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Tom Wolf at tom@aces.net.au or Mike Kelly at mikelly118@gmail.com 

ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T MEETING  
will be held on Saturday, 2nd October 2021 
from 10am to 12 noon. Please join us for our “Show 
and Tell” at  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4983177191 

Please check in 10 minutes before the meeting is due to start so 
that we can get ready to start on time. 

Please submit your photos and discussion to Maurice York at 
<maurice@yorkfamily.id.au> 

Members and visitors are welcome and are encouraged to 
participate with projects and for discussion 

THIS WILL BE THE LAST ENDEAVOUR GROUP 
MEETING HELD IN 2021 

************************************************** 
SMSC CLUB S&T MEETING 

The next SMSC meeting will be on 

Sunday, 5th December 2021 at 6:30pm  at 
Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Rd, 

Ashfield unless otherwise notified.  

Members and visitors are welcome and are encouraged to bring 
projects for discussion.  

We cater for all standards, problems encountered by beginners in 
selecting suitable projects and completing them (along with other 

problems and pitfalls) will be addressed at this meeting  



PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 
This report brings the administrative year of the Club for 2020/21 to an end with our AGM, 
albeit that it is a little late, conditioned by the current Covid situation. This means that the 
AGM this year is again a virtual meeting by Zoom. Our thanks go to Maurice York, our Web-
master, for facilitating the Zoom meetings whenever they are required.   

I take this opportunity to thank the outgoing Executive and Committee for their commitment to the 
club and work over the past year and I look forward to another year of progressing the Club.  All the 
members have made themselves available at short notice as the goalposts were constantly moved due 
to the pandemic. 
Members are encouraged to consider offering themselves up for a Committee position for the coming 
2021/22 year. 
The club is financially on a sound footing with continued support being provided by our major sponsor, 
the Australian National Maritime Museum.   
What have we achieved over the past year and our second year of Covid? In short,  
• we have continued to operate the club successfully, through a combination of maintaining our 

Endeavour Group meetings face to face whenever possible and by Zoom whenever it wasn’t pos-
sible; 

• bi-monthly Club S&T meetings have continued face-to-face and by ‘Zoom’. 
• we have strengthened our contact with the  Northern Chapter and the relationship with the pro-

posed museum on the Central Coast 
After not being able to hold our EXPO in 2020, the 2021 EXPO (that was postponed to 20-21 November) 
is now our most immediate focus and with what appears to be an easing of some restrictions, we hope-
fully look towards being able to host the event at Wests Tigers Leagues Club.  The long period of re-
strictions has without doubt seen the construction of many, many new models ready for display at the 
EXPO!  
It has also been our pleasure to welcome back some our members after long absences due to ill health 
and family/work issues. 
We look ahead to the coming year with a resumption of face-to-face Club S&T and Endeavour Group 
meetings. We look forward to strengthening our commitment and support of the Northern Chapter of 
the Club, and we are aware of a similar interest in the Southern Highlands for our presence to be estab-
lished, and we view this as an opportunity to continue the spread of our wonderful hobby.   
Chatterbox continues to be an excellent publication under the editorship of Tom Wolf and assisted by 
Mike Kelly, and is receiving accolades for its excellence from all around the world 
More recently our members have participated in an international Zoom contact with the Midwest Ship-
wrights Society (Chicago, USA) and we hope to continue with  these fantastic, informative meetings in-
teracting with modelling colleagues. Keep an eye out for upcoming meetings, our US colleagues have 
made us very welcome! 
Please take care of yourselves, stay healthy and Covid free. 

President 
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OVERDUE FEES 
Although we hold our AGM in August, SMSC membership fees are for 
the financial year July to June each year. This note is just a reminder to 
those of our readers who have not renewed and paid their membership 

fees for the 2021-22 year (due on 1st July) that the fees are now well overdue.  
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VOTE OF THANKS  

We wish to thank the outgoing office bearers and committee members for all the hard 
work they carried out with distinction in 2020-21 during a very difficult period in the 
Club’s history. The Club is in a sound position and able to face the future with confi-

dence. We also congratulate all our Members who have yet again agreed to carry out the tasks 
and responsibilities as office bearers and committee members of the Club for the current year 
and we welcome all new faces onto the committee.   
It was resolved that the Executive of the Club may co-opt further Committee Members during 
the year as may be necessary and required, so if you think you may have something to con-
tribute, please put your hand up and you’ll be made most welcome. Your Committee members 
for 2021-22 are as set out below, you are welcome to make contact with any of them for Club 
business by email addressed to the Secretary. 

President: ………………   Harry Goedings  
  Vice-Pres:  ……………    Michael Bennett   
Treasurer:  ……………..   Ralph Hannaford 
  Assist. Treasurer: …..     Anelia Bennett  
Secretary:  ……………..    Mike Kelly  
  Assist. Secretary: ……    Anelia Bennett  
Public Officer:  …………   Anelia Bennett  
Committee:  …………….   Mike Barton   Maurice York 
     Evert van Oeveren  Cathy van Oeveren 
     Tony Merriott   Geoff Kubank 
     Mike Kelly    Stephen Smith 
     Tom Wolf    Alan Bideleux 
Member Welfare: ….. Alan Bideleux  assisted by Mike Barton 
Webmasters:  …………. Maurice York and Anelia Bennett 
Newsletter Editors:  …. Tom Wolf assisted by Mike Kelly 
ANMM Liaison:  ………. Michael Bennett  

We acknowledge the Founders of 
SMSC at the inaugural meeting in 

Granville, March 2011 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021 
and S&T, 12 September by ZOOM  

Report by Tom Wolf 
Yet again, due to COVID pandemic lockdown restrictions, our Club’s AGM had to be 

held virtually on ZOOM. This was the only alternative to the Committee and we thank Maurice 
York for hosting the event.  
The ZOOM meeting was embraced by the members, and we had 13 members participate in 
the meeting, including one of our Associate Members who lives outside Greater Sydney and 
can’t usually attend meetings held in town. We may need to consider Zoom for all meetings. 
The President’s report was tabled and accepted, you can read this elsewhere in this issue. The 
Club’s Treasurer informed the meeting that the Club is in a sound financial position and the 
membership fees for the 2021/22 year were ratified. 
Members of last year’s Committee formally retired and they were thanked for their service 
through the difficulties of 2020-21. 
Nominations were called for the various positions on the Committee and the result of the elec-
tion appears elsewhere in this issue. The Committee was given the right to co-opt further 
members to act on the Committee as and when required. 
Despite the issues brought on by the pandemic, the Northern Chapter of SMSC has become 
firmly established and is thriving. We thank Trevor Duxbury for co-ordinating the group’s activi-
ties when possible. Despite the intention to establish a similar Chapter in the Southern High-
lands and Illawarra, we have had to put this intent on the back-burner due to the pandemic, but 
it remains on the agenda. 
The formal AGM then discussed efforts to assist Peter Rea (one of our Associate Members 
from the Central Coast) in obtaining models for display in the proposed History & Heritage 
Hunter to Hawkesbury Research Centre. The donation of models by Ralph Hannaford was 
acknowledged. 
The meeting also discussed the joining in with overseas Clubs to discourage the promoting of 
models made by some companies, this issue was not resolved but action will be taken during 
this coming year to bring us in line with the international modelling community. 
Our EXPO is ready to roll, mainly because our experienced organisers can bring it about on 
short notice. It was decided to hold on until the restrictions relevant in November are better 
known and it is hoped that our EXPO can proceed. It is still the intention of the Club to have an 
EXPO, and if it can’t proceed in November it is likely to be postponed yet again, rather than 
being cancelled. 
 
The AGM was followed by a general meeting during which it was decided: 
• to organise a 3D printing tutorial to be held on the Central Coast when the pandemic re-

strictions were lifted. It was recognised that 3D printing will be a very relevant element in 
all future modelling and it would be best for members to learn some basic elements.; 

• to make arrangements with the plastic modellers and ask them to assist in teaching ele-
mentary airbrush techniques to our members 

• in recognition of the pandemic restrictions, it was decided that the forthcoming Endeavour 
Group meeting was to be held as a virtual Zoom meeting. We apologise to any members 
who do not have access to computers or telephones that can be used to join in. 

 
For all future Zoom meetings, it was resolved that those “attending” and wishing to make 
presentations or to seek discussion of a topic would submit their photos of the project or the 
matter in issue, with a text that would be presented to the meeting by way of a PowerPoint 
presentation. Maurice York agreed to host the Zoom sessions and to co-ordinate the presenta-
tions. 
The general meeting was then closed and Tom Wolf conducted a quick S&T. Everybody de-
scribed what they were working on and this will be a very brief report with some unusually bad 
photos of many of the models because they are screenshots. With the way it is proposed that 
future Zoom meetings will be conducted, we hope to be able to bring more comprehensive re-
ports in the future cont. p. 5 
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The first to present was Maurice York who is 
still building his Modellers Central “Mermaid”. 
The decking is ready and has sanding sealer 
applied to save it from accidental damage. Mau-
rice is working on the deck furniture which will 
be “pinned” so as to ensure proper adhesion of 
glue. Maurice raised questions as to the fore-
ward “bits”, namely what would be the best tools 
to use to arrive at the finish he wishes, and he 
was advised that judicious use of diamond files and a razor saw will assist in achieving his aim. 
 
Tony Merriott informed us that he has finished his Artesania Latina Endeavour Longboat 
and the photos he has submitted speak more than a thousand words, a beautiful model, well 
done Tony! 

He has now started on the Bounty Jolly Boat and that project is racing ahead. 

 
Geoff Kubank, one of our Associate members from 
our Norther Chapter, is working on the Artesania Lati-
na HMB Endeavour and has just finished the first 
layer of planking and he is ready to start the second 
layer of planking. He is concerned that it seems there 
is a world wide shortage of timber these days which 
means replacement planks from hobby shops may 
not be obtainable.  Frontline Hobbies (in Newcastle) 
has very little or none, and therefore he needs to be 
rather careful not to waste any of the planks he has 
as replacements may not be available.  

Geoff's dilemma is how to hold each plank in place while the 
adhesive sets and he sought advice about second plank lay-
ing methods. He was advised that most members who at-
tend the Club's S&T's simply use pins and nails and then just 
sand out the pinholes, but alternatively Geoff was given in-
formation about planking screws that are commercially avail-
able. The photo presented at the meeting shows that he has 
now started the second layer with a combination method that 
will resolve his problems. cont. p. 6 

cont. from p. 4 
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Ralph Hannaford is working on his commission project 
of “HMS Supply”. He has never installed sails before, 
and on this model slightly billowing sails are installed 
as if she was sailing in a slight breeze. Ralph used very 
watered down white glue solution as his setting agent 
and the results look great with the project almost fin-
ished! 
 
 

Evert van Oeveren is build-
ing Modellers Central 
“Duyfken” and reports that 
he finding it easy to bend the 
planks using an electric bend-
er. He seems to be progress-
ing very nicely with this build. 
 

Michael Bennett amazed us by displaying a 1:60 
scale pirate ship he is making for his son. More ac-
customed to working at one tenth (or even twentieth) 
of that scale, the pirate ship is to be used in 
“Dungeons and Dragons” gaming. Some 3D figu-
rines were also put on show. He has asked Tom 
Wolf to help with the shrouds and ratlines. 

 
 
 
 
 
Harry Goedings has progressed on his build of 
“Rattlesnake”. It may seem like small beginnings, but 
with the issues that Harry has had it must be a wonderful 
diversion. 
 
 

Stephen Smith has utilised his 
“enforced modelmaking period” 
wisely, he finished his Modellers 
Central “Mermaid”. He also 
made the ship’s boat together 
with the oars, made of toothpicks 
and leftover planking.  

Next up, Stephen is going to build the Carta Augusto “Royal 
Sovereign”, an Italian kit from the 60’s or 70’s. After the demise 
of this kitmaker, Corel was formed and took over some of their 
product line. Stephen secured by answering a notice from our 
Secretary for some models “looking for a good home”. 

cont. from p. 5 

cont. p. 7 
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Mike Barton is pleased with his progress 
with Modellers Central “Krait”. As the pho-
tos show, he has just about finished the re-
ally difficult stern including the vertical 
planking on the outside and the framing 
work on the inside (although he invented 
his own way to do the framing).  

For the decking Mike has decided, in light 
of the very many frames he would need to 
work around, to leave the pre-printed de-
sign and not to “re-deck” as he usually 
does. 
 
 

Mike Kelly has not been able to do much modelling due to issues with his eyes and we wish 
him all the best for the forthcoming procedures.  Mike did indicate in private conversation that 
once he as able to, he will return to completing his “trilogy in a bottle”, namely Titanic, Carpa-
thia and Californian. 
Tom Wolf was last to 
present, a 1:64 scale 
Victory Models “HMS 
Fly” that was re-named 
“HMS Pegasus” by 
Richard Keyes who built 
the hull. Tom acquired 
the model from Richard 
about 5 years ago and 
is now rigging her. 

cont. from p. 6 

SMSC EXPO’21 
Will take place on 

20-21 November 
at Wests  
Ashfield 

All conditions of entry 
involving vaccinations by 

Wests Ashfield will be 
observed 

 

All members and persons who have registered interest will be in-
formed of developments as soon as they arise.   

For further information please contact  
Michael Bennett by email <mjbennett@ozemail.com.au>  

or on 0411545770  
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 SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all 
over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Midwest 
Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report“ and by arrangement 
and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the author, we reprint 
the following photos extracted from their October 2020 issue. 

Publishing these photos by Kevin Hudson is particularly pertinent as we understand that Kevin, 
one of the founding members of SMSC, is extremely ill. We wish him a speedy recovery. 

THE CONTINENTAL GALLEY “WASHINGTON” 
Photos by Kevin Hudson 

 
This model has 
featured in the 
Nautical Re-

search Journal 
and the NRG’s 
2021 Calendar 

 

 
USS Washington 

(1776) was a highly 
manoueverable row 
galley that attacked 

many British warships 
during the American 
Revolutionary War. 
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all over 
the world. One of those is the Model Shipwrights of Niagara (Canada) and by ar-
rangement and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the author, 
we reprint the following item from their webpage. 

THE MARY ROSE 
by Alan O'Neill 

The Mary Rose was the flag ship of King Henry VIII. 
She went down in the middle of a battle while execut-
ing a turn with the lower gunports open.  
As she heeled over, the water poured in and ... down 
she went with 100's of crew, her new captain, and the 
ship's dog (the rat catcher). The year was 1545 and 
the Mary Rose was in her 34th year of service.  
As a good portion of the remains were covered in sedi-
ment she was in a sense 'vacuum sealed'.  

Being starved of oxygen, normal decay was kept at bay. The recovery 
work went on from 1971 to 1982, to the building of a museum to hold 
her and setting her up in side. 
To preserve the structure above water they sprayed the hull with a 
20% concentration of Polyethylene Glycol (PEG) solution for 19 years, 
freeze drying, followed by 3 years of air drying. 
After installing scaffolding supports, they monitored the wood move-
ment with overlaid imaging over the next 3 years and made the neces-
sary adjustments.  
She has since (prior to the pandemic) been open to the public across 
from HMS Victory.  
You can learn more about the history and preservation of the Mary 
Rose on the internet at  www.maryrose.org  

SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from Australia 
and all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Can-
berra Model Shipwrights Society called the “Scuttlebutt“ and by arrangement and 
their kind permission acknowledging the source and the author, we reprint the fol-
lowing extract from their September 2021 issue. 

INEXPENSIVE AND USEFUL 
ADDITION TO THE TOOL BOX 

By Stephen Batcheldor 
A tool or set of tools that I have found useful when building my 
wooden model ships is some small steel rules.  
These tools assist when you have 
to mark or cut a straight line with a 
knife in an enclosed area and can 
be useful to measure items in small 
spaces such as on a deck etc. 
I made a set of small rules from 
some cheap 150mm steel rules 
purchased on Ebay.  
I obtained five rules for about $15 
out of China and cut them up with 

a pair of tin snips then cleaned up the edges on a disc sander. 
This left me with a set of 10 rules from 25mm to 120mm. 
I am always finding a use for these items now that I have 
them. Not expensive and a useful addition to the tool box. 

Five cheap 150mm rules 
purchased on Ebay  

Each length of rule was cut 
a little oversize, the ends of 
each rule were finished to 

size on a disc sander. 

http://www.maryrose.org


- 10 - 

HINTS: 
JOGGLING 

At one time or another the 
discussion at our Show & 
Tell’s reverts to a discussion 
about joggling the deck 
planking on model ships. If 
you wish to joggle but are 
not sure of what it is all 
about, this is a hint/article 
from an old SMA Newsletter 
explaining how and when 
joggling is appropriate. 
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs including the Can-
berra Model Shipwrights Society and with their kind permission acknowledging the 
source and the author, we reprint the following article from their June 2021 issue of 
Scuttlebutt, their newsletter. 

MODELLING WOES or 
THE ART OF INDECISION 

by Bob Evans 
I much admire those modellers who are able to decide on a project and forge ahead until such 
project is completed and another begun. Sadly, I seem incapable of such a thing. As my late 
wife was frequently heard to ask, “are you ever going to finish that?”.  
“Of course” I would dutifully reply, carefully omitting a completion date. I confess to having pro-
jects that have taken well over 20 years to reach completion. 
There is occasionally undeniable motivation such as “I would like to see that model completed”. 
I have said before that my beloved wife was a huge supporter and such a request was not to be 
ignored. 
I am also the proud possessor of a substantial number of unbuilt kits, both wood and plastic 
consisting of a variety of ship types as well as aircraft, cars and other vehicles etc. This used to 
bring the comment, “You will not live long enough to build them all”. True, but if I don’t, I won’t 
know much about it. 
I would like to look at some of the reasons, at least for me, why this butterfly approach to model-
ling exists and is it necessarily a bad thing? 
Lack of focus.  
This is a significant factor and stems from having too many choices as to what model to build. 
The decision has to be made as to what medium to build in, ie wood, plastic, kit or scratch built. 
Not only that but subjects that interest me one week may not the next. 
Quality.  
The quality of materials in a kit and the clarity of the instructions have a profound effect on hold-
ing my interest. The ideal combination of course is a good quality kit of a subject of interest with 
clear and well detailed, easy to follow instructions. Preferably with minimal rigging! Some kits 
are so woefully inadequate that it is hard to resist not starting something new. It is not until con-
struction begins that any of these issues become apparent. 
Tools .  
It should only be necessary to have those tools that match your capabilities, but what you do 
have should be of good quality and be in good condition. Nothing worse than having saws and 
knives that make the job worse than if you were to use your teeth to cut out parts. I am the 
proud possessor of a small metal lathe. Why did I want it I was asked. “Because”, that’s why. Do 
I know how to use it? Of course not, but it looks good on the bench”. 
Lack of interest.  
I can only vouch for myself here, but I’m sure others have experienced this. From time to time, 
no matter how absorbing a hobby is, interest wanes and productivity becomes almost zero.  
There may be many reasons for this, in my own case the loss of my wife was a prime factor. I 
no longer have my mate to encourage me and admire the work I produce. I won’t dwell on that, 
but the way out of a lack of interest is to find something that really stirs you into activity and gets 
you back on the modelling trail. 
This is of course a very good excuse for having a number of models on the go at any one time, 
or to purchase something new! It is sometimes referred to as “retail therapy.” Don’t be deterred 
if this happens to you. The remedy is simple.  
Search for a kit, or a subject for scratch building that interests you and is not overly complicated 
and materials or kit are of good quality. Ensure tools are up to the task and away you go. Sim-
ple! 
By the way, I have just begun the Mamoli “Victory” to get myself back in the swing of things, not 
a good move! See “Quality”. Can you have multiple products on the go? Why not?  
The pleasure is not always in the finished product - it can be in the getting there. It’s your 
hobby and whatever gives you pleasure is what you do! 



THE MYSTERY OF THE 
“MARY CELESTE”  

Report by Alan Bideleux 
Among the many mysteries of the sea, there is probably none more mysterious than that of the 
“Mary Celeste” which was found abandoned and still afloat off the coast of the Azores in Decem-
ber 1872.  
She was found by the Canadian Brigantine, “Dei Gratia”, in somewhat poor condition but with all 
her cargo still intact and no evidence of sinister happenings or treachery other than the fact that 
there was no sign of any of her crew.  It appeared that the crew had simply disappeared. 
Launched as the brigantine “Amazon” in 1861 she was lat-
er renamed “Mary Celeste”.  In some earlier records she 
was referred to as the Marie Celeste.  
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle coined this name in a short story 
about a ship whose crew had been spirited away.  His 
book, “J. Habakkuk Jephson's Statement”, was a fictitious 
story which thinly disguised the story of the “Mary Ce-
leste”. 
The fatal voyage commenced on November 7, 1872 when 
“Mary Celeste” left New York Harbour bound for Genoa 
with 1,700 barrels of alcohol as part of her cargo. She was under the command of Captain 
Briggs and crew, also on board were Captain Brigg’s wife and two children.  
Ten days later the “Dei Gratia” found the “Mary Celeste” adrift and when the crew boarded, it 
was found that the cargo and personal items owned by those aboard her were basically un-
touched. Hatches on the deck though were “open”. There was 3 feet of water in the hold and the 
last entry in the ship’s log dated November 25 at 8.00am, placed her 6 nautical miles from the 
Azores. This location was 400 nautical miles from where “Dei Gratia” found her.  Her longboat 
(lifeboat) was missing though. Crew members from the “Dei Gratia” manned her and together 
with “Dei Gratia” set sail for Gibraltar. On arrival the British authorities set up an enquiry but 
found no evidence of foul play. Quite understandably this scenario led to much speculation as to 
the fate of the ship. Sea monsters, giant squid and the like were blamed for the mystery but the 
most popular theory was mutiny.  This did not carry very much weight at the time as there was 
no physical evidence of fighting and bloodshed. 
There are two theories that have persisted over the years.  
• The first was that the captain, being aware of the danger that 3 feet of water in the hold rep-

resented, ordered “abandon ship”, whereupon the crew and all manned the longboat and 
moved far away as quickly as they could. This theory was supported by the fact that a 
sounding rod with a faulty reading was found on the deck and one of the ship’s pumps was 
in the process of being dismantled and repaired. These points could have led to Captain 
Briggs to believe an explosion was imminent thus giving the order to abandon ship. 

• The other theory was that the fumes from the barrels of alcohol could have ignited by acci-
dent but this was not given much credence at the time as there was no evidence of fire – 
scorch or burn marks on any surfaces.  However, in 2006, University College London’s Dr 
Andrea Sella conducted an experiment with interesting results. Dr Sella created a replica of 
the hull of the “Mary Celeste” and using butane gas and paper dummy barrels created an 
explosion that would have mimicked any explosion on board the “Mary Celeste”. This blew 
the paper replicas upwards and resulted in no evidence of fire appearing on the barrels or 
the woodwork of the hull, because the explosion was a “pressure wave” explosion. The 
cool air behind the explosion meant it left no residual soot or burn marks anywhere and 
would have been powerful enough to blast open the hatches. 

“Mary Celeste” remained in service and was later acquired by Capt. G.C. Parker who deliberate-
ly sailed her into a reef near Haiti in an attempt to defraud an insurance company. She failed to 
sink, however she was damaged beyond repair, and was left on the reef, where it deteriorated 
If the combined efforts of 21

st
 century science and Conan Doyle’s famous sleuth Sherlock 

Holmes cannot find a  definitive answer to this mystery perhaps it will remain a mystery for many 
more years to come. 
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THE WRECK OF “LONDON” (1656) 
 Report by Alan Bideleux and Tom Wolf 

The Chatham Towns of Kent, namely Chatham, Rochester and Gillingham, played a 
major role in the history of Britain’s Naval Heritage. Lying on the south side of the Thames Es-
tuary, close to where the Thames joins the North Sea, these towns have a rich history com-
pared to the area on the Northern side of the estuary in Essex – The Nore.  

A 76 gun second rate ship-of-the-line, “London” was launched in June 1656 and was one of 
the ships that escorted the exiled Charles ll back to England from Holland during the Restora-
tion.  

On the 7th  March 1665, after 9 years of service, the “London” blew up by accident off the 
Essex coast at Nore (sometimes referred to as the Nower). The diarist, Samuel Pepys, record-
ed that 300 lives were lost and only 24 survived the explosion.  

The precise cause of the explosion was never discovered although a sailor taking a candle be-
low decks is believed to have sparked an explosion of the ship’s gunpowder stockpile. Whilst 
the hull was deemed wholly lost, some of the guns were recovered in 1679. 

The wreckage was rediscovered in 2005 and is now a protected wreck managed by “Historic 
England” as she is now the only remaining example of a second-rate vessel built between 
1642 and 1660 

Since her rediscovery, many interesting ar-
tifacts have been recovered from the wreck-
age site and the site is considered to be of 
such great significance that the navigation 
channels in this part of the Thames Estuary 
have been altered to protect what remains. 

On 12 August 2015, a gun carriage was lift-
ed from the seabed which was described as 
being in near-perfect condition, and im-
portant to England's knowledge of its social 
and naval history  

A German parachute mine was located and 
removed from the wreck site in September 
2019. 

On the right is a computer simulation of 
how the “London” may have looked. 

Note: I am not referring to this ship as 
“HMS” as that notation was not used by 
the Royal Navy until 1789 
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VASA FACTS AND TRIVIA 
Report and photos by Tom Wolf 

We have all heard of the famous Swedish ship Vasa (or Wasa) built between 1626 
and 1628. We know that the ship foundered after sailing about 1,300m into its maid-

en voyage on 10 August 1628 and that it fell into obscurity until she was located again in the 
late 1950s in a busy shipping lane just outside the Stockholm Harbour. After recovery, she is 
now housed in the Vasa Museum in Stockholm and is one of Sweden’s most popular tourist 

attractions.  
We know that the ship was built on 
orders of the King of Sweden Gusta-
vus Adolphus as part of the military 
expansion he initiated in a war with 
Poland-Lithuania (1621-1629). It was 
constructed at the navy yard in Stock-
holm under a contract with private en-
trepreneurs in 1626-1627 and armed 
primarily with bronze cannons cast in 
Stockholm specifically for the ship. 
Richly decorated as a symbol of the 
king’s ambitions for Sweden and him-
self, upon completion she was one of 
the most powerfully armed vessels in 
the world. However, Vasa was dan-
gerously unstable and top-heavy with 
too much weight in the upper struc-

ture of the hull. Despite this lack of stability she was ordered to sea and foundered only a few 
minutes after encountering a wind stronger than a breeze. 
The order to sail was the result of a combination of 
factors. The king, who was leading the army in Poland 
at the time of her maiden voyage, was impatient to 
see her take up her station as flagship in the Stock-
holm Archipelago to frighten his enemies. At the same 
time the king’s subordinates lacked the political cour-
age to openly discuss the ship’s known problems or to 
have the maiden voyage postponed.  
During the 1961 recovery, thousands of artefacts and 
the remains of at least 15 people were found in and 
around the Vasa’s hull by Marine Archaeologists. 
Among the many items found were clothing, weapons, 
cannons, tools, coins, cutlery and six of the ten sails. 
The artefacts and the ship herself have provided 
scholars with invaluable insights into details of naval 
warfare, shipbuilding techniques in early 17th-century 
Sweden. 
These are however lesser known facts about Vasa:- 
• Vasa is the best preserved example of golden 

age Dutch(!) shipbuilding – it seems that Swe-
dish and Norwegian kings of the time were fond 
of hiring Dutch shipwrights. At that time the 
Dutch had not built anything bigger than a 2 deck ship and on the king’s orders the ship 
was increased to 3 decks after it had been designed by the Dutch shipwrights. 

• With the exception of her armament, Vasa was a period conventional ship and likely 
sank because she was fundamentally top-heavy, not to mention the reportedly open low-
er gun ports after firing a salute to a shore fortification just as the wind strengthened.  

cont. p. 15 
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• She was built without modern drawings and using techniques normal for her 1620 vin-
tage. As a result, the two sides of the ship are not symmetrical – it seems Dutch ship-
wrights built one side, and, the Swedish shipwrights (copying what the Dutch were do-
ing) the other. Furthermore, frames and deck beams were not straight, not square to the 
keel either vertically or horizontally, and were all different. 

• Planking patterns are different on each side. So it seems appropriate that the four one-
foot rules found in the wreckage – two Dutch and two Swedish – are, none of them, the 
same length, but these differences may not matter very much when building a ship with-
out plans. 

• Vasa’s rigging plan is the only surviving plan of the period. 
 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (From Wikipedia) 
Recently two wrecks believed to be 17th-
century warships, at least one of which is 
likely to be the sister ship of the Vasa,  were 
found in the brackish waters of Lake Mälaren 
(Sweden). 
Other than the Vasa, three other ships were 
ordered from the same shipwright: Äpplet 
(the Apple), Kronan (the Crown) and Scep-
ter, and unlike their predecessor Vasa they 
all served in the Swedish navy and partici-
pated in naval battles as the known instability 
issues were corrected in the later-built sister 
ships.  
In fact, studying the wrecks could reveal 
more details about how early naval engi-
neers revised their designs to avoid another 
disaster like Vasa.  

The wrecks found are believed to have been 
sunk on purpose after the ships were de-
commissioned, serving as underwater spike 
strips for enemy ships.  
Despite being centuries old, the wrecks are 
in fairly good condition (but not as good as 
the Vasa) , thanks to the brackish waters of 
the Baltic Sea, and there are currently no 
plans to salvage them, because they are 
better preserved at sea. 
Äpplet was scuttled in 1659, and at least a 
few people in Sweden's navy probably 
watched the ship vanish beneath the waves 
with a sense of relief as they'd been trying to 
get rid of her for years because she was a 
slow sailer and wasn't used often for more 
than transportation.  

However, and very relevantly, the shipbuilders built Äpplet wider than Vasa in an attempt to 
correct the top-heaviness that doomed the earlier ship. In the attempt, she may have actually 
been built too wide, making her sluggish and unwieldy in the water. 
Kronan and Scepter had more successful careers being involved in the battle of Kolberger 
Heide, but in the end, they also ended up as sunken blockades in the Stockholm Harbour. 
Historic documents describe Kronan's hold being filled with iron bars before other warships 
aimed their cannons at her waterline to scuttle her. Before then, the two ships had sailed and 
survived several battles, and after 30-40 years in duty, there was no meaning to repair them 
anymore and they were recycled into barriers to protect the point of entry to the Harbour. 

cont from p. 14 



SPECTACLE IRONS 
Report by Tom Wolf 

The use of spectacle irons on the main gaff is a subject that arose during a meeting 
of the Midwest Model Shipwrights (USA) in a presentation by Bob Filipowski of the 

schooner “Louise Howard”.  
The Louise Howard was built at East Boothbay, Maine in 1917-1918 by 
Frank C. Adams.  With a length of 143 feet, she was one of the largest of 
her type ever built. She represented the acme in the long evolution of the 
New England fishing schooner. Lacking a bowsprit, she was known as a 
“knockabout.”   
Ironically, during her short career the Howard did very little fishing. She 
spent most of her time freighting cured fish to the West Indies. However, 
on her last trip the cargo was quite different. She was carrying a ton of 
dynamite that was going to be used for shark fishing off the coast of North 
Carolina.   

She had been hired for this task by the Ocean 
Leather Company. In May, 1921,  while transport-
ing the explosives, she ran aground off Beaufort, 
NC, and was a total loss.  
When we research spectacle irons we are offered information about 
the use of spectacle irons in clews of square sails into which three 
ropes or blocks can be hooked.  
It would appear that the spectacle irons that Bob was discussing is a 
different rigging element, it is a way of attaching the gaff to its lifting 
mechanism for the main gaff on schooners. 
It was used only on the main gaff, never on the fore gaff (possibly be-
cause of the unduly heavy weight of the main gaff that needed addi-
tional support split into two). 
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GALVANIC CORROSION 
Also known as bimetallic corrosion, it is an electrochemical process whereby one 
metal corrodes in preference to another metal that it is in contact with through an 
electrolyte. Galvanic corrosion occurs when two dissimilar metals are immersed in a 
conductive solution and are electrically connected. This happens when dissimilar 

metals are used (such as gudgeon made from one metal and pintles from another, and the 
model is then placed in water. Eventually it will just fall to pieces. 
In the 17th century, Samuel Pepys (then serving as Admiralty Secretary) agreed to the remov-
al of lead sheathing from Royal Navy vessels to prevent the mysterious disintegration of their 
rudder-irons and bolt-heads, though he confessed himself baffled as to the reason the lead 
caused the corrosion.  
The problem recurred when vessels were sheathed in copper to reduce marine weed accumu-
lation and protect against shipworm. In an experiment, the Royal Navy in 1761 had tried fitting 
the hull of the frigate HMS Alarm with 12-ounce copper plating. Upon her return from a voyage 
to the West Indies, it was found that although the copper remained in fine condition and had 
indeed deterred shipworm, it had also become detached from the wooden hull in many places 
because the iron nails used during its installation "were found dissolved into a kind of rusty 
Paste”.  
To the surprise of the inspection teams, however, some of the iron nails were virtually undam-
aged. Closer inspection revealed that water-resistant brown paper trapped under the nail head 
had inadvertently protected some of the nails: "Where this covering was perfect, the Iron was 
preserved from Injury". The copper sheathing had been delivered to the dockyard wrapped in 
the paper which was not always removed before the sheets were nailed to the hull. The con-
clusion therefore reported to the Admiralty in 1763 was that iron should not be allowed direct 
contact with copper in sea water. 



WATER SPEED RECORD 
Report by Tom Wolf 

Ken Warby (born 9 May 
1939) is an Australian mo-
torboat racer, who currently 
holds the water speed rec-

ord of 275.97 knots (511.10 km/h; 
317.58 mph), set on Blowering Dam, 
NSW, on 8 October 1978 in his boat, 
the “Spirit of Australia.” 

Warby designed the hull of his record-breaking boat 
himself and built it in his backyard. He started the pro-
ject as a Makita salesman who happened to team up 
with two Leading aircraftmen at RAAF Base Richmond 
in the early 1970s.  
Warby bought a military surplus Westinghouse jet en-

gine at auction. It was not in working order, but his aircraftmen partners (Crandall and Cox) re-
furbished it. The Spirit was covered with a canvas tarpaulin when it rained and was made of 
wood and fibreglass.  
On 20 November 1977, he set a new world water speed record of 288.60 mph (464.46 km/h), 
breaking the previous record by a little over 3 mph (4.8 km/h).  
With a subsequent 317.6 mph (511.1 km/h) run on 8 October 1978, he set the record that still 
stands today (as at October 2020).  
In doing so, he became the first and only person to exceed 300 mph (482.8 km/h) on water 
and live to tell the tale. Warby’s childhood hero, Donald Campbell, died on his attempt after his 
hydroplane crashed at over 320 mph (515 km/h) on his return run in his 1967 record attempt.  
By 2003 Warby had designed and built an-
other boat, the Aussie Spirit, with which he 
planned to increase his own record. Of sim-
ilar dimensions to Spirit of Australia it was 
also powered by a Westinghouse J34 jet 
engine. The rudder alone on this new boat 
cost more than the $10,000 all-up cost of 
the original Spirit.  
Again, Warby designed, built, self-financed 
and piloted his own boat. Rule changes 
meant that a record attempt has never been 
made with it. 
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs 
from all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from 
the Midwest Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report“ and 
by arrangement and their kind permission acknowledging the source and 
the author, we reprint the following article from their April 2021 issue. 
 

ENGLISH BRIGANTINES, 
BOMB KETCHES & ADVICE BOATS  

Sketches and text by Ian McLaughlan 
In the last decade of the 17th Century the Royal Navy introduced some specialised classes 
of small warship. 
 
The Brigantine was a vessel for towing ships out of the line of battle, using an improved row-
ing system incorporating an apostis along the side of the hull, as in the galleys. 
 

 
 
The Bomb Ketch 
carried two 13” 
mortars to send 
combustible pro-
jectiles on to 
coastal targets 
such as harbours 
and arsenals.  
 
 
 
 

 
The Advice Boat was a fast-sailing communica-
tions vessel and scout. 
The signals at the masthead of the Advice Boat is 
indicative as the French Squadron appears over 
the horizon! 
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Aft Mortar on Bomb Ketch 

Brigantine c.1790 for towing ships out of  line of battle Brigantine Rowing System  c.1690 

Bomb Ketch c.1690 

Advice Boat Signalling c.1700 



BOOK REVIEW: AUSTRALIAN 
MIGRANT SHIPS (1946-1977) 

by Peter Plowman (published Rosenberg Publishing 2006) 
Report by Tom Wolf 

The post WWll period was the busiest time in history for 
migration to Australia by ships. Many European coun-
tries encouraged their residents to leave and Australia 
welcomed these migrants with open arms. This period 
of migration is of great interest to many people who 
may have travelled in the ships, and their families. 
Initially it was the British migrants that were encouraged 
to come to Australia, but when there were insufficient 
numbers, Greek and Italian migrants, as well as the 
large number of displaced persons in camps in Europe 
that made up the 70,000 migrant annual intake. 
In order to move this large number of people the Inter-
national Refugee Organisation signed lucrative con-
tracts and many ships never designed to carry large 
numbers of people over large distances were quickly 
converted and refitted for the purpose. The British Min-
istry of Transport also offered old passenger liners for 
the route. 
By the mid 1950’s these agreements cam to an end and 
the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migra-
tion was able to offer ships of a better calibre until the 
mid to late 70’s when air travel took over. 
Peter Plowman’s book details the approximately 150 ships that brought so many migrants to 
our shores with photos of them all. A very interesting resource and a generally good read. 
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THE “RAINBOW” (1837) 
Report by Tom Wolf 

Iron as a shipbuilding material was, by the late 1830’s, gaining ground every day 
and in fact it was found that when several ships were driven on shore in a hurricane, 

it was the Garryowen (an iron hulled ship) that got off without more or less damage. 
The Rainbow was 
an iron paddle-wheel 
steamer for passen-
gers and cargo, built 
in 1837 by John Laird 
in Birkenhead, Eng-
land for the General 
Steam Navigation 
Company.  
The engines were 
produced by George 
Forrester and Com-
pany from Liverpool.  
It was said to be the 
largest and fastest 
iron steamer of its 
day. It covered 190 
nautical miles in 14 
hours during a pas-
sage to Antwerp.  
The ship has been described as "a landmark in naval architecture" and had "influence on Bru-
nel", who travelled to Antwerp on the Rainbow. It is seen as a "precursor of the ocean-going 
iron steamer" such as Brunel’s SS Great Britain. 
The ship was intended to travel between London and Ramsgate, but also made voyages be-
tween London and Antwerp.  

Later she was used for the 
cargo trade between Lon-
don and Le Havre. She was 
scrapped in 1869.  
The introduction of iron and 
then steel for hulls and en-
gines caused concern for 
use of compasses as the 
nearby ironwork deflected 
the compass needle, mak-
ing navigation for sea voy-
ages an insurmountable ob-
stacle.. 
In 1837 the British Admiralty 
set up a committee to seek 
rational methods of ensur-

ing the accuracy of compasses installed on iron ships, and Sir George Biddell Airy, the Astron-
omer Royal, conducted experiments on board the Rainbow on her trips to Antwerp which ab-
solutely overcame the problem. In 1840 the committee introduced the new design that proved 
successful and it was promptly adopted.  
This used methods of compensation by arranging iron or magnetic objects near the binnacle 
and before 1854, all compasses were adjusted by magnets fixed into the deck.  
Later on, further developments were made, first by John Gray of Liverpool in 1854, and by 
Lord Kelvin who patented the two compensating spheres colloquially known as "Kelvin's balls” 
“Nelson’s balls” or "navigator's balls"in the 1880’s.  
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