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SEASON’S GREETINGS 
Your Chatterbox Editors and the Committee of 

SMSC wish all our Members and readers, and their 
families a Merry Christmas, a Happy  

Channukah, and a very happy New Year.   
 

We wish that your Holiday Season be filled with the 
love and joy of your family and friends, lots of 

health, happiness, prosperity and well being, and 
that your stockings be filled with heaps of great 

stuff. 

LAST SMSC MEETING FOR 2022 
The next meeting will be on Sunday, 4 December 2022  at 6:30pm 

at Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield  
unless otherwise notified.  

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion. 
At the conclusion of  this meeting, please join us for a lovely meal and the 
company of your fellow  members and partners in the Club’s Bistro. Help 

us celebrate an early X-mas, we look forward to seeing you at the meeting. 
*********************************************** 

2023’s FIRST SMSC MEETING  
The February 2019 meeting of SMSC will be on 

 Sunday, 5 February 2023 at 6:30pm at Wests Ashfield,  
115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield unless otherwise notified . 

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion 



PRESIDENT’S BLOG 
Season’s greetings to all our members and readers. Here we go with the final Chat-
terbox for 2022. 
This year has seen us return to some semblance of normality and  club  members 

were able, once again, to participate at many other club expos and shows. We have returned 
to our regular face to face meetings and it is great to be able to interact socially with our club 
members after a forced absence caused by Covid  
Our 2022 ‘Festival of Model Ships’ held at Wests Ashfield was an outstanding success and we 
owe a debt of thanks to the executive of Wests for their generosity and the staff for the fantas-
tic assistance provided to us . The venue was outstanding and it appears we have captured a 
much wider area of interest in our hobby due to the location of the event. We certainly envis-
age holding our 2023 event at Wests! 
SMSC members and our friends from other modelling clubs who displayed at this years event 
did themselves proud and the comments by attendees over the week-end spoke glowingly of  
the ability of the model builders, the ships, and the items on display. 
My thanks to the entire Committee, especially Anelia and Michael Bennett who put in enor-
mous amounts of time & effort to make the EXPO the success that it was. In addition, Tom 
Wolf and Mike Kelly once again excelled themselves in continuing to produce this wonderful 
club mag, “Chatterbox”. 
I wish to extend to you all our best wishes for a happy and safe festive season and that your 
time with family and friends is rewarding and memorable. Stay safe and we look forward to an-
other year of engaging in our wonderful hobby of model ship building. 

President 
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all 
over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Mid-
west Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report“ and by arrange-
ment and their kind permission acknowledging the source, we reprint the fol-
lowing article. 

TRANSOM LETTERING 

One feature on Sam Parent’s “Valkyrie” that evoked a fair 
amount of discussion at a meeting was the name on the tran-
som.  
Sam stated that he 
ordered the letter-
ing on Amazon 
Prime.  
The company is 
“Palksky Small 

Letter Stickers”. Sam opted for their Small Let-
ter & Number Stickers Packet. 
On the right is a photo from the Amazon listing.  
The manufacturer states that their product is 
made of a quality material that is waterproof and 
tear-resistant. These resin stickers are suitable 
for various indoor and outdoor uses. They rec-
ommend applying the lettering to smooth dry sur-
faces for best results. 
 
Editor’s Note: I don’t know about Amazon, but I 
have seen this product on eBay Australia for 
around $15- $16 including delivery. 
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“ALL HANDS TO 
DANCE AND SKYLARK!” 
by Australian National Maritime Museum - 

Events 
The Age of Sail witnessed amazing discoveries result-
ing from unequalled voyages of discovery. Yet, ship-
board conditions were often terrible and voyages dan-
gerous.  Many sailors succumbed to the perils encountered on their years-long 
voyages. Among his fellow commanding officers, Captain Cook was a true trail-
blazer in supporting his crews' health.  
Date & Time: Thursday, 15 December 2022 -  2:00 pm -  3:30 pm 
Venue:   The Theatre, Australian National Maritime Museum 
Free, but bookings essential (https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/speakers-
talk-captain-cook-health-at-sea-tickets-412543567917?) 

Caldercraft’s “MARY ROSE” 
Photos and commentary by Ralph Hannaford 

This model was first presented at the Oc-
tober’22 S&T. It is a plank on frame 

Caldercraft kit 1:80 scale, when finished it will be 
735mm long,  255mm wide and 520mm tall..  

“Mary Rose” was one of the two large ships that 
were constructed as part of a build-up of the Eng-
lish naval force by Henry Vlll in the years between 
1510 and 1515 against the threat of the French 
Navy.  

She was a radical nautical design as she was 
carvel rather than clinker built!  As carvel 
hulls allowed watertight gun-ports, she was 
equipped with heavy guns mounted near the 
waterline (a factor that led to her demise).  

As is well known, she sank as she was flood-
ed during manoeuvring to go about after fir-
ing a broadside, when the gunports were not 
closed in time.  
She is one of the best known “historical” Brit-
ish ships (and wrecks). 



ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T 
KATOOMBA, 5 NOVEMBER’22 

Report by Tom Wolf, photos by Mike Kelly 
What a fantastic meeting!! 12 members gathered at the home of our President, Harry 

Goedings for this S&T in the Blue Mountains (almost 100km from CBD Sydney).  
  
Tom Wolf led off the discussion with 3 items for dis-
play, the first being his part-built Columbus ship mod-
el of “Nina” by Aeropiccolo. This model is well on the 
way to the completion of the hull, Tom has planked 
the previously printed decking and is covering the 
limewood hull planking with 0.5mm mahogany, which 
will give the finished hull a more realistic finish. The 
degree of difficulty of this model is that it is an early 
1950’s Italian model scaled about 1:50 and the build-
ing instructions are basic sketches of the finished model. In any case, a semblance of the rigging 
plans are included so it should not prove too big a problem. 

Tom also brought along a set of flags he has made (with thanks to Anelia Bennett) 
for “Flying Fish”. In preparing the flags, Tom has taken into account the period of 
the ship and he replaced the “48 State” flag that was originally supplied in the kit to 
a “1851 California” flag that is period correct. Discussion then followed about the 
identification flags made up of 4 international code alpha-
bet flags that identified a ship when entering port. All 
ships were allocated a code name when registered. 
Finally, Tom displayed an electric turntable that he pur-
chased in eBay to display his bow section model of “HMS 
Victory” which will enable looking at all elements of the 
model while it slowly rotates through 360 degrees. 
  

Evert van Oeveren is still build-
ing his Modellers Central 
“Duyfken” and the hull looks 
fantastic. Evert asked the meet-
ing what differences were be-
tween the MC model and the one 
Ian Nolan has built by Kolderstok 
Modelbouw and the scratch built model by Janos Nemeth. It is the 
positioning and the angle of the foremast and this was discussed. In 
the end Evert was reminded that he should build the model to his 
personal liking as there is no incontrovertible evidence of how this 
16th century model was actually built or looked like 
Whilst he has yet to mast and rig this model, Evert is already look-
ing forward to building his next model, that of Artesania Latina’s 
“Samson” that he won in the raffle at EXPO’22.  
 

Tony Merriott brought along a clip-together model 
train that he picked up on his travels. The model 
was greatly admired by those present for its preci-
sion and simplicity. Tony’s travels take him away 
from Sydney quite a lot and these diversions are a 
fantastic way to pass his time. Otherwise, Tony is 
still working on finishing his Artesania Latina cross 
section of the Spanish galleon “San Francisco”. 
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Michael Bennett decided, after causing extensive mast damage 
earlier, that he dare not transport his “HMS Sirius” to EXPO’22 
without a perspex case that could not be completed in time for 
the Festival. He didn’t bring it to this S&T either, however he did 
show a photo of the model just about completed and waiting for 
the case. 
After this mammoth effort, next up, Michael is aiming to finish his 
part-built 1:1200 scale “Dominion Monarch” and “Edinburgh 
Castle”  that have been suspended for some years while he 
awaited his eye surgery. He also intends to build a waterline 
1:600 model of “HMT Dunera” for the Sydney Jewish Museum.. 
  
Stan Brown continues his work on the part-built “Flying Fish” 
that he purchased earlier in the year at a Club meeting. He is now 
working on the spars which he finds are an issue with the existing standing rigging, while he is 
also making the sails. He has finished making 2 out of the 24 sails that will grace this model. In 
his “spare time” Stan is also working on the metal “newsagent” model of “Titanic”, but is frus-
trated by the delay in obtaining an early instalment (on backorder) which is now holding up the 
build. 
 
Mike Kelly has started working as a volunteer at the Australian National Maritime Museum and 
discussed some of the things now happening at the museum. 

Mike has completed building a 1849 “Famine Ship”, this being the type of vessel in which a 
huge proportion of Irish population escaped the potato famine and made their way to America. 
His next exploit is to build a 1:350 scale waterline model of “HMT Dunera” which may eventual-
ly find a home in the Dunera Museum in Hay. Tom Wolf (having completed the same model at 
the same scale) is looking forward to seeing Mike’s progress. 
 
Harry Goedings is 
about to start 
building his 1:80 
scale OcCre kit of 
“Spirit of Missis-
sippi”, an 19th 
century riverboat/
paddle wheeler. 
On opening the kit, 
Harry was impressed by the detailed instruction manual and the various sketches provided. 
  
Last but not least, Dach Hall attended the meeting even though at the moment his modelling is 
limited by cataract issues while he is awaiting surgery. We wish Dach good health and hope he 
can get surgery soon. 
  
We thank Bev and Harry for their hospitality and the fantastic lunch they put on after the meet-
ing which must have been successful as we didn’t leave Katoomba until 4 hours after the meet-
ing started. Well done!! 

cont. from p. 4 



COLLISION AT SEA KEPT SECRET 
Report by Tom Wolf 

One of the best kept secrets of WW2 involved a large ocean liner. She was involved 
in an incident  in which a British warship sank with the loss of 337 men, and although 

it  was witnessed by over 10,000 people, very few people have ever heard about it. 
HMS Curacoa was a C-class light cruiser built for the 
Royal Navy during WW1, launched in May 1917 and 
commissioned in February 1918.  
She returned to service in January 1940 and she es-
corted convoys in and around the British Isles, including 
escorting RMS Queen Mary on a number of occasions 
without incident. 
On 2 October 1942, during escort duty, she rendez-
voused north of Ireland with the Queen Mary, which 
was carrying approximately 10,000 American troops. 
The liner was steaming an evasive "Zig-Zag Pattern" to evade submarine attacks at a speed of 
28.5 knots (an overall rate of advance of 26.5 knots) while the elderly cruiser remained on a 
straight course at a top speed of 25 knots and so it would eventually be overtaken by the liner. 
Curacoa kept to the liner's mean course to maximize her ability to defend the liner from enemy 
aircraft, while Queen Mary continued its zig-zag pattern expecting the escort cruiser to give 
way. During a zig-zag, it became apparent that Queen Mary would come too close to the cruis-
er and the liner's officer of the watch interrupted the turn to avoid Curacoa. Upon hearing this 
command, the Commodore of Queen Mary told his officer to: "Carry on with the zig-zag. These 
chaps are used to escorting; they’ll keep out of your way and won't interfere with you."

 

About half hour later, Queen Mary started the starboard turn from a position slightly behind the 
cruiser and at a distance of just over 350m. By the time danger of collision was perceived, the 
distance was too close for either of the hard turns ordered for each ship to make any difference 
at the speeds that they were travelling and Queen Mary struck Curacoa amidships at full 
speed, cutting the cruiser in half. The aft end sank almost immediately, but the rest of the ship 
stayed on the surface a few minutes longer.  
Acting under orders not to stop due to the risk of U-boat attacks, Queen Mary steamed on-
wards with a damaged bow. She radioed the other destroyers of her escort of the incident and 
to pick up survivors, 337 officers and men on Curacao perished. 
Those who witnessed the collision were sworn to secrecy due to national security concerns. 
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TIGHTENING SAGGING RIGGING CORD 
By Tom Wolf (with thanks for assistance by Stephen Smith) 

There’s a technique better known to modellers of flying aircraft than to ship modellers. 
When building, maintaining and restoring maritime models (particularly period ships, 

although even modern ship models may encounter this problem), the stretching of rigging cord 
is a continuing problem. 
What can be done to shrink rigging cord that over the years has become saggy and stretched? 
Is there a chemical out there that will do the trick? Does it work on cotton rigging cord only or 
will it work on polyester or combined polyester/cotton cord? 
Those who have been modelling for a long time already realise 
that I am talking about “DOPE”. 
Dope (or to be precise “aircraft dope”) is a plasticised lacquer 
that is applied to fabric-covered aircraft. It tightens and stiffens 
fabric stretched over airframes, which renders them airtight and 
weatherproof, increasing their durability and lifespan. It is also 
inflammable (as experienced by those who flew on the 
“Hindenburg Zeppelin”. 
Initially nitrate dopes were used on aircraft and dirigibles to 
stretch the fabric of the fuselage and wings, but after the Hinden-
burg disaster and during WW2 butyrate dope (which is less flam-
mable) came to be used. As for aircraft there have been further 
developments with different fabrics but I will leave that discussion 
as it doesn’t help ship modellers. 
I will now concentrate on the use of aircraft dope and in particular 
to shrinking rigging cord that is sagging on model ships. 
One feature of dope is that dope (both nitrate and butyrate) continues to shrink fabric (and 
therefore rigging cord) as the years go by. The trick is to learn just how tight to shrink fabric prior 
to applying the dope, this will doubtless require experimentation, including trying applying differ-
ent proportion mixes of the dope.  
There needs to be an allowance for the shrinkage that will occur as the dope ages so there is 
no deformation caused to the model AS DOPE WILL CONTINUE TO SHRINK THE FABRIC 
WITH TIME!! 
To overcome this issue, non-tautening dopes are also available (but to some degree defeat the 
purpose of the application).  
These dopes have a plasticiser as an additive thus reducing the tendency to shrink, but it is to 
be remembered that even non-tautening dopes will shrink with age (just not to the extent of reg-
ular dopes) with the eventual evaporation of the plasticiser. 
Dopes do not require the user to wear a fresh air breathing system, a simple charcoal-filtered 
respirator is sufficient to protect your lungs, but use it only in a well ventilated space!!.  
AS THE CAN SAYS, IT CONTAINS ACETONE AND XYLENE!! THE XYLENE IS REALLY 
BAD FOR LUNGS!! 
By using minimal amounts of butyrate dope, it can be repaired with further coats of dope over 
the years if the sagging reappears. 
All this doesn’t come cheap. Dope is hard to find as most hobby retailers don’t keep quantities 
due to flammability (and you should also store it safely) and they come in huge quantities in the 
container that you wouldn’t use in a lifetime. 
Doping techniques are readily available on YouTube, but personal experimentation to get it right 
must be undertaken with all kinds of fabrics, keeping in mind that the actual qualities and struc-
ture of the rigging fabrics vary and when it comes to stretching sagging cord, you may only get 
one chance to get it right. 
There is a relatively newer product called “Eze Dope”, it is a specially formulated water soluble 
dope for shrinking, strengthening and wind-proofing model tissue paper, it is non flammable, 
has little odour and dries rapidly to a semi-matt finish.  
However, I have not found any evidence of it being used on fabric so I will ignore it for the pur-
poses of this article. If you are prepared to experiment, this product may become your favourite 
for its safe to use and store features. 
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JAPANESE RECONNAISSANCE 
FLIGHT OVER SYDNEY HARBOUR 

ON 29 MAY 1942 
Report by Alan Bideleux 

A recent article about submarines being used as launching pads for aircraft has led to some 
interesting facts about the Japanese reconnaissance flight over of Sydney Harbour on May 
29th, 1942. 
In the early hours of the morning of Friday, May 
29th, the Japanese submarine I-21 was only about 
35 nautical miles north east of Sydney when War-
rant Officer Susumo Ito and Iwasaki, his navigator/
gunner, were sent on a reconnaissance flight over 
Sydney.   
Submarine I-21 carried on her fore deck a Yokosuka 
E14Y1 float plane – code named “Glen” 
The Japanese were planning a midget submarine attack on Sydney Harbour 2 days later on  
May 31st/June 1st.  
There were 5 Japanese submarines lying off the coast ready to launch 3 midget submarines. 
The I-21 was one of these and it was her aircraft that flew over Sydney in the early hours of 
that day. 
It took less than twenty five minutes for the plane so be at North Head enabling Iwasaki to 
sketch a plan of the harbour locating the gap in the boom net as she flew towards Garden Is-
land. They were able to identify USS Chicago as well as a hospital ship and 4 destroyers.   
Records show that at that time, the following vessels were in the harbour: USS Chicago, 
Selfridge, Dobbin, Victoria, Black Hawk, Parrot and Perkins. (Parrot was scheduled to 
leave Sydney that day). In addition HMAS Canberra, Adelaide, Western Australia, Warrego 
and Dungaree, the Free French vessel Le Triumphant and Netherlands cruiser Tromp were 
in port. 

Ito and his “Glen” were not recognised as a tar-
get as ground observers thought the Japanese 
plane was American, but later Bell P-39 Airaco-
bras were sent up to try to find her, as well as 
another plane reported to be in the Newcastle 
area.  None were found. 
Eventually after some minor inconveniences, Ito 
found his way back to the mother ship, but be-
cause of some damage sustained on take-off, 
the plane crash landed in the ocean.  Both crew-
men were rescued 
The submariners had difficulty in sinking the up-
turned aircraft as they did not want it falling into 
Allies’ hands but eventually it was sunk. Ito apol-
ogised to his commander for losing his plane. 

Philip Dulhunty was a gunner at Georges Head on the night of the incident and in 1994 he lo-
cated the wreckage of Ito's aircraft just off Norah Head.  
Dulhunty had travelled to Japan and spoken to Ito about the raid. Together with some infor-
mation from Ito and other information provided by George Davis, a hobby fisherman, he was 
able to locate the wreckage after just 2 days of searching. 
Davis sought backing from the Australian Heritage Museum to retrieve the wreckage but hey 
had no available funds. The NSW Heritage Branch were also not interested because of the 
high cost of such a search and, in any case, they thought the wreckage would be that of an 
Australian Wirraway out of Williamtown Air Base. 
There seems to have been no effort made to record the location of the wreckage for posterity. 
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all 
over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Midwest 
Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report“ and by arrangement 
and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the author, we pub-
lish the following article showing the work of Patrick Sand on the model “US 

Brig Syren” from their September, December 2021 and January 2022 issues. 

QUARTER GALLERIES 
Photos Patrick Sand; text commentary by Tom Wolf 

Often we are confronted by metal decorations and features provided in kits that we would pre-
fer to replace, but the project seems too forbidding. Replacing quarter galleries falls into that 
category as they are so prominent and are one of the first things observed on the model. Pat-
rick’s self-explanatory photos (with minimal commentary) indicate how simple it is to replace 
that unwanted metal feature. 

Make window frames and repeat  the con-
struction in mirror image for the other side 

Metal quarter gallery  Top and windows 
joined 

Bottom of the 
gallery 

Gallery top, windows 
and bottom joined 

With rounded ends of ice-cream sticks to tear 
drop design, make roof and other decor. 

Pins on reverse for 
locating the gallery 

Hole in hull for locat-
ing the gallery 

Close up of holes Quarter gallery finished 

The original metal quarter gallery, the sketch design and the finished gallery (to be made in 
duplicate as mirror image … port and starboard). 



ENDEAVOUR FOUND  
Preponderance of Evidence Approach  

Report by Tom Wolf  
On 1 November, I participated in a webinar conducted by the Australian National Maritime Mu-
seum (ANMM) reviewing the evidence that exists to identify HMB Endeavour at the bottom of 
the sea at Newport, Rhode Island, USA.  
Needless to say, this vessel holds hugely historical significance not just for us Australians, but 
for many other nations regardless how contentious the voyages of James Cook may be seen 
today.  
The webinar was presented by Kieran Hosty and James Hunter of the ANMM and follows the 
announcement of the find in February 2022 by Kevin Sumption, the then CEO of ANMM. 
The wreck in question is located in the USA and is owned by that country and the State of 
Rhode Island. In any case, unlike “VASA” and “Mary Rose” there is not sufficient wreck re-
maining to make it possible to recover and restore, it is located in one of the busiest harbours 
in the world (including a major naval base) and the wreck broke up many years ago.  
All that remains are bits of the keel and other bits of timber but most importantly a pump well 
has been located (the significance of this will be discussed).  
The research program in collaboration with American researchers started in 2000, so after 20 
years of research, the ANMM announced that the wreck found was that of Endeavour, but the 
American partners feel that there is yet no indisputable data found (most likely artefacts) and 
that the announcement was premature.  
This dispute is based on the different approach-
es taken by the research teams, the Americans 
are waiting to find some artefacts that may identi-
fy the wreck, the Australians are making the 
claim using the preponderance of evidence ap-
proach using available records, plans, hull and 
keel proportions, tonnage and alignment of iden-
tified ship parts to known plans.  
The collier “Earl of Pembroke” was launched in 
1764 and after its life as HMB Endeavour and 
Cook’s voyage of discovery, the vessel was sold 
to a private contractor and renamed “Lord Sand-
wich” in 1775, but chartered back to the Royal 
Navy in 1776.  
She transported troops to America and she was in American waters at Rhode Island when, on 
4 August 1778 she was scuttled off Newport to protect the town from a combined American 
land/French naval assault.  
The fact that the wreck found was a scuttled ship is evident from scuttling holes punched into 
the hull that were identified in 2020. There were over 80 ships scuttled in the area, all but 13 

were recovered/refloated, Lord Sandwich was 
not one of those recovered. These are incontro-
vertible facts.  
There are many shipwrecks in the area, but on-
ly nine 18th century wrecks have been identi-
fied. In the immediate area where Endeavour is 
known to have been scuttled, only 5 vessels ex-
ist, but the wreck claimed to be Endeavour is 
the only one that matches her tonnage. 
This wreck is referred to as RI 2394 on maps 
showing the location of wrecks in the area and 
is 100 tons bigger than the largest of the other 
wrecks. 
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When initially built, Endeavour (as Earl of 
Pembroke) was built particularly sturdy by 
Thomas Fishburn, and when it was ac-
quired by the Navy it was surveyed. Those 
survey notes exist (in fact there are 4 sets 
of drawings of the vessel on record).  
Fishburn actually built the collier with a 
keelson strengthened to enable it to be 
beached (fortunately for Cook after striking 
a reef and holing Endeavour on the Great 
Barrier Reef).  
The wreck lies in relatively shallow waters 
only 12-13m deep, and the turbulence of 
passing ships (some very large propeller driven ships) and Teredo worms for nearly 250 years 
explains the extreme state of deterioration (which continues).  
All the timbers on the wreck have been tested, and consistently with the records, the wreck’s 
keel was made of European elm and the other timbers were European white oak. In fact little or 
no North American timbers have been located on the wreck.  
After the Great Barrier Reef events, Endeavour required repairs, and the records show that oak 
repairs were made to the bow in 1775. These repairs appear on the wreck.  
Turning to other elements of identification, a pump well was located on the wreck. It is known 
that Endeavour had 4 pump wells (this is unusual as most ships had only 2), and the pump well 
matched and aligned in position to the existing plans.  
Using the pump well location, the bow and stern positions could be identified within inches of 
the plans. In 2021 the keel was located at the very position predicted.  
In constructing the keel of a ship, where the bow stem and the keel are joined is called a  
“scarph” (joint) and is an distinguishing element of the keel.  

The scarph is created differently by different shipbuilders and rarely are 
2 the same. Interestingly, the scarph found on the wreck is identical in 
shape and size to the contemporaneous plans of Endeavour.  
The scantlings (the collective dimensions of the framing (apart from the 
keel) to which planks or plates are attached to form the hull) correlate 
well for the contemporaneously recorded dimensions of Endeavour.  

Further, paired floor timbers correspond to the recorded positions of the fore and main masts of 
Endeavour. The hull shape, size and dimensions and the pump well’s location seem to be the 
clinchers to the argument even without artefacts.  
Nevertheless, it can be asked “why are there no significant artefacts as one may expect in a 
shipwreck”?  
The presenters explained this anomaly on the basis that Endeavour was scuttled intentionally, 
so all useful items would have been removed before she was taken out to sea to be scuttled.  
Then, why were cannons found on her? The cannons found were all unusable having been 
spiked, or in some cases the cannons that were found lacked trunions and likely were required 
as ballast to sink this wooden ship..  
Anyway, the dispute continues and I will leave it to the readers (and history) to decide if 
the preponderance of evidence approach of the ANMM is correct or not.  

cont. from p. 10 



DECK PLANKING  
(adapted by Tom Wolf from an article by Keith Julier in “Model Boats”)  

Deck planking in kits usually comes in strips 0.5mm or 1mm thick, with the strips 
cropped to width with edges not necessarily as clean and crisp as you wish. It is wise 
to examine the strips before use and to be selective and if there is possibility to discard 
the bad ones, do so.  

CAULKING  
Do you do it or not? That’s a personal choice but be wary of ever-doing it, as one aspect of your 
model that immediately takes the eye of the viewer and any faults are immediately notice-able. No 
approach can be recommended because there is no approach that is correct for all circumstances. 
Every experienced modeller has their own favourite method and style but you have to make your 
own decision as to what looks right on your model.  
The simplest way is to blacken one or both edges of the planking strips with a soft pencil, but if the 
edges of the strips are not sound, blackening will highlight flaws, so in that case it is best not to 
highlight the edges. With good planks, the decision is likely to be whether to highlight one edge or 
both, it is best to try the effect on some scraps.  
This is one element of boat modelling where the full size effect does not scale down too well and 
simulated caulking may spoil the model altogether, this is why a black pencil may be more advisa-
ble than black ink. Also remember that the lead in the pencil is graphite and that it may be prudent 
to seal the deck with a coat of varnish before sanding which may spread the graph-ite all over the 
deck.  
Using cotton thread to simulate caulking has its problems unless the cotton is applied under ten-
sion so as not to protrude above the decking.  
Another alternative is very lightly feathering the edge on the plank so as to cast a shadow be-
tween the edges of the planks, but great care is to be taken not to over-do this.  
GLUING  
The thickness of the plank is likely to dictate the type of glue to be used. The thinner the planking 
timber the more likely that it will absorb a glue like PVA and the edges will lift. If that is the case, 
using contact cement or superglue (cyanoacrylate or CA) may be preferable.  
SHIFTING PATTERNS  
It is totally up to you, the modeller, as to 
whether you lay your decking planks in 
one long length from stem to stern or 
whether you attempt to enhance the 
model by cutting the planks into sepa-
rate lengths and laying them according 
to a pattern. These patterns are known 
as 3 or 4 butt shifts (see sketch).  
It is essential that all planks be of the 
identical length and that they are cut 
square. If the planks are to be “caulked” 
then it should be done before cutting the 
planks to length. The ends of the planks 
do not need to be caulked.  
LAYING THE PLANKS  
Start planking on the deck centre line 
(mark it out on the false deck) and note 
the position of the hatches and compan-
ionways on the deck. The space be-
tween these features may be planked 
with strips to fit the space until you reach 
the width of the widest hatch, then you 
use the 3 or 4 butt system to plank out to 
the bulwarks. When done, lightly sand or 
scrape.  
SEALING THE PLANKS  
It is wise at this stage to seal the planking before moving on as an untreated deck surface will inev-
itably get marked or stained during the rest of the model construction process.  
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SS LEOPOLDVILLE 
By Alan Bideleux 

Built in Antwerp, SS Leopoldville was 
launched on September 28, 1928 for the 

Companie Belge Maritime du Congo and later con-
verted to a troop ship. It seems most of her life was 
uneventful until her last voyage. 
On Christmas Eve 1944, 2,234 men of the US 66

th
 

Infantry Division embarked on Leopoldville at South-
ampton for the short cross-Channel voyage to Cher-
bourg. There, the troops were needed to reinforce 
the allies at the Battle of the Bulge. The average age 
of those embarking was only 21 years, the soldiers 
were untested and about to go into their first combat. 
Leopoldville had already transported 120,000 troops in 24 Channel crossings, but this was to 
be her last voyage. She was accompanied by another troopship, HMS Cheshire, that was tak-
ing on troops at the same time, but the boarding was a disaster.  It was totally uncoordinated, 
there were no accurate records of the names of those on each of the ships. Being land forces, 
these men were not aware of good naval practices and life on board a ship. 
A drill was ordered and announced over the ship’s broadcast system but many did not hear or 
chose to ignore it. Possibly it was not understood as it may have been delivered in French or 
Flemish as the officers and crew did not speak English. There was no instruction on handling 
lifeboats or how to enter water wearing a lifejacket.  It was a total shambles 
Until then, Leopoldville had had a charmed life and never encountered enemy fire in her previ-
ous 24 trips and this trip was expected to be just as uneventful. 
Leopoldville and Cheshire were escorted by HMShips Brilliant, Anthony and Hotham and 
Free French frigate Croix de Lorraine. 

At 5.34pm, U-486 was lurking off Cherbourg and 
when in range, Oberleutnant Gerhard Meyer 
launched a torpedo that struck Leopoldville 
causing compartments E4, F4, and G4 to flood. 
Nearly all the 300 American personnel in this 
area were lost almost immediately. 
Although only 5 miles from the coast at Cher-
bourg, what followed next was series of contra-
dictory and misinformed instructions and actions 
both at sea and on land.  

Those on shore didn’t know that Leopoldville was sinking, and those at sea didn’t know if help 
was or was not on its way.   
Those who should have taken control by authority of rank, did not. Naval and army units on ship 
and on shore were calling on different channels and languages, and many on shore who could 
have intervened or helped had absented themselves for Christmas celebrations.  
At about 6.30pm, when Leopoldville was drifting towards a minefield the master ordered all but 
essential crew members to abandon ship even though it was clear she was not yet sinking at 
that time.  This of course did nothing to instill any confidence in the army personnel.  
At 8.25pm when Brilliant came alongside many lives were lost as lifeboats became crushed 
and many men in heavy coats and full kit with no life preservers were crushed and drowned. All 
the other escorts went about chasing the elusive submarine and took no part in the rescue of 
men on board or in the water. 
The escorts failed to respond to blinking light signals from Cherbourg. Brilliant attempted radio 
communications, but could not communicate directly with the Americans at Fort L'Ouest in 
Cherbourg because the Americans used a different radio frequency and could not read the Brit-
ish code. Incidentally, there were many instances in WW2 where communication problems, lack 
of appropriate equipment and language difficulties caused many unnecessary deaths.                        
In summary, Leopoldville did in fact sink and around 1,400 infantrymen were saved but 783 
had lost their lives, the greatest loss suffered by U.S. servicemen at sea. 
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CAPE HORN LIGHTHOUSE 
Photos and report by Tom Wolf 

Cape Horn is the southernmost 
headland of the Tierra del Fuego 
archipelago of southern Chile, and 

is located on the small Hornos Island. Alt-
hough not the most southerly point of South 
America (which are the Diego Ramírez Is-
lands), Cape Horn marks the northern bound-
ary of the Drake Passage.  
Ferdinand Magellan, who is credited with the 
first circumnavigation of the world, never got 
there, but he did open up the area by discov-
ering the channel that is named after him. 
Francis Drake did go about the Horn, but 
there is argument that he may not have actu-
ally seen the Cape as he sailed too far South 
of it. 
In 1615, Dutchman Willem Schouten sailed 
from the Netherlands in an expedition consist-
ing of two ships: Eendracht and Hoorn.  The name “Eendracht” meaning “Unity” was com-
monly given to Dutch ships and this was not the ship sailed by Dirk Hartog to Australia at the 
same time (with the same name). 

A main purpose of the voyage was to search for Terra 
Australis. A further objective was to explore a western 
route to the Pacific Ocean to evade the trade restrictions 
of the Dutch East India Company (VOC) in the Spice 
Islands. In 1616 the Hoorn was accidentally lost, but 
Schouten in Eendracht rounded the Cape, which he 
named after the recently destroyed ship Hoorn, and the 
Dutch city of Hoorn, the town of his birth. Schouten 
mapped the Cape, but he wasn’t aware whether it was 
an island or part of the mainland. 
The island is now Chilean territory but has been a mat-
ter of dispute with Argentina for a very long time. 
The winds blow and 
the currents move 
predominantly clock
-wise, ie West to 
East at the Cape, 
and “to go about the 
Cape” came to 
mean the time taken 
to get from 50de-
grees on one side to 

50degrees on the other side of South America.  
During a rounding from East to West that likely took at 
least 14 days in the days of sail, often a ship going West 
would pass the Cape more than once as it would get 
blown back to the East and have to tack once more to the 
West before being blown back again. 
There are countless stories of the storms and high seas 
that were encountered, and that is from survivors, as many 
ships and mariners did not survive the crossing 
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As an example of the kind of seas and 
other problems encountered by sailing 
ships can be seen in the wonderful movie 
made by Captain Irving Johnson titled 
“The Peking Battles Cape 
Horn” (https://archive.org/details/
thepekingbattlescapehorn-
byirvingjohnson). 
There are two lighthouses are located 
near or in Cape Horn. The one shown in 
the photo is located in the Chilean Navy 
Station and is the more accessible and 
visited.  
It is commonly referred to as the Cape 
Horn lighthouse but is not located at 
Cape Horn. A smaller 4 metre fibreglass 
light tower is actually located at the Cape 
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THE “PFALZ” INCIDENT 
COULD THE FIRST SHOT FIRED BY BRITISH FORCES IN 

WORLD WAR l HAVE BEEN IN AUSTRALIA? 
Report by Tom Wolf, based on an article from “Call the Hands” - Aug 2020 

Great Britain declared war on Germany on 4th August 1914, but the telegram informing the 
Australian Government of a state of hostilities was not received in Melbourne until 5th August.  
When the fact of the outbreak of hostilities was notified to the Australian armed forces, it was 
realised that the German merchant ship “Pfalz” was attempting to escape to sea from the Port 
of Melbourne. 
A warning shot was fired across the bows of Pfalz by the Nepean Battery on Port Phillip Bay,  
and Pfalz turned back and was seized.  
Pfalz was a 6,557-ton cargo steamer operated by German shipping company Norddeutscher 
Lloyd.  
The ship departed Victoria 
Dock in Melbourne on 5th Au-
gust 1914, with Williamstown-
based pilot Captain Mont-
gomery Robinson aboard.  
As the ship passed Portsea 
but just as the ship ap-
proached Port Phillip heads, 
the Royal Australian Garrison 
Artillery stationed at Fort Ne-
pean was informed of the 
declaration of war with Ger-
many, and had received an 
order to "stop her or sink her".  
Signals were hoisted, com-
manding the ship to halt.  
As the warning had no effect, a shot was fired across the bow of the ship from one of the Fort's 
6-inch Mk VII guns. This was the first recorded British Empire shot of the war.  
The pilot convinced the ship's master that a second round would likely be directed at the ship 
itself, and the ship was turned around.  
The ship was taken back to Portsea where the crew was placed under arrest.  
The ship was subsequently requisitioned by the Royal Australian Navy and refitted as a troop-
ship at Williamstown. She was renamed HMT Boorara.  
Soon after, she took part in the second Australian convoy to the Mediterranean, with subse-
quent duties including the transportation of Ottoman prisoners from the Dardanelles Cam-
paign.  
While serving in the Aegean Sea in July 1915, Boorara collided with the French armoured 
cruiser Kléber and was beached at Moudros (Greece). Boorara was subsequently taken to 
Naples to be repaired.  
Later in the war, the ship was torpedoed twice in the English Channel. The first time, on 20th 
March 1918, she was struck near Beachy Head and was towed to Newcastle (UK) for exten-
sive repairs.  
The second time she was struck near Whitby on 23rd July 1918 and was again repaired and, 
in 1919, was used to repatriate Australian troops.  
After the war, the ship was used by the Commonwealth Line for the transport of frozen cargo 
to the United Kingdom, using ports at Avonmouth, Liverpool and Glasgow.  
In 1926 she was sold to a Greek shipping company, but on 8th August, 1937, in heavy fog, 
she ran aground on rocks about 1,000 feet (300 m) south-east of Cape Beale on Vancouver 
Island. Her crew was rescued but within 48 hours of grounding, she broke her back and was 
lost.  
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