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Please address all correspondence to SMSC and/or any members of the 
Executive Committee to the Secretary at secretary@smsc.org.au 

 
Please forward all mail and contributions to CHATTERBOX to the Editors, 

Tom Wolf at tom@aces.net.au or Mike Kelly at mikelly118@gmail.com 

SMSC CLUB S&T MEETING 
The next SMSC meeting will be on 

Sunday, 2 October 2022 at 6:30pm 
at Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield 

unless otherwise notified.  
Members and visitors are welcome and are encour-

aged to bring projects for discussion.  
Whilst catering for all standards, the problems encoun-

tered by beginners in selecting suitable projects and 
then completing them (along with other problems and 

pitfalls) will be addressed at this meeting  
 

************************************************** 

ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T MEETING 
THERE WILL BE NO ENDEAVOUR GROUP MEETING 
IN SEPTEMBER TO ALLOW MEMBERS TO ATTEND 

THE CANBERRA AND CLARENDON SHOWS 
The next Endeavour Group meeting of SMSC will be 

hosted by Harry Goedings at his home in Katoomba on 
Saturday, 5 November 2022 from 11:30am to 1:30pm 

This is an informal S&T at a member’s home 
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CLARENDON CLASSIC MACHINERY, TRUCK & HOBBY 
SHOW 2022:  17-18 September 2022   

at Racecourse Road, Richmond 
While SMSC is primarily promoting that members should attend the Canberra Expo, 

this event is closer to home for those who don’t wish to travel. It is being 
co-ordinated by Mike Barton, contact: 0439441542 or <barton55@hotmail.com> 

FORTHCOMING EXPO EVENTS IN 2022 
(after the many disappointments of 2020/21, we look forward to these) 

CANBERRA  EXPO 2022  
The Canberra Expo 2022, will be held on 17-18 September 2022 
at Mount. Rogers School, we expect that our Club will be well represented .  
For more info please contact: Peter Hateley <hpeter@webone.com.au> or 

Bob Evans <rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.    

SYDNEY FESTIVAL OF MODEL  
SHIPBUILDING (formerly EXPO)  

OCTOBER 15-16, 2022 
at Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield  
This event is run by SMSC and is open to all members, 
visitors and other clubs to exhibit maritime and related 

models. Enquiries to Michael Bennett 
<mjbennett@ozemail.com.au>  

mailto:mjbennett@ozemail.com.au
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PRESIDENT’S BLOG – SMSC 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2022 

Hello to all our members and readers. We hope that all of you are remaining well and 
dodging the dreaded Covid virus. For those of you unfortunate enough to have contracted the 
‘bug’ we wish you all a speedy recovery. 
Late 2021 and early 2022 has seen some semblance of normality return to our lives and the ac-
tivities of the club. We are moving towards our major event, the ‘Sydney Festival of Model Ship-
building’ being held at Wests Tigers Club, (our great sponsor) on the week-end of the 15-16 Oc-
tober.  
The club is in a solid financial position, due to minimal outgoings and the great support we re-
ceive from our sponsors, the National Maritime Museum and Wests Tigers. We are now back to 
face to face meetings and look forward to the many other events scheduled by our modelling 
friends at other clubs over the ensuing months. 
I wish to extend my thanks to the outgoing committee for the past year and particularly to Tom 
Wolf and Mike Kelly, our editors for the continuing production of our great blog, ‘Chatterbox’. 
In conclusion, the club extends its thoughts and hopes for better ongoing health to Leon Griffiths 
(our Life Member) and Alan Bideleux who are both  experiencing major health issues. All our 
strength to you both. 

President.  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
REPORT 

Yet another gathering of the faithful attended the AGM of SMSC for 2022.  
The President’s Report (see above) was presented, as was the Treasurer’s Report and they 
were both accepted and carried. 
All positions were declared vacant and the positions on the Board were filled as follows: 
 President:   Harry Goedings 
 Vice President:  Michael Bennett 
 Secretary:   Michael Kelly  Asst. Secretary:  Tony Merriott 
 Treasurer:   Ralph Hannaford Asst. Treasurer: Anelia Bennett 
 Public Officer:  Anelia Bennett 
 Committee:  Tony Merriott 
     Cathy van Oeveren 
     Ian Nolan 
     Mike Barton 
     Tom Wolf 
     Maurice York 
 Webmaster:  Maurice York  Asst  Webmaster: Anelia Bennett 
 Chatterbox Edit:   Tom Wolf   Asst. Editor:  Michael Kelly 
 ANMM Liaison:    Michael Bennett 
 Welfare Officer:   Mike Barton 
The Committee’s power to co-opt any person/s it sees fit onto the Committee for specific pur-
poses was approved. 
 
 EXPO Committee:  Michael Bennett; Anelia Bennett; Ralph Hannaford; Harry  
     Goedings; and Michael Kelly were elected to be the Committee 
     to organise this year’s event. 
The annual membership fee (this year reduced to $25.00 for the year) was approved, the 
Treasurer reminded all members that as the Club’s financial year is from 1st July to 30 June, all 
membership fees were now due. 
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AUGUST S&T, WESTS ASHFIELD, 
7 August 2022 

Photos and report by Tom Wolf and Mike Kelly 
After the AGM a short show and tell was con-
ducted by Tom Wolf. 

 
First up was Tony Merriott with his Artesania Latina "San 
Francisco ll cross section”. During the 16

th
 and 17

th
 

centuries Galleons were the most powerful ships of their 
time and were the backbone of the Spanish Armada/
Fleet. For almost 150 years these vessels where excellent 
for long voyages between Spain and the Indies due to 
their great transport capacity and firepower. 
This section is of the San Francisco II possibly a 50 or 52 
gun vessel. The model is 1:50 Section from Artesania La-
tina, Length 120mm x Height 665mm x Bean 312mm 
(inclusive of main yard). The hull is all but complete and 
the next stage is rigging the main mast and construction 
of display case in time for SMSC Expo 

  
Tom Wolf showed photos 
of his completed 
“Thunderbird 26” scratch 
built half model scale 1:24. Tom is making this model for a 
friend and it will be given as a gift for Father's Day by his 
friend's children. 
  
Dach Hall is building a 
1:20 scale model of a 
60 foot trawler 
"Hellen", an Artesania 
Latina kit that came in 
a box with a bonus 
wooden model.  
"Hellen" comes as a kit 
with a completed plas-
tic hull and it is to be 
built up from there. 
 
We then went around the table to allow each member present 
to share their current and future projects.  
 

Evert Van Oeveren is progressing his Modellers Central "Duyfken", but as he is still working 
on the hull he has not yet decided where he will position the forward mast (a contentious sub-
ject discussed at a few previous meetings). 
 
Stan Brown is going to be very busy. While progressing with the "Dunbar", as well as finish-
ing off the "Flying Fish" and "Bluenose II", he has also acquired (by default) another Titanic 
model that comes weekly with a magazine. 
 
Ralph Hannaford is assisting fellow member John Beazley with the rigging of John’s model 
of the "Endurance". John has been in ill-health for quite some time but is now getting back 
into modelling and we hope to see him back at our meetings soon. 
 
 

cont. p. 5 



- 5 - 

Language and different interpretations have held Michael Bennett up on the case for his min-
iature "HMS Sirius", with his order for screws coming from America arriving as bolts (as the 
famous quote by George Bernard Shaw highlights, “the USA and Great Britain are two coun-
tries separated by a common language”). Michael has now rigged the lower yards on the model 
which he is hoping to finish soon. This will allow him to go on to finish 1:1200 scale models of 
the Edinburgh Castle, Dominion Monarch and a tramp steamer. 
 
Seeing Evert van Oeveren’s model of a Mississippi River Boat has inspired club President 
Harry Goedings to make one also. Members who were at the last meeting may recall the fig-
ures he brought along. 
 
Michael Kelly has just finished his “Titanic trio 
in a bottle”, and after finishing a couple of ships 
in bottles for a friend he may have a go at a ship 
model not in a bottle.  

Michael also talked about making a model of a 
"famine ship" and how the potato famine affect-
ed the Irish people in mid-19th century.  
They migrated in their millions on these ships to 
America.  
An example is the famine ship Dunbrody, a 
replica of which can be seen at New Ross, 
County Wexford, Eire. 
 

Ian Nolan is adding finishing touches to his Kolderstok 1:50 scale model of the “Duyfken”. He 
has run out of 4mm blocks and has to wait for more blocks to arrive from the Netherlands. 
 
A dinner at Wests Ashfield followed, attended by most who who came to the meeting. 

cont. from p. 4 

CORRECTION AND APOLOGIES 
In the August 2022 issue of Chatterbox (#70), we reported on the presen-
tation by Ian Nolan at our July ‘22 S&T meeting, the presentation was 
about sails and Ian’s model of Duyfken. In that report we mistakenly re-

ported that the model (and the sails) were by an incorrect manufacturer.  
This mistake was regrettable and we apologise unreservedly for the error. 
The model of Duyfken that Ian built is a kit from  Kolderstok Modelbouw (see 
https://kolderstok.com/en/products/verkenningsjacht-de-duyfken) and not 
the other well known manufacturer set out in the article.  
Kolderstock Modelbouw is a reputable kitmaker based in the Netherlands 
and we are sorry if we have in any way insulted their product. 
The sails referred to in the article and shown in the photo are also by Kolderstok 
(see https://kolderstok.com/en/products/verkenningsjacht-de-duyfken)  
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UPDATE REPORT: HMS BELLONA 
By David Lendrum 

This is an update for my HMS Bellona build, the photos 
are there for all to see.. 

Work on the hull is nearing completion and the start of the rigging is 
getting closer. 
Deck fittings on the quarterdeck, poop deck and forecastle are pro-
gressing. The poop deck skylight was glazed using the PVA glue 
method. The belfry was a nice little challenge. 

The masts are complete and the 
lower, topmast and topgallant 
mast sections have been built so 
they are able to be installed and 
rigged in order from bow to stern 
from lower sections to upper. 
The chains have been made using 
20 gauge brass wire and the dead-
eyes fitted. The chain sections are shaped using a block of 
hardwood as a mandrel with pieces of wire of different thick-
ness and at different spacings to make the shapes.  

Once made up the chains are then disassem-
bled and treated with a chemical blacking agent 
and then reassembled. 
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SOME HINTS FROM RICHARD 
Richard Keyes needs no introduction to most of our members. Now 
of mature years, Richard’s decades of experience has had him ad-
vance some ideas, methods and gadgets that most of us can only 

dream of. He has written to us that in his years of ship model making, he has 
developed two procedures that stand out as real labour savers.  
1.  BELAYING A LINE TO THE PIN RAIL 
Instead of trying to belay a line to a pin rail  in the nautically correct fashion of 
first under then over with a twist and repeat (which leads to madness),  Richard 
feeds the line to be belayed up through the hole from underneath. In tight spac-
es this can be done with the aid of a needle threader on a flexible wire handle.  
The thread is then left loose but captured in the hole until all the adjusting of the many rigging 
lines is accomplished at which time the line can be secured permanently with a belaying  pin 
glued into the hole. When the glue is dry the thread is cut off at the  belaying pin and a dummy 
rope coil of the same thread  is glued over the pin.  
The advantage is two-fold; the line stays in its proper location throughout the rigging process 
and the frustrating job of repeatedly belaying the line while adjusting the rigging in the tradition-
al way is avoided.      
2. MATCHING THE CURVE OF THE HULL OF A SHIP’S BOAT AND THE CRADLE 
Getting a perfect match between the curve of the hull of a ship’s boat and the cradle it sits on 
as well as the proper location of the floorboard inside the boat is a frustrating job. When it is 
possible to do so, Richard saws two crosswise or athwart slots in the bottom of the hull to a 
depth equal to the location of the floorboard supports. The two slots are cut to match where 
the boat sits on  the cradle. Into these slots he then glues wooden strips cut to the size of the 
cradles. Thus the appearance of a perfect match of hull to cradle is automatically achieved and 
the floorboard supports are firmly in place and level, no frustrating sliding up and down the 
curve of the hull, thus two major challenges are solved in one operation.   

26FT THUNDERBIRD 
MODEL SHIP 

The project is finally finished!  
As reported in earlier issues, Tom Wolf was building a scratch-built 1:24 
scale half-model of “Peregrine”, a 26ft Thunderbird sailboat.  
The real ship was sailed/raced on Sydney Harbour some years ago by a 
close friend of Tom’s who is not in the best of health, and Tom has made 
this model so the friend’s sons can present it to their father as a surprise 
present for Father’s Day. 
Tom received great help at the Waverley Men’s Shed in making the frame. 
Happily, the project was finished on time. 

IAN NOLAN’S “DUYFKEN” 
IS FINISHED 

Ian was hoping to get this model ready for the 
last S&T, but now we’ll get to see it at the 
FESTIVAL 
It is 1:50 scale model of Duyfken by Kolder-
stok, a Dutch model kitmaker. 
From the photos she is a beauty! And you’ll be 
able to enjoy the build even more, we are try-
ing to bring it to you as a Special Issue with a 
“go-to-whoa” photographic description of the 
entire build! 
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cont. p. 9 

“JAMES CRAIG” 
Photos and report by Tom Wolf 

“James Craig” is a three-masted, iron-hulled barque re-
stored and sailed by the Sydney Heritage Fleet  Built in 
1874, she was originally named “Clan Macleod”.  

She was employed carrying cargo 
around the world and rounded Cape 
Horn 23 times in 26 years.  
In 1900 she was acquired by 
Mr.J.J.Craig, renamed “James Craig”  
and in 1905 and began to operate be-
tween New Zealand and Australia until 
1911.  
Like many other sailing ships of her 
vintage, she fell victim to the advance 
of steamships.  
Unable to compete with freight cargo, 
in later years James Craig was used 
as a collier and later laid up, then used 
as a hulk, until eventually being aban-
doned at Recherche Bay in Tasmania. 
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Restoration of “James Craig” began in 1972, when volunteers 
refloated her and towed her to Hobart for initial repairs. Brought 
back to Sydney under tow in 1981, her hull was placed on a sub-
mersible pontoon to allow work on the hull restoration to proceed.  
Over twenty-five years, the vessel was 
restored, repaired by both paid crafts-
people and volunteers and relaunched 
in 1997.  
In 2001 restoration work was completed 
and she now  regularly goes to sea 
again.  

cont. from p. 8 

“James Craig” is of 
exceptional

 
historical 

value in that she is 
one of only four 19th 
century barques in the 
world that still go reg-
ularly to sea, she sails 
out through the Syd-
ney Heads fortnightly 
and is sailed in the 
traditional 19th Centu-
ry manner entirely by 
volunteers from the 
Master to the galley 
crew. Her running rig-
ging consists of 140 
lines secured to belay-
ing pins and spider 
bands.  
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SAIL MAKING 
This is an article from the June 1980 SMA Newsletter detailing how to make 
home-made sails for model ships (author unknown). We acknowledge and 
thank SMA for permitting us use their materials in our newsletter: 

 
If you have decided to 
make sails, prepare your-
self: Many excellent refer-
ences are available which 
describe and illustrate the 
structure, appearance and 
rigging of sails. 
Most of the rigging will be 
new to you and will not 
necessarily be on models 
or model plans of ships 
you have already complet-
ed.  
References I have used 
are "The Lore of Ships", 
"Model Ship Builders As-
sistant", "Modeling the Brig 
Irene" and countless paint-
ings, drawings and photo-
graphs which not only give 
the technical details of sail 
construction but also show 
the general appearance of 
ships under canvas.  
After some study you will 
realise that each type of 
sail is rigged the same 
with minor variations evi-
dent for the different peri-
ods of sail. 
Generally speaking, after completion of the hull, spars and appointments, the addition of sails 
will nearly double the effort of rigging the ship. There will be much repetitious work and at 
times you will be ready to chuck the sails and rig as before. Don't stop! The results will be 
worth the effort. 
Each period of sail will, as mentioned, require particular detail for authenticity. Figure 1 illus-
trates the general requirements of the square rigged sail. Each such sail will require these de-
tails to be repeated. Other sails (jib, stay and gaff) are similar to the square sail and are well 
illustrated in reference books. I will describe the making, mounting and rigging of the square 
sail for a ship of the late 18th or early 19th century.  
The following materials and tools will be required (some of these materials may have a differ-
ent name in Australia or be no longer available, so improvise! … Ed):  
1. White balloon cloth (lightest weight possible)  
2. Hin-Wax Driftwood and Dark Walnut  
3. Fine buff coloured cotton mercerized thread  
4. Sobo qlue  
5. A soft No. 2 pencil  
6. Steam iron  
7. Sewing machine with. stitch length adjustment  
8. Tan button thread  
9. No. 871 white hard linen line 

cont. p. 11 
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cont. from p. 10 

The ship model should have all standing rigging up and all spar rigging with the exception of 
the braces. If sails are to be furled, the spars should be in their lowered position as you would 
rig without sails. Unfurled sails require the spars to be at their highest position. Rig your lifts ac-
cordingly.  All tackle and foot ropes should not be on the spars until the sails are mounted.  
We will now proceed with the actual making of sails. The following techniques are intended as 
a guide to help you avoid the many pitfalls I have run into. Hopefully, many improvements in 
method will result as other builders make sails.  
The first chore is the laying out of the sails on the balloon cloth. If your plans show the sails, the 
cloth may be laid over the plan and the outline drawn on the cloth with the soft pencil - (DO 
NOT USE A BALL POINT PEN). If no sails are shown, you will have to establish sail size by the 
spar length and spacing. Normally the top of the square sail will be nearly the length of the spar 
to which it is lashed and the bottom is as wide as the spar below.  
Merchant and coastal vessels would show more space between sails, while warships and clip-
pers did not allow the inefficiency of this spacing. The under camber of the sail was evident on-
ly in the merchants. The lower square sail had parallel sides on most ships. Remember when 
laying out the sail to allow approximately 3/32" for the outer hem. Straight sides should be 
drawn on the cloth using a straight edge and the curved edges may be drawn free hand. Exact-
ness in size and shape is not critical since the finished sail is a very flexible part of the ship. 
Care should be used to stay within 1/16" of the finished size you want.  
With the sails drawn on the cloth you are ready to cut. Use a very sharp sewing shear. Be sure 
all cuts are smooth with no saw toothed edges. This cutting takes some practice and if you do 
get saw notches, smooth them out by trimming with a smaller pair of shears. Don't worry about 
any ravels at this time. 
The cut sail should now be stained. To avoid a reddish look, (unless you want it) I have found 
the heavily pigmented driftwood stain will do a very nice job of giving the white balloon cloth an 
old canvas look. If a more watery stain is used, the sail will look like coloured balloon cloth. A 
stain is required to fill some of the cloth grain and weave. A fairly clean, water marked sail can 
be had by using the top portion (ie Lilo driftwood stain in the can unstirred).  
If a dirtier sail is wanted stir the stain well and don't worry about the cloth hitting the bottom of 
the can where the heavy pigment will be. Fold each cut sail and dip into the 1/2 pint can and 
remove to a towel. Lay the sail out flat and blot with another towel. In areas of heavy pigment 
pick-up, rub the sail to streak out the pigment. Move each sail to a clean area on the lower tow-
el to prevent pick-up of unwanted colouring from the previous sail. Don't try to make a deliber-
ate stain or dirt pattern, the natural position of darkened areas or water marks will turn out fine 
and, with all sails on the boat, will be more than satisfactory. Hang each sail flat (do not lay on a 
surface) and allow to dry for 24 hours. When dry, trim all ravels. 
The sails when dry should be pressed flat with steam iron and all outside hems folded and 
pressed. To avoid trouble at home, use a cover for the ironing board since some of the colour-
ing will be deposited on the iron and ironing board - clean the iron when you're through.  
All hems should be kept as close to 1/16" wide as possible. Slight variations or unevenness in 
hem size will not be noticeable. Some corners with accurate angles will require trimming but not 
at this time. 
The sails are now ready for stitching. Baste all hems with black thread by hand. Use black or a 
colour since the baste will be removed later and is easier to find. After the hems are held !n 
place by basting, set up the sewing machine to stitch a straight hem with the stitches approxi-
mately 1/16" for a boat of 3/16" scale. Stitch all hems using the fine buff coloured sewing 
thread. Be sure that the thread is cotton and mercerized. This will assure that the thread will 
"work" with the cloth over a period of time. After the hems are completed, the panels may be 
simulated by stitching vertically on the sail from top hem to bottom hem. The stitches should be 
reduced in length to about 2/3 of the hem stitch length. The panels are laid out on the sail with 
pencil and a straight edge. Centre the panels on the sail width and make them approximately 2 
scale feet wide. When all the stitching is completed trim all the loose thread ends and anchor all 
thread ends to the sail cloth with the sobo glue. The corners of the sails can now be trimmed 
square and glued. Remove the basting thread any time after the hems are completed. 

cont. p. 12 
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cont. from p.11 

The sails are now ready to be bound with the No. 871 white linen line. This line should first be 
stained with dark walnut min wax. Stretch the line out between two pegs when staining to re-
move any set from the card wrap. Allow to dry a day before adding to the sails. A very thin bead 
of sobo glue should be laid on the sail edge, one side at a time.  
Lay the sail flat on a piece of waxed paper and work the line onto the edge, making sure there 
are no gaps. Allow the glue to set and then bend the line for the corner and apply to the next 
side in the same manner.  
The joint of the line should be in the middle of the sail head edge. The sails should dry for a day 
and any gaps in the binding closed. The sails are now ready for installation on the boat. Work-
ing normally it will have required 4 to 6 weeks time for a suit of 15 sails to be brought to this 
stage. 
The square sails should be mounted first by lashing each sail to its spar. Bo sure the sail is cen-
tered. Early boats had the sails lashed with a continuous looped line. I use tan button thread for 
this. Ships with jack stays should have the sail lashed to each jack stay eyebolt with individual 
loops of line. For either type of attachment the sail should be punctured with a darning needle 
which will make approximately a 1/32" dia hole through the head hem. The continuous loop 
lashing should have a hole at the centre of each panel and one at each seam. Otherwise punc-
ture the sail opposite each jack stay eyebolt. The sails should be rigged top to bottom.  
With all the square sails in place, all spar and sail blocks should be added. Be sure to leave a 
long length of line on the sheet blocks at the corner of the sail to allow reaching the belaying 
point on the deck.  
The clew lines are now tied to the spar and rove through the proper blocks. The same should 
be done with the sheets. You will have two clew lines and two sheets per sail. These are fed 
down through the tops and are normally belayed at the bulwark pin rail. The sheets and clews 
for the lower sails can be tan button thread. The upper sail lines should be finer. For this I use 
white linen line stained dark walnut. All lines for running rigging should be stained. I prefer to do 
this staining on the boat as the line is less stiff for working before staining. The lower main, fore, 
and mizzen sail sheets and clews (these are clew garnets) are not dressed or belayed at this 
time.  
The buntlines are now attached to the sails and rove through small blocks mounted under the 
fore part of the top. Single blocks should be used with the buntlines made of the same thread 
used in hemming the sails. Wax the cotton line before mounting and stain afterwards. The bunt-
lines will pass through the tops and be belayed at the life rail.  
With this much completed on the main sails you should now mount and rig any fore and aft sails 
required for your particular subject. You should always mount jib and fore stay sails and aft gaff 
sails since these were used to give the ship heading stability when "running" with the square 
rigged sails. However the amidship stay sails are not required for prototype accuracy. When 
added they do give the model a much more solid look. I prefer them if only to demonstrate pro-
totype rigging practice. 
The inside work will now be completed and the spar braces can be rigged. All spars may be 
turned slightly when sails are mounted. Since all spars are now joined by sails you will find the 
brace dressing will be less difficult.  
When the sails and spars are dressed out the lower sail sheet can be rigged as required. You 
will find the addition of the tacks to oppose the pull of the sheets that will help in setting these 
lower sails.  
You now have the basic requirement for sails. If you still have the energy you can add bowlines, 
leech tackle, lashing, and a miriad of smaller details which will add to the appearance of the 
ship.  
With the rigging described, the sails may be set anywhere between furled and unfurled. The 
various lines should be used to pull the sail into the shape wanted to give a scale like appear-
ance. Neatly furled sails will require additional poking, pinching and bending by hand since the 
material used for the sails is considerably heavier than scale   
I hope this brief discourse will be of help in starting you toward the making of sails. The descrip-
tion along with other references should eliminate many of the unknowns of this additional rig-
ging. 



Australian Hospital Ships in World War ll  
(Article from Call the Hands - Aug 2020) 

The Australian Hospital Ships (AHS) which saw service during World War 2 were 
converted civilian ships manned primarily by Army Medical staff. These ships were 
either Australian or Dutch ships transferred to the Australian Government. The Dutch 

ships retained their original Dutch officers and Javanese sailors with replacements from an in-
ternational pool added as required. They sailed under the Dutch flag.  
AHS Manunda  
Manunda was an Australian registered and 
crewed ship converted in 1940. It first sailed to 
Suez in October 1940 and saw service in both 
the Middle East and Pacific Campaigns, specifi-
cally New Guinea. Manunda was present during 
the bombing of Darwin where she suffered dam-
age. In September 1946, Manunda was decom-
missioned and returned to her parent company 
following a refit. She resumed passenger ser-
vices around Australia.  

AHS Wanganella  
Wanganella was an Australian registered and 
crewed ship converted a to hospital ship in 
1941. Wanganella served from 19 May 1941 
until 1946, during which time she covered 
251,011 nautical miles and transported 
13,385 wounded.  

AHS Centaur  
Centaur was British registered and crewed by 
Australian sailors. She was converted to a hospi-
tal ship on 12 March 1943. She was torpedoed 
by Japanese submarine I-177 on 14 May 1943 
during her second voyage to New Guinea as a 
hospital ship. Of the 332 medical personnel and 
civilian crew aboard, 268 died.  

 
AHS Oranje  
Oranje was a Dutch-registered vessel of 
20,565 tons owned by Stoomvaart 
Maatschappy Nederland SMN Line, was 
completed in 1939. While on her maiden voy-
age to Jakarta, World War II was declared, 
and by the time she reached her destination, 
the Netherlands had been occupied by Nazi 
Germany. Oranje's captain was ordered to 
Sydney, and to present his ship to Australian 
authorities. At the same time, the Nether-
lands Government informed the Australian 

Government that Oranje was to be converted to a hospital ship, at the Netherlands' cost.[ Con-
verted at Cockatoo Island Dockyard, Oranje continued to be crewed by Dutch officers and Ja-
vanese (Indonesian) sailors. It operated in the Middle East, Indian, and Pacific Campaigns, 
making 40 voyages over the five years of her service 
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THE MAIDEN VOYAGE DISASTER 
OF RMS TAYLEUR 

Report by Tom Wolf 
RMS Tayleur was a full-rigged iron 

clipper ship chartered by the White Star Line. 
She was large, fast and technically advanced.  
She ran aground off Lambay Island and sank on 
her maiden voyage in 1854. Of more than 650 
aboard, only 280 survived. She has been de-
scribed as "the first Titanic". 
Tayleur was launched in Warrington (UK) on 4 
October 1853 - it had taken just six months to 
build her.  
She was 230 feet in length with a 40-foot beam 
and displaced 1,750 tons, while 4,000 tons of 
cargo could be carried in holds 28 feet deep be-
low three decks.  
The new ship was chartered by White Star to serve the booming Australian trade routes, as 
transport to and from the colony was in high demand due to the discovery of gold there. 
Tayleur left Liverpool on 19 January 1854, on her maiden voyage, for Melbourne, with a com-
plement of 652 passengers and crew.  
Her compasses did not work properly because of the iron hull. The crew believed that they 
were sailing south through the Irish Sea, but were actually travelling west towards Ireland.  
On 21 January 1854, within 48 hours of sailing, Tayleur found herself in a fog and a storm, 
heading straight for the island of Lambay.  
The rudder was undersized for her tonnage, so that she was unable to tack around the island. 
The rigging was also faulty; the ropes had not been properly seized and stretched, so that they 
became slack, making it nearly impossible to control the sails.  
Despite dropping both anchors as soon as rocks were sighted, she ran aground on the east 
coast of Lambay Island, about five miles from Dublin Bay.  
Initially, attempts were made to lower the ship's lifeboats, but when the first one was smashed 
on the rocks, launching further boats was deemed unsafe. Tayleur was so close to land that 
the crew was able to collapse a mast onto the shore, and some people aboard were able to 
jump onto land by clambering along the collapsed mast.  
Some who reached shore had carried ropes from the ship, allowing others to pull themselves 
to safety on the ropes. Captain Noble waited on board Tayleur until the last minute, then 
jumped towards shore, being rescued by one of the passengers.  
With the storm and high seas continuing, the ship was then washed into deeper water. She 
sank to the bottom with only the tops of her masts showing.  
The causes of the wreck were complex and included:  
• Compass problems due to the placing of an iron river steamer on the deck after the com-

passes had been swung. 
• Absence of a mast head compass placed at a distance from the iron hull. 
• Northerly current in the Irish sea similar to that which drove the SS Great Britain north-

ward. 
• Slotting effect of the wind in the sails driving the ship sideways. 
• Small untried crew to manage the sails. 
• Large turning circle making ship manoeuvrable. 
• The anchor chains broke when they were dropped in final efforts to save the ship. 
• The captain had been injured in a serious fall and may have had head injuries. 
• Lack of lifebelts - then uncommon and panic led to increased loss of life, those who kept 

their heads or could swim, escaped. 
The loss of Tayleur has been compared with RMS Titanic. They shared similarities in their 
separate times. Both were RMS ships and White Star Liners (although these were different 
companies), and both went down on their maiden voyages.  
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Inadequate or faulty equipment contributed to both disasters (faulty compasses and rigging for 
the Tayleur, and lack of binoculars and life boats for the Titanic). 
Numbers of lives lost vary, as do the numbers given as to how many were on board. The latter 
are between 528 and 680, while the dead are supposed to be at least 297, and up to 380, de-
pending on source.  
Out of over 100 women on board, only three survived, possibly because of the difficulty with 
the clothing of that era (numerous pettycoats and heavy dresses). 
The ship was originally designed as a screw steamer but, whilst on the blocks, its form was 
changed to that of a Clipper, owing to the lack of availability of a suitable engine. 
Compass:  
The Board of Trade enquiry into the loss of the vessel concluded that compass error was par-
tially to blame for the sinking. Compass deviation caused by the proximity of the compass to 
ferrous material was a well-known phenomenon in the 1850s. As far back as the 16th century, 
the effect of iron on the ship's compass was recorded by the famous Portuguese navigator 
Joao de Castro. In sailing ships, the iron (from guns, ballast, etc) was usually relatively far 
from the compass - so the deviation caused was not too large. The lack of a sea trial of the 
Tayleur meant her compass was unreliable.  
Rigging:  
Although the Board of Trade and Coroner's enquiries make little mention of the rigging affect-
ing the efficiency of the ship, there are indications as to how it affected the handling of 
Tayleur. Passenger testimony would appear to indicate that the contribution it played was 
quite significant. It was also noted that the natural-fibre running-rigging ropes had not been 
properly stretched. Before natural fibre ropes are fitted as part of rigging, they first need to be 
stretched. In doing so the rope becomes less elastic as the strands bind together and combine 
to produce a rope of greater breaking strain. In addition to this, the number of frayed rope fila-
ments, which often affect the smooth running of the rope through pulley blocks, are reduced. 
By neglecting to properly stretch the newly applied running-rigging ropes, the riggers severely 
affected the handling of the ship. Not only were the ropes difficult to handle, and snagging in 
the pulley blocks, but also they were quite elastic which made setting of the ship's sails very 
difficult. 



PINCHGUT 
Report by Tom Wolf 

Fort Denison was built on an island 
in Port Jackson (Sydney Harbour) 

that was known to Indigenous people in the 
area as Muddawahnyuh, meaning 'rocky is-
land'. After European settlement in 1788 the 
island was called Pinchgut by convicts who 
were marooned there with meagre rations of 
bread and water as punishment for serious 
breaches of the peace. 

The present structure erected are fortifications 
constructed in the mid-nineteenth century in an 
attempt to protect the city from seaborne inva-
sion. 
In 1839, two American warships entered the 
harbour at night and circled Pinchgut Island. 
Concern with the threat of foreign attack 
caused the government to review the harbour's 
inner defences.  

Fortification of the island began in 1841 but was not completed. Construction resumed in 1855 
because of fear of a Russian naval attack during the Crimean War, and was completed in 
1857. The newly built fort then took its current name from Sir William Thomas Denison, the 
then Governor of New South Wales. 
The fortress features a distinctive Martello tow-
er, the only one ever built in Australia and the 
last one ever constructed in the British Empire. 
It was constructed using 8,000 tonnes of sand-
stone, with walls between 3.3–6.7 metres thick 
at the base and 2.7 metres thick at the top. 
However, developments in artillery rendered 
the fort largely obsolete by the time it was com-
pleted so eventually all guns were removed 
(with the exception of 3 guns installed before 
construction was completed and couldn’t be 
removed without demolition work).  
In 1906, a saluting gun was transferred from Dawes Point to Fort Denison 
The site also contains a time gun, navigational aids and tide gauge facilities, but despite the 
fact that correctional and military facilities were built from 1840 to 1862, it is currently used as 
a national park, nature reserve, tourist facility, and as a function space. 
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