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SMSC CLUB S&T MEETING 
The next SMSC meeting will be on 

Sunday, 5th February 2023 at 6:30pm 
at Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield 

unless otherwise notified.  
Members and visitors are welcome and are encouraged to 

bring projects for discussion.  
Whilst catering for all standards, the problems encoun-

tered by beginners in selecting suitable projects and then 
completing them (along with other problems and pitfalls) 

will be addressed at this meeting  

************************************************** 

ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T MEETING 
The next Endeavour Group meeting of SMSC will be held  

on Saturday, 4th March from 10am to 12 noon 
hosted by Mike Kelly (If you wish to come along 

and need details of the address, please contact Mike on 
0438456220 or by email to <mikelly118@gmail.com>  

Members and visitors are welcome and are encouraged to 
bring projects for discussion 

The Endeavour Group meetings are held in the informal 
atmosphere of a member’s home. 
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CLARENDON CLASSIC MACHINERY, TRUCK & HOBBY 
SHOW 2023 

Expected to be held in September, if there is a conflict in dates with the 
Canberra Expo, this exhibition is a closer alternative to home at the Rich-
mond Showground. 

4 VILLAGES - SHIPBUILDERS HERITAGE 
WALK ‘23 

The walk following the route of the Shipbuilders Memorial 
Path in the Brisbane Water Districts, will likely be be held on 
Sunday, 21st May 2023. SMSC will have a display stand 
along the path of the Walk.  For more details please contact 

Peter Rea <4hresearch@gmail.com>.  

FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN 2023 

PORT  MACQUARIE  MODEL  BOAT  EXPO 2023   
We believe that the Port Macquarie Model Boat Expo at Port 
Macquarie Panthers Club, will probably take place on 8-9th Ju-
ly 2023. SMSC will have exhibit tables at this Expo, so you now 

have time to prepare your models. We will keep you updated with any 
more details of this event when known. 

CANBERRA  EXPO 2023  
The Canberra Club have informed us that the date of their 2023 
Expo will be 16-17 September 2023.   For more information 
please contact:  Elizabeth Hodsdon <megwen_1@hotmail.com> 
or contact Bob Evans 6226 8957, or by email to  

<rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.    

HUBERTUS MODEL BOAT CLUB EVENTS 2023  
Our friends at the Hubertus Model Boat Club have invited us 
to attend their events, we will keep you updated with details 
of the events when known. 

EXPO: FESTIVAL OF MODEL SHIP 
BUILDING 2023 
29-30 JULY 2023 

This event to be held at Wests Ashfield is open to all mem-
bers, visitors and other modelling clubs to exhibit maritime 

and related models. Start preparing your models! 

If you become aware of any other events in which our 
members may wish to participate, please let us know!! 

mailto:megwen_1@hotmail.com


GUEST SPEAKER AT FEBRUARY S&T 
At the Club meeting in July 2015, 
we were privileged to be addressed 
by Capt. John Laing as our guest 
speaker.  

John is one of the volunteer modellers at the 
ANMM (on the ramp) and is a very experi-
enced modeller.  
He is a retired Master who has built a number 
of models of ships which have a special histori-
cal relationship to himself or his family.  
On the night, John brought along the model 
M.V. NAREAU (ex John Williams VII), the last 
ship of which he was the Master.  

His models are on display at the Museum and the discussion last time was most educational 
as John discussed many issues, including timbers, materials and glues that will assist all mod-
ellers regardless of their level of experience. 
John’s discussion enthralled the meeting and Members asked many questions that John very 
kindly addressed. We are delighted that John has accepted our invitation to address our Feb-
ruary 2023 meeting at Wests Ashfield, we are looking forward to seeing a large number of our 
members to be involved in the discussion. 
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SMSC CLUB S&T 
Wests Ashfield, 4 December 2022 

Report by Tom Wolf 
The final Club meeting for 2022 attracted 12 participants 

 
Tom Wolf led off the S&T with his Aeropiccolo “Nina”. Apart 
from demonstrating the lack of proper instructions in this 
1950’s model, it was observed that this was more the rule than 
the exception in models of that era.  
The main issue raised by Tom was whether, if the lateen sail 
was retained as for a Nao compared with a Caravel, the  fore-
mast was the tallest of all masts.  
The meeting generally agreed with retaining the lateen sails 
and following the mast and rigging layout set out in diagrams in 
the kit rather than  the square sail layout suggested in the book 
on Columbus’ ships in the Anatomy of a Ship Series. 

 
Next, Mike Barton displayed the water tank which will be placed in 
the tender for his Stephenson’s Rocket.  
The construction of the tank was similar to the hull planking proce-
dure for ships with three circles of ply (akin to bulkheads) and two 
ply pieces that run from end to end (akin to keels).   
After gluing and shaping these ply pieces, the first four planks 
were bent (without tapering) and glued onto the ply frame equidis-
tance around the tank.  
Each quarter around the tank was then 
completed with a very small amount of ta-
pering. Once the first layer of planks was 
completed, the tank was sanded to pro-
duce a smooth surface onto which to glue 
the second layer of planks. Using the first 

layer as a guide, the second layer is planked.  
 
Evert van Oeveren continues his work in building the Modellers Central “Duyfken”, greatly 
limited by his medical condition. Nevertheless, he is now at the stage where he is working on 
the deck furniture. It was suggested to Evert that he holds off on further deck furniture until af-
ter he pays a visit the the replica “Duyfken” berthed at Dartling Harbour, as that replica ship 
features some very interesting and unusual rigging items that  may need to be considered. 

 
Ian Nolan won a model kit of “HMS Bounty” at the recent 
EXPO’22 raffle and immediately set to building it.  
The model features an exposed cutaway side and lighting 
wiring and lights are incorporated into the model, however 
Ian has encountered prob-
lems with some lights flick-
ering when they should 
not.  
The meeting suggested to 
Ian that he should consid-
er replacing the electrical 
supplied with the kit with 
electrical components pur-
chased from JayCar. 
 
 cont. p.5 
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cont. from p.4 

Stan Brown brought along his “newsagent metal model of 
Titanic”, even though Stan is at the beginning of the build 
(part 17 instalment) everyone was surprised by the preci-
sion and weight of the model.  

Stan also brought along a book on the 
ill-fated “Mary Rose” that he picked up 
on his travels to the UK a few years 
ago.  
Stan is also working on his model of 
“Flying Fish” and hopes to spend some 
time during the Summer break in com-
pleting that project. 
 

Mark Dawson has returned to the Club after years of ab-
sence, Never a prolific modeller, Mark is considering build-
ing a model of the famous 18ft skiffs of Sydney Harbour.  
 
As for other Summer projects, regrettably both Tony Merriott and Dach Hall have medical is-
sues to overcome and we wish them both a speedy recovery. 
 
Harry Goedings continues planking his paddlesteamer “Spirit of the Mississippi” and is 
pleased with is progress 
 
The meeting was followed by dinner at the Wests Bistro where all members passed on sea-
son’s greetings to each other and agreed to get together again soon … in 2023! 

HMAS WATERHEN (1) 
Report by Tom Wolf 

She was a W-Class Destroyer ordered from Palmers at Jarrow on 9th 
December 1916 under the 1916-17 Build Programme with the 10th or-
der for this type of warship.  

The ship was laid down in July 1917and launched on 26th March 1918 as the first 
RN warship to carry this name.  

Her build was completed on 17th April 
1918 and she served in the Atlantic and 
Mediterranean Fleets before her transfer on loan to 
the Royal Australian Navy in 1933 (together with 3 
other destroyers … HMAShips Vampire; Vendet-
ta and Voyager … that together came to be known 
as “Scrap Iron Flotilla”). 
 
 
 
  

She was commissioned as HMAS Waterhen on 
11th October 1933 and remained in the RAN until 
she was hit by German and Italian dive bombers off 
the coast of Libya whilst carrying relief stores and 
reinforcements for the besieged Australian troops at 
Tobruk (also known as the “Tobruk Ferry Service”). 
HMAS Waterhen became the first Australian navy 
vessel to be lost to enemy action in World War II on 
June 30, 1941. 



SMSC NORTHERN CHAPTER S&T 
Summerland Point, 3 December 2022 

Report by Tom Wolf 
What a phenomenal meeting!! After a long absence of meetings on the Central 

Coast, this meeting was arranged on fairly short notice and yet 6 members attended the home 
of Trevor and Nanette Duxbury. The quality of the S&T was outstanding. 
 
First up, Ron Thomas explained the use of 3D 
printing (in this case particularly with figurines), pre-
viously he had been using a filament printer but has 
now moved on to a resin printer which gives him 
much better results. He has also purchased a 3D 
scanner which enables him to make a large variety 
of shapes and sizes. When asked to clarify the issue 
of cleaning up the figures, he stressed that the clean-
ing up is done in the file (before printing) so the fin-
ished product is how it comes off the printer. At this 
stage for figures in the sizes that he is working with, 
Ron uses the full resin as opposed to the honey-
comb printing method. Most of the figures that he showed us at the meeting are commercially 
available so no copyright issues are involved. 
 
David Pacey entered photos of his scratch 
built 1:48 scale “HMS Fly” in the NRG 
(Nautical Research Guild, USA) photographic 
competition of model ships in 2021 and he 
showed us the Bronze Medal in the Journey-
man Division and the ribbon for his entry. A 
more complete report appears elsewhere in 
this issue. 

 
 

David also brought along 
his current project, a 
dockyard (Admiralty) 1:64 
scale model of the 3

rd
 

rater 1706 “HMS Eliza-
beth”.  
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cont. from p.6 

The model is based on the mod-
el in the Rogers Ship Model Col-
lection housed at the US Naval 
Academy Museum featuring 108 
model ships dating between 
1650 and 1850. Although origi-
nally launched in 1706, it was 
rebuilt several times and David thinks that this model is probably 
of the ship after its 1726 rebuild. The model features a cherry-
wood base with boxwood wales  
 
Rod Hendy brought along his scratch built 1:40 scale “May 
Queen”. The SV May Queen is Australia’s oldest sail trading 
vessel and is one of only a handful of wooden vessels of her 
era still afloat in the world. Built in 1867, she remains on display 
at Constitution Dock.  

The model is based on plans 
purchased from Float-a-Boat 
(Melbourne), is built plank on 
bulkhead and is close to finish. 
An interesting feature is the 

wind-up keel that enabled her to navigate the shallow rivers of Tasmania. 
 
Peter Rea came with a number of models to show, they all relate 
to the museum-in-planning for the History & Heritage, Hunter to 
Hawkesbury Research Team. 

The museum display intends to exhibit locally historic material, 
but also displays of world history and geographically relevant 
maritime items. The display of the Greco-Roman era will include 
a “Greek Bireme” built by Keith Elder modifying an Amati 1:36 
scale kit,  
 
 
 
 

Peter also brought along a model dugout canoe 
from the separate Pacific Islands collection. 

cont. p.8 
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cont. from p. 7 

Peter also brought along another model built by Keith 
Elder, that of the “longboat from HMS Sirius”, a ship 
with very important historical context to Australia.  

Peter informed the meeting that Ralph 
Hannaford was building the full model of “HMS Sirius” for the collection. 
 
Our host Trevor Duxbury has had substantial personal affairs to take care of since the last 
meeting and modelling has had to take back-stage, but he is still progressing with his build of 
the training ship ”Amerigo Vespucci”. 
 
Tom Wolf attended from Sydney with 3 displays, firstly some flags that he 
was making for the repairs/restoration of “Flying Fish”. The original model 
had historically inaccurate flags which will now be corrected to show the rel-
evant era of the ship (1851) so the “California Flag 1851” will be hoisted. 

Next, Tom purchased a 1950’s era Aer-
opiccolo kit of Columbus’ “Nina” and 
showed the “instruction manual” that 
modellers of that time had to contend 
with. The hull of the model is mainly 
completed with 
rigging about to 
start, this model 
may find it’s way 
into the “4H Mu-
seum” as a his-
torical vessel. 

Finally, Tom brought along an “Armed Schooner”, 
basically a Baltimore clipper that he built while filling 
in time and as a diversion over the past 2 years. At 
the meeting, Tom then made a presentation of the 
model to Peter Rea for the museum, much to Peter’s 
delight. 

At the conclusion of 
the meeting, we 
were kindly provided 
with a light lunch by 
Nanette, and there 
was further discus-
sion about future 
meetings on the 
Central Coast, and 
the future museum 
that is now well into 
the planning stage. A 
vote of thanks was 
expressed to our 
hosts. 



CONGRATULATIONS DAVID PACEY 
The internationally highly respected NRG (Nautical Research Guild, USA) conduct-
ed a photographic competition of model ships in 2021 emphasising craftsmanship 
and artistic expression as well as historic fidelity. The event is divided into 3 cate-
gories: Apprentice, Journeyman and Master. 

David entered with photos of his scratch built 1:48 scale “HMS 
Fly”. David was awarded a ribbon and a Bronze Medal for his 
entry in the Journeyman category. This was well deserved as 
the model is fantastic as will be seen from the photos.  
This model of the Swan Class sloop HMS Fly was completed in 
2019 after approximately six years work.  
All components are scratch built with the exception of the can-
non barrels and rigging cord, which were purchased from com-
mercial suppliers.  
A set of Swan class plans were obtained from Admiralty Mod-
els, and the shear, lines and profile for HMS Fly (ZAZ 4667) 
purchased from the RMG.  
These were used to draw up plans for a plank on bulkhead hull 
at 1: 48 scale. 
The external planking for the model follows the expansion 
drawing for Hornet (ZAZ 5119) as reproduced by David Antsch-
erl in the Fully Framed Model volume 2.  

Over 1600 treenails were added in positions to simulate the presence of an underlying frame. 
The upper, quarter and forecastle decks and associated deck furniture and fittings were all 
constructed using volumes 2 and 3 of The Fully Framed Model series as a guide. 
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cont. from p. 9 

The friezes on the 
ships side were pro-
duced by tracing the 
design from the Fly 
draught onto mylar 
film.  
The traced design 
was then painted and 
the background col-
our applied to the re-
verse side of the film.  
After drying, the frieze 
was scanned and 
printed onto photo-
graphic paper, then 
cut and glued in place 
on the ship’s hull. 
The carved decora-
tions were made from 
European boxwood, 
with a rather naïve 
interpretation of the 
four winds flanked by the gods Posiedon and Amphitrite on the stern.  Tritons sitting astride dol-
phins are depicted on the quarter pieces.   
The figurehead is a representation of the 
Roman god Mercury with winged helmet 
and sandals and carrying a caduceus. 
The masts and spars were constructed from 
plans provided by Admiralty Models, and 
rigged using Volume 4 of TFFM series to-
gether with The Masting and Rigging of 
English Ships of War 1624-1860 by James 
Lees as references.  
Where discrepancies arose between these 
two sources, eg the main course buntline 
falls, the procedure in Lees was preferred. 
Of interest, all rigging blocks down to a 
scale 5 inches (2.6 mm) are “made” blocks 
with separate cheeks, sheaves (simulated) 
and partitions, using a purpose-built router 
pantograph.  
This setup permitted blocks to be made in 
one inch increments in size from 5 to 16 
scale inches using a single set of templates.   
The components for each block were as-
sembled and finished by hand.  
 

BEAUTIFUL WORK, 
 

WELL DONE DAVID! 
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DONAU-SCHIFFAHRTS-MUSEUM 
REGENSBURG 

By Tom Wolf 
Regensburg is a city in eastern Bavaria (Germany) that is sit-
ed at the confluence of the Danube, Naab and Regen rivers, 
and it is the home of the Danube Navigation Museum. 
It is a quaint exhibit, just 2 vessels tied up to the southern 
bank of the Danube between the historic Steinerne and 
Eiserne Bridges spanning the river. 
Founded in 1979, the museum's opening ceremony took 
place in 1983 with its exhibit being the steam tugboat Ruthof/
Érsekcsanád.  
The Hungarian steam tugboat Érsekcsanád was constructed 
in Regensburg in 1923 under the name Ruthof was first to be 
exhibited. 
In 1995 the diesel tugboat Freudenau built in 1941 in Linz (Austria) was added to the collec-
tion.  

The steam tugboat Ruthof was built in 1922/23 at the 
shipyard Ruthof in Regensburg for service on the Danube 
and it was capable of towing several barges either along-
side or astern. During WW2, on 20 June 1944, she struck 
a mine and sank near the Hungarian town of  Érsekcsanád 
with the loss of five lives. She remained under water for 
the following twelve years, was then raised, refurbished 
and finally returned to service under the new name of 
Érsekcsanád in 1957. She continued to operate until 1975 
when she was withdrawn and laid up in Budapest. Four 
years later she was bought by her current owners, moved 
to Regensburg in 1980 and opened to the public three 

years after that.  
The Freudenau was built during WW2 as one of a series of 
22 sister ships for various German, Austrian and Hungarian 
shipping companies. This tugboat worked the Danube for 51 
years until its retirement in 1993, its final job being manoeu-
vring barges in Linz Harbour. It was purchased by the muse-
um in 1995 
Inside the museum ships one can see modern and ancient 
ship models, setting out the history of Danube shipping. You 
can also walk through the engine and boiler rooms; look at 
the fuel and coal tanks, and the original crew accommodation, 
kitchen and bridge. The museum is full of artifacts and materials that are related to the history 
of shipping in the Bavaria region with a perspective on the lives of the people that navigated 
these rivers.  
The visible features that struck me were 
the elongated rudders to facilitate move-
ment in the shallow waters, and the canti-
levered funnel enabling fast lowering and 
raising required to allow passage under 
the innumerable bridges encountered in 
river navigation. 
Regensburg is a stop on the Amsterdam 
to Budapest cruises and visitors have to 
walk past the museum on their way to visiting the town itself, so a stop is 
highly recommended 



STUDDING SAILS (“STUNS’LS”) 
Report by Tom Wolf 

The January 2022 issue of The Rope News (from Tokyo, Japan) featured 
an article with images of what studding sails looked like in oil paintings, 
and also on models. 

Studding sails in oil painting taken from the book “Flying Fish & Wild Pigeon Racing around 
Cape Horn in 1853”. 

Above:  Studding sail yards retracted on a model of 
“Flying Fish” at 46

th
 Rope Exhibition 

 
Left:   Studding 
sails extended on a 
model of “Republic” 
at Deutsches Mu-
seum, Munich 
Right:  Both booms 
and yards of the 
studding sails are 
put on the model of 
“Cutty Sark” pre-
sented at 38

th
 Ex-

hibit of Yokohama 
Sailship Modellers 
Club 
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all 
over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Midwest 
Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report“ and by arrangement 
and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the author, we edited/
reprinted the following article from their March 2022 issue. 

A SCRATCH-BUILT 9 POUNDER 
By Alan O’Neill (a member of the Model Shipwrights of Niagara) 

Having seen a kit built by another modeller Alan decided to build 
his own 1:12 scale, 9 Pound Deck Gun. However, his would be 
unique. It would be scratch-built, and the cannon and cannon 
balls would be 3D printed.  

The gun carriage was a prime example 
of the modeller's art. Using oak, the 
various components exhibited clean, 
sharp edges and cuts. While conduct-
ing his research, Alan found that the original colour of the gun carriage 
for 1786 was most likely yellow ochre, the same as that found on the 
Victory.  
The fore and hind axle trees were 
made in multiple pieces. The 

round axles were made with maple dowels sanded on the 
lathe to the proper diameter. Pockets were drilled into the 
oak blocks and the maple rounds were glued into them. 
Note that both ends of the rectangular block parts were 
rounded to the pockets prior to gluing the dowels in place.  

Alan did a lot of research on this project, and in one specific case it created 
more questions than answers. He discovered that the quoin and stool bed 
could have been configured a number of different ways. In the end, he 
chose a simplified design correct for 1786.  
At times, model ship builders are forced to think outside the box, and Alan 
is no exception.  

One material he was lack-
ing for this project was 
copper sheeting. After giv-
ing it considerable thought, 
he decided to try a piece of 
copper water pipe. After 
slitting the cylinder open 

with a hacksaw, the piece was pried open and flattened out on an anvil. As you can see from the 
photos, it worked out quite well.  
Among the items fabricated were cap squares and other fittings relating to the trunnion and tree 
axles. In a number of cases, Alan made templates, which promoted accuracy and helped to 
avoid mistakes and waste.  

The two piece horizontally split gun barrel was 3D printed 
and then found to be warped. The dimensions and shape 
were based on the Armstrong pattern that was in use from 
1725 to about 1790. Try as he might, Alan could not get it to 
flatten out and the print grain was far too rough.  
Then, Alan found that he 
could print the item standing 

up, but due to a height restriction it would need to be in two piec-
es. Alan went back to the drawing board and created a new file 
for them. The George lll Royal Cypher on the original cannon 
was too large (and painted yellow as in the photo), but Cannon 
#2 was a success, including the final George lll Royal Cypher. 
The result is outstanding! 



GIPSY MOTH lV 
Report by Alan Bideleux and Tom Wolf, photo by Tom Wolf 

Standing in the shadow of Cutty Sark and within hailing distance of the famous clipper 
ship at Greenwich is the Gipsy Moth lV, in a dry dock of her own. 

Made of plywood (unlike the later plastic hulled non-leaking 
variety), this ketch measures just under 16m in length (about 
12m at the water line) and is just over 3m wide. Designed by 
John Illingworth and Angus Primrose, Gipry Moth lV was 
built under commission specifically for a single handed sail 
around the globe and to race against the times set by clipper 
ships nearly 100 years earlier. 
So, what’s the fuss about? On 28 August 1966, Francis 
Chichester set out from Plymouth single handed to circum-
navigate the world, a journey he completed on 28 May 1967.  
In that time Chichester sailed in 2 stages with only one of 
port call, a total distance 29,630 miles and spending no less 
than 226 days entirely alone at sea and during this time he 
celebrated his 65

th
 birthday. Chichester was knighted for his 

endeavour on 7 July 1967. 
After being diagnosed with lung cancer in 1958 (actually a 
misdiagnosis, but nevertheless Chichester did suffer a lung 
illness), Francis Chichester was treated back to health by 
his wife before before he turned his attention to long dis-
tance sailing. 
To answer the question, “what’s all the fuss about” we must 
look at more recent episodes.   
While Chichester was the first person to do this single handed, since then others have achieved 
this remarkable feat., and yet others will argue that Joshua Slocum was the first to do this in the 
late 1890’s. 
Australians will recall Jessica Watson who was the youngest person to sail around the world sin-
gle handed when she completed the voyage on 15 May, 2010 and earlier still, Kay Cottee sailed 
around the world non-stop arriving in Sydney on 5 June, 1988.  Mark Perham sailed the world 
and others like the New Zealand born Dutch lass Laura Dekker beat Jessica Watson to being 
the youngest (but Laura’s was not a non-stop voyage). 
To find a definitive answer to the question we could look at the parameters of each voyage.  
Was the voyage non-stop, how many days at sea, the nature of available technology etc. (and in 
this case the age and state of health of Chichester himself. These factors should always be tak-
en into account when giving plaudits. 
Slocum’s mammoth voyage is to a degree, clouded by the passage of time – was he alone, did 
he make land fall or receive any sort of assistance? We have no idea. 
Chichester’s journey was lauded as a tremendous feat and to a degree set the benchmark for 
others to strive to beat. In the decades following WW2 Britain laid claim to many “firsts” – the 4 
minute mile and the climbing of Mount Everest to name those most famous. 
Since those days, the world has changed in so many ways that such feats are becoming less 
difficult to achieve as there is no level playing field.  Radio communications, SAT/NAV, pro-
cessed food, warmer and lighter clothing and such like all conspire to make these events less 
challenging and safer but in themselves, they do not make the achievement any less amazing 
for what they are? To be the first is the pinnacle regardless 
It is interesting to note that Guinness World Records has refused to note the records for young-
est sailors to discourage dangerous attempts.  
What may be thought to be remarkable and worthy of fuss is the size and features of this small 
ship, no larger than many of the pleasure craft on Sydney Harbour on most weekends, so what-
ever you may think of the man or the achievement in terms of being the (or a) pinnacle, just 
place yourself in the shoes of Francis Chichester and almost immediately the extent of the feat 
will amaze you. 
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STOWAWAY STORY 2022 
It was reported that November 
2022, three stowaways man-
aged to get an approximate 

4600km ride from Nigeria to Las Palmas 
in the Canary Islands on the rudder of 
the Malta flagged oil tanker Alithini II 
after an 11-day ocean voyage. 
They appeared to have symptoms of 
dehydration and hypothermia but were 
otherwise unharmed. 
The Spanish maritime rescue agency 
Salvamento Marítimo shared a photo 
of the three men sitting on top of the 
rudder under the ship's massive hull with their feet hanging only a few centimetres from the 
water. 

Refuge seeker/ migrant stowaways often seek hid-
ing places on ships and may seek cover inside the 
box-like structure around the rudder, but are very 
vulnerable to bad weather and rough seas.  
A ship's fluctuating draft level - the vertical distance 
between the waterline and the bottom of the hull- is 
another hazard for such stowaways. The levels 
vary depending on the weight of the cargo onboard 
and may be several meters difference and this part 
could have been perfectly submerged in the water. 
Thousands of migrants and refugees from North 
and West Africa have reached the Canary Islands 

irregularly in recent years and in cases like these, the ship’s owner is responsible for bringing 
the stowaways back to their point of departure. 
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CLIPPER SHIP “TORRENS” (1875) 
Report by Tom Wolf 

The name Karrawirraparri will be meaningless to many of us, but it is the most signif-
icant river of the Adelaide Plains. It is the native Kaurna name for the river most us 

know as the Torrens, and in his explorations in 1836, William Light chose an inland bend to be 
the site of the Adelaide city centre. It flows 85 km from its source in the Adelaide Hills near 
Mount Pleasant, across the Adelaide Plains and empties into Gulf St Vincent. The river was 
named to honour Robert Torrens (Sr), chairman of the Board of Colonisation Commissioners 
for South Australia from 1834 to 1841, a London based body charged with encouraging emigra-
tion to the free colony of South Australia. 

But the thrust of this article is not the river or the city, 
but the last full-rigged composite passenger clipper 
ship to be built, which came to be named the 
"Torrens". Constructed with iron frames and teak 
planking, the 1,335 tonner was designed to carry emi-
grants from England to South Australia and return 
home with wool and other produce. She was aimed at 
the upper end of the passenger market, accommoda-
tion was for first and second class passengers only.  
Launched in October, 1875 at Sunderland, Flores An-
gel, daughter of the ship's first master and part owner, 
Captain Henry Robert Angel, performed the launching 

ceremony. A striking figurehead, modelled on Flores, was carved by sculptor, Joseph Melvin and 
she was likely named "Torrens" in anticipation of her voyages to South Australia and in honour 
of Robert Torrens. 
After leaving Plymouth, she completed her maiden voyage in 85 days and was regarded as a 
beautifully modelled ship, with splendid sea keeping qualities. In light airs, when other vessels 
were practically becalmed, "Torrens" was able to glide along at several knots.  
Under her master, Captain Angel, she made 15 voyages between Plymouth and Port Adelaide, 
averaging an unequalled 74 days for the outward passage. "Torrens" also established a record-
breaking 64 days for the passage, once sailing 336 miles in 24 hours. 
On Captain Angel's retirement in 1890, her fortunes changed. He was succeeded by Captain 
W.H.Cope who made 6 return voyages. On his first passage, a mid-Atlantic squall resulted in 
"Torrens" sustaining major damage, forcing her to put into Pernambuco, Brazil, for repairs. She 
finally arrived in Adelaide, 179 days after leaving London. It was under his command, between 
1891-93, the famous novelist, Joseph Conrad, served as chief officer on two return voyages. 
In 1896 Captain Falkland Angel (son of the original master) 
took command and also completed 6 return voyages, the 
last two coming close to disaster. In 1899, the vessel struck 
an iceberg near the Crozet Islands in the southern Indian 
Ocean, losing her foretop-mast, jib boom, bowsprit and fig-
urehead. She limped into Port Adelaide, the photo showing 
the damage that was sustained. 
In 1903, while returning from Adelaide, she loaded explo-
sive ordnance (remnants from the Boer War) from St Hele-
na. While under tow in the Thames, she collided with anoth-
er vessel. Fortunately, the explosives did not ignite, and she 
was not badly damaged. In 1906 she was sold to Italian owners and was eventually scrapped by 
Genoese ship breakers in 1910.  
The epilogue to this story is that of the figurehead that was lost when "Torrens" hit the iceberg in 
1899. In 1973, two Australian National Antarctic Research expeditioners discovered a headless 
figurehead at Sellick Bay, on the mid-west coast of Macquarie Island. There is some speculation 
that this damaged figurehead of a head-less woman may have belonged to "Torrens". Although 
Macquarie Island is a considerable distance from the site of the collision at the Crozets, it is con-
ceivable that the Antarctic Circumpolar Current could have carried it that distance, or that the fig-
urehead possibly made two or more circumflotations of Antarctica. 
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