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ISSUE # 46 SEPTEMBER 2019 

 The next S&T meeting will be on Sunday, 6 October 2019  at 
6:30pm at  Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Rd,  Ashfield un-

less otherwise notified, Committee meeting starts at 6:00pm. 
Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion 

******************************************************** 
The next meeting of the Endeavour Group will be at the home of  

Fay and Stan Brown on Saturday, 2 November 2019 from 10:00am 
to noon at 1 Dell Place, Georges Hall  

unless otherwise notified  
Members and visitors are encouraged to bring projects for display  

and discussion 

NEXT CLUB MEETINGS 

RICHARD KEYES 
was awarded this  

prestigious Award for 
2019. 

 

WELL DONE! 
 

Our readers will be 
able to access photos 

of all the models 
displayed by SMSC 

members at EXPO’19 
in a Special Issue of 

Chatterbox to be 
published soon. 

LEON GRIFFITHS SHIELD FOR 
MODEL SHIPBUILDER AWARD 2019 

The complete CHATTERBOX INDEX is now available at smsc.org.au 
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Please address all correspondence to SMSC and/or any members of the 
Executive Committee to the Secretary at secretary@smsc.org.au 

 
 

Please forward all mail and contributions to CHATTERBOX to the Editors, 
Tom Wolf at tom@aces.net.au or Mike Kelly at mikelly118@gmail.com 

LAST MINUTE NOTICES! 
SYDNEY SCALE MODEL EXPO’19  

7 September 2019 at St. Marys RSL Club. 
Members are invited to attend the Sydney Scale Model Show 
(open to everyone for a nominal entry fee). Please contact: 

<sydneyscalemodelshow.net> or 
<sydneyscalemodelshow@gmail.com>  

CANBERRA EXPO’19  
will be held on 21-22 September 2019 at the 

Mount Rogers School. For more information 
please contact:  

Peter Hateley 0401 670 829(m) or by email to 
<hpeter@webone.com.au> or contact Bob Evans 6226 8957, or 

by email to <rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.  

SYDNEY ANTIQUE MACHINERY SHOW 
Clarendon Road, Richmond on 21-22 September 2019  
As we are so strongly supported by our friends from Canberra, 
due to clash of dates, we encourage our Members to attend the 
Canberra EXPO even if they do not exhibit. For those not wish-
ing to go to Canberra, this exhibition is a little closer to home, 
we have space reserved for a Club display to be set up and we 

would be pleased to see you there.   
The pavilion will be fully secured at night so it is safe to leave 
models there overnight. For those preferring not to be there 

both days, it is quite OK to attend and display for just either one 
of the days. 

As space is limited it is vital that you notify your intention to at-
tend and what models you would like to display,   so  please 

contact: Mike Barton <barton.55@hotmail.com> 
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VOTE OF THANKS  
WOW!! What a fantastic year we’ve just had! We wish to thank the out-
going office bearers and committee members for all the hard work they 

carried out with distinction in 2018/19. The Club is in a sound position and able to 
face the future with confidence. 

We also congratulate all our Members who have yet again agreed to carry out the 
tasks and responsibilities as office bearers and committee members of the Club 
for the current year and we welcome all new faces onto the committee.  

Your Committee members for 2019/20 are as set out below, you are welcome to 
make contact for Club business by email to the Secretary.  

It was resolved that the Executive of the Club has the power to co-opt further 
Committee Members during the year as may be necessary and required, so if you 
think you may have something to contribute, please put your hand up.  

Of course, all Members are welcome to attend the Committee meetings which are 
held just prior to the Show and Tell meetings.  

The fee for Membership for the year remains unchanged. 

President: ………………   Harry Goedings  

  Vice-Pres:  ……………    Michael Bennett   

Treasurer:  ……………..   Ralph Hannaford 

  Assist. Treasurer: …..     Anelia Bennett  

Secretary:  ……………..    Anelia Bennett 

  Assist. Secretary: ……    Mike Kelly  

Public Officer:  …………   Anelia Bennett  

Committee:  …………….   Mike Barton 

      Maurice York 

      John Beazley 

      Tony Merriott 

      Mike Kelly 

      Tom Wolf 

Member Welfare: …….. Alan Bideleux and Mike Barton 

Webmasters:  …………. Maurice York and Anelia Bennett 

Newsletter Editors:  ….. Tom Wolf and Mike Kelly 

ANMM Liaison:  ……….. Michael Bennett  

OVERDUE FEES 
Although we hold our AGM in August, SMSC membership fees are for 
the financial year July to June each year. This note is just a reminder to 
those of our readers who have not renewed and paid their membership 

fees for the 2019-20 year due on 1st July that the fees are now well overdue.  

Regrettably it has been decided that unless the renewals are completed and mem-
bership fees paid, this may be the last issue of Chatterbox that will be forwarded 
to you. 



PRESIDENT’S BLOG 
This was the gist of the President’s report for the AGM on 4th August 2019: 
 
The club has again seen another year where we have highlighted our craft to a num-

ber of associated modelling clubs/groups. We are in a solid financial position in no small part 
due to our major sponsor, the Australian National Maritime Museum.   
Our exposure over the past year has seen us receive plaudits and numerous favourable com-
ments directed at Chatterbox. On behalf of the membership and our readers from around the 
world, I thank our Editor, Tom Wolf and his ‘sidekick’ Mike Kelly for the fantastic publication 
that Chatterbox is. 
It is also time to thank the outgoing Committee for their work over the past year, in addition to 
those members who have travelled to a variety of expos/exhibitions/model shows etc. to repre-
sent SMSC. I would also like to say a personal thanks on behalf of the club to our membership/
welfare officer Alan Bideleux for his great work over the past couple of years and hope to see 
him back on deck in full health in the very near future.  
We all look forward to another successful Expo in August and continuing the promotion of our 
great hobby in the coming year.  
Many thanks for everyone’s assistance.  

Happy modelling! 

Harry 

EDITORS’ BLOG  

These comments are based on observations made by our good friend Bob Evans in 
the newsletter of the Canberra Shipwrights in June 2019, we repeat many of his 
thoughts and sentiments about the future of our kind of modelling Clubs. 
We must all be concerned by the fact that as a general rule, it is the same people who 

attend our meetings all the time, and there are members of long standing whom we have nev-
er met. 
The opinion of many who see our work seems to be “I could never do that, I don’t have the skill 
or patience” as they gaze upon miles of rigging and other fancy stuff. Let’s try and demystify 
that a bit.  
Our Club’s promotional brochure claims that we are an active group of enthusiasts passionate 
about model ship building and that we are a Club that supports all forms of marine modelling 
from period to modern vessels. We claim to encourage members to discover and learn various 
model ship building techniques. In saying that, there are some points worth noting: 
 Nowhere is it said what type of ships should be built or whether they are kits or scratch-

built or part of both. Therefore, a “Victory” or an “Endeavour” need not be your first mod-
el, indeed you may not be at all interested in period ships or sailing ships. Your penchant 
may be for kit warships or merchant ships (for which, regrettably, there are seemingly not 
many kits available). This, of course, leaves you free to choose and research your own 
choice of subject. Construction materials can be as varied as your imagination will allow, 
from wood to plastic sheets etc. Please remember that you will not be burnt at the stake if 
you build in plastic or cardboard! 

 There is nothing in our objectives that suggests you must be a master model builder. 
Some run faster than others, this is true, but one of the distinct advantages of Member-
ship is the vast range of skills available to unlock some of the mysteries you perceive ex-
ist, but which are not really mysterious. The solution can be simpler than you think. 

The only prerequisite for model making of any description is the desire to 
want to do it. 

Cheers  

Tom and Mike  
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The following appeared in the St.George Leader issue on 21st August, in 
time to promote our EXPO. We thank the publishers for their continued 
support of our event 
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August AGM and S&T at Wests 
Ashfield, 4th August 2019 

Report and photos by Tom Wolf and Mike Kelly 
The formal parts of the AGM went smoothly with all executive and committee posi-

tions filled, we welcome some new faces. For a full list of office bearers please see page 3. 

There were no items of “Trash & Treasure”, so we proceeded into the S&T but this was con-
ducted so all members could report on the project they were currently working on. 
Mike Kelly brought along a ship-in-a-bottle of HMS Illustri-
ous, this being a ship that he served on between 1983 and 
1987 whilst with the 814 Naval Air Squadron (RN). Apart from 
answering questions about how long it took to empty the 2 litre 
bottle, Mike also answered questions about the project which 

took about 6 weeks to build, 
he only just finished tying the 
turk’s head knot on the spout 
of the bottle in time for this 
meeting. 

John Beazley informed the meeting that he has now finished the fishing boat he had been 
working on and has started work on a model of an ocean going tug, observing that maybe it 
should not be called a “tug” as it actually pushed and not pulled the vessels it was moving. 
Evert van Oeteren has now started building the Belgian training ship “Mercator” and he will 
report on his progress as he goes along. 
Dach Hall has completed work on the Billings kit of the North Atlantic trawler “Polar” and 
he will have it available for EXPO. 

cont. p. 7 
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Stan Brown regaled us with stories of his holiday in Britain and Ireland 
which included visits to Cutty Sark in Greenwich and HMS Victory 
and the Mary Rose in Portsmouth. Stan was most impressed with the 
Cutty Sark display, but was totally disappointed when he arrived at 
Portsmouth to visit HMS Victory to find it completely stripped and un-
dergoing a major re-build. He brought along some books he purchased 
to show the meeting. 
Stan also told us about the difficulty he had matching rigging cord for a 
model he was repairing for a visitor who had come along to one of our 
meetings 

Michael Bennett has been partly side-tracked by EXPO into making 
the medallions to be presented to the People’s Choice Award winners. 
Another piece of micro-modelling using 2mm screws. 
Nevertheless, Michael has 
found time to discover that the 
ship’s boats that he had made 
for HMS Sirius were not cor-
rect as he had not installed 
gratings as would have been 
on the floor of the real ship’s 
boat and so, he has now 
made (yet another) ship’s 
boat with floor gratings at the 
scale of 1:600! 

Ralph Hannaford is currently not building anything and he is travelling overseas soon, as is 
Harry Goedings who is going to the USA but at least has started planking the “Lady Nel-
son”. 
Mike Barton has also taken leave of absence from modelling, while Maurice York is, after 
bouts of illness, now ready to resume planking his “Mercury” 
Tony Merriott has put his Cutty Sark aside and has decided to finish rigging his Artesania La-
tina kit of “Endeavour” in time for EXPO. 
Tom Wolf informed the meeting that he is making good progress on HMT Dunera and hopes 
to finish it by this time next year, but he is also converting an earlier built model into a pirate 
ship complete with black sails and pirate flag in time for EXPO. 

cont. from p. 6 
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cont. p. 9 

Endeavour Group S&T, 5 July 2019 
Photos by Mike Kelly, report by Tom Wolf and Mike Kelly  

The Endeavour meeting on the 7
th
 of July was attended by 9 members and was 

hosted by Keitha and Richard Keyes. As at all S&T's those present sit around 
a table and discuss all elements of their modelling, whether seeking  
assistance, advice or views from those present, or just showing the current pro-

gress on a project., or for those who come along as observers an opportunity to just soak in 
the vast amount of modelling advice on offer. 
John Beazley brought along his OcCre 
“Palamos" as he had finished the second layer 
of planking on this model fishing boat and he 
was assured by those present that he was on 
the right track, in fact the  planking looked very 
nice and clean, considering the unusual and dif-
ficult shape of the transom. 

Ed Fong presented his "Artesania Latina 
tug boat New Amsterdam", the first mod-
el  that he had completed and it was a very 
fine model indeed. Ed wishes  to scratch-build 
another tugboat and was looking for advice 
as to how  to source the materials to build 
when it is not in kit form and provided in the 
kit, we hope that the various advice received 
is to prove to be of use to Ed.  
Ed also brought along odds and ends he had 
picked up at Spotlight and $2Dollar Shop, 
they included florist wire in 18-22g, tooth 
picks of varying thickness and quality (for rail-
ings) and packs of super glue. Where to get 
plywood was discussed by members, make 
your own or a visit to Mr. Ply was suggested. 
Tony Merriott was welcomed, he is a mem-
ber that due to work commitments is overseas 
quite often and cannot attend our meet-
ings, but on this occasion he presented his 
"Cutty Sark", a very well made model.  
The other modellers 
found Tony’s method 
of securing the mod-
el while in transit as 
an excellent idea.  
Tony was concerned 
that the mainmast 
was a little short and 
he would not have 
room to fit another 

sail on it. Discussion followed on the merits of having sails on a model 
or showing the sails furled, it was agreed by some members that a 
waterline model would look better in full sail, while a full hull model 
would look better with sails furled, in the end it comes down to personal choice. The rigging on 
the model is elegant enough not to be hidden by sails. 
Dach Hall informed the meeting that he is building a Billings kit of "Polar ", an North Atlantic 
ocean going trawler but that he intended it to remain a static model although it is capable of 
being a radio controlled model. It is a 1:40 scale model and Dach is hopeful it will be finished 
by Expo time at the end of August. 
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cont. from p. 8 

Michael Bennett has finally finished the hull of 
his 1:600 scale "HMS Sirius" and he is now 
looking at ways to secure the model into a 
"sea" and then the rigging can commence. It is 
Michael's intention to place this model into a 
diorama of being berthed at Sydney Cove on 
the day of arrival (or a few days later) as it was 
being unloaded with barrels on deck as well as 
the surgeon's piano in readiness for lowering 
into the rowboats. If you have a powerful enough magnifying glass you can see all the keys on 
the piano. 
Tom Wolf brought along a number of items for 
discussion. Firstly, as indicated in the last issue 
of Chatterbox, the idea of a communal build 
was raised and Tom produced the plan of the 
“Black Rose”, a small pirate ship that the 
members may be interested in. The model is a 
fantasy pirate ship with 8 guns that featured in 
Marine Model Magazine some years ago. 

Next, Tom brought along a small wooden pi-
rate ship made of scrap pine at the Men's 
Shed which he hopes will be constructed by 
his grandson. 

Finally, the "HMT Dunera" that Tom started 
to build in 2013 is starting to take shape but 

there are still many issues, particularly lifeboats and deck furniture which have to be resolved. 
The meeting then broke off for refreshments and an inspection of 
the 22 ship models and the 4 model pagodas that Richard has on dis-
play at his home, those attending also had the opportunity to have a 
visit to Richard's work shed, one of the most practical modelling treas-
ures you can find anywhere. 

Richard has indicated that he is stepping back from some elements of model making and 
those attending were offered a vast variety of modelling books to take home. We are all grate-
ful to Richard for his generosity, not just on this occasion but throughout his long association 
with SMSC. 
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Panthers Port Macquarie Expo 2019 
Report and photos by Tom Wolf 

Six SMSC members, Janos Nemeth, Evert van Oeteren, Ric Macey, Trevor 
Duxbury, John Beazley and Tom Wolf attended the Panthers Port Macquarie Mod-
el Expo 2019 on the weekend of 13-14 July with a variety of models (including 

Janos’ carvings) in what proved to be a very successful exhibit. Including exhibitors, the or-
ganisers counted just under 1200 people through the doors on the weekend. 

Janos Nemeth displayed his vast collection of 
carvings and models and his work created a lot 
of interest and positive remarks (as did all the 
SMSC displays) 
“Duyfken”, “Napoleon’s Barge”, “Royal Caro-
line”, “Caracca” and “Rattlesnake” were exhibit-
ed by Janos. 

Evert van Oeteren exhibited his “King of the 
Mississippi”, an illuminated paddleboat of 
1876. 

Trevor Duxbury is a member who lives on the 
Central Coast and so doesn’t make it to our 
meetings and it was great to put a face to the 
name that otherwise was just on a mailing list. 
Trevor brought along 5 exhibits which varied 
from a cruising pleasure craft to the “Bounty” 
with an open hull inviting visitors to find the 
breadfruit, a torpedo boat and a DDG, as well 
as a Russian WW2 tank. cont. p. 11 
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cont. from p. 10 

Another of our country members who can’t 

attend our regular meetings but who made 

the “SMSC Team” was Ric Macey who lives 

at Lake Macquarie and it was also great to 

put a face to that name.  

Ric brought along 3 models, a more than 4ft 

long “HMS Dreadnought”, a 3ft long “HMS 

Skirmisher” and a pleasure cruiser made with 

fibreglass by Ric. 

Tom Wolf’s display was made up of 2 mod-

els, the “Falcon” and “HMS Unicorn”, as well 

as the signal flags of Nelson’s famous mes-

sage to the fleet at Trafalgar. 

In true Club spirit and enthusiasm, John 

Beazley travelled the hundreds of kilometres  

from Bowral to Port Macquarie just to give sup-

port to the Team. 

In this very successful 

display of models, the 

Team’s efforts were re-

warded by the organisers 

by awarding the SMSC 

Club display the  “Best 

Display” Trophy for the 

Expo.  

 

A good time was had by all and we look forward to participating in 

next year’s Panthers Port Macquarie Expo, details will appear in Chat-

terbox when they become known. 
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KEVIN HUDSON’S “WASHINGTON” 
Report by Tom Wolf 

We have previously featured Kevin Hud-
son’s models in this newsletter, so our 

readers will not be surprised the read about the 
materials being used by Kevin in his latest project. 
Kevin is well known for his fine detailed modelling 
and in particular the metal work in his modelling, 
doubtless something left over from his many years 
of work as a medical instrument maker. 

Last year Kevin built a fantasy pirate ship 
with all kinds of robotic action figures, a 
model that won him 3rd place at the 2019 
Royal Easter Show. 
This was the model that won the “People’s 
Choice Award” at the recent Panthers Port 
Macquarie Show 2019.  
I caught up with Kevin at the Show and he 
showed me his latest model (part built).  
He explained that the timbers for the model 
were sourced from old and broken carpen-
ter’s rulers (yes those old wooden fold-up 
rulers) that are being thrown away. Now 
that is true recycling! 

The model is of “Washington”, a galley built by the 
Americans during the War of Independence.  
The Americans built mainly gunboat gondolas and 
row galleys. This model is of the only galley cap-
tured by the British.  
The claim to fame of these ships is that whilst they were virtually all destroyed, the British used 
up valuable time in fighting these ships allowing the American “Continental” Army to regroup 
and win battles. 
Prior to its capture (the British re-rigged her as a brig), this row galley was lateen rigged and 
when the winds were not favourable the crew would row her into action. As a consequence of 
being lateen rigged, there are no complicated rigging for a two mas and two spar configuration. 
It is also a vessel that carried no ornamentation, so there is no carving to be done. 
Knowing Kevin as we do and seeing what has already been completed, this model will once 
again be a credit to the modelbuilder’s craft. 
Kevin has set up a website with lots of photos of his models and he would be happy for the 
Club membership (and our readers) to visit at kevscraft.net. 
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from 
all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the 
Midwest Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report “ and by 
arrangement and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the 
authors, we reprint the following article from their June 2014 issue. 
 

SMALL BOAT CONSTRUCTION 
by John Mitchell 

The key elements discussed in the production of a small rowboat were: 
1.RESEARCH  
2.PLANS  
3.PLUG CONSTRUCTION  
4.PLANKING  
5.DETAILING  
 
RESEARCH - To build the type of small boat you 
want, you first need to know something about the 
era in which it existed and the uses to which the 
boat would have been put. Using “Google” to scan 
the internet, queries were entered for “Tender”, 
“Skiff”, “Rowboat”, etc. The above image was 
picked as the best representative of a Great Lakes 
schooner’s tender c. 1852. 
 

PLANS - Once an example was 
found, it was time to find a set of 
plans that could recreate it. A num-
ber of plans were obtained from 
friends and modelling books. 
Create picture files on each of the 
views and paste them to PowerPoint. 
Resize the images to the desired 
scale for your model. Print multiple 
copies of the body view to allow cut-
ting out station line templates for use 
in shaping the hull and locating the  
sheer line on the plug.  

   

PLUG CONSTRUCTION 

  

 

Lift templates  

cont. p. 14 

Lifts glued  



- 14 - 

cont. from p. 13 

Lift halves joined 

Keel & spacer templates 

Hull carved 

FRAMING & PLANKING 

Bending frames & planks Inserting frames on plug 

cont. p. 15 

Notch keel, add transom, glue to ribs. 
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cont. from p. 14 

Plank hull, sand or scrape hull before release 

Mark sheer line with pins, add main wale. 

Release hull by cutting ribs, add rub strip. 

Add inner wale, breast hook, transom supports. 

DETAILING 

Add stern bench, thwart risers, floor boards.Paint 

as you go. Add thwarts, oar locks and oars. 

 

 

 

And here she is all done at last! 
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RIGGING AND RAMBLIN’ 
By Richard Keyes 

Richard Keyes has brought along his “RAMBLIN’” to many of our 
S&T’s and we are always pleased to hear about his modelling experi-
ences. 

On reviewing some earlier newsletters of Ship Modellers Association (USA) we came across 
an article written by Richard about how he has come up with a unique method for rigging a 
ship. 
The following is in Richard’s own words: 
 
I have often thought about making a model with the rigging terminating up in space before it 

reached mast top level. The SCHOONER 
FOR PORT JACKSON kit proved to be the 
ideal model to experiment on (the kit is 
available from Modellers Central). 
It is a simple rig with two masts to hold up 
the “sky” where the rigging ends and below 
this level the rigging is nearly all vertical. 
This method would not work well on a Victo-
ry model with its multitude of lines running 
at many odd angles. It probably would not 
look very good from an artistic standpoint 
either. This method is obviously useful 
where you want a “rigged” model which will 
be low enough to fit on a bookshelf.  
An America’s Cup yacht or “J” boat would 
be a good model for this type of rigging also 

with its towering mast which takes up so 
much vertical space for so little rigging. 
To begin with you need a set of rigging plans, 
to the same scale as your model, which show 
both the side view and fore/aft views.  
If the kit does not have them, draw up your 
own with just the lines you intend to put on 
your model. I used the plans from the original 
kit which had both rigging views.  
On these plans draw a horizontal cut‐off line 
at the height you want the rigging to termi-
nate. You will have to experiment to find what 
ratio of length to height looks good for your 
model.  
Next you need a sheet of clear Perspex to act 
as the “sky”. I used 4.5 mm thick Perspex as it needs to be thick  enough to allow it to fit snug-
ly inside the case, say 1‐2 mm. Cut the masts so that their top ends are level once they are 
installed on the model and the model is secured on its mounting.  
Position the “sky” on top of the masts being sure that the base and the sky are in perfect verti-
cal alignment. You must be able to drop the Perspex case down over the top sheet of Perspex 
and have it meet the edges of the base board exactly.  
You then mark where the masts and the “sky” meet and drill a hole in the top end of each mast 
for studs to hold the “sky” in place. Then drill holes in the Perspex “sky” to match these studs. 
Alternatively you could lathe the studs as part of the mast. 

cont. p. 17 
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cont. from p. 16 

Before removing the protective paper 
or film from the Perspex, measure 
where each line of rigging crosses your 
cut‐off line. This is done by measuring 
on the horizontal reference line on the 
plans from the centre point of each 
mast and then marking each crossing 
point on the protective film.  
With adequate plans you can measure 
both fore and aft as well as thwart ship 
measurements. You can also measure 
the angle at which each line bisects the 
top sheet of Perspex and make a sim-
ple cardboard template for each angle. 
Using these templates as guides, drill a 
hole for each line while the protective 
film is still in place.  

One bit will do for all the holes or preferably you can use different bits for the different size rig-
ging lines. Take care that hot drill bits do not bind in the holes. Label each hole on the protec-
tive film and then remove it. Keep this film handy to use as a guide for matching each line 
with its proper hole.  
At this point smooth all four edges of the “sky” sheet using increasingly fine sand paper or run 
a flame quickly along the edges until they go clear. When you are ready to actually rig the 
model, place the “sky” piece on top of the masts with the studs engaged in their respective 
holes. As a safety measure, temporarily attach an upright piece of wood or the like at each 
end of the base board to hold the Perspex “sky” steady.  
From here on it is just a matter of attaching the rigging to the hull as you normally would and 
extending the lines up through the appropriate holes.  
Tension each line, secure it with a touch of superglue and cut it off flush with the top of the 
“sky” sheet. Quite simple really, centering the “sky” and measuring the case height are the 
most challenging parts. 
When ordering the case, carefully calculate the height so that the inside measurement of the 
case is the same as the height to the top of the “sky”. If you have measured correctly, the 
case will fit snugly over the “sky” and keep it from moving in any direction. The “sky” and the 
top of the case should just touch when the case is firmly settled on the base. 
A single masted ship model could be rigged in this manner if a vertical sheet of Perspex or 
some sort of vertical columns were 
mounted at each end to keep the 
extremities of the “sky” from droop-
ing. Also, with end pieces to support 
it, a thinner 3 mm “sky” could be 
used. 
 
Richard indicates that this method or 
rigging a model is a new and differ-
ent approach and may assist model-
lers with projects which they would 
like to build but have the same con-
straints as Richard does – namely, 
space in the house to display the 
model.  
The photo on the right shows the 
model with the outer case removed 
and Richard, the inventor of the 
method.  
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RAN COUNTY CLASS HEAVY 
CRUISERS HMAS AUSTRALIA (ll) 

AND HMAS CANBERRA (l) 
Report by Tom Wolf 

At the April 2019 S&T Stan Brown brought along a photo of the Sydney Harbour Bridge dated 
February 1932 taken with a view towards Garden Island, we posed the question whether the 
County Class heavy battle cruiser seen in the foreground was HMAS Australia (ll) or HMAS 
Canberra (sister ships of the RAN).  
When we blew the picture up, to our 
surprise, both these cruisers are in 
the photo, one behind the other (see 
the cruiser circled in red in the pho-
to)! But we still don’t know which is 
in the foreground. These two cruis-
ers were the only 2 of this class the 
RAN had, and they both distin-
guished themselves in the Pacific 
theatre during World War ll. 

HMAS Australia (II) one of two Kent-subclass 
ships (which were reclassified as “County 
Class”) ordered for the RAN in 1924, she was 
laid down in Scotland in 1925, and entered 
service in 1928. Apart from an exchange de-
ployment to the Mediterranean from 1934 to 
1936, she operated in local and South-West 
Pacific waters until World War II began.  

The cruiser remained near Australia until mid-
1940, when she was deployed for duties in 
the eastern Atlantic, including hunts for Ger-
man ships. During 1941, Australia operated in 
home and Indian Ocean waters, but was reas-
signed as flagship of the ANZAC Squadron in 
early 1942. As part of this force Australia op-
erated in support of USA naval and amphibi-
ous operations throughout South-East Asia until the start of 1945, including involvement in the 
battles at the Coral Sea and Savo Island and the amphibious landings at Guadalcanal. During 
the battle for Leyte Gulf in the Philippines, she was hit by a Japanese suicide aircraft. Her 
commanding officer and 29 other officers and ratings were killed or died of wounds and a fur-
ther 65 were injured.  
Whether this was the first ever deliberate kamikaze attack on an Allied ship remains the topic 
of debate.  
She was attacked by more kamikaze aircraft than any other Allied ship in WWII and in fact she 
was forced to withdraw following a series of more kamikaze attacks during the invasion of Lin-
gayen Gulf which was her last action in World War II as she sailed to England for repairs, 
where she remained until the end of the war.  
She was sold as scrap on 25 January 1955 and was towed from Sydney on 26 March 1955 to 
be broken up in England, between 1955 and 1957. 

cont. p. 19 
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cont. from p. 18 

HMAS Canberra (I) was commissioned on 
9 July 1928, two months after her sister 
ship, HMAS Australia. After some five 
months in British home waters, Canberra 
sailed from Portsmouth for Australia on 4 
December 1928 and arrived at Fremantle on 
25 January 1929, after which she remained 
in Australian home waters until September 
1931 when she made her first voyage out-
side Australia. 
At the outbreak of hostilities in September 
1939, Canberra began her war time career 
patrolling and escorting in home waters and 
the Indian Ocean on escort duty from Fre-
mantle to Colombo and Cape Town. 
When war broke out with Japan on 8 December 1941, Canberra was berthed in Sydney Har-
bour. She had the role of escort cruiser, convoying troops to New Guinea in January 1942 and 
convoys to the Malayan/Java theatre. In August 1942 Canberra operated with the naval force 

supporting the USA landings at Guadalcanal 
and Tulagi, operations which ended with her 
loss following the surprise Japanese attack in 
the Battle of Savo Island on 9 August 1942 
when she was struck by two torpedoes on her 
starboard side and over 20 salvoes of 8-inch 
shellfire, all within less than two minutes. With 
power lost and the ship listing, the wounded 
and survivors were transferred and Canberra 
was scuttled. 94 Australian sailors (including 
her Captain) were lost or died later from their 
wounds. 
To honour Canberra, the US Navy commis-
sioned the Baltimore class heavy cruiser, USS 
Canberra in 1943, the only US Navy ship thus 
far to be named for a foreign nation’s capital. 

 
County Class Heavy Cruiser: 

Displacement 9072 tonnes (standard)  

Length 192.02 metres  

Beam 20.83 metres  

Draught 6.60 metres  

Speed 31.5 knots  

Range 
 4200 kilometres at 31 knots 

 19,000 kilometres at 11 knots 

Crew 
 679 (peace) 

 848 (war) 

Machinery 
Brown-Curtis geared turbines, 4 screws, 
80,000 hp  

Horsepower 80,000  

Guns 
 8 x 8-inch guns 

 8 x 4-inch guns 

 4 x 3-pounder guns 



NAVAL HERALDRY 
Article by Tom Wolf 

After the discontinuation of the 
use of figureheads heraldic em-

blems for display on the ships became 
popular to represent the spirit or character 
formerly represented by the figurehead, 
first starting with stationery and developing 
into crests displayed on the quarterdeck or 
superstructure and used on the tampions 
of guns.  
These crests came to be standardised after 
World War l, when the College of Arms 
(UK) took over responsibility for such 
crests and the designs of naval ships’ badges. It was decided that all ships badges must be 

placed in a frame of rope topped by a naval crown and with a name plate su-
perimposed just under the crown.  
The shape of the badge initially denoted the type of ship (eg. capital ships had 
circular badges, cruisers had pentagonal badges and destroyers had shield 
shaped badges), but over time all badges came to be circular.  
After World War II, an Australian body, the Badges, Names and Honours Com-
mittee, was created to take responsibility for creating RAN ships' badges.  
It was decided to follow the Royal Navy format described above, 

a second, longer scroll was located below the rope circle for the ship's motto 
(although the motto may change over time). To identify the ship as Australian, 
the badge incorporates a nulla nulla and a stone axe, intertwined with a boom-
erang.  
New Zealand naval ships have silver ferns incorporated into their badge, while 
Canadian ships have three maple leaves at the bottom of the rope circle to dis-
tinguish their badges from those of other Commonwealth navies. 
In the USA, it is the custom of the Navy for ships to receive an individually designed heraldic 
emblem, but unlike ships in Commonwealth navies, which display their symbols on plaques 
fixed to the superstructure of the ship, USN ships are not allowed to paint or otherwise fix the 
ship's heraldry to the exterior of the ship. 

- 20 - 

JUST A LITTLE HINT: LANYARDS 
by Tom Wolf 

Generally speaking, the difference between standing and running rigging is whether 
the particular rope is fastened in a permanent position or whether it needs to be ma-
nipulated or moved during a voyage or over time.  

On models, standing rigging is normally signified by black or dark brown cord (because stand-
ing rigging was tarred) whereas running rigging is usually bluff, ecru or white as they were left 
in their natural state (although they were tallowed or greased to per-
mit free running through the holes of the deadeyes and blocks). 
Shrouds are standing rigging and were tarred, but the lanyards con-
necting the shroud deadeyes and the deadeyes on the channel (or 
rail) were liable to pulling up to tighten the shrouds and they were 
not tarred. They are running rigging. 
The sketch demonstrates the correct passage of the lanyard through 
the deadeyes. It is best not tie off the lanyards after each deadeye is 
threaded, but to wait until all are threaded and to satisfy yourself that 
the space between the shroud deadeye and the channel (or rail) 
deadeye are parallel, then tie them all off. 
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ANOTHER MODEL BY DACH AT 
NOWRA: “HMAS HOBART (ll) - D39” 
Readers will recall that in the Janu-

ary 2019 issue (#42) of Chatterbox we re-
ported on a visit to HMAS Albatross at Nowra 
where we viewed scratch built models by 
Dach Hall from RAN plans and donated to 
the Fleet Air Arm Museum. 
Dach explains how he made the models and 
he also gives some tips on what he used for 
building materials.  
This issue we will deal with the model of 

HMAS Hobart, one of three improved Charles F Adams class guided missile 
destroyers (DDG) built in the United States for the RAN. The destroyers were 
referred to in the RAN as Perth class DDGs and their primary role was air de-
fence. Hobart was the second ship of the class and was launched on 9 Janu-
ary 1964 and was decommissioned in 2000. 
This model was the second of 3 models of RAN ships which Dach started 
building in 2005, they showed the ships as they were in 1982. 
It was made from half inch ply for Ribs and the keel, the hull was covered with 
2mm x 19mm treated Pine. The inside of the hull was double lined with 1mm 
aircraft ply and again both inside and outside were coated with Resin for addi-
tional strength and waterproofing. The ribs were one inch wide and came up 
to the waterline on the inside of the hull. Then one inch wide strips were 
placed between the ribs and at the waterline, as the Keel was also one inch 
high an 8 mm hole was drilled down the centre of the ribs placements and a 
second hole was drilled through from the side to allow water to enter as bal-
last. Later small pieces of blue tac were used to seal the ballast tanks as all 
tanks were ‘packed tight’ preventing the water from swishing about.  
To these sectional strips along the entire length of both Port and Starboard 
side, Dach drilled an 8 mm hole in 
the middle of each strip and pushed 
an 8mm wide plastic tube which 

was placed on the deck frames to beyond the half-
way mark to prevent syphoning of ballast from the 
tanks.  
The twin electric 12 Volt motors were installed amid-
ships with the 2 Batteries up in the bow. With the 
electric motors, batteries and the radio control gear 
the total weight was 7 kilos and another 5 litres of 
water brought it to the waterline and perfectly trimmed.  
When all was completed, Dach placed her in a sizeable testing water tank and then gently 
tipped her so the starboard scuppers were just on the water. On release, to his delight she 
rolled gently back and forth twice, coming to a still vertical.  
Model Specifications :-  
Hull LOA 8 feet 6 inches Beam 9 inches Draught 3 
inches  
Height from keel to top of Mast 3 feet.  
Fitted with Navigational lights, electric motor operat-
ing the Forward Mast Radar, plus a Destroyer Horn 
(Whoop Whoop sound).  
The props were 3 inches in Diameter and were fitted 
with slow to fast independently and forward/reverse, 
the model was fitted with twin Rudder control. 



JUST A HANDY LITTLE HINT 
Report by Tom Wolf 

In everyday life we come across ideas, whether in conversation or reading, that we 
realise may come in handy in modelling. I wonder how often, when reading a book 
or talking to a fellow modeller, we hit upon an idea that will at some later stage in 

our modelling lives be useful but we don’t make a note of it and when we actually need it, we 
have forgotten. Here is one: 

CLAMP FOR THE BOW: 
Many modellers complain that they have problems applying 
pressure on the bow while they are planking their model. Here 
is a Bow Clamp that is easy to make and easy to apply.  
To make the clamp universally useful, ensure that the entire 
clamp can swivel. 

You have to affix a tempo-
rary block onto the keel to 
make sure that the clamp 
does not slip off, the block 
must be narrower than the 
space between the tines 
and the base of the Bow 
Clamp. 
All you have to do is to then 
place the corresponding 
planks (after applying the 
glue) into position, and apply 
pressure with a G-clamp (or 
similar). 
We hope this works for you. 
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ANOTHER SYDNEY HARBOUR VIEW 
Sketch by Michael Bennett 

In March 2019, Michael 
Bennett visited the Coal 
Loader Park at Balls 
Point on Sydney Har-
bour and sketched an 
oil tanker berthed near-
by.  
The Coal Loader Park 
was actually the bun-
kering spot for decades 
before being discontin-
ued. 
Michael saw the irony 
and humour of the situ-
ation, observing how 
things have moved 
from one fossil fuel to 
another. 

WHY CALL IT A “CROW’S NEST”? 
Report by Tom Wolf 

The crow was an essential part of the 
early sailors' navigation equipment, 

they carried on board ships to help the naviga-
tor determine where the closest land lay when 
the weather prevented sighting the shore visu-
ally.  
In cases of poor visibility, a crow was released 
and the navigator plotted a course that corre-
sponded with the bird's flight because it invari-
ably headed straight toward land (hence the 
expression "as the crow flies"). 
A look-out was hoisted and placed high up the 
tallest mast of a ship in a basket or barrel 
lashed or fixed there to keep watch, and later it 
became a specially designed platform with pro-
tective railing. 
Quite often the look-out shared this lofty perch with a crow or two since the crows' cages were 
kept there, this came to be known as the "crow's nest."  
The crow's nest is often confused with the ship's top. On a traditional square rigged ship, the 
top is the platform at the upper end of each section of mast, so above the mainmast is the 
main-topmast, main-topgallant-mast and main-royal-mast.  
So, the mainmast top is actually about 1/4 to 1/3 of the way up the mast as a whole. That plat-
form is not the “crow's nest" of the popular imagination, the crow’s nest is located further up 
near the very top of the mast. 
The look-out who is stationed in the basket or barrel is called a “barrelman” and from this posi-
tion high above the deck his visibility over the curvature of the Earth is substantially increased. 
On the deck of a ship 4m above the surface of the ocean, an observer can spot a 20m high 
ship from at most ±25km. On the other hand, from a 35m high crow’s nest, an observer will be 
able to spot the same ship from ±40 km away. 
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ESMERALDA’S SYDNEY VISIT 2019 
Photos by Tom Wolf 

The Chilean naval training ship “Esmeralda” visited Sydney in August 2019 allowing 
for lots of perfect photo moments. 

Departure, 5 Aug, 2019 

Arrival, 1 Aug, 2019 

“Manning the Mast” 


