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ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T MEETING

THE DATE HAS BEEN RE-ARRANGED!!
Members and visitors are welcome and are
encouraged to bring projects for discussion.
We cater for all standards.
The next Endeavour Group meeting will be held on

Saturday, 7th May 2022 from 10:00am to 12 noon.
If you wish to come along and need details of the address,
please contact Ralph on 0414236913 or by email to
<ralph.hannaford@clrv.org.au>.

**************************************************

SMSC CLUB S&T MEETING

The next SMSC meeting will be on
Sunday, 12th June 2022 at 6:30pm (We know it’s a
long weekend, we could only get the venue on this date)

at Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield

unless otherwise notified.
Members and visitors are welcome and are encouraged to
bring projects for discussion.
We cater for all standards, problems encountered by beginners in selecting suitable projects and completing them
(along with other problems and pitfalls) will be
addressed at this meeting

FORTHCOMING EXPO EVENTS IN 2022

(after the many disappointments of 2020/21, we look forward to these)

SYDNEY FESTIVAL OF MODEL
SHIPBUILDING (formerly EXPO)
OCTOBER 15-16, 2022

at Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield
This event is run by SMSC and is open to all members, visitors and
other clubs to exhibit maritime and related models.
Enquiries to Michael Bennett <mjbennett@ozemail.com.au>

4 VILLAGES - SHIPBUILDERS HERITAGE WALK CHANGE OF DATE!!

The walk following the route of the Shipbuilders Memorial Path in the Brisbane Water Districts, will be held on Sunday, 15th May 2022.
SMSC will have a display stand along the path of the Walk.
For more details please contact Mike Barton <barton55@hotmail.com>

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL BOAT EXPO 2022
The Port Macquarie Model Boat Expo 2022 will take place

at Port Macquarie Panthers Club, on 9-10 July 2022.
Many SMSC members have already registered their interest to attend.
If interested, contact Tom Wolf at <tom@aces.net.au>.
THIS WILL BE THE FIRST EXPO IN 2 YEARS, SO INTEREST IS HIGH!!

CANBERRA EXPO 2022

The Canberra Expo 2022, will be held on 17-18 September 2022 at
Mount. Rogers School, we expect that our Club will be well represented . For
more info please contact: Peter Hateley <hpeter@webone.com.au> or Bob
Evans <rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.

CLARENDON CLASSIC MACHINERY, TRUCK & HOBBY
SHOW 2022: 17-18 September at Racecourse Road, Richmond

While SMSC is primarily promoting that members should attend the Canberra Expo,
this event is closer to home for those who don’t wish to travel. It is being coordinated by Harry Goedings, contact: 0425209491 or <goedings@beagle.com.au>

SYDNEY SCALE MODEL EXPO 2022
The Sydney Scale Model Show for 2022 is CANCELLED
permanently and there are no further Shows planned.
Sorry to see such a valuable resource go by the wayside!

HUBERTUS MODEL BOAT SHOW 2022

Our friends at the Hubertus Model Boat Club have invited us to
attend their Boat Shows in the past, we will keep you updated with
details of the future Shows when known.
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SHIPBUILDERS HERITAGE
WALK
Sunday, 15 May 2022
The overall event conducted by the Rotary Club of Kincumber is a walk
along the waterfront from Kincumber through Yattalunga and Saratoga
finishing at Davistown, a distance of 3.3 km on a level, paved path
Along this walk are a number of displays illustrating the early shipbuilding heritage of this area.
In past years (apart from the pandemic problems), SMSC has had a small display at this event,
which is an enjoyable, friendly, family day.
The organisers will provide SMSC with 2 trestle tables which will be situated under a marquee
so we have a great opportunity to display our hobby with models and other advertising material.
Please bring your own folding chairs and food and drink. It would be great to get a few members to assist with our display.
You can read about our participation at previous events via three reports in CHATTERBOX;
2018 issue 38, page 12; 2019 issue 45, page 10 and 2021 issue 57, page 11.
Mike Barton will be attending all day and will bring along an extra trestle table.

START TIME: approx. 7.30am to set up, event starts at 8.00am
FINISH TIME: approx. 3.30pm (though you can leave when you want to).
ADDRESS OF OUR MARQUEE: Davistown Rd, Davistown
All who are interested in attending or wanting more information, please contact
Mike Barton at barton.55@hotmail.com or 0439441542
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SMSC S&T at WESTS ASHFIELD,
3 APRIL 2022

Fourteen members and spouses attended this meeting at Wests Ashfield, our first for a
very long time. Harry Goedings, SMSC President, welcomed all with the following message:
“The club is now back on track with face to face meetings and we have locked in the EXPO
(now called “The Sydney Festival of Model Shipbuilding”) date later in the year. Many other
clubs doing likewise so we all need to keep an eye out for dates/changes etc. in Chatterbox. Financially we are doing well and we are very solvent. Looking forward to seeing members at our
S&T meeting/Endeavour groups as we proceed through the year.”
Regrettably some couldn’t attend for medical reasons, and we wish all those members a speedy
recovery.

Although he mostly finished all the carvings about a year ago, Janos Nemeth has been unable
to present his scratch built stern section of “Le Soleil Royal” (1:75 scale) until this meeting and
what he brought along blew everyone away.

The hand made carvings are plentiful and thorough, Janos used his stock of European boxwood
to carve the decorative figures and designs, and river birch for his decking,
This French ship was contemporaneous with the British “Sovereign of the Seas” and matched it
for decorations. Janos has built a full length version of “Sovereign”, but due to its size he cannot
transport it as it won’t fit into his car.
Mike Kelly’s “Titanic Trio” will go into one bottle.
They are, “Titanic”, “Carpathia” and “Californian”,
and they are almost ready to go into a 4.1 litre Johnnie
Walker Whisky bottle.
The Cunard Line “Carpathia”
was sunk by U-55 17 July
1918, and the Leyland Line
“Californian” was sunk 9 November 1915 by U-34 and U35.
After measuring each piece of the ships to make sure they will fit
through the neck of the bottle, the ships are dismantled and then they
are reassembled in the bottle. The masts are raised by the conventional technique of hinging the masts and pulling them up. Construction
was wood, pins. cardboard, cotton, brass rod, cocktail sticks and bits
salvaged from a plastic “Titanic” model.
The other two (smaller) models were put alongside the other three for
comparison. They are 1:1200 scale models of “Titanic” and
“Carpathia”
cont. p 5.
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cont. from p.4
From the almost miniature in-the-bottle model,
we progressed to the 1:250 scale model of
Amati’s “Titanic” being built by Stephen
Smith.
Stephen is being encouraged to build this model by his wife who has already picked out a spot
in his home where the model is to be placed.
This build is progressing nicely and Stephen
has the planking overlapping to show the features of the real ship. Stephen explained the
precise planning to achieve this overlapping
process that will make the finished 1.1 metre
model look very authentic.
Stephen explained that the portholes are
placed in exact positions, and that if a porthole
was drilled with more than a 0.5mm allowance,
it was filled and redrilled. That is true dedication!
Finally, Stephen indicated that wishes to incorporate lighting into the model so that it will truly
show the illuminated Titanic whilst sinking in
the middle of the night.

Tony Merriott is building the
1:50 scale Artesania Latina
“Cross-Section of
San
Francisco”.
The build has progressed to
a high degree of completion
of the hull, Tony has spent
the last 3 months working to
get to this stage, but he concedes that he has not put
very many hours into the
build so far.
He has quite a bit to go as he
intends to instal and fully rig
a full mast.
Following up on the discussion in last month’s Chatterbox, Ian Nolan brought along his work in
progress on his Kolderstok “Duyfken”. He detailed many of the differences that he has found
between this version of the first European ship to have been recorded as reaching Australia’s
shores with the model kit made by Modellers Shipyard.
He acknowledged that there were many things on this model that
you had to create yourself, that were otherwise included in the
MC model.
Ian did install balsa fillers to the bow and
stern to maintain the
right shape in this single planked model.
cont. p 6.
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cont. from p.5
Dach Hall has progressed very nicely on
the Billings “St. Canute“ icebreaker/tug
restoration. He presented the model which
was very well received by those attending.
Dach detailed the work that had been done
on this damaged model that had apparently
been dropped in the past
Dach prefers to build working models/
models-in-action and this model is certainly
ready for action as a workhorse!
Last month we presented a PowerPoint presentation on
how to make a scratch built 9 pounder naval gun by Alan
O’Neill of the Model Shipwrights of Niagara, a Canadian Club. Alan has become a good friend through contact
using Zoom with our American friends at the Midwest
Model Shipwrights in Chicago, USA.
After that presentation, Michael Bennett expressed interest in the 3D printed gun barrel, and Tom Wolf wrote to
Alan asking if he would agree to send
the computer files to him. Alan was
only too pleased to oblige and the files
were on-sent to Michael, but Tom
couldn’t resist also making the gun, and Tom presented the printed gun barrel and part-built
carriage from Alan’s detailed sketch to the meeting.

LIONS “WELLBEING FORUM”
PENRITH RSL CLUB, 3 APRIL’22

Report and photos by Tom Wolf
Members attended this event and exhibited the skills of model shipbuilding with models and a display of work in progress. This event was open to the wider local community and was free to the public of all ages. By exhibiting the models, we believe we have
reached out far and wide and have aroused some interest in the hobby.
Harry Goedings brought along his “Atlantis” (1:56 scale) fishing
boat, his part-built “Lady Nelson” (1:64 scale); and a part built
“Flying Fish” (1:100 scale) as well as his collection of EXPO
books.
Tom Wolf displayed “Wicked Wench” (1:50 scale); the schooner
“Sanity 1840” (1:100 scale), his “Black Falcon” (1:100 scale) pirate ship, as well as the part-completed “9 Pounder Naval
Gun” (1:12 scale).
Michael Bennett brought along his 1:600 scale miniature models of
“Orient”, “James Craig” and his part-built “HMS Sirius”.
We spent our time discussing and explaining modelling skills with
the public and we sincerely hope that the benefits of attending this
event will be far reaching.
During the morning we were please to be visited by Alan Bideleux
and by Leon and Jo-Anne Griffiths, it was nice to catch up with
these members who have not been in ithe best of health lately.
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SS JOHN OXLEY

Report by Tom Wolf, EXPO photos by Anelia Bennett
SS John Oxley was built in Scotland in
1927 for the Queensland Government.
She was requisitioned by the RAN during WW2
and returned to her duties after the war.
She remained active until 1968, when her deteriorating condition made her unusable, in 1970
she was donated to the organisation that is now
the Sydney Heritage Fleet for preservation.
Due to other projects, work was sidelined until
2004 and the ship has been undergoing restoration for the past years at Rozelle Bay on a floating dock. There are plans to re-float her soon,
but on March 30, 2022 she made headlines when she was moved the Garden Island to make
room for the restoration of Kanangra, another major project.
In past years we have had a fantastic scratch built model of SS John Oxley by Bob Evans of
the Canberra Shipwrights Society at our EXPO’s, we take great pleasure in featuring that
model
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“ENDURANCE” WRECK FOUND

By Tom Wolf and incorporating the notes of John Beazley,
and images from the Internet
As luck would have it, this ship featured in our March ’22 meeting mainly because
John Beazley is building the OcCre model of her. John actually prepared detailed notes about
the ship and its famous journey and loss when it was crushed by ice in Antarctica, and the incredible story of survival, endurance, navigation and straight out guts in the rescue of
her crew.
Endurance was built in Sandefjord, Norway under the supervision of master wood
shipbuilder Christian Jacobsen, every joint
and fitting was cross-braced for maximum
strength.
A 44m long, 7.6m wide barquentine, her
propulsion was provided by a 350hp coal
fired steam engine as well as her sails, so
she was able to achieve speed of just over
10knots.
Though from the outside her hull looked like
that of any other vessel of a comparable
size, it was not, she was designed for polar
conditions with a very sturdy construction.
Her keel members were four pieces of solid oak, one above the other, adding up to a thickness
of 85” (2,200 mm), while her sides were between 30” (760 mm) and 18” (460 mm) thick, with
twice as many frames as normal (and the frames being of double thickness).
She was built of planks of oak and Norwegian fir up to 30” (760 mm) thick, sheathed in greenheart, an exceptionally strong and heavy wood. The bow, which would meet the ice head-on,
had been given special attention. Each timber had been made from a single oak tree chosen
for its shape so that its natural shape followed the curve of the ship's design. When put together, these pieces had a thickness of 52” (1,300 mm).
By the time of her launch in 1912, Endurance was perhaps the strongest wooden ship ever
built, with the possible exception Fram, the vessel used by Roald Amundsen in his Arctic journeys.
There was one major difference between the ships:
•
Fram was bowl-bottomed, which meant that if the ice closed in against her, the ship
would be squeezed up and out and not be subject to the pressure of the ice compressing
around her.
•
Endurance, on the other hand, was designed with great inherent strength in her hull in
order to resist collision with ice floes and to break through pack ice by ramming and
crushing.
Endurance was selected by Irish-British explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton to be the ship in which he was to sail to the Antarctic.
Shackleton had a long-time obsession with the South Pole and participated in a total of 4 expeditions toward the White Continent (this
was to be his 3rd)
Shackleton as expedition leader, along with Frank Worsley as Captain and 26 others departed from the UK in 1914 in Endurance, and
reached Antarctica's McMurdo Sound the following year on a journey called the Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition.
However, due to the extreme conditions, the ship got stuck amid
thick, impenetrable ice in the Weddell Sea and drifted for 10 months
before the 28 men on board abandoned the Endurance and set up
rudimentary camp facilities on board ice floes that were floating
northward, they continued for another 5 months.
cont. p 9.
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cont. from p.8

The men then made their way in lifeboats to uninhabited Elephant Island in the South Shetland
Islands surviving on seal meat, penguins and the last of their dogs.
After being abandoned, Endurance eventually sank into the Weddell Sea, where she has been
ever since, her resting place is about four miles south of where Frank Worsley, a New Zealander who helmed the ship, had believed it to be.
Realising that nobody knew of their whereabouts and that rescue was not likely, Shackleton, Worsley and 4 others volunteered to get in
a reinforced lifeboat and head toward South
Georgia Island 800 miles away. They completed
this journey with the aid of Worsley’s pin-point
navigation, and having landed on the wrong
side of the island finally crossing it on foot to
reach Stromness whaling station, which was
then manned by Norwegians, and organise a
rescue of the men left behind on Elephant Island with the assistance of Chilean authorities.
The actual voyage from Elephant Island to South Georgia has gone down in the annals of maritime folklore as one of the greatest navigational feats in history, a credit to Frank Worsley.
The lifeboat (with the 6 men on board) that
crossed from Elephant Island to South
Georgis was named “James Caird” and
eventually in 1922 it came to be displayed at
Shackleton's alma mater school, Dulwich
College
The entire event involving Endurance were
photographed by Frank Hurley, an Australian, whose images of the Endurance breaking up over time as it was crushed by the ice
is a chilling reminder of the ordeal of the 28
men aboard..
Although the expedition was a failure, the
team's survival and eventual rescue months later, without any loss of life, was seen as a triumph of the men’s tenacity and the incredible leadership skills of Shackleton.
After this epic expedition Shackleton tried another expedition (his 4th) before he died in 1922,
he is buried on South Georgia.
As it came to happen, the discovery team looking for the wreck of the Endurance found the
wreck 100 years to the day after Shackleton was buried.
The team and the mission, named Endurance22, used Sabertooth hybrid underwater search
vehicles made by Saab to locate the wreck.
As per the guidelines of the Antarctic Treaty
(which was signed by 12 countries in 1959
and is the closest thing to a constitution for
the southernmost continent), Endurance is
not to be moved or taken apart. Instead, she
will remain where she is and be studied,
mapped and photographed there. Nothing
has been touched on the wreck, nothing has
been or will be retrieved.
The wreck of Endurance remains in an astonishing state of preservation more than 3000
metres (3 km) below the surface of the Weddell Sea.
The scientists say that the Antarctic seabed does not have any wood eating micro-organisms,
and the water has the clarity of distilled water that allows incredibly clear photos to be taken.
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Donation of the model of “HMT
Dunera” to the Dunera Association

Tom Wolf set out in 2013 to build a model
of HMT Dunera, and over the years he has displayed
the model in its various part-built condition.
HMT (Hired Military Transport) Dunera was in Indian
owned troop transport ship launched in 1937 and participated in some historically significant events during
her life at sea. These event included the transport of
Australian and New Zealand troops to the Middle East
in early 1940, being headquarters ship for the landing
of the 7th Army in Southern France in 1944, transporting occupation troops to and from Japan after WWll,
transporting British troops during the Korean conflict
and the time of the Suez Crisis before she was converted into a school ship.
In Australia she is probably best known for an infamous
voyage between July and September 1940 when she
transported over 2,000 German and Austrian refugees
and others (who were transported as “enemy aliens”) to
Australia. The story of these refugees is well documented.
Tom’s interest in the ship was that his late father-in-law
was one of the internees, and originally Tom set about to
finish the model by the 75th anniversary of her arrival and
disembarkation of the internees at Jones Bay Wharf,
Sydney. This date was not met and the model was not
finished until the 80th anniversary, but then could not be
presented due to crowd gathering restrictions due to
Covid-19.
The model was deposited in June 2021 at the newly
founded TRIBUTE MUSEUM located at Jones Bay
Wharf, the wharf where
Dunera docked, where the
model will be on permanent display. It is understood that the Tribute Museum (a privately owned
museum), will be open to
the public one day each
month.
The model was donated by Tom’s wife Sandra, to the Dunera Association, in loving memory
for her late father and her uncle and in honour of the Dunera Boys (as the group of internees
came to be known).
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WHAT IS A “CUTTY SARK”?

By Harry Goedings
To me, as obviously to most of us, it is a grand clipper ship. Commissioned by its
owner, John Willis (a Scotsman who had a naval background as a ship’s master), the
“Cutty Sark” was built by a company that had been only established for a year in Dumbarton,
Scotland, on the banks pf the River Leven.
She was however to be neither wooden,
nor an iron ship, but of composite construction which was a wrought-iron framework
onto which the wooden planks were bolted.
In the absence of massive timber beams
that a wooden ship needed. Significant precious space for more cargo, specifically tea
from China resulted. This composite construction method, which had been used for
some years by that time, overtook wooden
construction as the main of building ships
for the China trade. Thirteen of these composite ships were built in 1869 for the trade
and not one of wood.
John Willis named his ships after small villages or rivers in the area
where he came from in the Scottish Borders such as The Tweed or
St. Abbs. The name “Cutty-Sark” however originates from a poem by
Robbie Burns published in the 1790’s titled ‘Tam O’Shanter’ that tells
of how Tam, got drunk (as he did regularly on market days in Ayr).
On one of those drunken days he decided to ride his horse Maggie
home.
After riding a few miles, Tam happened across lights in the church in
Alloway and he ventured closer for a better look. An unbelievable
sight was before him. The altar had been desecrated and the warlocks and witches that filled the church were dancing to bagpipes being played by the Devil!
The witches are ugly old crones except
for one, a young beauty named Nannie, who was wearing a ‘cutty sark’, a short shift. The sight of
Nannie in this revealing clothing overwhelmed Tam and he cried
out, “Weel done cutty-sark!
Tam is spotted by the witches and warlocks who give chase and
Tam heads for the Alloway bridge hoping witches won’t cross
the water. Just as they reach the bridge, Nannie reaches out,
grabs Maggie's tail, but Tam and Maggie forge on leaving Maggie's tail in Nannie's outreaching hand!
Cutty Sark's figurehead in fact shows
Nannie with arm outstretched.
When I visited the ship at Maritime Greenwich I was puzzled as to what the figurehead held in her hand. Who would have
thought it represented a horses tail?
Interestingly, in her sailing days, one of
the duties of ship’s apprentices when Cutty Sark was in port was to ensure unpicked rope was placed in her hand to
represent Maggie’s tail.
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from
all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the
Midwest Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report“ and by arrangement and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the author, we reprint the following article from their November 2021 issue.

TOWARDS A STANDARD SLOOP OF
WAR DESIGN

Sketches by Ian McLaughlan - The Society of Model Shipwrights (UK)
In 1732 a number of the leading shipwrights in England were invited to submit a design for the
ideal sloop of war. By this time the Country was beginning to realise that it needed to improve
its trans-ocean communications.
Of six shipwrights, only Stacey was able to state that the ideal displacement for a sloop should
be 200 tons and then build to that tonnage. These were graceful vessels, flush decked and
carrying 10 or so guns plus a liberal sprinkling of swivels. The Stacey design for HM Sloop
Cruizer was to be reflected in most sloops for the next 20 years by which time the three-mast
ship rig was beginning to be introduced together with the short quarterdeck.
The other feature was that sloops of this period were often dual purpose vessels able, with
some modification, to act as a conventional sloop or as a bomb ketch. An example of this was
the well-known bomb ketch HMS Grenado, which spent slightly more time as a sloop than a
‘bomber’!

Here is a shot of Ian’s model of HM Sloop Wolf, an
identical design to both Speedwell and Cruizer.
The model is made of wood using a paper kit from
Poland by ShipYard to provide all the templates

HM Sloops “Speedwell” and “Cruizer”
sailing in company
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BATTLE OF NAVARINO BAY

Report by Tom Wolf
After almost 400 years of occupation by the Ottoman Turks,
in 1821 Greek nationalists revolted but by 1825 there was a
stalemate. The Ottoman Sultan persuaded his powerful Egyptian
viceroy to deploy his Western-trained and equipped army and navy
against the Greeks, and the Egyptian force of 16,000 overran the
western Peloponnese but failed to take the eastern section, where
the rebel government was based (at Nafplion).
The Greek rebels’ land and sea forces were by far inferior (1:8) to
those of the combined Ottoman/Egyptian forces and the Greeks
were virtually bankrupt, so it seemed only a matter of time before the
Greeks were to be forced to capitulate.
From the inception of the Greek revolt until 1826, British diplomacy was aimed at stalling Russian military intervention in support of the Greeks but by the time the Ottomans were making
serious progress, the situation changed. Tsar Alexander died in December 1825 promoting his
more decisive and risk-taking, and nationalistic younger brother Nicholas I to the Russian
throne.
So, Britain moved towards joint intervention instead so as to limit Russian expansion and, with
France and Russia signed the Treaty of London on 6 July 1827. The treaty called for an immediate armistice, demanding a cessation of Ottoman military operations in Greece just when the
Ottomans had victory in their grasp. The treaty called on the Ottomans to grant Greece a degree of autonomy (but envisaged Greece ultimately remaining under Ottoman rule).
A secret clause in the agreement provided that if the Ottomans failed to accept the armistice
within a month, each signatory would grant de facto recognition to the rebel government. The
same clause authorized the signatories, if the Ottomans failed to comply within the time limit,
to instruct their naval commanders in the Mediterranean to "take all measures that circumstances may suggest" (i.e. including military action) to enforce the Allied demands. On 29 August, the Ottomans formally rejected the Treaty of London's stipulations, triggering the dispatch
of Allied representatives to Nafplion and on 2 September, the Greek provisional government
accepted the armistice. This allowed military force to be used to coerce the Ottoman side.
In December 1826, Sir Edward Codrington, a veteran of 44 years at sea and a hero of Trafalgar had been appointed Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean Fleet, and he received instructions to impose and enforce an armistice on both sides and to stop the flow of reinforcements
and supplies from Asia Minor and Egypt to Ottoman forces in Greece. Force was to be used
only as a last resort. Codrington was not known for his diplomacy, and on 20 October 1827 he
destroyed the Turkish and Egyptian fleet at the Battle of Navarino while in command of a combined British, French and Russian fleet.
This was the last major naval battle in history to be fought entirely with sailing ships, although
most ships fought at anchor. The Allies' victory was achieved through superior firepower and
gunnery.
The Ottoman navy used Navarino Bay as its main operational base in the Peloponnese. Navarino Bay is a large natural harbour approximately 5 km long (between the headlands) and 3 km
wide. The bay is sheltered from the open sea by a long, narrow islet that leaves two entrances
to the Bay.
A large Ottoman–Egyptian armada, which had been warned by the British and French to stay
away from Greece, left Alexandria on 5 August 1827 and joined other Ottoman units at Navarino on 8 September.
In response, Codrington arrived with his squadron off Navarino on 12 September. In talks on
25 September he extracted verbal promises from the Ottoman-Egyptian commanders that they
would cease offensive operations by land and sea, and Codrington withdrew leaving a frigate
off Navarino to keep watch on the Ottoman fleet.
The officers commanding the Greek forces were acting on their own initiative, largely ignoring
the often contradictory directives of the Greek provisional government as well as Codrington’s
requests for ceasefire.
cont. p.14
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cont. from p.13
Angered and frustrated that the Greeks continued the conflict unhindered, the Ottomans soon
violated the undertakings and pursued their scorched-earth policy on land, the fires of burning
villages and fields were clearly visible from Allied ships standing offshore and the local population was close to mass starvation.
With winter approaching, it was impracticable to maintain an effective blockade of Navarino
and in any event, the population had to be safeguarded, so when the French and Russian
fleets joined his ships, on 18 October the Allied ships entered Navarino Bay and anchored face
-to-face with the Ottoman-Egyptian fleet. Although this was a highly provocative act, Codrington claimed that there was no intention to engage in battle, but only to make a show of force to
induce the Ottomans to respect the armistice and to desist from atrocities against the civilian
population. Thus the naval battle happened more by accident than by design .
As an elaborate defensive plan, the Ottoman-Egyptian fleet was anchored in a horseshoe formation, in three lines across the bay. The Allied plan was to anchor in the free water inside the
crescent. Codrington's squadron would take up position facing the centre of the Ottoman line,
with the French and Russian squadrons facing the Ottoman left and right wings respectively.
There was no attempt to prevent the Allies’ entry into the Bay by the Ottoman shore batteries
but the Ottomans sent a message that the Allies had no permission to enter the bay, and demanded that they withdraw, a demand that Codrington laughed off. On entering the Bay, Allied
crews were ordered to stand to their guns and gun-ports were left half-open, but Allied captains
were under strict orders to open fire only if attacked.
As his flagship dropped anchor in the middle of the Ottoman line, Codrington ordered a brass
band to play on deck to emphasize his peaceful intentions while the rest of his fleet took up positions and along the Ottoman lines trumpets sounded action stations. Ottoman crews scrambled to meet the unexpected intrusion into their base.

At this point, at the entrance, fighting broke out. Codrington claimed that hostilities were started
by the Ottomans by cannon-fire and lighting up a fireship.
Within 2 hours of intense fighting, all Ottoman ships of the line and most of the large frigates of
the first line had been despatched. This left the mass of smaller vessels in the second and third
lines at the mercy of the Allied ships of the line, all of which were still operational.
Codrington tried twice to order a ceasefire during the ensuing massacre, but his signals were
either invisible because of the thick smoke or ignored in the heat of the battle. During the ensuing 2 hours, virtually the entire Ottoman fleet was destroyed, despite the bravery of the crews.
Three quarters were sunk, those that were dismasted but still afloat and reparable were blown
up or set on fire by their own crews to prevent them falling into Allied hands.
This contributed to the horrendous Ottoman and Egyptian casualty figures, as many men were
trapped in burning or exploding vessels. Ottoman casualties were approx. 3,000 killed, 1,109
wounded. Of the entire Ottoman-Egyptian armada of 78 vessels, just eight remained seaworthy, one dismasted ship of the line, two frigates, and five corvettes.
cont. p.15
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cont. from p.14
Allied casualties were 181 killed, 480 wounded,
several Allied ships were severely damaged. Although some serious damage all the ships of the
line had endured and the danger from exploding
Ottoman vessels, not a single Allied vessel was
sunk.
As the guns fell silent at dusk in Navarino Bay,
news of the outcome raced over Greece. In village after village, church bells started a continuous peal in the night to the news that the Ottomans no longer possessed a Mediterranean fleet.
In a maritime country like Greece, the implication was evident, the fledgling Greek state was
saved. By the end of 1828 and in the subsequent months, Greek forces regained control of
most of Greece in a lightning campaign, but it
took further intervention from Russia and
France to force the Ottoman Sultan to capitulate.
Buoyed by the Ottoman disasters on land and
sea, and their own military successes, the
Greeks refused to accept anything less than
full independence and in 1830 the Allies dropped their policy of Ottoman rule and accepted
Greek independence. Later that year, the Sultan was forced by the Allied powers to sign
the Treaty of Constantinople (1832), formally recognizing the new Kingdom of Greece as an
independent state.
There are a number of memorials to the battle around Navarino Bay. The main square
of Pylos, “Three Admirals' Square”, has as its centrepiece a three-sided marble monument,
with profiles of Codrington, Van Heiden (Russian Admiral), and Rigny (French Admiral) on the
three sides.

1.
2.

3.
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DISCOVERY OF THE TORRES
STRAIT

Report by Tom Wolf
Luís Vaz de Torres (born c. 1565; fl. 1607), was a Portuguese explorer
noted to have first recorded European navigation of the strait that separates the Australian mainland from the island of New Guinea, and which
now bears his name (Torres Strait).
Torres entered the navy of the Spanish Crown at some point and found
his way to its South American colonies. He first entered the historical
record as the nominated commander of the second ship in an expedition
to the Pacific proposed by the Portuguese born navigator Pedro Fernandes de Queirós, searching for Terra Australis.
There is no known contemporary depiction of Torres’ face or person. He
was in command of “San Pedrico”, one of 3 ships in the expedition that
left Peru on 21 December 1605.
The expedition reached a group of islands now known as Vanuatu and New Hebrides in midPacific Ocean, Queirós named the group "La Austrialia del Espiritu Santo" (Austrialia [sic] of
the Holy Spirit) with “Austrialia” being a reference to the Austrian origins of the House of Habsburg to which the Spanish royal family belonged.
Separated from Queirós' ship in May 1606 after leaving Vanuatu, Torres took charge of the
second ship in the expedition as well as his own, they set sail for Manila but bad winds prevented a more direct route so the journey continued along the south east coast of New Guinea
where they landed many times to replenish water and food. The expedition discovered Milne
Bay taking possession of the land for Spain in July 1606. Torres then took a route close to the
New Guinea coast to navigate the 150 km strait that now bears his name.
As a matter of interest, Willem Janszoon in Duyfken had made several landfalls on the west
coast of the Cape York Peninsula 7 to 8 months prior without being aware that the Australian
mainland was separated from New Guinea, and Torres never claimed that he had sighted the
southern continent but wrote "There are very large islands, and more to the south".
The expedition finally reached the Spice Islands in January 1607 and Manila on 22 May 1607
having proved that New Guinea was not part of the sought-after Australian continent. After
signing some records of the journey in Manila on 6 June 1608, Torres and his crew disappear
entirely from the historical record and their subsequent fate is unknown. Most documents of
Torres' discoveries were not published, but on reaching Spain, filed away in Spanish archives.
Some time between 1762 and 1765, written accounts of the Torres expedition were seen by
British Admiralty and a sketch map which included the Queirós/Torres voyages was provided
to Joseph Banks, who undoubtedly passed this information to James Cook.
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