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SMSC CLUB S&T MEETING

The next SMSC meeting will be on Sunday,

2 October 2022 at
6:30pm at Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield

unless otherwise notified. Members and visitors are welcome and are
encouraged to bring projects for discussion.
Whilst catering for all standards, the problems encountered by beginners in
selecting suitable projects and then completing them (along with other
problems and pitfalls) will be addressed at this meeting

**************************************************
ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T MEETING

The next Endeavour Group meeting of SMSC will be hosted by Harry
Goedings at his home in Katoomba on Saturday, 5th November’22

from 11:30am to 1:30pm.

If you wish to come along and need details of the address, please contact
Harry on 0425209491 or by email to <goedings@beagle.com.au>, lunch will
be provided.
Members and visitors are welcome and are encouraged to bring projects for
discussion
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Uncovering Dutch wrecks
in Aussie waters

by Australian National Maritime Museum - Events
Hear about Batavia and many more mysterious Dutch wrecks discovered beneath
our waters at Ocean Talks.
Join Curator of Naval Heritage and Archaeology, Dr.
James Hunter, in conversation with Professor Martijn
Manders from the Cultural Heritage Agency of the
Netherlands and Leiden University as they take a
deep dive into maritime archaeology. They will discuss
Dutch ship and aircraft wrecks
Date and time: Tues., 18 October 2022 at 5:30 pm
Free,
but
bookings
essential
https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/uncovering-dutchwrecks-in-aussie-waters-tickets-422965068907?

Margaret Cameron-Ash:
“Beating France to Botany Bay”

by Australian National Maritime Museum - Events
The contest between Arthur Phillip and La Perouse to get to
Botany Bay first and to claim rights to sovereignty of either
Britain or France is the subject of the book.
It tells how the French had a jump start in the race for a Pacific empire,
but English officials then launched their own pursuit around the globe.
The contestants finally met in Botany Bay, with the French just five days
too late. Behind the scenes, American explorers, spies and a future US
President made contributions that assisted the winners and prevented the
continent becoming a French possession.
Date and time: Thu., 20 October 2022
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Free, but bookings essential https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/authortalk-beating-france-to-botany-bay-tickets-404981619927?

HMAS Sydney Vs SMS Emden

by Australian National Maritime Museum - Events
In the opening months of WWI,
the Royal Australian Naval cruiser
HMAS Sydney scored the first
Australian naval victory, against the German
raider SMS Emden.
Join speaker Kez Hasanic from the Museum's
Speakers Group, as he tells the story of both
ships and their men, and their gallantry and cruel realisation of one of the first battles of modern
naval warfare , and the strange connection with
famous poet AB ‘Banjo‘ Patterson.
Date and time: Thu., 25 October 2022
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Free, but bookings essential https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/speakers-talk-hmas-sydneyvs-sms-emden-tickets-422207172017?
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CLARENDON SHOW 2022

Report and photos by Mike Barton
On the 17th and 18th of September our club participated in the CLARENDON
CLASSIC MACHINERY RALLY which was held in the Hawkesbury Showground at
Clarendon.
This
annual
event
(cancelled due to Covid in
2020-21) is mainly a display of vintage machinery
such as steam engines,
(large and small), trucks,
motorbikes, tractors and
classic cars .
Although we do not fit into
these categories, we participate in this event as a
pavilion is set aside for
hobby groups.
Faye
and
Stan
Brown, Mike Kelly,
Ian Nolan and Mike
Barton manned our
display over this
weekend.
Stan’s “Sovereign
Of The Seas” and
Mike Kelly’s ships in
bottles
ensured
there was a steady
trickle of interested
spectators.

It is quite unlikely that this
event will result in any
new members signing up,
however I am certain that
our showing will plant the
seed so that in the future,
when a person’s situation
changes (such as retirement) they may remember our stand and make
contact.

AN OFFER TO SMSC MEMBERS

Dutch kitmaker Kolderstok Modelbouw made an offer to our members, during the
month of October you can get a 10% rebate on any Kolderstok model.
Members should not order via the website, but send an email with their requests, and
do not forget to mention you are an SMSC member. The full selection of models is at https://
kolderstok.com and the email should be sent to kolderstok@gmail.com, they will take care of
the rest.
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“HMT DUNERA” MODEL GOES ON
DISPLAY AT THE TRIBUTE MUSEUM

We reported in the May’22 (Issue # 67) that
Tom Wolf’s model of HMT Dunera was deposited in
June 2021 at the newly founded TRIBUTE MUSEUM
located at Jones Bay Wharf, the wharf where Dunera
docked, and that the model is to be placed on permanent display.
It is understood that a decision as to when and how
often the Tribute Museum (a privately owned museum), will be open to the public will be made soon

Regrettably the official opening of the
Museum and the placing of the model
on display were postponed a number of
times due to the pandemic, but finally
the Museum was opened with great fanfare of August 28, 2022
The model was donated by Tom’s wife
Sandy, to the Dunera Association, in
loving memory for her late father (Alfred
[Fred] Katz) and her uncle (Eric Strauss)
and in honour of the Dunera Boys (as
the group of internees that were on
board on 6 September 1940 came to be
known).
Tom’s build of Dunera (which took 7
years to complete along with Tom’s
many other projects) is well reported in
earlier issues of Chatterbox.

UNUSUAL DEADEYE MOUNTING

from “The Forecastle Report”, the newsletter
of The Midwest Model Shipwrights
Some models have a rather unusual method used in
mounting the lower deadeyes. One example is the 1:24 model of the
“Model Shipways” Gunboat Philadelphia 1776. This boat was part of the
American fleet commanded by General Benedict Arnold during the Battle of Valcour Island, October 11, 1776, and is the oldest American
fighting vessel in existence. The boat was probably a hasty construction
as evidenced by the fact that the deadeyes were attached directly to the
hull with no chain plates.
Kurt Van Dahm, our friend from the Midwest
Model Shipwrights (Chicago, USA), passed
the deadeye stroppings through a hole in the bulwarks and secured
with a knot on the outside of the hull.
He needed some patience to get this exactly right, so as to make the
deadeyes all come out even. To do this, he designed a unique block
spacer that would lock over the top of the bulwark and give him the
correct height on each deadeye.
Goes to prove that lateral thinking can overcome the most unusual
situation.
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AUSTRALIAN COLONIAL NAVIES

Report by Tom Wolf
From the initial colonisation of Australia by the British in 1788 all trade and migration to Australia was dependent on shipping and ships at sea. Until 1859, vessels
of the Royal Navy made frequent trips to the new colonies, but it was only that year
that the Australia Squadron was formed as a separate squadron, and remained so until 1913.
Until Federation in 1901, five of the six Australian colonies operated their own colonial naval
force:
•
NSW’s first naval ship was HMCS Spitfire (1855-59
when she was given to QLD) and not until 1870 were the
torpedo boats Avernus and Acheron launched. In 1882
Wolverine was acquired from RN and paid off in 1893.
•
QLD had HMQS Paluma, Gayundah from 1883, and
Mosquito. Later, Midge, Miner, and Otter
HMCS (NSW) Avernus
•
SA had Protector from 1884
•
TAS operated torpedo boat TB191
•
WA had no ships but did have a Naval Brigade
•
VIC got HMVS Victoria in 1856. Cerberus was bought and
Nelson was gifted. Torpedo boats Childers, Lonsdale, Nepean, Victoria and Albert in
1884, in 1886 Gordon and in
1892 Countess of Hopetoun.
HMCS (SA) Protector
Many other government vessels
were modified to be come gunboats.
On 1 March 1901, this fleet became the Australian Navy's (AN)
that received Royal patronage in July 1911 and was, from that
time, referred to as Royal Australian Navy (RAN).
On 4 October 1913 the new replacement fleet for the foundation
HMCS (VIC) Cerberus
fleet of 1901 steamed through Sydney Heads for the first time.
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SYDNEY HARBOUR NAVAL CRUISE
The Naval Historical Society of Australia (NHSA) runs a cruise of Sydney
Harbour (Port Jackson - west of the
Harbour Bridge) on the last Friday of each
month, the cruise passes the current or past naval establishments at HMAS Waterhen, Cockatoo Island, Spectacle Island and Snapper Island.

Report by Tom Wolf

With Covid and adverse weather playing havoc with previous bookings, I went on the cruise
on 29 July, 2022 and had a wonderful day!

The programme is run by NHSA volunteers who give very detailed historical information of the
involvement of the Navy at our various Harbour installations over the years.
The cost was $70 a head for a 3 hour cruise including a very nice and ample morning tea of
savouries (mini pies) as well as sweets (muffins and donuts) with coffee and tea.
Setting off from Pier 4 at King Street Wharf, we first set off to cruise past the naval ships at the
Australian National Maritime Museum before proceeding past HMAS Waterhen, the current
minesweeper base, and then cruising around the islands which formerly played an integral part
in the RAN’s operations in Sydney.
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THE WRECK OF “ROYAL CHARTER”

Report by Alan Bideleux
The “Royal Charter” was a steam clipper built at the Sandycroft Ironworks at Deeside in Wales. She was launched in 1855 and travelled between Liverpool and Port
Philip Bay in Melbourne bringing many of the 140,000 gold prospectors to the Victoria Goldfields.
Steel hulled and powered by wind and or steam, at 2,719GRT, in her day was one of the largest vessels afloat in the world.. She was returning from Australia in October 1859 with a crew
of 112 (approx) and 371 passengers comprising many gold miners returning with their new
found wealth as well as company employees.
On October 26th 1859, on the last leg of her voyage, she ran into what has been described as
the worst storm in Britain for over 300 years. Captain Taylor was unaware of just how furious
this storm was; winds over 115mph and the storm centre traveling at 15mph He did take the
precaution of dropping anchors when he knew he was in a very dangerous position but sadly
both anchor chains broke and she ran aground on a sandbank but broke free and was
smashed against on rocks at Moelfre on the north eastern shores of the Isle of Anglesey.
Records show that among her cargo there were 68,000 ounces of gold and 49,000 gold guineas. This is sure to be a very conservative estimate of the overall total as many of the
goldminers returning most likely had a great deal of gold hidden in their luggage and on their
persons in their clothing. Indeed it is reported some passengers refused to leave their cabins
at any time during the voyage for fear of valuables being stolen being stolen.
The total value today would be in excess of $130,000,000.
Reports that many local villagers became wealthy overnight because of gold
being washed ashore were refuted strongly by the locals.
Of the 489 on board, only 21 passengers and 18 crew members survived.
There were no women or children rescued. Many of those who died are interred at St Gallo’s Church, Llanallgo, Anglesey.
Before the days of radio there was no way for ships to be advised of dangerous weather patterns. Had it been, a great many storms would have been
non events. In two days the storm saw 133 ships wrecked, a further 90 damaged and a total of over 800 lives lost. As a result of the “Royal Charter”
disaster, the Meteorological Office of its day introduced the first “gale warn-

ATTENTION DUYFKEN DEVOTEES!
Seen on Sydney
Harbour on 27
August.

Photo by Sandy
Wolf
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HMS M2
British Submarine Aircraft Carrier

Report by Alan Bideleux
The HMS M2 was the name given to a British submarine that was designed to carry an aircraft
for essential reconnaissance work
She was built by Vickers at Barrow in Furness and launched in 1918 and was armed with a
fixed 12 inch gun as well as torpedoes. The order for 3 M Class submarines replaced the existing order for K class submarines. The M class submarines were large in comparison to many
others and she was one of 3 M Class submarines ever built.
In 1925, M2 was modified to become a base for an aircraft. There was a forward facing hanger
placed on the deck in front of the conning tower. This hanger had a heavy duty door that completely sealed the hanger, thus protecting the aircraft.

M2 launching her Parnall Peto
The aircraft, a Parnall Peto, was a biplane with fold-back wings thus allowing the plane to access the hanger. Originally there was a derrick that could lower the plane onto the water and
retrieve it later, this was later changed to a hydraulic catapult. Needless to say the plane was
equipped with floats.
Parnall was a very small aeroplane manufacturer that in later years was involved in armament
manufacture, not aircraft
Her sister ship M1, while on exercise in the English Channel was submerged when she was
hit by the Swedish ship SS Vidar.
She sank with all 69 crewmen. Following this M2 & M3 were taken out of service and were put
to use for experimental purposes
On January 28th, 1932, M2 left Portland on exercises. It is believed that either the front door
to the hanger was left open or a failure with the hydraulics of the stern hydroplanes caused M2
to sink, sadly taking with her all 60 crewmen and 2 flight crew.
The wreckage was located 8 days later and another year later she was being raised when a
sudden change in the weather caused her to fall back into the ocean and sink again where she
has lain ever since.
The wreck is a designated "protected place" so access is strictly controlled.
Many will be surprised, as I was, to
know that several other countries at this
time had such craft (including Japan that
had 42 such craft in operation prior to
and during the early stages of WW2).
The Japanese were the first navy to
have the K class submarines, I-1; I-2;
I-3; and I-4, operational.
I-1 was sunk by HMNZS ships Moa and
I - 1 in 1930
Guadalcanal on January 29, 1943.
-9-

HMT LANCASTRIA

Report by Tom Wolf
HMT Lancastria was a British
ocean liner requisitioned by the UK
Government during the Second
World War. She was sunk on 17 June 1940 during Operation Ariel. Having received an emergency order to evacuate British nationals and
troops in excess of its capacity of 1,300 passengers, modern estimates range between 3,000
and 5,800 fatalities, the largest single-ship loss
of life in British maritime history
The ship was launched in 1920 as Tyrrhenia for Anchor Line, a subsidiary of Cunard, in 1924
she was renamed Lancastria after passengers complained that they could not properly pronounce Tyrrhenia.
The heroic evacuation of Allied troops from Dunkirk may have been a "miracle of deliverance",
in Churchill's words, but just weeks later another evacuation from France turned into a nightmare. On 17 June 1940, the Lancastria, a former cruise liner which had been put into service
as a troopship by the UK government, was playing a key role in Operation Aerial, a bold attempt to get more civilians and soldiers out of France.
Her Captain, Captain Sharp, believed that he could take 3,000 troops "at a pinch" but was explicitly ordered that he should take as many as he possibly could "without regard to the limits of
International Law". By the mid-afternoon of 17 June she had embarked an unknown number
(estimates range from 4,000 up to 9,000) troops (including Royal Air Force personnel, together
with about forty civilian refugees. People were crowded into whatever spaces were available
including the large cargo holds. Captain Sharp estimated the number to be 5,500.
On 17 June 1940 she was attacked by Junkers Ju 88 bomber aircraft and Lancastria was hit
by three or possibly four bombs. A number of survivors reported that one bomb had gone
down the ship's single funnel which, given the ship sank in about 15–20 minutes, is most likely.
Some report that as the ship began to list to starboard, orders were given for the men on deck
to move to the port side in an effort to counteract it, but this caused a list to port which could
not be corrected. The ship was equipped with sixteen lifeboats and 2,500 life jackets; but many
of the boats could not be launched because they had been damaged in the bombing or because of the angle of the hull. The first boat away was filled with women and children but it
capsized on landing in the water and a second had to be lowered for them. A third boat had its
bottom stove in by landing too fast. A large number of men who jumped over the side were
killed by hitting the side of the hull or had their necks broken by their life jackets on impact with
the water. The ship sank within twenty minutes of being hit, which gave little time for other vessels to respond. Many of those in the water drowned because there were insufficient life jackets, or died from hypothermia, or were choked by fuel oil. The German aircraft began strafing
survivors in the water and dropped flares into the floating oil.
Survivors were taken aboard other British and US evacuation vessels, there were 2,477 survivors, estimates of the death toll vary from 3,000 to
5,800 people although it is also estimated that as many
as 6,500 people perished, the largest loss of life in British maritime history, making this disaster worse than
both the Titanic and Lusitania sinkings combined.
The loss of life was so immense that Winston Churchill
immediately suppressed news of the disaster, The
sinking was announced that evening during the English
-language Nazi propaganda radio programme, Germany Calling by its presenter William Joyce, better known
as "Lord Haw-Haw"; however his claims were notoriously unreliable and had little public credence. The official records remain unpublished.
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THE NAMES OF A SHIP’S PARTS

Report by Tom Wolf
To those modellers who do not have a nautical background, reading books about
ships (and particularly period ships) can be quite confusing. To avoid this confusion,
here are some sketches/diagrams that list most of the parts that are of concern
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BELAYING PINS

By Tom Wolf

A belaying pin is a solid metal or wooden device used on
traditionally rigged sailing vessels to secure lines of running
rigging but replaced on most modern vessels by cleats. It is composed
of a round handle and cylindrical shaft and is made of hardwood, usually locust, and sometimes bronze, iron, or brass.
Metal pins of the size needed are massively heavy. The shaft of the
belaying pin is inserted into a hole in pinrails. A line is then led under
and behind the base of the pin then round the top in a Figure-8 pattern.
The size of the pin is directly related to the size of the ship as the diameter
of a belaying pin was never less than the diameter of the rope which was
to be belayed. Pin shapes varied slightly but all had rounded ends
(handles), most have shoulders on the upper portions and a slight taper to
the shaft. The shaft is 2/3 of the length of the pin and as well as being the
diameter of the rope to be belayed, was 1/2 the thickness of the handle.
Belaying pins assist in the tensioning and holding firm of a tightened rope
as well as the advantages of the coiling and storing of excess line. Hanging excess lines on these pins prevents moisture entrapment and the resulting dry rot. Another advantage is the speed and ease with which a line
that is made fast, can be released.
They have been used for centuries on square rigged ships as a means of
securing running rigging, they were likely used in some fashion prior to the 14th century. The
word first entered the English language sometime during the sixteenth century. The period of
most intense development of the sailing ship got underway with the use of the perpendicular
square sail in the Mediterranean in the mid-14th Century. Until the 15th Century, the squarerigged ships mainly carried one mast with one sail. There had been examples of an additional
mast raised above the aft castle as early as the late-14th Century, but not until the 15th Century
did these installations become common. It was during the 15th Century that masts and sails
were expanded on sailing vessels not just in numbers but also in size. As the rigging developed
with more mast and sails, the size of the sailing vessel also increased.
As the rigging became more complex it would be safe to assume
the fitting elements used to control the sails would also become
more widespread, often something is invented but is uncommonly used before becoming the default solution to a problem.
As hulls became more expansive however, this development affected the use of rigging and thus their sailing characteristics of
the vessel. The belaying pin was an excellent tool that allowed
speed and ease with which a line could be deployed, made fast,
or released. When the pin is pulled, the line falls to the deck in an
untangled flaked-out pattern, ready to run freely.
By the end of the 15th century (say the Spanish Armada era), it may have been used by the
English, when one looks at he replicas of Drake’s “Golden Hind” (there
are no plans or diagrams to work with), there are two versions of
Drake's ship in the UK: both the one in Brixham, Devon and the other,
known as Golden Hind II, docked in London have belaying pins.
James Lee in “Masting and Rigging of English Ships of War 1625-1860”
states that “belaying pins were used on racks on the shrouds of small
ships but not seen on larger ships until the end of the 18th century”.
Belaying pins are not just a bit of folklore. They are an integral part of a
sailing ship as shown in the photos taken by me on “James Craig”.
They secure the many ropes of the ship's rigging which are connected
to the sails. When you need to release the ropes quickly, rather than
taking time to unwind them, you simply pull out the belaying pin and the
ropes are set free
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THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE 1794

Report by Tom Wolf
By 1794 the shortage of provisions in France was extreme as the population was
starving due to the social upheavals of the previous year, combined with a harsh
winter to ruin the harvest. France was, by this time, at war with all her neighbours
and had nowhere to turn for overland imports of fresh provisions. A solution to the food crisis
was to bring food produced in France's overseas colonies together with supplies purchased
from the United States merchant ships to Brest.
During April and May of 1794 a fleet of 117 merchant ships in convoy set off across the Atlantic, and in mid-May the French Atlantic Fleet left Brest in to escort this vital convoy safely to
harbour and throughout this time, knowing the convoy was on its way, the British fleet was
searching the Atlantic Ocean for this huge convoy to try to blockade the French. They located
the convoy and its escorts near Ushant, a French island off the coast of Brittany.
What resulted was the battle of The Glorious First of June, also known as the Fourth Battle
of Ushant, the first and largest fleet action naval conflict between the British and the French
during the French Revolutionary Wars.
The British had 37 battleships (25 ships of the line) under the command of Admiral Earl Howe
and the French had 33 battleships (26 ships of the line) under Rear-Admiral Villaret de
Joyeuse. The battle began as a series of skirmishes and manoeuvring on 28 May 1794, and a
more serious contact the following day. The rival fleets maintained distant contact during the
two subsequent days of foggy weather. The morning of 1 June was fine and clear and over the
preceding days the British fleet gained the weather gage, a vital factor during the days of sail
as it meant the fleet was windward (nearest the direction the wind was blowing from) and had
the choice of when and how to bring the enemy into action.
Howe defied naval convention by ordering his fleet to turn towards the French and for each of
his vessels to rake and engage their immediate opponent, an unorthodox order that was not
understood (or ignored) by some of his captains, and as a result his attack was more piecemeal than he intended. Nevertheless, his ships inflicted a severe tactical defeat on the French
fleet.
The fighting was intense, and by the time the
firing died away, 11 British and 12 French ships
were more or less dismasted. On the French
side 7000 were killed, wounded and captured,
with 1000 killed or wounded from the British
fleet.
In the aftermath of the battle both fleets were
left shattered; in no condition for further combat,
Howe and Villaret returned to their home ports,
but 6 French ships were captured and another
sunk.
Tactically, the British had won the day, and the news of victory was greeted with wild enthusiasm in Britain, but the French could celebrate that the grain convoy from America had escaped
intact thereby securing a strategic success.
However, Villaret was also forced to withdraw
his battle fleet back to port, leaving the British
free to conduct a campaign of blockade for the
remainder of the war.
The Glorious First of June demonstrated a
number of the major problems inherent in the
French and British navies at the start of the
Revolutionary War.
Both admirals were faced with disobedience
from their captains, along with ill-discipline and
poor training among their shorthanded crews,
and they failed to control their fleets effectively
during the height of the combat.
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THE SOVIET TITANIC

Report by Tom Wolf
On 31 August 1986, a luxurious Soviet passenger liner
set out on its last journey, a cruise to
Sochi and other Black Sea ports. The
SS Admiral Nakhimov had served for
decades and was slated for retirement.
Its passengers didn't know it but as
the ship pulled away from port in the
Tsemes Bay, disaster was about to
unfold. At the same time, the freighter
Pyotr Vasev was also coming to port,
and the two colossal ships collided.
It took just eight minutes for the Admiral Nakhimov to slip under the waves - barely enough
time for lifeboats to be launched a total of 423 people of the 1,234 people on board lost their
lives in the chaos. The doomed liner became known as the "Soviet Titanic".
Background:
SS Admiral Nakhimov was built in
Germany and launched in March
1925. She was originally named SS
Berlin, it was a passenger liner for
the Bremerhaven, Southampton and
New York route, but later was converted to a be hospital ship. After she
was damaged by mines, she was
beached and abandoned in February
1945.
She was refloated and salvaged by
the Soviets in 1949 and renamed Admiral Nakhimov. She entered service as a passenger ship in 1957.
The collision and consequences:
The freighter rammed into the starboard side of Admiral
Nakhimov at a speed of about 5 knots (9.3 km/h) and
continued forward with the freighter's bow in its side, ripping a 900-square-foot (84 m2) hole in the hull between
the engine and boiler rooms.
Admiral Nakhimov immediately took on a list on her starboard side, and all her lights went out upon impact. After a
few seconds, the emergency diesel generator powered
on, but the lights went out again two minutes later, plunging the sinking ship into darkness. People below decks
found themselves lost in the dark and rapidly canting hallways.
There was no time to launch the lifeboats. Hundreds of
people dived into the oily water, clinging to lifejackets, barrels and pieces of debris.
The wreck of Admiral Nakhimov lies on its starboard side in 46 m of water while Pyotr Vasev
was renamed and operated under other flags until 2012.
Commission of Enquiry:
It was determined that both Captain Markov of Admiral Nakhimov (absent from the bridge)
and Captain Tkachenko of Pyotr Vasev (failure to slow his ship down) had violated navigational safety rules. Both were found guilty of criminal negligence and sentenced to 15 years in prison.
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Desperate Voyages: Destination
Australia until the early 1980’s

Review of presentation by Dr Roland Leikauf,
Curator Post-was Migration ANMM, by Tom Wolf
This excellent presentation by Dr Leikauf on Tuesday, 6 September 2022, concentrated on the
voyages to Australia post Vietnam War (or better referred to as the Second Indochina War) by
people seeking refugee status. Since they arrived in small fishing boats (rather than by large
ships or aircraft), they have been dobbed with the name "boat people". Previously that name
had been only given to people living on board boats tied up in harbours and lakes (eg Aberdeen, Hong Kong Harbour).
Their arrival in Australia in (mostly) derelict
fishing boats that then came to be abandoned
in Darwin Harbour were recounted, as well as
some experiences that are recorded by the
people on board. The journeys rarely started
off seeking a destination other than nearby
Malaysia (as these fishing boats were not built
for open sea traffic but rather for coastal travel
at best. We know of only those who survived
the voyage, how many failed or didn't survive
Promotional artwork—ANMM
the seas or pirates are not known.
Life on board was cramped as these boats carried around 30 people, and navigation was
made without precise maps using basic compass and "school Atlas" type maps.
Interestingly, Dr Leikauf also recounted one instance where the escape and the building of the
fishing boat was well planned over a long time so as to avert the attention of the authorities.
As for the ships, many now lie under the waters in Darwin Harbour and nearby in mangroves,
at the time (being uncertain if they could be sold as ownership was dubious), they were abandoned and left to rot as those on board were taken to refugee residences all over Australia.
There are 3 examples on display, one at ANMM, one in Canberra and one in Darwin.
From the perspective of the ship modeller, interestingly there are some models of these fishing
boats which are kept by those who escaped in them and their descendants.
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BOOK REVIEW
SLOOP OF WAR: 1650-1763
by Ian McLaughlan

(Review from the Amazon website)
Over the past year or so, we have been featuring the artwork
of Ian McLaughlan, a retired British Army officer with a keen
and active enthusiasm for small-boat sailing. From this passion, he developed a profound interest in the rigs, design and
operations of the Navy's smallest combatants. A decade of
study has resulted in this book.
Whether you are serious scholar, a devotee of naval history,
or just someone who likes a good book, Sloop of War does
not disappoint. Most of us can't devote a lifetime of study to
this topic, much less gain access to the mouldering records so
assiduously researched by the author. Thanks to McLaughlin,
we don't have to in order to find out about the interesting history of this class of ship. Sloop of War is at once an extremely
detailed academic treatment of early Royal Navy warships,
and simultaneously a reference work that could grace any coffee table
This is the first study in depth of the Royal Navy's vital, but largely ignored small craft. In the age of sail
they were built in huge numbers and in far greater
variety than the more regulated major warships, so
they present a particular challenge to any historian
attempting a coherent design history. However, for
the first time this book charts the development of the
ancillary types, variously described in the 17th century as sloops, ketches, brigantines, advice boats and
even yachts, as they coalesce into the single 18thcentury category of Sloop of War.
In this era they were generally two-masted, although they set a bewildering variety of sail plans
from them. The author traces their origins to open
boats, like those carried by Basque whalers, shows
how developments in Europe influenced English
craft, and homes in on the relationship between rigs,
hull-form and the duties they were designed to undertake. Visual documentation is scanty, but this
book draws together a unique collection of rare and
unseen images, coupled with the author's own reconstructions in line drawings and watercolour
sketches to provide the most convincing depictions
of the appearance of these vessels.
By tackling some of the most obscure questions about
the early history of small-boat rigs, the book adds a
dimension that will be of interest to historians of
coastal sail and practical yachtsman, as well as warship enthusiasts.
This first technical history of the naval sloop will be
broadly interesting to historians if sail, ship modellers
and yachtsmen. It contains authoritative reconstructions of little known ship types with 300 colour and b/
w illustrations
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