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The complete CHATTERBOX INDEX is now available at smsc.org.au 

Please address all correspondence to SMSC and/or any members of the 
Executive Committee to the Secretary at secretary@smsc.org.au 

 
Please forward all mail and contributions to CHATTERBOX to the Editors, 

Tom Wolf at tom@aces.net.au or Mike Kelly at mikelly118@gmail.com 

 The next S&T meeting will be on Sunday, 4 October 
2020  at 6:30pm at  Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Rd,  

Ashfield unless otherwise notified, Committee meeting 
starts at 6:00pm. Safe distancing will be observed. 

Members and visitors are encouraged to bring projects for 
display and discussion 

We cater for all standards of modelling, all are welcome 
******************************************************** 

ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T MEETING  
The next Endeavour Group S&T meeting will be at the home of  

Michael Kelly on Saturday, 5 September 2020  
from 10am to 12 noon.  Safe distancing will be observed. 

If you wish to come along and need details of the address, please 
contact Michael on 0438456220 or by email to  

<mikelly118@gmail.com> 
Members and visitors are encouraged to bring projects for dis-

cussion 
We cater for all standards of modelling, all are welcome 

******************************************************** 
In lieu of an Endeavour Club S&T in November, we are holding a  

Mini-EXPO on Sunday, 22 November 2020  
from 10am to 4pm.   Details inside. 

NEXT CLUB MEETINGS 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020 
2 August 2020, via ZOOM 

Report by Tom Wolf 
This was a most unusual meeting. In our Club’s history we have had Annual General 
Meetings, Club meeting with S&T, Endeavour Group meetings, but we have never had 
a meeting totally virtually by ZOOM. 
The last minute need to cancel the meeting scheduled to be held at Wests Ashfield due 
to the reluctance of members (and who can blame them?) to be exposed to the dread-
ed COVID-19 virus that is still very active in our city. 
This left the Committee with various choices, the best alternative being the holding of a 
“virtual AGM”, and our thanks go to Maurice York for co-ordinating the meeting. 
The ZOOM meeting was embraced by the members, and we had 13 members “attend” 
the meeting, including some of our Associate Members who live outside Greater Syd-
ney and don’t usually attend the meetings held in town. 
The President’s report was tabled and accepted, as was the Chatterbox Editor’s report. 
You can read these elsewhere in this issue. 
The Club Treasurer informed the meeting that the Club is in a sound financial position 
and the new membership fees for the 20/21 year were approved. 
Members of last year’s Committee formally retired but indicated a willingness to stand 
for re-election and they were thanked for their services 2019-20 and were duly re-
elected for another term.  
The formal AGM then closed and the rest of the General Meeting discussed efforts to 
assist Peter Rea (one of our Associate Members from the Central Coast) in setting up a 
display with numerous model ships relevant to early shipbuilding in Gosford and around 
Brisbane Waters. A sub-committee of Peter, Michael Bennett, Tom Wolf and Trevor 
Duxbury (subject to his availability) was established to take this project forward. 
In the past 12 months the Northern Chapter of SMSC came into existence, and prior to 
the COVID shutdowns it was operating beautifully thanks to the efforts of Trevor 
Duxbury as its co-ordinator. 
It was resolved to establish a 
similar Chapter in the South-
ern Highlands and Illawarra 
as soon as possible within the 
next year (subject to COVID 
restrictions). 
Tom Wolf used the ZOOM 
meeting to inform everyone 
that he has finally finished his 
model of HMT Dunera, his 
projected picture on the 
screen was there for all to 
see. 

OVERDUE FEES 
Although we hold our AGM in August, SMSC membership fees are for 
the financial year July to June each year. This note is just a reminder to 
those of our readers who have not renewed and paid their membership 

fees for the 2020-21 year (due on 1st July) that the fees are now well overdue.  



PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 
The past year has been another successful year for the club in respect of our 
exhibitions during the year, especially our EXPO in August 2019 which was 
another outstanding success. Our club was also represented by our members 
at other expos including Canberra, Port Macquarie; the Sydney Scale Model 

Show and other shows which assist in promoting our wonderful hobby. 
During this year our members living North of Sydney have met as the "Northern Chap-
ter" of our Club and have held very successful meetings. We hope this will continue and 
that we may establish other non-metropolitan Chapters. 
The Club is on a sound financial footing and our thanks for continued support goes to 
our major sponsor, the Australian National Maritime Museum.  The committee and 
members have contributed significantly to the success of the club. 
I would like to make particular note of the contribution of Tom Wolf and Mike Kelly who 
produce our marvellous ‘Chatterbox’ mag. This is a wonderful piece of work with every 
edition highlighting maritime historical facts, the work of our members constructing ves-
sels, and providing easy to follow advice for our readers in tackling shipbuilding tech-
niques.  Well done!! 
The first 6 months of this year has however severely curtailed our social interaction with 
no meetings of any kind held between February and July. Even though our EXPO’20 
has had to be cancelled, we hope that by late November the COVID related restrictions 
will be eased to allow us to hold a Mini-EXPO.  
We are all thankful and glad that our members and friends Tom and Sandy Wolf, who 
both fought this dreaded COVID-19, have recovered significantly and we wish them a 
return to full pre-COVID health soon. 
To our members and readers, I hope that the balance of the year and onwards sees us 
all in a position to be able to once again socialise whilst enjoying our hobby and return 
to a degree of normality in our lives.  Happy modelling! 

President 

CHATTERBOX EDITOR’S REPORT 
FOR THE AGM 

This year's health scare should be taken as a wake-up call. Our Club has es-
tablished a place in the modelling community with the regular publication of 
Chatterbox. 

Yet, please study your past 51 issues carefully! More than 50% of each and every issue 
of this newsletter that you all praise and promote to your friends as symbolic of the Club 
and its values contains articles headed "Report by Tom Wolf". 
I keep telling every meeting that this cannot continue, and the events of this year con-
firm this. 
If you are as proud of your Chatterbox as you claim you are, it is time to contribute. 
Whether your English is grammatically challenged, or for that matter even if it is virtually 
non-existent, your Editors can straighten that out. And you don't need a particularly 
good knowledge of English or its grammar to take a photo with your cellphone and with 
even a few words of explanation actually help in keeping your newsletter alive. 
That's the Editor's whinge for this year. 

 

- 3 - 



VOTE OF THANKS  

WOW!! Even with the recent isolation and lockdowns that have limited Club ac-
tivities and resulted in the cancellation of our EXPO’20 and many meetings, 
what a fantastic year we’ve just had!  
We wish to thank the outgoing office bearers and committee members for all 

the hard work they carried out with distinction in 2019-20. The Club is in a sound posi-
tion and able to face the future with confidence. 
We also congratulate all our Members who have yet again agreed to carry out the tasks 
and responsibilities as office bearers and committee members of the Club for the cur-
rent year and we welcome all new faces onto the committee.  
Your Committee members for 2020-21 are as set out below, you are welcome to make 
contact with any of them for Club business by email to the Secretary.  
It was resolved that the Executive of the Club may co-opt further Committee Members 
during the year as may be necessary and required, so if you think you may have some-
thing to contribute, please put your hand up and you’ll be made most welcome.  
Of course, in any case, all Members are welcome to attend the Committee meetings 
which are held just prior to the Show and Tell meetings in the even months of February, 
April, June, August, October and December.  
Owing to the fact that our members were unable to derive full benefit from their mem-
bership fees in the past year, it was resolved (for this year only) to halve the fees, so full 
Membership is $25; Associate Membership is $5. 

President: ………………   Harry Goedings  
  Vice-Pres:  ……………    Michael Bennett   
Treasurer:  ……………..   Ralph Hannaford 
  Assist. Treasurer: …..     Anelia Bennett  
Secretary:  ……………..   Mike Kelly  
  Assist. Secretary: ……   Anelia Bennett  
Public Officer:  …………  Anelia Bennett  
Committee:  …………….  Mike Barton 
     Maurice York 
     John Beazley 
     Tony Merriott 
     Mike Kelly 
     Tom Wolf 
Member Welfare: ….. Alan Bideleux  
Webmasters:  …………. Maurice York and Anelia Bennett 
Newsletter Editors:  …. Tom Wolf and Mike Kelly 
ANMM Liaison:  ………. Michael Bennett  
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MINI-EXPO 2020 
We know many members of our Club and also other Clubs 
were disappointed when all the Shows and Exhibitions 

this year had to be cancelled due to the restrictions applied to 
combat COVID-19. We are aware that it may not be all over 
yet and that further restrictions may be placed on us again, 
but, SUBJECT TO SOCIAL DISTANCING LAWS 
BEING APPLIED, we have arranged for a MINI-EXPO 
to be held at: 

The HENRY SPORTS CLUB, 144 Henry Lawson Ave, 

Werrington County on 22 NOVEMBER 2020 from 

10am to 4pm 
This event is open to all members, visitors and other clubs to 
exhibit maritime and related models. Open to all standards, 

start preparing your models to be ready in time!  
There will be a S&T during the day to discuss modelling issues. 
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HINTS: MAKING SQUARE HOLES  
This is an article from an old SMA Newsletter in November 1984 by Henry 
Bridenbecker explaining how he makes “square holes”.  
You can make small square holes for hatch gratings; gratings for the floors of 

ships’ boats and for the deck adjacent to the ship’s wheel; in addition to the square socket holes 
required for capstans and windlass barrels.  
Produce 1mm square holes by first drilling a hole 
1mm in diameter in suitable square profile hard-
wood, cut the head off a 1mm square pointed 
brad or nail, and press the brad or nail to mount 
it into the timber.  
NOTE: The squared sides of the stick MUST line up with the square pyramid point on the brad or 

nail to assist you with orientating the device to get the holes parallel.  



- 6 - 

ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T, 4 July 
2020 at Cherrybrook 

This was our first opportunity for a S&T since the COVID crisis sent us all into lock-
down (and meltdown). Seven members came along to Mike Barton’s home and we 

had a wonderful S&T. A nice number to practice safe distancing. 

Ralph Hannaford brought along 
his HMS Sirius which has been 
substantially coppered (but he 
has run out of copper plates as 
his kit had insufficient numbers). 
This was Ralph’s first attempt at 
coppering and the improvement 
of standard was visible between 
the first side he coppered to the 
second. Nevertheless, he 
achieved an excellent finish. 

New member Stephen Smith presented 
his Artesania Latina HMB Endeavour. As 
one looks back to what this model looked 
like at the S&T on March 7 (photo in Chat-
terbox 50), it is amazing how much pro-
gress had been completed on this model. 
All 15 sails are installed, although it was 
suggested that two be removed as they 
were not generally used and so, unneces-
sary for the model. There was discussion 
about “reef points” on the sails, this is to be 
the subject matter of a report shortly.  
The main problem Stephen created with 
the rigging was that he used two different 
sets of plans (one from Artesania Latina 
and the other Mamoli). Using kitmakers’ 
license obviously meant that the 2 kitmak-
ers used 2 different plans. The one thing we know is that there are no official or definitive rig-
ging plans available for Endeavour and even if there were, they would be changed almost dai-
ly by the sailmaster dependent on weather conditions of the day. The meeting members high-
lighted this fact to Stephen and that therefore, the process of rigging the sails is more based 
on the experiences from other modellers. 

cont. p. 7 



One key difference in both the plans was drilling a hole for attaching the top 
yard (see diagram).  The Artensia plans show the aft mast drilled only, where-
as the Mamoli plans show all 3 top yard were attached by drilling through the 
mast. The meeting agreed that drilling weakens the mast’s integrity and should 
be avoided.  

Considering this is a first- 
time effort at wooden mod-
els, the finish is incredible! 
Stephen asked some 
questions as to further pro-
gress on the build, such as whether the 
ship’s boat should be upside down or the 
right way up. This of course is an issue 
that a modeller must resolve to suit his 
own liking, the members attending advised 
him that if it is the right way up then oars 
and spars need to be also installed.  
At the meeting Stephen had not begun to 
affix the ratlines or any of the running rig-
ging and he was also advised that the run-
ning rigging (which is yet to be installed) 
should be using a light thread. This is a 
feature that the Artesania instructions do 
not cover.  

Although the spars and sails have already been installed Stephen was 
advised by the members that removing them would make the installa-
tion of the ratlines so much easier that he should consider this option 
to make his task easier. 
The next issue to be discussed was making hanging rope coils and 
deck coils, Tom offered the paddle pop stick and sticky tape methods 

respectively. Since the meeting Ste-
phen has purchased some Magnum ice
-creams and eagerly awaits trying out 
making the coils. (Ha-Ha)   
The last item discussed at the meeting 
was the final mounting scenario. The 
meeting highlighted the four possible 
settings: 
No Sails (in Dock), 
In Port (sails rolled up),  
Sea (becalmed), and 
Billowing (under sail). 
It all comes down to the modeller’s taste, after all, what we are 
all trying to achieve is self satisfaction and hearing the WOW! 
factor when others first see the model. Stephen likes the idea of 
billowing sails, however, it was pointed out at the meeting that 
in that scenario not only are the sails billowing but that the 
yards have to be slightly off angle to create the illusion of wind 
direction and force.  Food for thought.  
Since the meeting Stephen has been busy attaching the ratlines 
to the shrouds which is proving an interesting challenge with an 
estimated 1,500+ knots.  
He is hoping to have the model finished by October and is 
seeking advice/suggestions for his next model challenge.  

cont. from p. 6 
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Stephen also demon-
strated an impressive 
motorised robot crane 
that he utilises as a 
“spare set of hands”. 
Stephen built the robot 
from a kit purchased in 
America for about $90. 
Stephen’s robot shown 
holding a peg. 
Mike Barton displayed his recently finished Duyfken. He stated that he was hoping to show 
Richard Keyes the model as Richard gave him quite a bit of advice on its construction.  
From previous discussion 
that day about coiling 
hanging rope, Mike real-
ised that he has fastened 
the rope coils to the belay 
pins incorrectly, but this 
caused him no anxiety. 
Mike said that for most of 
the model he used PVA 
glue and this was advan-
tageous as during the 
construction some of the 
woodworking and rigging 
had to be redone.   
As PVA glue could be 
softened with water it was 
easy to dismantle the er-
rors.  

On a more personal side, Mike 
said that as PVA glue was “slow 
drying”, this gave him time to sit 
back and admire his progress ra-
ther than racing on to the next 
step. 
Mike also mentioned that to get the 
rigging to look taut, at some blocks 
he glued the line to the blocks to 
mimic the tautness.  
Tom Wolf mentioned that a product 
used years ago to shrink the mate-
rial used on model planes called 
DOPE could also be used to in-
crease tautness however this prod-
uct was now difficult to source. 
For the first time Mike used alumin-
ium foil in the flags and this gave a 
quite satisfactory result.  
Tom Wolf remarked that the multi-
coloured finish was actually very 
much like the replica ship based in 
Fremantle. 
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Mike Kelly brought along his 
HMS Hermes ship-in-a-bottle.  
He did not notice the water marks 
until after the ship was in the bot-
tle, he will attempt to clean it with 
methylated spirits, by turning the 
bottle upside down and pouring 
the meths into the bottle, swilling 
around and pouring out again. 
Then he will finish off with a 
Turk’s head knot and a stand. 
 

The helicopter in the foreground is a 
Seaking dunking for submarines. 
 
Mike explained the carrier was originally 
named HMS Elephant, building was sus-
pended in 1945 and building resumed in 
1952 but was not completed until 1957. 
She entered service in 1959 as HMS 
Hermes carrying fixed wing aircraft. 
A 1966 review indicated that Hermes was 

surplus to operational requirements and she was offered to the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) as 
a replacement for HMAS Melbourne. In 1968, Hermes took part in a combined exercise with the 
RAN, during which the carrier was visited by senior RAN officers and Australian government 
officials, while RAN A-4G Skyhawks and Grumman s2 trackers practised landings on the larger 
carrier. The offer was turned down due to operating and manpower costs. Between 1971-1973 
she was converted to a Commando carrier, carrying 800 Royal Marines. In 1981 a 12 degree 
ski ramp was incorporated to assist sea harriers to take off.  
In 1983, when the proposed sale of the aircraft carrier Invincible to the RAN  was cancelled fol-
lowing the Falklands War, an offer was made to sell Hermes and a squadron of Sea Harriers to 
Australia. However, the new Hawke Government decided against purchasing a replacement for 
HMAS Melbourne. Hermes served with the Royal Navy until 12 April 1984. Sold to India in 
1986, she became INS Viraat in 1987 and served until decommissioned in 2019, a lot of ser-
vice. Mike served on HMS Hermes on 845 Naval Air Squadron 1974-1976 and 814 NAS in 
1983. 
Michael Bennett presented his HMS Sir-
ius. In his moving houses he has man-
aged to progress a little making the mast 
and will shortly start on the rigging. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note the “Lion” fig-
urehead, the fingers 
give an idea of the 
size of the model.  



cont. from p.9 
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Tom Wolf has almost 
completed his HMT 
Dunera and he re-
ceived some accolades.  
 
 
 
 
 

One issue Tom has 
is with installing wire 
cables, but Michael 
Bennett gave Tom 
valuable advice that 
will show the cables 
straight and tight  
 
 
 
 
Tom also brought along his first attempt at 
a ship-in-a-bottle, this being the Port Jack-
son Schooner. Mike Kelly gave Tom valua-
ble advice about how the cords that will be 
used to bring the ship masts etc “upright” 
need to be installed. 
 
 

HINTS: FRAMES 
 
 
 

 
This is a hint from 
around 1990 in an 
old SMA Newslet-
ter explaining how 
frames for scale 
Admiralty style 
models should be 
made 
 



“HMT DUNERA” MODEL FINISHED 
On the first day the Waverley Men’s Shed opened for public membership in July 
2013, Tom Wolf arrived at the Shed with a jig to make a model of HMT Dunera, a 
hired military transport that made a number of significant voyages in 1940. One of 
the voyages involved the transport to Australia of thousands of German and Austri-

an “enemy aliens” then living in Britain to be interred here, even though virtually all of them 
were escapees from Nazism, they were feared to be a danger to Britain at that time of WW2. 
One of the men on board (collectively known as “the Dunera Boys”) was Tom’s late father-in-
law, the model is dedicated to his memory and honours all the Dunera Boys. 
After 7 years of working on the model on-and-off (more “off”), and after it seemed the model 
would never be finished when Tom was struck down with the COVID-19 virus earlier this year, 
he recovered and finished the model, it is ready to be presented to The Dunera Association to 
commemorate the 80th anniversary of the Dunera’s arrival in Sydney in September 1940. 
The model is of “bread and butter” con-
struction involving layers of timber being 
placed atop each other (just like a sand-
wich) and is scratch built from plans ob-
tained by research at the Vaughan Ev-
ans Library (Australian National Mari-
time Museum) in Sydney. It is built at 
the scale of 1:350, a semi-miniature scale which makes construction more difficult. Progress of 
the building of the model is best illustrated by photos. 
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CAROL MORAN 
Photos and report by Richard Keyes 

My latest project was the Dumas kit of the Moran tugboat CAROL MORAN. This 
kit  has a vacuum formed styrene hull which is not my favourite medium to work 
with  and many pre-cut parts made of some sort of  expanded plastic/foam material 

I am not familiar with.   
Superglue was used extensively. The wheel house 
roof and  ship’s boat  were also vacuum formed. Due 
to the lack of shelf space I decided to make it a half 
model so it  could  be hung on the wall. 
As a half model made from a kit, a few compromises 
had to be made to the arrangement of the aft end of 
the  top deck but I stayed true to the basic ship.  
Everything on the model is out of the box  except for 
the bow fender (seen on the shelf lower right) which 
has still to be modified and attached.  

I made a loom/jig  and wove it to size after which I 
wrapped it around a  flexible roll of cotton kindly provid-
ed by my dentist. I  still have to decide whether to add 
tires as side buffers. This Dumas model is basically de-
signed for  RC of which I have no interest. The connect-
ing bits are provided but no drive or radio control compo-
nents.    
This is my second Moran tugboat model. I made the AL-
ICE  L. MORAN  forty years ago and plan to make a 
scratch built HEIDE MORAN  as my next project using 
internet photos and plans by James Pottinger. It will be a 
waterline model as tugboat hulls are big and boring. 

MINIATURE ROYAL CAROLINE 
by Gus Agustin  

These are photos supplied by Gus to the May 2020 meeting of the Midwest 
Model Shipwrights (USA) and printed in the June 2020 issue of “Forecastle Re-

port“, and is reprinted by arrangement and their kind permission acknowledging the source  



HMS PANDORA (1779) 
Report by Tom Wolf 

HMS Pandora was a 24-gun Porcupine-class sixth-rate post ship of the Royal Navy 
launched in May 1779.  
She first saw service in the Channel during the 1779 threatened invasion by the 

combined fleets of France and Spain, then subsequently she was deployed in North American 
waters during the American War Of Independence and saw service as a convoy escort be-
tween England and Quebec.  
During her service in American waters she was involved in the capture of a number of priva-
teers and merchant vessels. At the end of the American war the Admiralty placed Pandora “in 
ordinary” (mothballed) in 1783 at Chatham for seven years. 
She is best known as the ship sent in 1790 under the command of Captain Edward Edwards to 
search for the 23 Bounty mutineers (see separate report on the “Pandora’s Box”). The Pando-
ra captured 14 mutineers in Tahiti, but failed to find the other 9 (including Fletcher Christian the 
mutineers’ leader) despite extensive search, so she turned about to return home. 
On the homeward journey the ship ran aground on 29 Au-
gust 1791 on the outer Great Barrier Reef. She sank the 
next morning, claiming the lives of 35 men - 31 crew and 4 
of the mutineers. The remainder of the ship's company (89 
crew and 10 prisoners, 7 of whom were released from their 
cell as the ship sank) assembled on a small treeless sand 
cay. After two nights on the island they sailed for Timor in 
four open boats, making a stop in the Torres Strait seeking 
fresh water. They arrived in Kupang (Dutch East Indies) on 
16 September 1791 after an arduous voyage across the Ar-
afura Sea. Sixteen more died after surviving the wreck, 
many having fallen ill during their sojourn in Batavia (now Jakarta). Eventually only 78 of the 
134 men who had been on board upon departure returned home.  
Captain Edwards and his officers were exonerated for the loss of the Pandora after a court 
martial. No attempt was made by the colonial authorities in New South Wales to salvage mate-
rial from the wreck. The ten surviving prisoners were also tried; the various courts martial held 
acquitted four of those of mutiny and, although the other six were convicted, three were exe-
cuted on 29 October 1792 on board the man-of-war HMS Brunswick at Portsmouth. Two muti-
neers received a Royal pardon, while one was acquitted on a legal technicality.  
Descendants of the 9 mutineers not discovered by Pandora still live on Pitcairn Island, the mu-

tineers arrived there in January 1790 and 
they burnt and scuttled the Bounty a few 
weeks after arrival. Their hiding place 
was not discovered until 1808 but by 
then, all of the mutineers but 1 were 
dead, most having died under violent cir-
cumstances.  
John McKay and Ron Coleman authored 
a book titled “The 24-Gun Frigate Pando-
ra 1779” as part of the “Anatomy of the 
Ship” published by Conway Maritime 
Press. Ron Coleman led a team who ex-
tensively excavated the wreck site and 
this knowledge is a valuable asset to this 
work which contains a complete anatomy 
of the ship in words, photographs and 
drawings. The work is so thorough that a 
modeller can build a scratch built scale 
model utilising its drawings and descrip-
tions. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kupang


THE PANDORA’S BOX 
Report by Tom Wolf 

When most of the Bounty mutineers set Captain William Bligh adrift with 18 men in 
an eight-metre, two-masted launch, they did not expect that only a short time later 

they would be hunted down and taken back to England for trial.  
After a 48 day ordeal, Bligh managed to navigate to Australian shores to water and replenish 
food supplies, and make it to Timor.  
Bligh and his "loyal" crew eventually managed to get home to England in a Dutch East Indies 
Company vessel, and his report of the mutiny was hand-delivered to the Admiralty in March 
1790. 
Predictably, the 
Admiralty took 
more than a dim 
view of the events 
described in 
Bligh's report, and 
the frigate HMS 
Pandora under 
Captain Edward 
Edwards was dis-
patched to the 
South Pacific in 
1790 to capture 
the 25 men who 
had "pirated" the 
Bounty and cast 
Bligh adrift. They 
were also hoping 
to find the Bounty, 
refit her, and sail 
her back to Eng-
land. 
The Pandora first encountered mutineers at Matavai Bay (Tahiti) in March 1791. Five of the 
mutineers came aboard voluntarily, the rest were not so easily apprehended.  
Altogether 14 of the mutineers were captured, manacled and locked away in "Pandora's 
Box" (a name the prisoners dubbed their makeshift prison cell built on the Pandora's quarter-
deck), conditions inside the cell were cramped, spartan and unhealthy.  
As the prison was only 3.3 m by 5.4 m on deck and about 1.5 m high, the mutineers' existence 
was cramped and miserable. Armed sentries were placed around the prison and presumably 
for fear some of the crew could be incited to mutiny or help with an escape attempt the Pan-
dora's men were ordered not to communicate with the prisoners. 
The other mutineers, including Fletcher Christian, were never located. They had found refuge 
on uncharted, uninhabited Pitcairn Island (which lay well to the east of the area being 
searched by the Pandora), and there they burned and scuttled the Bounty.  
No trace of them would be detected until 1808 when the mutineers' descendants were located 
and by then only one mutineer (John Adams) was still alive. 
On her journey back to England an unfortunate combination of factors caused the Pandora to 
run aground on August 29, 1791, and ultimately sink.  
The sinking was not caused by bad or reckless seamanship, nor could unusually bad weather 
be blamed. 
Pandora got caught in the Great Barrier Reef and no suitable passage was found. 
With the late afternoon sun low on the western horizon it would have been very difficult to dis-
cern waves breaking on the small submerged coral outcrop that has become named as Pan-
dora Reef. 
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cont. from p.14 

A strong tidal current carried Pandora onto the coral 
reef which is surrounded on all sides by depths in ex-
cess of 30 metres (16 fathoms) and had she arrived 
there in the evening at high tide there would have 
been four to five metres (12 to 16 feet) of water over 
the outcrop.  
It is possible that the Pandora may have cleared the 
reef (or at least not impacted on it as heavily) had she 
run onto it later in the evening. 
Pandora was re-floated but the hull was damaged and 
leaking badly and the crew manned the pumps, 3 pris-
oners were let out of "the Box" to assist at the pumps. 
During the night one of the pumps broke down, and by 
dawn it was clear that nothing more could be done to 
save the stricken vessel.  
Orders were given to abandon ship and to release the 
remaining prisoners, to knock off the prisoners' shack-
les and irons, but by then it was "too little, too late" as 
the Pandora began to sink suddenly before all of the 
prisoners had been released from their fetters and let 
out of the “Box”, 31 crew members and 4 prisoners 
were lost in the sinking. 
The survivors made it to Timor and eventually all but 16 crew members made it back to Eng-
land, where the 10 surviving mutineers were put on trial charged with mutiny which carried 
mandatory death sentence on September 12, 1792. 
Four mutineers were found not guilty and immediately released, the other six were found guilty 
and sentenced to death by hanging. One was acquitted on a legal technicality and 2 were 
granted Royal pardons. On October 29, 1792, the other 3 were hanged from the yardarm 
aboard HMS Brunswick in Portsmouth Harbour. 
No further attempt was made to capture the remaining mutineers and no attempt has ever 
been made to salvage the Pandora. 

LEON’S HINT: 
RIGGING CORD 

GAUGE 
Everyone knows that to ascertain the diame-
ter of rigging cord you simply tightly turn or 
twist the cord 10 times around a round object 
(like a drill bit), measure its width and divide 
by 10.  

The rule is correct, but to do it (ie turn or twist a 
cord tightly around the drill bit and then hold it 
while you measure with a ruler) is not as easy as 
it sounds.  
Here is a gadget that makes it simple, with the 
gauge (cut from an old rusty ruler … but can use 
any paper ruler as well), all built in.Simply turn or 
twist the cord 10 times round, read off the meas-
ure from the gauge and move the decimal point 
over by one (eg. if 10 turns measures 5 on the 
gauge, the cord diameter is 0.5mm) 



RECOGNITION AT LAST! 
Report by Tom Wolf 

In the past, Australian born soldiers and airmen have 
been awarded the Victoria Cross, the highest and most 

prestigious award for valour awarded in the Australian armed forc-
es, but, despite many sailors’ recorded acts of bravery and valour, 
no member of the Royal Australian Navy has ever been recog-
nised by the award of the Victoria Cross … until NOW! 
On 12 August, 2020, HM Queen Elizabeth approved that Edward 
"Teddy" Sheean  be awarded a posthumous Victoria Cross 78 
years after the act of valour that resulted in his death in World 
War II when he went down with his ship defending his crew ma-
tes. 

Sheean was still only 
18 years old on board 
the Royal Australian 
Navy corvette HMAS Armidale serving as an Ordi-
nary Seaman, when his ship was attacked by Jap-
anese warplanes off the coast of what is now Ti-
mor-Leste on 1st December, 1942.  
The Tasmanian is recorded as helping launch the 
stricken vessel's lifeboats for fellow crewmen be-
fore returning to his anti-aircraft gun. Strapping 
himself in and continuing to fire at the enemy air-
craft to stop them strafing his mates in the water as 
the ship sank 

Based on “compelling” evidence, the “Mention in Dispatches” that Sheean had previously been 
awarded was replaced with the award of the Victoria Cross. 
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V.P.DAY 75 YEARS ON 
Report by Tom Wolf 

World War ll came to an end with the surrender of Japan on 15th August 1945 
(after the earlier surrender in May 1945 of Germany) bringing to an end all hostili-
ties all over the world. Not much more needs to be said about a conflict in which 

millions of people from all over the world  lost their lives.  
We wish to remember all those who lost their lives in the War and 
honour all those who served their countries by publishing the Instru-
ment of Surrender by Japanese Forces in New Guinea, New Britain, 
New Ireland, Bougainville and adjacent islands. It is signed by Lieu-
tenant General Vernon Sturdee, General Officer Commanding First 
Australian Army and Commander in Chief of the Japanese Imperial 
Southeastern Army, General Hitoshi Imamura. The signing took 
place on board the aircraft carrier HMS Glory off the coast of Rabaul, 
New Britain on 6 September 1945. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On the day of signing of the Surrender by Japan in Tokyo 
Bay, photo taken from HMAS Warramunga showing HMA 
ships Bataan, Hobart and Shropshire with Mt Fuji n the dis-
tance. 



THE “KRAIT” 
Report by Tom Wolf 

Kofuku Maru (Happiness or Good Fortune) was a wooden-hulled vessel built in 
1934 in Japan and in 1941 was a fishing vessel based in Singapore collecting fish 

from fishermen and taking the catch to the Singapore markets. It also took food, water and oth-
er supplies to the fishing fleet. 
Following the outbreak of WW2 it was con-
fined to port, and when Singapore was about 
to fall, the boat was used to evacuate hun-
dreds of civilians to nearby Sumatra and 
when the Japanese continued to advance it 
was taken to Colombo (Sri Lanka). 
When it came to be in the possession of mili-
tary authorities, it was soon proposed that the 
vessel be used as part of a covert operation 
and in Australian service, she was renamed 
Krait after a small but very deadly snake.  
Its most famous hour came in 1943 when a 
14-strong company of British and Australian 
army and naval personnel (members of Z 
Special Unit) set out from Exmouth (Western 
Australia) on a daring commando night raid 
on shipping in the Singapore Roads.  
Codenamed Operation Jaywick, Krait was 
disguised as a Japanese fishing boat and 
successfully sailed to within striking distance 
of Singapore.  
On the night 26/27 September 1943, six op-
eratives deployed three two-man folding ca-
noes to island hop over three nights and final-
ly reach Singapore Harbour where they at-
tached magnetic limpet mines to the hulls of 
Japanese merchant vessels, sinking seven 
ships.  
Subsequently, for the remainder of the war, 
Krait then operated out of Darwin as a coast-
watch and intelligence support vessel in Indo-
nesia. Commissioned HMAS Krait in 1944, 
the vessel witnessed the Japanese surrender 
at Ambon in September 1945. 
After the war was handed to the British Bor-
neo Civil Affairs Unit and operated off Borneo 
until she was purchased for use as an Aus-
tralian Royal Volunteer Coastal Patrol vessel 
in 1964.  
On Anzac Day 1964, Krait was formally dedi-
cated as a war memorial by the governor of 
NSW and in 1985 she was lent to the Austral-
ian National Maritime Museum, where she is 
on display.  
Modellers Central has a model of the Krait in 
their inventory and SMSC member Mike Bar-
ton has set the building of this model as his 
next project. 
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https://www.sea.museum/whats-on/exhibitions/operation-jaywick


JAPANESE MIDGET SUBMARINES 
IN SYDNEY 

Based on the ”Occasional Paper 10”,  
Naval Historical Society Australia June 2017.  

The attack on Sydney Harbour by three midget submarines was the opening salvo in a Japa-
nese submarine campaign off the east coast of Australia that ultimately sank 21 ships, at-
tacked a further 19 vessels and claimed the lives of 670 men and women.  
The submarine capability to make these attacks was at the cutting edge of submarine technol-
ogy of the day. The Type A Ko-hyoteki class midget submarines of 47 tonnes submerged dis-
placement, 24m in length, 1.8m beam and a crew of two, were armed with two muzzle-loaded 
torpedoes plus a scuttling charge. 
Each of the three midget attack boats was carried on the after casing of a 3700 tonne fleet 
submarine.  
The midgets were capable of submerged speeds to 19 knots for a range of 18 nautical miles or 
at low speed up to 100 miles. Test depth was 30 meters. They were single mission boats, but 
the specially-trained crews were to be recovered for further actions 
Two other accompanying fleet submarines carried reconnaissance seaplanes in sealed deck 
containers. These were the revolutionary E14Y Glen aircraft and were designed for rapid prep-
aration and launch and recovery on the open ocean. 
Reconnaissance flights were made with submarine-carried Glen aircraft over Sydney in Febru-
ary 1942 and then again in the early hours before dawn on 29 May.  
The aircraft made several passes over Sydney Harbour enabling the pilot and his observer to 
sketch the position of the anti-submarine defences and the position of some warships. The 
seaplane was both seen and heard but no one suspected the presence of a Japanese aircraft 
so close to Australia’s largest city. 
Following the success of the reconnaissance flight the Japanese submarine commander de-
cided to launch the attack.  
On the night of 31

st
 May, 1942, the 

three midget submarines M27, M22 
and M24 entered Sydney Harbour 
with the intention of attacking Allied 
warships.  
Over 30 warships were in the har-
bour and a number of the ships in 
port had recently returned from the 
Battle of the Coral Sea in early May 
1942. 
Shortly after entering the harbour, 
midget M27 was spotted caught in 
an anti-submarine net. Realising 
they were trapped the crew de-
stroyed their vessel with the installed 
scuttling charge. Neither man sur-
vived. The noise of the explosion 
hurled debris into the air and herald-
ed the beginning of a wild night of 
action on Sydney Harbour. 
M22 was spotted near Taylor’s Bay 
and was attacked with depth charges by Naval auxiliary patrol craft. With their vessel dam-
aged, and realizing they would not be able to complete their mission or return to the parent 
submarine, the crew took their own lives. 
At about 0030 on the morning of 1 June, a third boat M24 manoeuvred to take up a firing posi-
tion. She aimed at USS Chicago, which was moored to a buoy to the east of Garden Island, 
and fired her two torpedoes. 
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The first torpedo passed astern of USS Chicago, went 
under the Dutch submarine K9 which was berthed out-
board of Kuttabul, and exploded against the seawall 
next to Kuttabul. The resulting explosion and shock-
wave severely damaged the Dutch submarine K9 and 
lifted Kuttabul up, and then slammed her down again 
and she began to sink with 21 naval personnel aboard  
The Kuttabul was built in Newcastle, NSW and started life as a steam powered ferry in 1922 
as one of the largest ferries ever to operate on the inner harbour routes. She was certified to 
carry over 2000 passengers. However, with the opening of the new Sydney Harbour Bridge in 
1932 Kuttabul became redundant and she was laid up. After the outbreak of WWII, and with 
war looming in the Pacific, the Navy requisitioned and commissioned Kuttabul in February 
1941 for use as a depot ship. She provided accommodation for up to 150 allied naval person-
nel awaiting transfer to ships and was berthed at Garden Island. 
The second torpedo finished up at the seawall nearby without exploding and caused some 
alarm when it was discovered later in the morning.  
When the bodies of the four Japanese crew members of M22 and M27 were recovered they 
were given the honourable burial which Australia would expect for her own dead in similar cir-
cumstances. The four Japanese submariners were accorded full military honours at 
Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney on 9 June 1942. Following cremation their ashes were returned 
to Japan later that year when Japan’s Ambassador to Australia was repatriated. 
The M24, which had managed to fire her two torpedoes, submerged and disappeared that 
morning in 1942. She stayed missing for another 64 years until 12 November 2006 when a 
group of recreational divers discovered the M24 in 56 meters of water off Sydney’s northern 
beaches where she rests as a war grave.  

BOOM NET IN SYDNEY HARBOUR 
Report by Tom Wolf 

During WWll, entry into Sydney Harbour 
was restricted by a boom net, for over 3 
years all ships including ferries and fishing 

vessels had to pass through one of 3 gates in the anti-
submarine/anti-torpedo boom which stretched from 
Green (now Laing) Point near Watsons Bay on the 
southern side of the Harbour, to Georges Head on the northern side.  
Construction started in January 1942 but it wasn’t fully operational until August 1942, not due 
to any shortage of enthusiasm but solely due to a shortage of supplies.  
Therefore as at May 1942, at the time of the mini-submarine attack in what came to be known 
as “the Battle of Sydney” the netting was still incomplete. 

The crew of the midget submarine M-27 were very unlucky to get 
tangled up in just about the only part of the net that was set up. 



“SELMA/FLORIDA” 
Report by Richard Keyes 

The Civil War gunboat SELMA  was built in 1856 as a civilian coastal mail steamer 
named FLORIDA.  In 1861 she was taken into the Confederate Navy and rebuilt 

with her fine white  superstructure removed to be replaced with a much lowered black iron clad 
war time configuration.  
When a new Confederate ship was al-
so named FLORIDA she was renamed 
SELMA. In a subsequent engagement 
she was captured and taken into the 
Union navy and given the name CSS 
SELMA. After the war she was re-
turned to civilian service under the 
same name. In 1868 she foundered off 
the mouth of Brazos River, Texas. 
This  gunboat  model which appeared in the September 2009  issue of "Ships in Scale" maga-
zine really grabbed my attention. I was looking  for a small  project which  would not take too 
much time and this was the perfect choice. The only problem was that information as to its ap-
pearance was very limited.  

All I had to work with was a couple of sketches and 
a hand drawn set of  plans which were not terribly 
accurate in that they were not to scale and the 
measurements of the various views were not con-
sistent.   
So,  armed with very little information, much of this 
model is conjectural as the  author of the original 
article and plans himself admitted. I had an inter-
esting  challenge.  
Because the hull is so shallow, I decided to make it 
in two parts, divided at the waterline. This gave me 
a very straight line dividing the brown lower hull 
from the black upper hull. I had to be careful not to 

dent the outer edges or it would spoil the clearly defined  waterline.   
Making the rest of the model was straightforward. Thin plywood and styrene was used to make 
the cabins. The funnel was rolled up paper stock. The spare parts box was raided for the lad-
ders which were originally on a  model I made 50 years ago and the ship’s boats came from 
Float a Boat in Melbourne.  
Ladders of this size were particularly troublesome to put in place accurately, but the biggest 
challenge was making the two half round paddle wheels. The spokes had to be lined up exact-
ly or the paddle blades (buckets) would not look right. After two abortive attempts using wood 
and styrene I farmed the job out to my good friend Kevin Hudson who did his usual  brilliant job 
of making them correctly.  He fashioned them from brass which is not nautically correct for this  
vessel  but, as the rest of the model is rather dark, the contrasting brass looks good.  
I cheated and used  leftover commercial cannon kits rather than lathing new ones.  
The Union flag on the stern was left over from a 
set of flags made for me years ago by my Ameri-
can modelling colleague Gus Agustin who makes 
superb miniature ship models. Don’t try to count 
the stars. 
As this  model is not to scale and little infor-
mation as to its appearance is available, I opted 
for an artistic look rather than a technically accu-
rate model. I’m pleased with the result, and it  
has been a good Covid-19 stay-at-home project. 
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IS IT A PLANE? IS IT A SHIP? 
Report by Tom Wolf 

The Soviet (and later the Rus-
sian) navy used a vehicle called 
an “ekranoplan” from 1987 until 
sometime in the late 1990s. It is a 

ground effect vehicle (GEV) designed by Ros-
tislav Alexeyev in 1975, it flies using the lift 
generated by the ground effect of its large 
wings when within about four metres above 
the surface of the water.  
By the 1920s, the ground effect phenomenon was well-known, as pilots found that their air-
planes appeared to become more efficient as they neared the runway surface during landing.  
By the 1960s, the technology started maturing, in large part due to the independent contribu-
tions of Rostislav Alexeyev in the Soviet Union and German Alexander Lippisch, working in the 
United States. Alexeyev worked from his background as a ship designer whereas Lippisch 
worked as an aeronautical engineer. The influence of Alexeyev and Lippisch remains noticea-
ble in most GEVs seen today.  

 
 
GEV wings configurations:  
 (A) Ekranoplan;  
 (B) Reverse-delta wing;  
 (C) Tandem wing. 
 
 

Classification  
Although they might look similar to regular aircraft, and have related technical characteristics, 
they are not aircraft, seaplanes, hovercraft, nor hydrofoils. Rather, "ground effect" is a distinct 
technology. The International Maritime Organization considered the codes which was devel-
oped for fast ships such as hydrofoils, hovercraft, catamarans and the like, and in 2005 classi-
fied these vehicles that carried 12 or more passengers as maritime ships.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rostislav_Alexeyev
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rostislav_Alexeyev
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rostislav_Alexeyev


W.A.SHIPWRECKS MUSEUM 
Report by Tom Wolf 

Located in Fremantle near the 
Maritime Museum, this muse-
um is housed in an 1850’s era 
restored building and houses 

hundreds of relics from ships wrecked 
along the West Australian coast 

Included among the exhibits are the original tim-
bers from the “Batavia” which was wrecked in 
1629. (above) 
 
 
For the modelling shipwright there are magnifi-
cent models of the various ships that were instru-
mental in the Dutch exploration and discovery of 
Australia, including a beautiful model of 
“Duyfken”, the Little Dove, which was the first 
ship to make a recorded sighting of the Australi-
an mainland in 1606 near Cape York. (left) 
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The Dutch East India Com-
pany (VOC) sent many of 
its ships to the South Seas 
in search of  spices, gold 
and silver. 
 

Model of Dirk Hartog’s  
ship “Eendracht” 
which sailed for the 
VOC.  
On 25 October 1616, 
after sighting some 
uninhabited islands 
and a large land 
mass, Hartog landed 
at Dirk Hartog Island 
in Shark Bay leaving 
a flattened pewter 
plate which has been 
retrieved and which 
proves his discovery. 

 
Model of William Dampier’s “Roebuck” which, in 1699, carried the first English exploratory 
expedition to Australia. By the time Dampier reached Australian waters, worms and rot had 
taken their toll on the ship. “Roebuck” sank at anchor off Ascension Island in the Atlantic and 
the crew were rescued several weeks later by a passing East Indiaman. 



CLIPPER SHIP “CITY OF ADELAIDE” 
Report by Tom Wolf 

Totally remiss of me, but I have not reported on this 
great clipper ship for some years. Her return to Aus-
tralia in 2014 should have resulted in great interest in 

her restoration, but this has not materialised due to lack of fund-
ing. The City of Adelaide is of course one of only two surviving 
composite (iron frame and timber hull) clipper ships, and she is 
5 years older than the other one, the Cutty Sark, AND IS 
THEREFORE THE OLDEST SURVIVING CLIPPER SHIP IN 
THE WORLD 

Built in Sunder-
land, England, 
and launched on 
7 May 1864, she 
transported pas-
sengers and 
carried goods 
between Britain 
and Australia. Between 1864 and 1887, the 
ship made 23 annual return voyages from 
England to Adelaide, South Australia and 
played an important part in the immigration of 
Australia. On the return voyages she carried 
passengers, wool, and copper from South 
Australia to London. 

After 1887, the ship carried coal around the British coast, and timber across the Atlantic. In 
1893, she became a floating hospital in Southampton, and in 1923 was purchased by the Roy-
al Navy and commissioned as HMS Carrick as a training ship. In 1948, she was decommis-
sioned and donated to the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve Club, and towed into central Glas-
gow for use as the club's headquarters and remained on the River Clyde until 1989 when she 
was damaged by flooding. Later she sank at her mooring and although moved to another site 
was left to rot away. 
Eventually restoration work began, but funding ceased in 1999, and from 2000 the future of the 
ship was in doubt. At a conference convened by the Duke of Edinburgh in 2001, the decision 
was made to revert the ship's name to City of Adelaide and it was decided to preserve her as 
a museum ship, and the ship was moved by barge from Scotland to the Netherlands and in 
late November 2013, loaded on the deck of a cargo ship, City of Adelaide departed Europe 
bound for Port Adelaide, where she arrived on 3 February 2014. 

In September 2019 the South Australian Government granted a 
long term lease of Dock 2 to the volunteers of the Preservation 
Trust, which will enable the City of Adelaide to be housed on land, 
and to develop a Seaport Village on the Dock. The ship has been 
moved to Dock 2 but remains on the barge, and once the ship is 
on land, external work can start on the ship. The site is being de-
veloped by the volunteers and 
their not for profit organisation, 
not by the Government. The 
barge will be moved to Dock 2 
by end of the year, and work 
started to prepare the site to 
move the ship from the barge 
onto land in 2021. 
In the meantime tours continue 
and if you are in Adelaide, a 
visit is recommended. 
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