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SEASON’S GREETINGS
Your Chatterbox Editors and the Committee of SMSC
wish all our Members and readers a peaceful and Merry
Christmas and a happy New Year.
We wish that your Holiday Season be filled with the love
and joy of your family and friends, lots of health, happiness prosperity and well being, and that your stockings
be filled with heaps of great modelling stuff.

SMSC CLUB MEETINGS
LAST SMSC MEETING FOR 2020

SUBJECT TO SOCIAL DISTANCING LAWS, the next meeting will be
on Sunday, 6 December 2020 at 6:30pm at Wests Ashfield,
115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield unless otherwise notified .
Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion.
If we are permitted to do so due to COVID restrictions, at the conclusion of
this meeting, please join us for a lovely meal and the company of your fellow members and partners in the Club’s Bistro, help us celebrate an early
X-mas. We look forward to seeing you at the meeting.

***********************************************
NEXT YEAR’S FIRST SMSC MEETING
The February 2021 meeting of SMSC will be on

Sunday, 7 February 2021 at 6:30pm at Wests Ashfield, 115
Liverpool Road, Ashfield unless otherwise notified .
Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion

MINI-EXPO 2020

We know many members of our Club and also other
Clubs were disappointed when all the Shows and
Exhibitions this year had to be cancelled due to the
restrictions applied to combat COVID-19.
We are aware that it may not be all over yet and that
Further restrictions may be placed on us again, but,

SUBJECT TO SOCIAL DISTANCING LAWS
BEING APPLIED, we have arranged for a

MINI-EXPO to be held at:
The HENRY SPORTS CLUB, 144 Henry Lawson
Ave, Werrington County on 22 NOVEMBER 2020
from 10am to 4pm

This MINI-EXPO will take the place of the November
Endeavour Group S&T for this year.

This event is open to all members, visitors
and other clubs to exhibit maritime and
related models, all standards welcome.
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FORTHCOMING EXPO EVENTS IN 2021
(after the disappointments of 2020, we look forward to these)

SMSC MODEL SHIP EXPO ‘21
will be held at the Georges River 16ft
Sailing Club on 28-29 August 2021

This event is open to all members, visitors and
other clubs to exhibit maritime and related
models. Start preparing your models to be
ready in time!
PORT MACQUARIE MODEL BOAT EXPO 2021
We believe that the Port Macquarie Model Boat Expo at Port Macquarie
Panthers Club, will take place in mid-July 2021. SMSC will likely have exhibit tables at this Expo, so you now have time to prepare your models. We will keep
you updated with details of this event when known.

CANBERRA EXPO 2021

The Canberra Club has not yet informed us of the date of the 2021 Expo,
but we expect that it will be in mid to late September 2021. We will keep
you updated with details of this event when known.
For more information please contact: Peter Hateley 0401 670 829(m) or by
email to <hpeter@webone.com.au> or contact Bob Evans 6226 8957, or by email to
<rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.

CLARENDON CLASSIC MACHINERY, TRUCK & HOBBY
SHOW 2021
Expected to be held in September, if there is a conflict in dates, we encourage all our
Members to attend the Canberra EXPO even if they do not exhibit, however this exhibition is a little closer to home at the Richmond Showground.

SYDNEY SCALE MODEL EXPO 2021

Scale Model Show open to everyone is to be held on a date to be advised. For more information please contact:
www.sydneyscalemodelshow.net or
<sydneyscalemodelshow@gmail.com>

HUBERTUS MODEL BOAT SHOW 2021

Our friends at the Hubertus Model Boat Club have invited us to attend their events, we will keep you updated with details of the events
when known.
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PRESIDENT’S CHRISTMAS
MESSAGE

Greetings to all our readers for the last Chatterbox of 2020. I sincerely hope that all of
you are remaining Covid free! For those effected by this dreadful virus personally or through
friends/relatives we send you our thoughts for strength and/or a speedy recovery.
This year has seen turmoil in almost all our lives through social interaction restrictions and in
many cases within our club, voluntary ‘isolation’ given the ‘mature’ ages of most of us! However,
the good side of this is that I am aware many of you have been busy building models making
great use of the extra home time.
In the absence of meeting face to face we convened via ‘Zoom’ which went off really well and
enabled us to ensure our AGM was completed .
It does appear though that we might be coming out of the severe restrictions which may allow us
to meet again personally at meetings/gatherings, so stay tuned for messages relating to this, in
particular, our planned ‘Mini-Expo’
Let’s hope for continued improvements for the balance of this year and hopefully that 2021 will
see a return to levels of normality and activity within our club and our friends in other modelling
clubs.
I wish to extend to all our members and readers a safe, healthy and happy festive season with
family & friends and for 2021 to see us back to pre-Covid life.
Happy modelling!

CAPTION COMPETITION #2

Last year’s competition was a resounding success, so here is this year’s competition.
The cartoon character Charlie and his wife Emma have had mixed success over the
past couple of years, so here is your chance to make Tom Wolf smile!
What is Emma saying to Charlie? And if you wish, what is Charlie answering? It should be funny, but pathos will do. Please use language and content that can be risqué but can be published in a family newsletter. The caption competition is open to everyone, as long as your entry is received by December 21st at <tom@aces.net.au> (the earlier the better so we can issue the next Chatterbox on time!?!?)
The sole judge is Tom Wolf and he will not entertain any protests.
And what’s in it for you? Maybe a bit of fun, making a joke, or getting your name into a prestigious publication like Chatterbox? All entries will be acknowledged, but only one entry can win,
so make sure it is your entry!
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Endeavour Group Meeting,
5th September at Hurstville

Report and photos by Mike Kelly
Club member Mike Kelly welcomed 8 members and one spouse guest to his
home, in view of the current COVID situation, hand sanitiser, wipes and face
masks were provided.
First to show was Stephen Smith with his first attempt at a
model ship, the Artesania Latina HMB Endeavour. We last
saw this model 2 months ago, and it has really progressed
since our last viewing. Stephen is finding that doing the rigging
is very therapeutic.
Tom Wolf noticed that the
model didn't have a gaffe
boom and Stephen said
that his kit instructions did
not have a boom. Discussion then turned to whether the mizzen mast had a
gaffe boom or not. Tom
Wolf didn't realise how
complex and controversial
the issue of the gaffe
boom was when he raised it! On research he found that if you look at all models of Endeavour
on the internet (see Wikipedia), they appear to have a boom. Tom looked at his own Corel and
Artesania Latina instructions from previous kits, they each have one (but his kits and instructions are at least 25 years old). It could be that the new kit instructions are different. He then
went to his photos of the replica in Darling Harbour, NO BOOM! So Tom went to the book of all
you need to know about Endeavour (by Parkin) and it appears that there was NO BOOM!! So,
first up, Tom apologises for almost misleading those who attended. Secondly, looking at the
models he has built, it makes sense not to have a boom as it interferes with the stern light. Tom
hopes that his research allays any misconceptions that may have been caused.

Mermaid by Modellers Central was shown by Dach Hall,
with a raised transom, and Dach explained that the holes that
look like gunports are actually vent holes as the ship was not
designed (and too small) to carry cannons, only anti-boarding
guns.
Coppering the hull and how it was originally done, by drawing
a waterline and then covering the edge of the copper with
Elm planking was explained by Michael Bennett.
At this time in the meeting, new member Mike Formosa
shared photos of a Grand Banks Schooner (left), to show
the coppering detail.
cont. p. 6
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cont. from p. 5
Stan Brown has commenced his scratch build of the "Dunbar", he is basing his design on the Blackwall frigate "True Briton", while he took the lines
for the hull from the Cutty Sark which he then modified. This was necessary, as he could not find any actual plans of Dunbar, so he is basing his
scratch build on established principles. It was noted that Stan had adopted
the “Aberdeen bow” featured on clippers of that era.
Stan is trying to find out how
many lifeboats were carried by
the Dunbar, as the sketch drawings (no photos back in 1857)
and paintings of the Dunbar show
anywhere between 2 and 7 lifeboats. Stan’s family connection
with the Dunbar is that his wife
Fay’s Great grandparents were
due to travel on her but were too
sick to travel, therefore surviving
to tell the tale.
Michael Barton brought along his next project, a Modellers Central kit the
MV Krait, a wooden-hulled former fishing boat famous for its use during
World War II during the raid against Japanese ships anchored in Singapore
Harbour (see Chatterbox report in Issue 52). The MV Krait is on display at
the Australian National Maritime Museum in Sydney.
Mike stated that it took him a
little getting used to constructing a model of this length as
his work table isn’t much longer than the model itself. He
found that the bulkheads and
keel needed practically no filing to get them to slot together, but when fitting the deck he was slightly out
with the alignment of the bulkhead sides to the edge of the deck and consequently he had to fill some of the bulkhead sides along the starboard side
and add veneer to some of the bulkhead sides on the port side. Mike is
about half way with the planking of the first layer.
In discussion, Club members suggested not painting the hull, but to stain it,
and Mike said he has some Japanese black stain. Then the subject of the
printed timber decking that came with the kit was discussed, as well as the
pleasing effect of joggling, these are decisions that Mike will consider at a
later time.
Tony Merriott showed club members his
collection of 200th anniversary coins to
go with his model of the Endeavour.
He has incorporated them into the display, and it is very nice indeed!

cont. p.7
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cont. from p. 6
New member Mike Formosa has
started to repair his damaged Billings
Bluenose l. The model came to be
damaged over time while Michael
was away from home for work, and
Michael commented that he expects
to have some difficulties with the rigging, but he does have some rigging
diagrams.
Tom Wolf is also making a model of a Billings Bluenose (but of the replica
Bluenose ll and at half the scale of the Bluenose l shown by Mike Formosa). He discussed the shortfalls in the Billings instructions, the main instructions being in Danish, the English translation being scant.
Tom also observed how the
hull of Bluenose ll came in
two halves, which could be
built either as 2 half models
or as a full model.
With Tom’s dislike of the
many plastic fittings, he is
remaking the fittings out of
wood. The flag on Bluenose
ll has the "mapleleaf" on it,
whereas Bluenose l would
have carried the red ensign
as Canada did not have a
national flag at the time.
Michael Bennett’s miniature
1:600 scale HMS Sirius never
fails to amaze the members, with
his attention to miniscule detail.
He discussed which way the
wind was blowing and what position the anchors should be set.
The position of the Sirius and two
boats can be seen in the jig Michael has made to work on his
model. The direction and effect of
the wind relative to the diorama
is relevant.

The masts and bowsprit are ready to
install, the size can be gauged against
the 15mm screw shown.
This brought the meeting to an end,
members retired for further discussions and light refreshments. Another
enjoyable get together, the meeting
expressed its gratitude to the host
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SMSC CLUB ZOOM MEETING,
4 OCTOBER, 2020

Report by Tom Wolf and Mike Kelly with contributions
from some who attended the Zoom session.
We start this report with a short message from Harry Goedings, the President of SMSC:
“Dear members,
Over the past months at meetings and face to face, Tom Wolf, our editor of and almost sole
contributor to our club magazine ‘Chatterbox’ has raised the issue of contributions to the blog.
I am as guilty as anybody else in that we look forward to reading Chatterbox and the interesting articles. However, with limited exceptions, the content we read is all submitted/researched
by Tom himself. We cannot allow this arrangement to continue. At the October meeting, Tom
raised the issue and requested that the solution is simple…..If you are working on a model,
have finished one, TAKE A COUPLE OF PHOTOS and write a short narrative on your project
and send it in. Similarly, if you visit museums with maritime content, travel and visit maritime
exhibits etc. TAKE SOME PHOTOS write a short narrative and send it in.
There is a lot of work in compiling a club blog such as Chatterbox and we can make it significantly less onerous on our editor Tom if we all contribute articles. I would hate to see Chatterbox lost but unless there is a significant change I fear that this may be the outcome. Tom has
worked on this mag for years and most recently, whilst recovering from Covid-19 continued to
do articles and complete the blog.
Let’s all make the effort to become contributors and keep Chatterbox the great club blog that it
is.
Cheers
President”
With the ongoing pandemic issues this meeting once again had to be held virtually by ZOOM,
regrettably the technical issues involving internet bandwidths affected some of the members
from being able to obtain any real benefit from the meeting. Nevertheless, in all 11 members
participated (or at least attempted to participate) and in all the meeting proved to be very
worthwhile and successful.
The ZOOM session was hosted by Maurice York, who on very short notice agreed to be in the
Chair and we thank him for making the session possible. The meeting started with an
abridged Committee meeting when issues in a short Agenda were discussed.
This was then followed by a session when all participants discussed their current projects and
were helped by the discussion that followed.
First up, our host, Maurice York showed his progress on his Modellers Central kit of
“Mermaid”, it seems that he has now finished the planking and has placed a template on the
deck to set out where the furniture is to be built. Maurice also displayed a fantastic painting of
Mermaid “beating” up the Coast. It certainly demonstrates some of Mermaid’s features that
vary from the kit, including the curved top of the transom that Dach Hall had described at an
earlier meeting. Maurice was unsure if he was going to make the correction to the kit.
Harry Goedings is working on his “Lady Nelson”.
He took some time off the care for his wife during a
recent illness and now he is being prodded by her
to get on with building his models.

cont. p. 9
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cont. from p. 8
James Ward was able to join us only because of the ZOOM meeting as he lives in Yass. The
last time we heard from James he did tell us that he was going to build a model of the Mary
Rose, and he showed the progress he has made on the model. It is partly planked (correctly
working both sides of the model simultaneously) and working from the deck down, it is about
half-way planked. James was asked if he was going to decorate it as elaborately as the paintings depict this 16th century ship, but James reserved his position until the model was further
advanced.
Stephen Smith is very well advanced on his Artesania Latina HMB Endeavour including all
ropes being coiled and the sails set to account for the direction of the wind. Quite a remarkable
effort for a “first model” and a credit to Stephen. He is getting very close to finishing. Just connecting the final "yards" and a bit (actually quite a lot) of trimming to do. With advice from Tom
he was able to master the rope coils etc

Evert van Oeteren was joined by his wife Cathy whose encouragement and support in Evert’s
modelmaking cannot be discounted. As has been reported, at previous meetings Evert has
shown his progress in building the Mercator, a Belgian training ship. He has been greatly assisted by Michael Butcher but nevertheless has now decided that he will never again build a
single hulled model as it has too many difficulties. Evert did make some remarks about the fact
that the model was sold without provision for portholes, with the portholes being optional extras. A very prominent feature of this ship, Evert was able to source the portholes from Modelers Central. And as far as the covers for the lifeboats were concerned, Cathy’s support truly
came to the fore in sourcing material and helping make the covers.

cont. p. 10
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cont. from p. 9
Michael Bennett showed the current state of play of
the Sirius sea. Drilling holes to take the fixing screws
for the case cover he managed to crack the finally
finished sea.
It had to be stripped back to bare plaster, reprimed,
and the four coats of sea colour and tinted varnish
redone.
All is now ready for the model to be permanently
bolted into position ready for masts and rigging.
Mike Kelly is finalising “HMS Hermes” and is currently
working on the “Turks head” knot for the bottle.

He was also given a lesson in miniature rail making and rigging of 1:1200
scale models by Michael Bennett
Tom Wolf was the last to present, he showed the bottle into
which a schooner is to be inserted (when he finally sorts out
some of the kinks).
The model of Bluenose ll that was displayed at the Endeavour
Group meeting is currently on standby as all the masts that
need to be installed are in lockdown at a Vaucluse retirement
village …
so he has now taken on completing a part-built
model of a Swan Class frigate that was partly
built by Richard Keyes. Richard had shown the
part-built model at one of our meetings more
than 2 years ago.

cont. p. 11
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cont. from p. 10
Regrettably, although Janos Nemeth participated in part of the meeting, technical difficulties at
his end meant that he was unable to make his presentation, but after the meeting Janos sent in
his report. He is building the stern section of Le Soleil Royal, a French 104-gun ship of the line
commissioned in 1670. She was said to be a good sailing ship and her decorations were
amongst the most beautiful and elaborate of all baroque flagships, and who better than Janos
to attempt this project!
He is currently about half way, and is now continuing with the other 3 decks and their details,
as well as with the aft and galley decorations. In the near future, as soon as he finishes this
project, we can look forward to a Special Issue of Chatterbox featuring this project by Janos

Dach Hall also attempted to join the meeting but technical difficulties at his end also precluded
him from participating. He is still building his Mermaid, but as his workshop at the retirement
village where he lives has been in lockdown owing to the virus, there has not been much work
to progress the project.
We hope that very soon we will be able to participate in our normal meeting structure
and look forward to the Mini-Expo for our next meeting (if we can).

… AND NOW FOR THE RIGGING!

Photos Michael Bennett, report by Tom Wolf
After just over 4 years of working on the hull (as
well as incredible hours of research and moving
houses many times), Michael Bennett is now
working on the masts and spars of HMS Sirius (at 1:350
scale) and then the rigging can commence.
The photos show the state of the project as at mid-August
2020.
As usual with Michael’s miniatures, there will be many trial
versions of masts and spars, and many will be discarded before his desire for perfection will be satisfied.
Even at this stage of the
build, Michael has over 500
photos, so we look forward to
an exciting “Special Issue” of
Chatterbox featuring the story of the entire build of the
model of this historically significant ship
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THE PROPOSED CENTRAL COAST
HISTORICAL DISPLAY

Report by Tom Wolf
After the AGM at the August meeting there was a discussion about how members of
SMSC could assist in the building of model ships to enable the creation of a historical display.
The interest and impetus for this project arose when the Club was approached by Peter Rea,
one of our Associate Members and a valued member of our Northern Chapter.
Peter is a graphic designer with a great interest in history (particularly maritime) who has created many displays at community events in the past featuring regional history, focusing mainly
on transport; maritime and also rail which are very much intertwined.
Peter has proposed setting up a history exhibition in Gosford during the summer and Easter
holidays in a container that Council has previously used for art exhibitions. This project would
be used to gauge public response with the view of establishing a permanent history display. It
is anticipated that funding will be by way of grants and fundraising activities, one aim of the
project is the tourist market, which represents an economic return on any public funds gained.
The project, however, is no less important to the community for both information/entertainment
and to support the education system.
Although the exhibition will be utilising many of the existing display pieces, new pieces will be
required and as the Central Coast was the major shipbuilding area of the Australian Eastern
Sea Board for over 100 years, one of the new exhibitions should include the information about
this. An exhibition featuring the four or five main types of ships that were built in the area would
be represented by models to be built at the desired scale of 1:48/1:50 scale.
This display would probably become the centre piece of the whole exhibition. As an example
of what was intended to be achieved, a recently completed display was shown to the meeting
(by ZOOM and photo) by Peter.
It is a 3.5m long diorama of the Long Island Railway Station complex, which was in service on
the Hawkesbury River between 1886 and 1889. The vessel is General Gordon built by Thomas Davis in 1886 at his shipyard at Terrigal Haven. 'The General’ was employed by NSW Railways to fill the last 15km (as-the-crow-flies) gap in the 2,600km long Adelaide-MelbourneSydney-Brisbane railway until the longest tunnel in Australia (the 'Woy Woy Tunnel') was cut
through the Gosford sandstone hills and the third longest bridge in the world (at that time) was
built across the Hawkesbury River.
This non-working diorama will become part
of a permanent history
display that is being
installed at the new
showroom at Mooney
Mooney on Central
Coast
side
the
Hawkesbury River of
a local business enterprise, Broken Bay
Pearls.
As already indicated, the Central Coast was the major wooden shipbuilding of Australia for
over 100 years, with over 500 registered vessels built, the General Gordon being one of them.
The aim is for the models being built by our Club members to be permanently displayed on the
Central Coast (but not at Mooney Mooney), the models will not be part of a diorama but be exhibited as a stand alone model on a stand. Recognition to the builder(s) and any organisation
involved (like SMSC) will be clearly displayed with the models and with other details and historical background of the vessels the models represent.
Peter believes that the models being utilised for the education purposes would be a wonderful
way of introducing the younger generation to traditional model boat building and perhaps taking up the activity.
For all enquiries, please contact Peter on 0438 417 739 or <4hresearch@gmail.com>
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PROGRESS ON THE CENTRAL
COAST HISTORICAL DISPLAY

Our Associate Member, Peter Rea (Northern Chapter), reports that in late August he
took one of the models Ralph Hannaford donated to the Central Coast history project to a
meeting of the Central Coast Model Makers Mens Shed, the model being the Colonial Brig
Perseverance.
The model certainly drew a lot of attention with nothing but praise, the knots on the ratlines etc.
received particular compliment. The show case for the model is currently under construction
and it should not be too long before this model is properly protected, all will be relived when all
the models are safely encased.
The meeting discussed exhibition opportunities after COVID, one of the most interesting was
confirmation that Bunnings (Central Coast) will permit a display in the foyer of both their West
Gosford and Tuggerah stores.

DAVID’S NEXT PROJECT

Having completed his HMS Surprise (see Chatterbox Special Issue #15), David Lendrum has set another target. It
will be recalled that David built the Surprise to conform with
the description of the ship as set out in the historical/fictional stories by
Patrick O’Brian of the exploits of Captain Jack Aubrey. Therefore it will
not surprise anyone that he has now decided to build HMS Bellona,
another ship featured on O’Brian’s series of books in the “Yellow Admiral”
David has started researching and
assembling drawings and details
for Bellona, the Napoleonic war
version. This 74 gun ship should
be much more challenging than
Surprise as the hull is more 3 dimensional and the decorations include lots of intricate carvings.
David feels that he will have to improve his wood carving
skills, and whilst all of us thought it was a great job, he
feels his effort for the figurehead of Surprise only just
passes muster. It is intended that the model will again be
scratch built, working from drawings found online and in
the book “Anatomy of the Ship HMS Bellona” by Brian
Lavery.

MERCATOR
PROGRESS

Evert van Oeteren has progressed with his build
of the Belgian training ship “Mercator”.
Evert reports that the build is progressing nicely,
and has provided this photo of his progress.
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COMPLETING “SCOTLAND”
Baltic ship/yacht by Corel

Report by Michael Butcher
When my friend John had to downsize, he left behind a large man’s shed where he
used to turn out beautiful woodwork . Without the facilities to continue, he decided to try his
hand at model ship building, having seen results of my hobby. He wanted to start small and
thus settled on the "Scotland " by Corel as a trial.
When he got into the planking he sought my assistance, which I gladly gave. He then painted
a number of the deck fittings and found he had difficulty placing them and drilling the holes correctly.
Realising at that time that his eyesight was a problem and would make rigging an impossible
task, he sought advice from his optometrist who advised against continuing with such fine and
precise work. John was very disappointed, but conscious of the fact that many of his efforts
required adjustment and/or replacement.
As a consequence he asked me to complete the project, to which I happily agreed. Initially I
did not take photos of the early progress of the project, but when I informed Tom Wolf that I
was working on this project, he suggested that photos be taken of the balance of the work that
was to then be done so that this brief article could be prepared.
1. All deck fittings had to be replaced. This photo was taken soon after the idea was formulated. First, I reviewed
1. the work already done and this involved checking and replacing (where necessary) the deck fittings and the housings, the replacing of the steps on either side and the corrections/replacements of the chain plates and dead eyes.
As I agreed with John, the hull was then painted in the
authentic colours. The anchors were assembled, and new
catsheads were fashioned and fitted. The winches and
anchor ropes were made and secured. The masts were
then temporarily fitted and secured ready for the standing
rigging.

2.

2. Foredeck complete showing
the anchors and the new catsheads

3.

3.
Port side view showing
new steps etc., and the masts
are secured awaiting standing
rigging

5.
4.

4.
Standing Rigging
and ratlines under way

5. Overview of standing rigging, showing
new steps
cont. p. 15
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cont. from p. 14
6. Rigging well underway with first
sails up. Note all running rigging left
temporarily secured to allow adjustments to be made until all sails are
up and in their correct positions.

6.

7.

7.
All Main and Mizzen sails in
position and temporarily secured.

Under normal circumstances, I prefer not to install sails on the models that I construct for myself, but in this case, it was John's intention to have sails if he had been able to complete the
project.
8 View of mainmast standing and running rigging from aft
9 Mainmast sail from forrard
8.
For the record, the kit directed
far too many lines to the belaying
9.
pins around the base of the
mainmast. It made them extremely difficult to secure when
there were a number of alternative positions available. A case
of having to use one’s judgement
came to advantage.
Similarly, the patterns for the
sails, especially for the mizzen
mast, were not shaped to suit
the lengths of the gaffs and
hence it was difficult to correctly
set the sails. Modifications were
made but the desired result was
not satisfactorily obtained.
10-12 Project completed., and photos showing different aspects of the completed model.

10.

12.

11.
9.

8.

Final touch up of paintwork, all lines
checked, name plate secured, all
sails rigged and secured. Ensign
raised and model handed over to
John on 18 September, 2020.
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OUR FLYING MODELLER:
GEOFF KUBANK

It has been some time since we featured one of our members in an article, we now
feature a relative newcomer to maritime wooden models.
Although our Associate Member, Geoff Kubank, may
have been told that there are more airplanes in the
sea than there are ships in the sky, but in any case
this does not take away Geoff’s love of flying.
Geoff lives in Newcastle and is a valued member of
our Northern Chapter and he owns a Tiger Moth aircraft which he flies out of Luskintyre Airfield in the
Maitland/Hunter Valley area.
Luskintyre has a fully licensed aircraft maintenance
and restoration workshop employing about a dozen or
so tradies skilled in many ways. A considerable
amount of restorations involve a lot of precision wood
work which might interest model ship builders, if you
are be interested in a visit one day, please contact
Geoff. It’s easy to arrange, COVID-19 permitting of
course.
Geoff is relatively new to maritime modelling (but no
lack of keenness) and is now working on his second
wooden ship model, the Artesania Latina HMB Endeavour, his earlier build was the Jolly Boat for HMS
Bounty.
His interest in square rigged ships goes back quite a
few years, in fact he has a newsletter from Modeller’s
Shipyard dating back to 1986. Geoff was tempted to
buy a kit then but, just like the rest of us, young kids
(both his own and grandchildren), mortgage, house
maintenance, work, Tiger Mothing etc ruled that out
until relatively recently. A six day cruise on the Endeavour Replica in 2013 reignited his desire to build a
model square rigged ship out of wood.
Back to his aviation career, he has a my lifelong passion for aviation. He has owned his Tiger Moth for 47
years and he still flies every now and then. This combined with 21 years in the RAAF followed by 2 years
at AeroPelican followed by 20 years in Qantas (retired
in 2010) has not dulled his love of flying.

As well as the Endeavour project, Geoff is
also currently building a plastic model
(1/72 and 1/48) of all the significant aircraft he has flown.
All he now needs is the occasional prodding and before you know it, there will be
another HMB Endeavour to display at our
EXPO’s
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BATTLE OF THE IRONCLADS:
Monitor and Merrimack (Virginia)

Report by Harry Goedings
The USS Monitor and the CSS Virginia were not the world’s first ironclad ships but
perhaps the most famous as a result of their epic clash during the Civil War off
Hamptons Roads, a harbour at the mouth of the James River in Virginia.
During the Civil War, the confederacy attempted to redress the imbalance of firepower and resources with one element being to protect Confederate warships with iron plating. The CSS Virginia was originally the
USS Merrimack, a 40 gun frigate
launched in 1855. Captured by the Confederates and armour plated above the
waterline, the 263-foot (80 metre) vessel
resembled what has been cited as ‘a
floating barn roof’.
Commanded by Commodore Franklin Buchanan and with several other confederate vessels, the
CSS ‘Virginia’ decimated significant numbers of Union wooden warships off Newport News, Virginia on 8th March 1862.
The Union ironclad, the ‘Monitor’ under
the command of Lieutenant John Worden,
arrived at the location that same night.
Described as a 172-foot ‘Yankee Cheese
Box on a raft with armoured revolving gun
turret that housed two 11 inch Dahlgren
guns, the vessel was an entirely new concept in naval design. The scene was thus
set for the dramatic naval battle on March
9, notable as history’s first duel between
ironclad warships and signalling a new era in naval warfare. The revolving gun turret and protective armour belt became standard features on later generations of battleships.
Crowds of Union and Confederate supporters watched from the decks of nearby vessels and the
shores on either side. The battle between the vessels began on the morning of 9 March around
8am and continued for around four hours. Both vessels circled one another, jockeying for position as they fired. The cannon balls however, simply deflected. Later that day, the Virginia
pulled back to Norfolk (VA) with neither ship sustaining any serious damage.
What became of both these vessels? They both met ignominious ends. Some months later
when Union forces invaded
the occupied James Peninsula the retreating Confederates scuttled the Virginia.
The Monitor was en-route
to Charleston in South Carolina in December that year
being towed when it encountered a large storm off
Cape Hatteras and sank.
The wreck was subsequently rediscovered
in
1973 some 16 miles offshore at around 70 metres
(235 ft) and has been added to the National Register
of Historic Places.
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CHEOPS BOAT MUSEUM

Photos and report by Tom Wolf
The River Nile and the Nile Delta are the life-giving source of the ancient Egyptian
civilisation, and everything to do with life or death involved the waters of the river.
Fishing the river was an integral part of day-to-day life, and the funerary processions by river
barge to the burial ground was an integral part of the death celebrations.
It is therefore not surprising to find model ships in the tombs, nor is it unusual to find relief pictures on the walls of the tombs showing fishing, or more commonly the pharaoh and the gods
crossing the river as part of the relationship between man and the gods.

These photos were taken by me on my recent
visit to Egypt, they are from the Egyptian Museum in Cairo (including the King Tut-ankh-amun
Collection) and reliefs from the walls of some of
the tombs in the Valley of the Kings, and the
fact that there are models of ships from this ancient period are well known.
Even though I am a historian and interested in
Egyptology, I was not aware of a simple fact
until I arrived at Giza, Cairo.
The Great Pyramid of Giza (also known as the
Pyramid of Khufu) is the oldest and largest of
the three pyramids in the Giza pyramid complex. It is believed that the pyramid was built as
a tomb for Pharaoh Khufu (often Hellenized as
"Cheops").
cont. p. 19
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cont. from p. 18
The Great Pyramid of Khufu was popularised
when it was listed as one of the Seven Ancient
Wonders of the World. It is by far the oldest of the
ancient Wonders, and the only one still in existence.
On the south
side of the Great
Pyramid of Khufu, 2 massive,
30m long rectangular stone lined
pits were found
in 1954.
A disassembled
boat is contained
in each pit.
One of these boats has been reconstructed in a special museum on
the south side of the pyramid.

This boat appears to have been
used for the funerary procession
and, being a ritual object connected to the last earthly voyage
of the pharaoh, it was then dismantled and interred.

The cedar funerary boat is 43m in length and constructed of
1,224 separate pieces stitched together with halfa-grass ropes.
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cont. p.20

cont. from p. 19

A modern model of the Cheops funerary boat shows the 10 paddles and the 2 rudder oars, as
well as the structure that would have held the pharaoh's casket.
Halfa-grass ropes and special knots were used
in the construction of the boat.

Desmostachya bipinnata, commonly known as
Halfa grass, big cordgrass, and salt reed-grass
is native to northeast Africa where it grows
commonly and abundantly and is now considered to be an invasive and nuisance weed that is
to be eradicated. It is a perennial grass, long known and used in human history.
A visit to this museum is highly recommended, it is best to leave at least 30 minutes for this
visit, and considering what was spent in getting to Egypt and the entry fees to the other museums and attractions, this was a bargain at EGP 100 (about AU$10) and if you want to take
non-flash photos, an extra charge of EGP 50 applies.
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all
over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Midwest Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report “ and by arrangement and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the authors, we
reprint the following article by Rick Szydelko in the May 2020 issue.
It is interesting that this report appears in the same issue of Chatterbox as Tom Wolf’s report
on Cheops’ Boat Museum featuring the remains of an ancient Egyptian funeral barge and photos of the Halfa grass ropes used to tie the planks together, The photos also show the irregular shapes of the planks as demonstrated in the model in this article.

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN PLANKING TECHNIQUES

Photos and report by Rick Szydelko
Wood was a fairly scarce commodity in ancient Egypt, so their boats were built using available
lumber of different widths and lengths. Planks were rarely more than six to eight feet long, less
than eight inches wide, and were irregularly shaped.
The wood pieces were joined using combinations of mortise & tenon joints, butterfly inlays, and rope lashings. I’m using only the
rope lashing method for my model.

Apparently, the Egyptian shipwrights didn’t have access to European caulking materials, so
they used twisted reeds between planks with lashings being used to secure the reeds in place.
I am a little sceptical about how watertight this method of sealing would have been, but if there
were any additional techniques used,
I haven’t come upon them. My model uses small
hemp twine dyed “apple green” to simulate the
reed caulking
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE WARSHIP
FROM ROMAN ERA TO MID-1860’s
(PART 1)

Report by Mike Kelly
Mungo Murray wrote in 1754 about the principle qualities belonging to ships as;
“To be able to carry a good sail.
A ship should steer well.
A ship should carry her lower tier of guns four feet and half or five feet out of the water.
A ship should be poised, so as not to dive or pitch hard.
A ship should sail well before the wind”.
It will be seen that important developments in warship design used these principles when it
came to manoeuvrability (ability to out manoeuvre the enemy), stability (to provide a stable
gun platform), fight ability (to be able to outgun the enemy) and later with the introduction of
iron and armour, defensibility (the protection of crew and guns from enemy fire).

STEERING

From Roman times through to the Vikings the way of steering a ship was by a double and the
single steering oar. The single steering oar was set on the starboard quarter and attached to
the gunwhale, controlled by a horizontal tiller.

Roman Ship

Viking Longship

In 897 King Alfred met the threat of Vikings, according to extracts from the Anglo Saxon
Chronicles, by building larger ships with higher bulwarks and a greater number of oars, as
there is no evidence of Alfred’s ships being steered any other way than the method used by
the Viking ships, it can be assumed that this method of steering remained for approximately
250 years until around 1242 when a stern-rudder appears on a town seal.
“As a guide to ships’ fittings, ancient seals are of great value, and it is
on them that we have, in the main, to rely in any attempt to arrive at the
date of the introduction of the stern rudder. The earliest seal in which
the rudder is shown definitely to be hung on a stern post, instead of being lashed to the quarter, is the seal of Elbing in Germany, which has
been traced back to A.D. 1242.
In this example stern-post, gudgeons and pintles
and tiller are all shown with the greatest possible
definition”. The rudder was controlled by a tiller
which in warships of the time was positioned on
Town seal of
the gundeck. In heavy weather and on larger
Elbing, Germany
ships the helmsman had the assistance of relieving tackles and extra hands.
A disadvantage of this method of steering became apparent when sailing
on a course closer to the wind, if the ship was taken aback, the wind
coming from the wrong side of the sail and trying to push the ship back- Town seal of Dover
wards, this would not have been a desired situation and could lead to
rigging, sail and mast damage caused by the lack of precision and immediate response of the
helmsman to orders and directions given to him from the main deck, which in warships might
be two or three decks up.
cont. p.23
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cont. from p.22
A temporary solution to this communication and steering problem arrived in the 15th century in the form of the whipstaff, this
was a vertical lever connected to the inboard end of the tiller,
controlled by the helmsman who stood on a platform, usually
just below the maindeck with an open fronted copela to protect
him from the weather movement on deck, from here he was in
direct contact with the officer on deck and had a partial view of
the sails. “Although an improvement on the earlier steering
method the whipstaff was fragile, unmanageable in heavy
weather, and allowed only restricted helm movement (about 7
degrees either side of amidships)”.
One of the great steering innovations was the introduction of
the ships steering wheel around 1705 (info taken from a model
in the National Maritime Museum) which is still in use today,
although with some modifications. A ships wheel was attached
to the tiller which in turn was attached to the rudder by a series
of ropes and pulleys.
The helmsman stood at the wheel with a view of the deck and sails in earshot of the officer of
the watch. To steer the ship the helmsman simply turned the wheel in the direction he wanted
the ship to go. In heavy weather a second wheel could be added to the drum allowing more
hands to assist in steering the ship.
Also introduced around this time were the staysail and triangular headsail, which together with
the wheel gave a ship a greater ability to sail closer to the wind safely, therefore giving the ship
a greater manoeuvrability, the steering wheel proved an invaluable innovation in sea actions,
where enemy ships vied to get the advantage of the weather gauge ( up wind from an enemy)
also with the introduction of the wheel came the ability of the helmsman to respond immediately to orders and a directions given to him by the officer on deck, especially necessary in the
middle of a battle.

SHIP PARTS TRANSLATED

Modellers building from kits have often been confronted by either translations
from the original of ship parts that couldn’t be understood, or a total absence of
any translations. We hope you can be assisted by this list found in an old
Newsletter of SMA:
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BOOK REVIEW:
“THE BARBARY PIRATES” by C.S.Forester

Review by Tom Wolf
C. S. Forester (1899 –1966), is the pen name
of Cecil Louis Troughton Smith, an English novelist
known for writing tales of naval warfare, such as the Horatio Hornblower series depicting a Royal Navy officer
during the Napoleonic wars. He has also authored many
other stirring adventure novels (including “The African
Queen” of Bogart and Hepburn fame), so it was genuinely surprising and refreshing to come across a historical
account of “The Barbary Pirates”.
Forester was always respected for his historical research
and accuracy, but this time he didn’t need to hide behind
fictional characters.
The book gives a well researched and detailed account
of a young country’s (the USA) first test overseas. The
Barbary Pirates had been preying on ships off the coast
of Africa for hundreds of years and it seemed that no
one could (or wanted to) stop them, not even the powerful British and French navies.
Often Christian captives were sold off as slaves, many
times they were used as oarsmen in galleys (shackled to
the ship and left to die if the ship was sunk), alternatively
they were forced to convert to Islam to secure their freedom
American shipping and persons were being captured and exchanged for enormous sums by
the Pirates and the Americans decided to do what nobody else was going to do. A blockade
ordered by President Jefferson lasting many years with lots of failures outnumbering successes
culminated by the first landing on foreign soil by the US Marines over 200 years ago. Their
hymn reflects the history:
“From the Halls of Montezuma; to the Shores of Tripoli;
We fight our Country’s battles; in the air, on land, and sea …”
The book reflects the very many problems encountered by the Americans, funding issues at
home, ineffective leadership at times, a long
blockade with ships having to be maintained and
provisioned, double crossing Pashas and Deys of
the North African Coast, and just plain bad luck.
It also highlights what enterprising leadership,
well thought out plans, skill and courage can
achieve. And of course it gives the briefest account of the 7 US Marine bodyguards of the Consul who participated in a land battle (2 were
killed).
And yet, the war against the Barbary pirates was
not totally resolved until many years later when,
after the Napoleonic Wars and the War of 1812
were over, a different President (Madison) sent
another squadron of ships to the region to silence
the pirates of Morocco, Tunis and Tripoli.
The book was written in 1953, but copies are
readily available at a reasonable price at secondhand bookshops or eBay.
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