole message required twelve "lifts". It is believed that it would have taken about four minutes, with the end of the message indicated by an "end of code" flag (blue over yellow diagonally split).
Despite popular belief that this was the last signal communicated by Nelson
before his death, in fact there was one further signal hauled up and kept aloft
at Lord Nelson’s command, namely to "engage the enemy more closely" before a single British cannon had been fired at the enemy.
The 'Telegraph' flag (divided diagonally from the bottom left red over white)
would have been raised but hauled down to be replaced by the Signal No. 16
which was flag No, 1 (a blue cross on a white field), over flag No.6 (divided
horizontally blue-white-red).
This signal remained aloft until it was shot away in the heat of battle.
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HMB ENDEAVOUR

Report by Tom Wolf
With many of our Members having built an “Endeavour”, currently
building one, or planning to build a model, it is surprising that so
many don’t know all there is to know about this ship which was so
instrumental in changing the history of the world. Yet at just about every one
of the Club’s S&T’s we have to relate these facts to somebody.
We reproduce an article from the Internet that explains what to me are the
most important facts about the ship. There are many other facts that are relevant, these are contained in the book Endeavour: The Ship and the
Attitude that Changed the World by Peter Moore (Chatto & Windus,
2018).

5 facts about Captain Cook’s HMS Endeavour

The famed South Pacific voyage by James Cook and his crew in HMS Endeavour (1768–71)
resulted in huge advances in European scientific knowledge, an important milestone in what
became known as the 'Age of Reason'.
But how much is known about the famous ship in which the crew sailed? As news emerges
that the mystery of the final resting place of HMS Endeavour may have finally been solved, Peter Moore shares five facts about the first European vessel to reach the east coast of what’s
now known as Australia

1.

The ship wasn’t always called Endeavour

2.

The vessel worked in the coal trade, named the Earl of Pembroke

Although often referred to as HMS Endeavour today, the vessel was actually registered on the
navy list as HM Bark Endeavour (a ‘bark’ being a term for a type of sailing vessel).
But this was only one of the bark’s three names. From its launch in 1764 until the ship was
bought by the navy in 1768, it was called the Earl of Pembroke.
Soon after Endeavour was sold out of service in 1775, it was given a third new identity as Lord
Sandwich. These shifts in identity have confused historians for centuries.
The link between Endeavour and Lord Sandwich was only established in the late 1990s, revealing the vessel’s full history for the first time.
The Earl of Pembroke was built in Whitby, North Yorkshire, and launched in the summer of
1764. The vessel was built predominantly of oak, the timber most likely sourced from the nearby vales. Yorkshire oak was notoriously slow-growing and tough and it was believed to produce excellent timber.
The Earl of Pembroke was built by the master-builder Thomas Fishburn for a veteran master
mariner called Thomas Milner. In the 1700s, vessels were distinguished by the design of their
hulls. The Earl of Pembroke was a bark, a type of ship that was flush decked, had rounded
bows, boxy bodies and flat bottoms that made them ideal for coastal sailing.
The Earl of Pembroke was designed for the coal trade and so it had a generous storage capacity. Milner sailed the vessel on its maiden voyage in July 1764, calling for coals on the river
Tyne and then bringing them back along the coastal route to London. The Earl of Pembroke
continued to work in the coal trade over the next four years.

3. The ship became HMS Endeavour after it was selected as James
Cook’s exploring vessel
The major transformation in the bark’s life began in March 1768 when the vessel was selected
for a speculative voyage to the South Seas (South Pacific). It was identified as suitable due to
its storage capacity and availability – possibly by Alexander Dalrymple, a Scottish hydrographer (someone who surveys bodies of water).
cont. p. 23
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The Earl of Pembroke was then taken to the Royal Dockyard at Deptford where, between April
and July 1768, it underwent a total refit. New decks were installed. Ten carriage guns were
brought on deck.
A ship’s company of 94 was raised under the command of a lieutenant called James Cook.
Among these, too, was a party of natural historians led by a wealthy and energetic gentleman
and adventurer called Joseph Banks.
The ship was filled with precision instruments and scientific apparatus to aid the collection of
specimens and to allow an astronomer called Charles Green to accurately observe a celestial
event called the transit of Venus [a rare phenomenon in which Venus passes across the sun].
A new name – Endeavour – was selected too. One strong candidate for choosing the name is
the First Lord of the Admiralty and hero of the 1759 battle of Quiberon Bay, Edward Hawke.

4.

The Endeavour almost foundered during its voyage to Australia

5.

The ship played a role in the American revolutionary war

The facts of Endeavour’s famous circumnavigation are
well known: there is the passage across the Pacific to
Tahiti to attempt to chart the transit of Venus; the encircling of New Zealand and the hair-raising cruise up the
east coast of what we now call Australia.
Making landfall at Botany Bay in 1770, Cook claimed
swathes of the region for the British crown, despite the
presence of large Indigenous communities.
This cruise led to the most famous episode in the
ship’s life. On a calm night in June 1770 the vessel collided with an outcrop of the Great Barrier Reef.
Only uncommon luck with the tides and the weather
(along with the strong oak frame) kept the vessel afloat. It was an entire (and perilous) day before it was wrenched off.
This episode is a central part of the traditional Endeavour story. Over the past 30 years, new
and contrasting views of the voyage have emerged in oral histories from the indigenous peoples of the Pacific.
Having been at sea for nearly three years and having played a part in such a momentous voyage, the vessel was largely forgotten upon its return to Britain.
For several years afterwards, Endeavour was used as a naval store ship that carried supplies
and soldiers to a new imperial outpost on the Falkland Islands. Exhausted from all this deepsea voyaging, Endeavour was sold out of the service and into private hands in 1775.
It might have been broken down for scrap, had it not been for the outbreak of war between Britain and the North American colonies shortly after. In the summer of 1775, the British ministry
and King George III decided on a policy of war and a massive auxiliary army was raised to
suppress the rebellion.
An old, but still roomy vessel, Endeavour was once again useful. The vessel was repaired in
the Thames at Christmas 1775, renamed Lord Sandwich, and the following spring it set sail as
part of a massive invasion fleet for America.
The ship was in New York during the battle of Brooklyn in 1776 (the largest battle of the Revolutionary War).
Later the Lord Sandwich moved to Newport, Rhode Island, where it was used by the British as
a prison ship. In August 1778, with a French attack on Newport imminent, it was sunk (or
‘scuttled’) by the British in a desperate effort to ruin the harbour.
Ever since the identification of the Lord Sandwich as Endeavour in the 1990s, a team of marine archaeologists have been trying to resolve which one of the hundreds of shipwrecks in
Narragansett Bay is that of the Endeavour.
In September 2018, it was announced that the team has identified what they believe to be the
wreck, with the search narrowed to just “one or two sites”.
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IS MODEL MAKING “A LABOUR OF
LOVE” OR “A LOVE OF LABOUR”?
Editorial comment by Tom Wolf
Time and again when people see my models (even though I know they are not as good as
those of many others), they say “I wouldn’t have the patience to do that”. Or, “I wouldn’t have
the time to do that”. Or a variety of excuses, none of which stack up. They are just excuses.
I am the first to acknowledge that model making is not for everyone, and model shipbuilding is
a particularly challenging hobby. BUT you don’t have to be a carpenter to do it, there is no time
limit in completing a model, and it is definitely better than vegetating for hours in front of the TV
watching the umpteenth repeat of a show you didn’t want to watch anyway.
Quite often the question asked of me is “How long did it take you to build that?”. To which my
response is, “It ain’t a hobby if you have to hurry”. The fact is, that we spend few hundred dollars to buy a kit and tool up to do the build, then we spend hundreds of hours to complete the
build. If you add it all up, even of you succeed in selling the completed model you are lucky to
have earned under $5 per hour and if you are looking to earn a living at it you are better off
cleaning tables at McDonalds.
So, why do we put ourselves through all this? The answer is, for me, SANITY. While I am
building I generally go into a “zone” and switch off completely from all worries, personal, financial, world etc. I sometimes even switch off from family issues although my wife soon reminds
me that I have some responsibilities (I don’t know why as she makes the decisions in my name
anyhow).
So, putting humorous anecdotes aside, why do so many of us all around the world do model
shipbuilding? The “zone” argument is strong. But so is self satisfaction and self esteem. The
first time a visitor comes to my home and sees a model on display, the “WOW! Factor” is incredibly satisfying. And when they incredulously ask “Did you do that?” and you bashfully and
truthfully answer “Yes” and you see that look of dismay and admiration on the visitors’ face, it
makes it all worthwhile. All the money and time spent become meaningless.
That is all because all human beings like a challenge and to be complimented on a result well
achieved.
I keep reminding my fellow modellers that my first wooden model of Corel’s Endeavour took 29
years to complete It stood idle and collecting dust while I courted and married, had children
and created a career to pay my way. Yet the model was there staring me in the face and frustrating me until I did complete it. Now that I have completed a number of other models I realise
how terrible the finish is, but I do not correct anything as it was the best I could do at that time.
This is why there is a saying among modellers that a model is never finished, it is merely abandoned.
Going back to that first effort. 29 years, hundreds of dollars spent, but I still get a glow when I
explain the story and receive the compliments.
So, to answer the question posed by the title of this article, despite the many hours spent in
the labour of creating a finished model, it is the fun of modelling and creativity that is worthwhile and remembered down the years, it is definitely a labour of love.
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