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The complete CHATTERBOX INDEX is now available at smsc.org.au
Please address all correspondence to SMSC and/or any members of the
Executive Committee to the Secretary at secretary@smsc.org.au
Please forward all mail and contributions to CHATTERBOX to the Editors,
Tom Wolf at tom@aces.net.au or Mike Kelly at mikelly118@gmail.com

SMSC CLUB S&T MEETING

The next SMSC meeting will be on Sunday,

5 April 2020
at 6:30pm at Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Road,
Ashfield unless otherwise notified.

Members and visitors are encouraged to bring projects for discussion.
Whilst catering for all standards, the problems encountered by beginners
in selecting suitable projects and then completing them (along with other
problems and pitfalls) will be addressed at this meeting

**************************************************

ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T MEETING

The next Endeavour Group S&T meeting of SMSC will be at the home of
Michael Kelly on Saturday, 9 May 2020 from 10am to 12 noon.
If you wish to come along and need details of the address, please contact
Michael on 0438456220 or by email to <mikelly118@gmail.com>
Members and visitors are encouraged to bring projects for discussion
Modellers of all standards are welcome to come along to discuss all
issues regarding model building

*********

The Endeavour Group S&T meeting after that will be at the home of Mike
Barton on Saturday 4 July 2020 from 10am to 12 noon
If you wish to come along and need details of the address, please contact
Mike on 0439441542 or by email to <barton.55@hotmail.com>

FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN 2020
SMSC EXPO 2020

at Georges River 16ft Sailing Club on 29-30 August

Open to all SMSC members, members of other clubs and independent entrants to exhibit maritime
and related models.
Contact Michael Bennett
0411545770 or email <mjbennett@ozemail.com.au>

HERITAGE FAIR at GYMEA TRADIES on Saturday, 2 May
at 10:00am to 4:00pm. Members of SMSC are invited to attend and
display models and answer questions from the public. Contact Michael
Kelly 0438456220 or by email to <mikelly118@gmail.com>

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL BOAT EXPO 2020
11-12 July at Port Macquarie Panthers.
SMSC will have exhibit tables at this Expo,

SYDNEY SCALE MODEL EXPO 2020
Saturday,5 September at St.Mary’s RSL Club.
Please contact: www.sydneyscalemodelshow.net or
<sydneyscalemodelshow@gmail.com>

CANBERRA EXPO 2020

We have no date yet for the 2020 Expo, but we expect that it will
be in mid to late September 2020. We will keep you updated
with details when known. Contact: Peter Hateley 0401670829(m)
or by email to <hpeter@webone.com.au> or contact Bob Evans
6226 8957, or by email to <rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.

CLARENDON CLASSIC MACHINERY, TRUCK & HOBBY
SHOW: 19-20 September 2020

If there is a conflict in dates, we encourage all our Members to attend the

Canberra EXPO even if they do not exhibit, however this exhibition a little
closer to home at the Richmond Showground.

HUBERTUS MODEL BOAT SHOW 2020

Our friends at the Hubertus Model Boat Club have invited
us to attend their events, we will keep you updated with details of the events when known.
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EDITOR’S RANT

It is well known (but not accepted as being desirable by many modellers) that kitmakers
make and sell kits as being “scale”, but unfortunately many features, fittings and gear
provided in the kits are anything but scale. This also applies to historical accuracy.
We at SMSC are known not to be “rivet counters”, but that only goes a limited way.
When some element of a model is just totally out of proportion (scale) so as to make the viewer uncomfortable, that limit has been reached.
There are however some who strive for that little extra, never perfection (as that standard is
probably unattainable), but that bit extra.
Some go to the extent of ensuring that cannons on different decks are different in size (eg 36
pounders on lowest level, 24 pounders in the middle gundeck and 12 pounders on the top ....
or some other combination with the heaviest guns at the bottom and the lightest at the top).
As a rule kits do not distinguish between the size of cannons.
Another modelling feature that utilises different scales are the rigging twines or cords. All beginners are reminded that they must protect their cord with wax, but otherwise they are not
usually cautioned about the use of different weight or thickness of the cord.
A comment recently made by Bob Filipowski in the Forecastle Report (the Newsletter of Midwest Model Shipwrights of USA) reminds us that:
“The basic rule of thumb for rigging your model is the higher you go on the mast, the
lighter the rigging should be. Which mast the line is used for can also impact its dimensions.
“Most novices are not aware of this, and use the line supplied with the kit, which can be
wholly inadequate in terms of quality, quantity, and scale.”
Whilst we wouldn’t ever call a model a little more than “string art since all the running rigging
was white, semi-fuzzy, and the same size” (as Bob referred to an early model of his own), it
would be a good idea to try to use the correct rigging cord (dark for standing and light coloured for running rigging) and now is as good a time as any to remind all our readers of these
matters.

Happy modelling

Tom
HUMBLE APOLOGIES

In the article headed “Why is there an Australian Submarine on display in an inland country town?”, it was reported that the casing and the fin displayed in the
heart of the town of Holbrook, NSW, is all that remains of the 6 Australian Oberon
Class submarines as the rest were sold for scrap.
I have quite correctly been reminded by many
readers of that I was mistaken when they
pointed out to me that HMAS Ovens is proudly on display at the WA Maritime Museum in
Fremantle, WA and that in fact conducted
tours of the submarine are available.
In fact I also discovered the mistake in December 2019 when I visited the Museum but failed
to correct the article before it was published a
day after my return from holidays.
Apologies for the misinformation, I thank all
those vigilant readers who have written to
point out my mistake, and I hope any readers
who visit Fremantle will visit the Museum and
HMAS Ovens … Tom
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SMSC S&T at WESTS ASHFIELD
on FEBRUARY 2, 2020

Photos Sandy Wolf and Mike Kelly; report by Mike Kelly &Tom Wolf
The first meeting for this year had 14 members and spouses welcome 4 visitors
and spouses to a full S&T full of questions and answers which hopefully satisfied everybody’s
interest.
2 of the visitors brought along items for discussion, and there
were a variety of questions and answers involving “Mermaid”
which is currently being built by 3 members (we had 2 models
at the S&T).
First up, Evert van Oeteren exhibited his Mamoli
“Mercator” (a Belgian training ship), he had issues with the
planking, particularly difficultly in trying to bend the planks for
horizontal planking of the stern. Michael Butcher (resident on
the Central Coast) is also in the process of building a
“Mercator” (yet again) and Evert has received some great advice from Michael as to how to go about planking these difficult
shapes and curves, including vertical planking which will solve
the problem. Since the model will be painted so as to imitate a
steel hull, Evert was also advised that he can deal with his
problem by making a solid mould as an alternative.
It will be seen from the photo that the ‘stamped’
decking came damaged by a number of stains and
marks which may not be able to be hidden by additional structures, Evert was very disappointed by this,
but Michael has advised Evert that he also doesn't
like the idea of the 'stamped' deck and will be laying
a 'proper' 3mm x 0.5 tanganyika decking with 5cm
strips. That's a long process but worthwhile,
Next up, Dach Hall had brought along his Modellers Central
“Mermaid” which has been double planked and now awaits
the copper sheathing. Dach, may need some help in this process (never having tried it before) and he will try to contact
Richard Keyes to see if he can assist.
Maurice York also brought along
his “Mermaid” and received some
good advice. His model is still at
the first planking stage, and he
welcomed the timely advice to
paint his first planking finish with a
dark brown watercolour paint so
that if the second layer is a little
inaccurate, any gaps would not be
visible as a white gap in the walnut
finish. As he had split the bow, he was shown an easy but very effective way to glue it back into position by using a wedge and applying pressure from the back.
There was then a lengthy discussion as to what glues are best used, and as expected everyone had a different view, Generally however it was agreed that white PVA or yellow elyphatic
resin glues are best used, with 2 pack epoxy and superglue as alternatives in limited uses.
Many modellers use contact cement and balsa glue, and if that is your preference then that is
OK as well, but neither allow “working time” to set the model up and adjust the item being
glued before they set. There are other items out there, including a contact gel that may solve
this issue
cont. p.5
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cont. from p.4
One of our visitors, Steve Smith, displayed his Artesania Latina “Endeavour” next. As a first build, the model impressed,
especially a fully functioning rudder/tiller system.
The hull was virtually
finished and Steve
asked and was given
advice regarding the
fixing of the cannons on
the deck.
Steve was then given
advice as to the fixing
of the shrouds through
the futtock holes and
around the masts and
then as to the knots to
be used in fitting the
ratlines.
Another visitor, Christian Gonzalez brought along his Artesania Latina “Independence”, an American ship of the
American War of Independence period. Without being critical,
as the model was very nicely done with clean lines and nice
woodwork, some of the mistakes made by just about every
modelmaker at his/her first attempt needed to be addressed,
particularly the risk in not planking evenly from side to side as
that may lead to a warping of the hull. Christian appeared to be
satisfied with the advice he received.
Finally, Tom Wolf
brought along 2
part built models
for display. Firstly
his “Bluenose II”
which has been 3
years in the making (as he is building several models at the same time).
Tom also brought along his model of “HMT
Dunera”, which has been 8 years in the making.
These models were brought along to show how,
even a relatively experienced modelmaker, can
find himself to be out of his depth with certain
modelling elements.
Tom has virtually built nothing other than large squarerigger period ships, and both of these are contemporary ships with lots of history. In some ways Tom had
to reinvent the wheel to make certain parts for the
models, particularly on the scratch built “Dunera”,
which was a troop carrier built in 1938 just before
WW2.
The lifeboat system of the davits and the affixing of the
railings at the scale of 1:350 proved to be a challenge
that now seems resolved.
After the meeting some members attended a dinner on
the club premises to round off a fantastic evening.
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A MEETING WITH THE PLASTIC
MODELLERS
On 14 December 2019, I accompanied Michael Bennett (who is a
member of APMA as well) to the APMA meeting
at Gladesville Sporties.
Michael was invited to make a presentation about
scratch building models, and as many of the
members of APMA only work with kit models, this
was a topic of great interest.

Report by Tom Wolf

The presentation coincided with the APMA’s
AGM and there was a great turnout, some
traders also attended by invitation.

The judging (by the members who attended) of the “Model
of the Year Award 2019” was also held on the day, and it
was most pleasing that Michael won the Award for 2019
with his model of “Orient”, a model which is very familiar
to our members as it usually stars at our Expo.
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CAPTION COMPETITION #1-

by

Tom

The winning entry was published in Issue #48. There were 10 entries from 6
readers, all together 5 edited entries tickled my fancy, but there could only be
one winner. The other entries I fancied were …
Alan Bideleux: “You told me you
were going to call her ‘Emma’,
but I guess that was BEFORE you
got stuck into the grog!!”
Alan read the mood, as poor eversuffering Emma was expecting
some recognition, but it was spoiled
by Charlie’s selfishness..

David Stanley: “Charlie, you
must be affected by the grog!!
There’s NO WAY you will get that
model into that bottle!!”
David hit on the fact that Charlie
can’t get his scale right even when
he is sober.

John Beazley: “I don’t care if
you do want to try to put that
model into the bottle, BUT
FIRST let me have the rum!!”
What would drive a wife to
drink (as well as to tears) as
much as putting up with a character like Charlie? John caught
the moment.

Mike Stevens: Emma says “How often do I have to tell you not to get
drunk and do your modelling on the
dining room table!?!” Charlie’s
though bubble: “Nag … nag … nag
… just wait till she finds the glue
spots all over the table!”
I really related to Mike’s effort, maybe
because it has happened to me … and
to how many of you modellers out
there?
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THE WEST AUSTRALIAN CHAPTER
MODELLER
On a recent holiday to Perth I took the opportunity
to visit our longest distance (within Australia) Associate Member, Max Fitton now resident at Mandurah in
Western Australia, about 80km south of Perth.
Max is now 86 years young, and started modelling from an early age until discovering girls when he was 14, and then rediscovering the passion in 1998.

Report by Tom Wolf

Max was a very active member
of our Canberra Shipwrights
friends before he moved west,
but had been a member of
SMSC for some time before he
moved west about 6 years ago.

As you would expect for one as passionate as
Max, he spends his time organising/managing
his local Men’s Shed as well as caring for his
wife and now finds little time to finish the various models that are partly built or that came to
be damaged during his big move across the
continent, but his “Bounty” is progressing.

Nevertheless he has an excellent and well appointed work-shed lacking in no equipment
necessary for his modelmaking.
Some of his models are shown in the photos
on the next page.
cont. p.9
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cont. from p.8

I’d rather be in the boat with a drink on the rocks than in
the drink with a boat on the rocks
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“CROSS IT OFF THE BUCKET LIST!”
Prior to my vacation in Perth I made an enquiry
as to visiting Duyfken, the replica 1606 Dutch
“yacht” which is based there, disappointingly only to find that there were no visiting times during my stay.
Then, my local hosts found out that she was actually sailing for twilight cruises and again to be disappointed that
these cruises were sold out!
A pleading letter informing the organisers that I was a
model shipbuilder and they found 2 places for my wife and
I, even at the cost of displacing 2 crew members who were
left behind on the dock

Report by Tom Wolf

And we were welcomed on board in
a way we didn’t expect, every crew
member from the Captain down to
the purser expected us and wanted
to know what models I had built,
and especially whether I had built a
model Duyfken and were not satisfied until I promised that I will build
one in the future. Yet another future
project, a promise is a promise!
Captain Robin was prepared for me to come on board, he brought
along a pictorial history of his building of the Caldercraft “HMS Victory” and of course, a scratch built (approx 1:40) Duyfken which remains incomplete. Robin explained that he only had time to build
when the Duyfken was not cruising.
On board, we were 2 of the 26 passengers for the cruise,
and I would strongly recommend this twilight cruise to anyone who may be in Perth when the cruises are run. The
cost is adult: $145; senior: $120; child: $85 (8-15 yrs).
We were invited (but you didn’t have to) set the sails; pull
the lines and halyards and steer the ship using a steering
stick connected to the tiller.
All this, as well as fantastic sandwiches, wine, beer
and soft drinks which were served up make the excursion great value.
This was a great opportunity to take lots of photos, I
trust that the selection of the photos taken by me will
give the readers a taste of being on board.
cont. p. 11
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cont. from p. 10
The replica Duyfken is of course a replica of a 1606
Dutch ship that was small and manoeuverable and
was used as a messenger ship as well as being in battle with the Portuguese in securing the East Indies for
the Dutch from the earlier traders.
But most importantly from a historical perspective, the
Duyfken was the first European ship to have made a
recorded discovery of Australia when it made landfall
in the Cape York region, fully mapping its discovery.

cont. p. 12
- 11 -

cont. from p. 11

Deck cleating and gun arrangement
View from the poop
The head

Stern chaser
Halyard
cleating the
writer has not
seen before,

Elm pumps

Spacious storage below deck for valuable
spices, and positioning of lateen sail blocks
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PROGRESS REPORT:
DAVID LENDRUM’S “HMS SURPRISE”

We have not heard much from David for a long time, he is one of those members who
certainly believes that it ain’t a hobby if you have to hurry. This build is a 6 year project so far,
but David does do things carefully!
David reports that he hasn’t gone
to sleep or worse, and the building
work on Surprise continues with
the rig progressing. He has completed the foremast running rigging, next the mainmast and has
submitted these photos to show
his progress.

David retired from the workforce 14 years
ago and apart from ship modelling his time
is taken up with sociable activities with lots
of outings with friends and much of his
time is taken up with grand parenting activities.
Well done David, great work, she looks superb!! … Ed

- 13 -

KIT BASHING

Report by Tom Wolf
I was motivated to write this article after reading the article “Kit Bashing the Sultana - A Novice's Approach” by Patrick Sand in the November 2018 issue of
Forecastle, the newsletter of the Midwest Model Shipwrights.
“Sultana” was Patrick’s first ship model. Being new to ship modelling, he was advised to pick a
model that was not too complex and so he found the 1:64 scale “Sultana” at “Model Shipways”
advertised as recommended for beginners. Even though she was a solid hull model, Patrick
found plenty of challenges to hone his modelling skills.
Patrick reported that most of the construction was fairly straight forward, only requiring some of
the great building tips and advice that a club like Midwest (and SMSC) is known for providing.
Where he ran into real challenges was with the cast metal fittings supplied with the kit.
The fittings just didn’t look
anywhere near authentic
or in scale to his eye and,
as it turns out, his judgment was spot on. That’s
when his creativity took
over and he designed and
built some really neat deck
furniture that greatly added to the model’s overall
appeal.
As Patrick explained it, he analysed each item
to find the best way to duplicate it. This very
often meant that he built the item up out of
several pieces.
One great example of this
is the way he
did up the
windlass. The
barrel
was
made from a
single dowel
cut into pieces after it was shaped to an octagon and then reassembled with the riding bits to form the windlass. Steel bands
were simulated using painted paper. The toothed cog
gear was also cut from a
piece of dowel.
The end result far surpassed
the metal fitting supplied
with the kit in beauty, scale
and authenticity. Real wood
vs. metal always wins out.
And how about those bilge
pumps! The metal version is obviously out of scale and
shows no sign of any functionality, whereas the pump Patrick built actually works. Once again, he used black paper
to simulate steel bands surrounding the pump and a piece
of dowel for the pump body.
cont. p. 15
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cont. from p. 14
The ship’s binnacle turned out to be a thing of beauty the way Patrick was able to create a very authentic looking cabinet to house the
ship’s compass. Viewed alongside the fitting supplied with the kit, it
is easy to see what a vast improvement was made in the scale and
detail. To simplify the building process, Patrick cut out several
blocks of wood to form the bottom and sides.
Flat sheet stock was used to add the top and bottom surfaces - and
these were embellished with routed edges. Drawer pulls were simulated by using pin heads. Drawer faces were added to the outer
surface of the bottom and side blocks and a compass was built of a
piece of dowel .
Lastly, feet were added to the bottom of the binnacle and it was
painted to match the rest of the deck trim. Other parts nicely made
were the galley stack, the ship’s tiller and the anchor stocks.
All the time and effort Patrick put
into these seemingly small details
have really paid off for him in helping to create a very beautiful and authentic looking model. We
are all grateful for Patrick for showing us what a difference details can make.
***********
Of course, this article wouldn’t be complete without me sounding my own trumpet to show off
my modelling! As has been reported in many instances in Chatterbox over the years, one of
the things that I do is to replicate and/or replace in wood all (or as many as can be practically
replicated in wood) of the metallic fittings and decorations that come in kits, including the transom and rear art.
Many of the fittings do not need to be carved by the modeller, for example it is not expensive to replace a brass
wheel with a more realistic wooden one and brass belaying pins with wooden ones. As for the other fittings, I have
always replaced metal anchor stocks,
they are a breeze to
create using the metal fitting as a template.
In fact, subject to issues of scale, I always use the kit’s
fittings as a template and then use appropriate plywood,
dowelling and left-over scraps of the planking material to
make fittings and decoration.
For the stern art, plywood with its various
layers of different coloured timbers gives
an excellent result. Just cut deeply into
the plywood and remove by layer the areas you need to create the desired features, careful
not to remove
too much. For example, using 3-ply, after cutting your design into
the wood, you usually only need to remove the top layer of wood to
create the features, but if you do cut deeper then you have to remove the layers uniformly. Plywood can also be used to inlay other
timber creating a very nice design (for example as the beak or side
decoration on the model).
- 15 -

REALISTIC FLAGS: Presentation to
SMSC meeting by Kevin Hudson 2011
Shortly after the founding of SMSC in 2011, Kevin Hudson made a PowerPoint
presentation of the criteria of making realistic flags, a method of flagmaking that he had been
taught by Gus Agustin to whom he gave credit. Whilst we no longer have the vocal elements
of the presentation we reproduce the “slides” used and we hope that our readers find it to be
self-explanatory.
Since that time members have asked to see a copy, and a copy has just been located, so we
publish it for the benefit of members. We hope it is of assistance.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

cont. p. 17
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cont. from p.16
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cont. p. 18
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cont. from p.17
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cont. p. 19
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cont. from p.18
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MATTHEW FLINDERS AND TRIM

Report by Tom Wolf
Matthew Flinders died on 19 July 1814, aged 40, and he was buried at St James Church,
Hampstead Road. Due to alterations to the churchyard, the grave site came to lie under what
is now Euston Station and it is only last year that his grave was thought to have been found,
but the find is still being investigated.
A bronze statue of Flinders and his cat Trim was erected at London's Euston Station in 2014,
the bicentenary of his death.
Flinders’ chief claim to fame is the circumnavigation and charting of the southern continent,
Terra Australis, and he is credited with popularising the name Australia.
Flinders was born in the county of Lincolnshire in northern England and when he visited the
location that he christened Port Lincoln, South Australia in February 1802, he was deeply impressed by the pleasantness of its location. He wrote: "The port which formed the most interesting part of these discoveries I named Port Lincoln, in honour of my native province … Port
Lincoln is certainly a fine harbour ... of the climate we had no reason to speak but in praise."
Almost exactly 215 years after that day, on 25 February 2017, a statue (another casting of the
statue at Euston Station) of Flinders and his cat Trim was unveiled at the now thriving City of
Port Lincoln in tribute to Flinders' famed antipodean voyage in HMS Investigator.
Trim was a ship's cat that accompanied Matthew Flinders on his voyages in 1801–03 in mapping the coastline of Australia and subsequently in circumnavigating the Australian mainland.
Trim was black, with white paws, chin and chest, born in 1799, aboard the ship HMS Reliance
on a voyage from the Cape of Good Hope to Botany Bay.
As a kitten, Trim fell overboard, but managed to swim back to the vessel and climb aboard by
scaling a rope. Taking note of his strong survival instinct and intelligence, Flinders and the
crew made him their favourite.
After his circumnavigation of the Australian mainland with Flinders, Trim survived the shipwreck of HMS Porpoise on Wreck Reef off the coast of Queensland in 1803.
On his return voyage to England in 1804, Flinders was accused of spying and was imprisoned
by the French in Mauritius and was kept imprisoned, not returning to England until 1810.
Trim shared his captivity until Trim’s unexplained disappearance, which Flinders attributed to
his being stolen and eaten by a hungry slave.
cont. p. 21
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cont. from p. 20
In 1996 a bronze statue of
Trim by sculptor John Cornwell was erected on a window ledge of the Mitchell Library in Sydney, directly behind a statue Flinders earlier
erected in 1925.

Trim also features on
the first statue of
Matthew Flinders to
be erected in England, which can be
found in Donington,
Lincolnshire,
the
birthplace of Matthew
Flinders.
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CHINA MARITIME MUSEUM
Located by Dishui Lake of Lingang
New City, Pudong New Area, Shanghai.
To get there it is recommended to take Metro
Line 16 to Dishui Lake Station and transfer to
the museum bus No. 1096.
Entry fee is 10 RMB ($2) for over 60s and free
for over 70s. The Metro is very easy to travel
on, with maps of the line in English and Chinese, and station announcements in English.
The museum has an indoor display area of of
21,000 square metres and outdoor display area
of 6,000 square metres.
The museum is divided into six exhibition halls:

Hall of Chinese Navigation History,

Hall of Ships,

Hall of Navigation and Ports,

Hall of Maritime Affairs and Sea Safety,

Hall of Seafarers

and Hall of Navy.
There are also two other zones, Fishery zone
and Marine Sports and Recreation zone.

Report by Michael Kelly

The Hall of Chinese Navigation History is on
the east side of the first floor and is divided into
the ancient, modern and contemporary sections.
The photo on the right is a fast sailing boat from
the Ming Dynasty, and is a typical representative of inland river boats.
The centre piece of the Museum is the Fu Junk
of the Ming Dynasty.
It was constructed using ancient Chinese shipbuilding techniques.
Fu Junk, with people walking on the deck, gives an
indication of the size.of the
display

Cargo Junk in a bottle
cont. p.23
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cont. from p. 22
The Hall of Ships
on the west side of
the first floor displays ship building
techniques
with
plenty of displays.
Display of a ship
yard from the laying
of the keel to finished ship.

You can walk through the cut out in this gigantic model to see
the construction of the t’ween decks.

The Hall of Navy has a large
collection of the PLA’s main naval vessels such as models of
the Chinese warship and China’s
first aircraft carrier shown in the
photos, as well as models of
American, British and other
countries’ warships.
There was also a
well equipped workshop where volunteer model makers
demonstrate
their
skills by building
new models and repairing
damaged
ones.
The workshop is only open on Wednesdays and Saturdays.
A good museum with plenty to see, the only downside was the distance from the centre of Shanghai, maybe about one hour on train and bus.
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KIAMA LIGHT

Photos and report by Tom Wolf
Also known as Kiama Harbour Light, it is an active lighthouse located close to the
Kiama Blowhole on Blowhole Point, south of Kiama Harbour in NSW.
The light was established in 1887. The original apparatus was an oil burner with a catadioptric fixed lens
and light intensity of 600 cd. The characteristic was
fixed green and it was visible for 9 nautical miles
(17 km) and upgraded in 1908 to coal gas with an intensity of 1,500 cd and a range of 15 nautical miles
(28 km), and in 1920 the light was further upgraded
to acetylene gas carbide lamp, the characteristic was
changed to a group flashing and the light was automated. Currently the lighthouse character:is 4 white
flashes with a 20s period.
In 1969 the light was electrified and connected to
240V mains electricity, with a 120 V battery bank as
backup. The current light source is a 120 V, 1000 W,
quartz halogen lamp.
With its height of 36.3 meters from sea level, Kiama
lighthouse is visible from a distance of 31.5 km. The
foundation of the tower is a concrete slab, the building
is made of bricks, cemented outside and plastered
within.
Ascending the tower is done by three iron ladders leading from one storey to the next. The top
of the structure is surrounded by an artistic railing.
An awesome natural spectacle, the
Kiama Blowhole is one of the largest
blowholes in the world. A sea-cliff cavern
spouts seawater 20 metres or more into
the air.
The powerful display is dependent on
southeast ocean swells and waves entering the rocky cavern.
In the right conditions, waves surge into
the craggy passage and compress the air
inside, and then the air and water erupt
through the hole in a booming sound.
The colonial explorer George Bass, the
first European to discover the blowhole in
1797, described it as the ‘most tremendous noise’

- 24 -

