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Please forward all mail and contributions to CHATTERBOX to the Editors, 

Tom Wolf at tom@aces.net.au or Mike Kelly at mikelly118@gmail.com 

SMSC CLUB S&T MEETING 
The next SMSC meeting will be on 

Sunday, 5th February 2023 at 6:30pm 
at Wests Ashfield, 115 Liverpool Road, Ashfield 

unless otherwise notified.  
Members and visitors are welcome and are encouraged to 

bring projects for discussion.  
Whilst catering for all standards, the problems encoun-

tered by beginners in selecting suitable projects and then 
completing them (along with other problems and pitfalls) 

will be addressed at this meeting  

************************************************** 

ENDEAVOUR GROUP S&T MEETING 
The next Endeavour Group meeting of SMSC will be held  

on Saturday, 4th March from 10am to 12 noon 
hosted by Mike Kelly. If you wish to come along 

and need details of the address, please contact Mike on 
0438456220 or by email to <mikelly118@gmail.com>  

Members and visitors are welcome and are encouraged to 
bring projects for discussion 

The Endeavour Group meetings are held in the informal 
atmosphere of a member’s home. 
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CLARENDON CLASSIC MACHINERY, TRUCK & HOBBY 
SHOW 2023 

Expected to be held in September, if there is a conflict in dates with the 
Canberra Expo, this exhibition is a closer alternative to home at the Rich-
mond Showground. 

4 VILLAGES - SHIPBUILDERS HERITAGE 
WALK ‘23 

The walk following the route of the Shipbuilders Memorial 
Path in the Brisbane Water Districts, will likely be be held on 
Sunday, 21st May 2023. SMSC will have a display stand 
along the path of the Walk.  For more details please contact 

Peter Rea <4hresearch@gmail.com>.  

FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN 2023 

PORT  MACQUARIE  MODEL  BOAT  EXPO 2023   
We believe that the Port Macquarie Model Boat Expo at Port 
Macquarie Panthers Club, will take place on 8-9th July 2023. 

SMSC will have exhibit tables at this Expo, so you now have time to pre-
pare your models. We will keep you updated with any more details of this 
event when known. 

CANBERRA  EXPO 2023  
The Canberra Club have informed us that the date of their 2023 
Expo will be 16-17 September 2023.   For more information 
please contact:  Elizabeth Hodsdon <megwen_1@hotmail.com> 
or contact Bob Evans 6226 8957, or by email to  

<rjeaevans@bigpond.com>.    

HUBERTUS MODEL BOAT CLUB EVENTS 2023  
Our friends at the Hubertus Model Boat Club have invited us 
to attend their events, we will keep you updated with details 
of the events when known. 

EXPO: FESTIVAL OF MODEL SHIP 
BUILDING 2023 
29-30 JULY 2023 

This event to be held at Wests Ashfield is open to all mem-
bers, visitors and other modelling clubs to exhibit maritime 

and related models. Start preparing your models! 

If you become aware of any other events in which our 
members may wish to participate, please let us know!! 

mailto:megwen_1@hotmail.com


REMINDER! CAPT. JOHN LAING IS 
GUEST SPEAKER AT FEBRUARY S&T 

We remind our members that Capt. 
John Laing has accepted our invitation to ad-
dress our February meeting at Wests Ashfield. 
John is one of the volunteer modellers at the 
ANMM (on the ramp) and is a very experienced 
modeller. His models are on display at the Muse-
um. 
The last time John visited us his discussion en-
thralled the meeting and he kindly answered the 
variety of questions asked by the members.  
We are looking forward to seeing a large number 
of our members to be involved in the discussion. 

MAKING A SHIP’S WHEEL 
by Tom Wolf 

Seeing a ship’s wheel on display at a 
recent Show made me realise how 

intricate making such a wheel is and in return 
how fantastic it would look in anybody’s col-
lection, wall, or man’s cave. 
It is basically just like a cart wheel but with the 
spokes protruding out past the rim. It requires 
turning skills but there are many designs 
available on the internet.  
The photos below show a wheel being as-
sembled by a members of the Waverley 
Men’s Shed. 
So, a central hub is made with 8 notches to fit 
the spokes, then 8 identical carved (turned) 
spokes are made and they are connected by 
the rim, which is then reinforced on each side. 
 

The central disc is al-
so covered on each 
side: 
 

AND WHAMMO, 
YOU HAVE A SHIP’S 

WHEEL!  
 

Simple? 
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GUS’ “WOODEN BOOK” LIBRARY 

Richard Keyes sent to us photos of some truly imaginative models from the highly 
gifted American artist and miniaturist Gus Agustin who is very well known in Ameri-
can modelling circles and has previously featured in articles in Chatterbox.  

They are miniature models stored in wooden casings that look like books, the series of them 
reminds us of a library.  

Readers will recall that Richard has been exhibiting his model of Royal Caroline featuring the 
ship with its “launching flags”, Gus made those flags for Richard.  
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from 
all over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the 
Midwest Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report“ and by ar-
rangement and their kind permission acknowledging the source, we reprint 
the following article from their April 2021 issue. 

SHEER HULKS 
A hulk was referred to as a ship that is 
afloat, but incapable of going to sea. Alt-
hough sometimes used to describe a ship 
that had been launched but not complet-
ed, the term most often referred to an old 
ship that had its rigging or internal equip-
ment removed, retaining only its buoyant 
qualities. The word hulk was also used as 
a verb: a ship was "hulked" to convert it to 
a hulk. The verb was also applied to 
crews of Royal Navy ships in dock, who 
were sent to the receiving ship for accom-
modation, or "hulked". Hulks had a variety 
of uses such as housing, prisons, salvage 
pontoons, gambling sites, naval training, 
or cargo storage. 
Although the term hulk could be used to 
refer to an abandoned wreck or shell, it 
was much more commonly applied to 
hulls that could still perform a useful func-
tion 
In the days of sail, many hulls served 
longer as hulks than they did as functional 
ships. 
Wooden ships were often hulked when 
the hull structure became too old and 
weak to withstand the stresses of sailing. 

A sheer hulk (or shear hulk) was used in shipbuilding and repair as a floating crane 
in the days of sailing ships, primarily to place the lower masts of a ship under construction or 
repair. Booms known as sheers were attached to the base of a hulk's lower masts or beam, 
supported from the top of those masts. Blocks and tackle were then used for such tasks as 
placing or removing the lower masts of the vessel under construction or repair. 
These lower masts were the largest and most massive single timbers aboard a ship, and 
erecting them without the assistance of either a sheer hulk or land-
based masting sheer was extremely difficult. 
The concept of sheer hulks originated with the Royal Navy in the 
1690s, and persisted in Britain until the early nineteenth century. 
Most sheer hulks were decommissioned 
warships. Chatham, built in 1694, was the first of only three ves-
sels built for this purpose. There were at least six sheer hulks in 
service in Britain at any time throughout the 1700s. The concept 
spread to France in the 1740s with the commissioning of a sheer 
hulk at the port of Rochefort. 
By 1807 the Royal Navy had standardized sheer hulk crew num-
bers to comprise a boatswain, mate and six seamen. Larger num-
bers came aboard only when the sheers were in use. 
A plan showing a capstan fitted to the Sheer Hulk at Deptford 
Dockyard (circa 1801) illustrates the fitting of an incline plate and 
lifters  



AN AMERICAN MODELLER MATE 
By Tom Wolf 

This article is about the modelling journey of Bob Fiipowski and is inspired by an arti-
cle in The Rope newsletter of January 2023. It is in the form of an autobiography 

which I have taken the liberty to adapt. 
At Chatterbox, we have been using ideas, tips and hints creat-
ed by Bob and reported in The Forecastle Report, the news-
letter of the Midwest Model Shipwrights (and now of Chicago 
Tri-Club Association) for many years, and your editor felt that 
a little more should be known about Bob by our readers. 
Bob lives near Chicago and has been interested in model 
ships for over 60 years. He is a founding member of Midwest 
Model Shipwrights, serving in all capacities including club 
president, meeting management, newsletter editing, etc.  
He has also served as Nautical Research Guild Secretary and 
Chicago Tri-Club Association treasurer.  
Over the years, Bob has helped sponsor workshops and has 
served as a contest judge. He has also been a speaker at 
NRG, Tri-Club, and Wisconsin Maritime Museum symposi-
ums.  
His models have won numerous awards and are on display in 
many maritime museums, including the Museum of Science 
and Industry in Chicago. We are honoured to say that Bob is a friend of SMSC. 
Bob’s adventure in the world of models began when he was about 9 years old when his father 
took him to the local hobby shop and bought him a model airplane kit. With his father’s help, 
Bob began to develop some basic skills, and he built that balsa wood and tissue paper airplane 
kit until finally, one day, it was time for him to “fly.” 
For a number of years after that, model airplanes were Bob’s primary interest and it wasn’t until 
high school that model ships caught his eye.  
Although he initially worked with plastic, Bob came to realize that scratch-built models could of-
fer him more diversity. Interpreting the plans was not a problem since some of his classes in 
school involved mechanical drawing. 
For the next few years, he specialized in scratch-built WW2 
warships. They were composed primarily of pine, balsa, and 
card stock. By today’s standards they were somewhat crude, 
and probably not very accurate, but he was enjoying the hob-
by prior to joining the Navy in 1964. 
For the next three years his modelling activities would be put 
on hold, but the “fire” still burned inside. While on leave in Eu-
rope, Bob came upon a hobby shop that had numerous wood-
en kits and completed sailing ship models in the window and 
he purchased two kits, a four masted barque, and a four masted schooner barquentine.  
He spent the rest of his enlistment working on the barque aboard ship as time and space per-
mitted and he eventually completed both models after his discharge from active duty. 

Fast forward four years to 1972, when he married the love of 
his life. For their first Christmas together, Bob received a 
Billings kit of the “Vasa”. In a rented apartment his modelling 
activities were confined to the kitchen table but he began to re-
alize that this particular kit was poor in quality and accuracy.  
This being his first plank on bulkhead model, he made a num-
ber of mistakes that he only became aware of after joining his 
first club, the North Shore Deadeyes (Chicago). This is when 
he became a diehard kit basher. 
In 1982 a small group of Deadeye members decided to create 
another club that would meet at a new hobby shop in the North-
west suburbs of Chicago.  
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The new club came to be called the Midwest Model Shipwrights. Their first meeting was not an 
auspicious occasion as only five individuals showed up, and one of them was the shop owner.  
It is interesting to note that there was no interaction between the North Shore Deadeyes and 
the Nautical Research Model Ship Society (the other Chicago clubs) and it took a few years be-
fore members from the other two clubs started attending Shipwright meetings. 
By 2001, the interaction between the 3 Chicago clubs had reached the point where hosting an 
NRG Conference was being considered.  
Since the 3 clubs were still autonomous, agreements had to be reached and certain financial 
considerations had to be finalized between the clubs.  
It was all eventually worked out and the 2003 NRG Conference was awarded to Chicago. One 
of the first tasks was establishing a bank account to make payments and deposit registration 
fees for the conference, and “The Chicago Tri-Club Association” was the name chosen for the 
account.  
Each club retained its autonomy after the Conference ended, the other name was only used for 
activities involving all three clubs. 
A fellow modelling friend of Bob’s once stated "A Ship Modelling Club is a Modeller's Most Valu-
able Tool", Bob couldn’t agree more.  
It was after he joined the North Shore Deadeyes that his knowledge, higher standards, and new 
model ship related friendships began to evolve. 
Bob has completed many models, too many to be canvassed in this article, but if our readers 
wish to read his commentary on these builds, we can invite him to do so at a later time. 
As in Australia, in 2020 COVID-19 struck the United States, and life as we know it changed. As 
many people got very sick or sadly passed away, all meetings of the clubs came to be can-
celled and the Tri-Clubs decided to conduct virtual meetings.  
As word got out, these meetings began welcoming modellers from around the USA, as well as 
Japan, Australia, Canada, and Great Britain. 
Friendships were made and ideas were exchanged with many individuals out there ready, will-
ing, and able to speak at these virtual club gatherings. If the pandemic had not occurred, it’s dif-
ficult to say how long it would have taken for this to happen. 
Bob remains an active modeller and contributor to the Chicago clubs, and by consenting for the 
use of his wealth of experience by articles published in Chatterbox he has helped many SMSC 
members in their hobby. 

LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR 

It was a pleasure to hear from 
Richard Keyes that both Keitha and he are do-
ing well. 
Richard tells us that there’s not much new at the 
Keyes household due to covid restrictions ex-
cept for the extension of their sunroom to gain 
some space and allow for more of Richard’s 
models to be on display.  
Despite his eyesight problems, Richard contin-
ues with his ship models but at a slower pace.  
Plastic WW2 navy vessels are his current inter-
est and we look forward to some photographic 
evidence.   
Richard sent through a photo of his dog 
“Baxter” keeping guard on his display of some 
of his models. 



SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all over 
the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters called the “The Rope 
News“ from The Rope, the premier ship modelling club in Japan, and by arrange-
ment and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the author, we re-
print the following article from their January 2023 issue. 

Tips in scratch-building small models: 
- Cap Rail, Scarf, Gudgeon & Pintle 

by Uriu Norio 
During a course of instructions to members on scratch-building held in Sapporo in October 
2022, Mr Uriu explained making cap rail, scarf, and gudgeon and pintle which are covered in 
the textbook for scratch-building of Ruby II. Mr Uriu provided the following contents of his lec-
ture at the workshop of The Rope. 
 
1. Making cap rail 
The actual length of a small ship such as Ruby II is over 14m and one single piece of wooden 
plate cannot cover the cap rail of the ship. 5m length of wooden material is normally used in 
actual shipbuilding and this means that wooden strip of 2mm thick x 5mm wide can be used in 
making a 1:48 scale model. 

Cap rail at the bow 

The breast hook must be shaped. Ruby II has a cathead and it 
becomes necessary to shape both the right hand and the left 
hand with one single piece. Deaw a dummy breast hook line and 
cut the line with a sharp knife.  

Cap rail at the sides  
The scarf is cut as shown in 
the attached photographs. 
Pay attention to the cutting 
width at both ends of the 

wooden strip and its angle. Once joined, fix the rail with brass wire. In-
sert wire at stanchions where possible. 
 
Cap rail at the stern 
To determine its position, insert a pin or brass wire at the counter tim-
ber or stanchion. Once the length and angle at both ends are set, fix 
the position of the cut at the quarter knee. Cut the quarter knee and fix 
the cap rail. Cut the upper part of the pin or brass wire. The quarter 
knee that is made separately is glued and when the glue is set, shape 
the curve.  
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The protruding pins or wire on the top of the rail is filed off. 

 
2. Gudgeon & pintle 
The material used for 
making gudgeon and 
pintle is 0.3mm x 2.0mm 
brass strip, 1.4mm φ 
brass pipe (inner 1.0mm 
φ) and 1.0mm brass 
wire. 
The 1.4mm φ brass pipe at is soldered onto the 0.3mm x 2.0mm brass strip. Once set, drill 
holes and  insert 1.0mm brass wire. Repeat for each gudgeon and pintle. 

The pintle is fixed on the rudder with epoxy glue. Once the glue is set, drill the hole for the brass 
wire, insert and cut its head.  
Do test assembling of the gudgeon and pintle. Make a tiller and locate it in its position. 
Use masking tape to determine the position of the gudgeon at the stern. Assemble the gudgeon 
and pintle with epoxy glue. The masking tape will also protect the hull from stains. 
When the brass pipe is cut at the width of the brass strip, insert 0.8mm wire into the pipe to 
avoid damage to brass pipe. 
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ISAMBARD K. BRUNEL 
(9 April 1806 - 15 September 1859) 

- his ships 
by Alan Bideleux 

I K Brunel was born in the seaport town of Portsmouth in April 1806, the only son of Sir Marc 
and Sophia Brunel and his life spanned the second half of the 100 years known as the 
“Industrial Revolution”.  His engineering skills and achievements are things of legend, voted in a 
recent poll to be second only to Winston Churchill as the greatest Briton.  His works included 
bridge building, railway construction and locomotives as well as shipbuilding.   One of his early 
achievements was the Clifton Suspension Bridge which spans the River Avon.   He entered and 
won a prize in a competition to supply a workable set of plans for such a bridge.  
He is best known in Australia for his work on railway development and shipping, namely the SS 
Great Western (1838) Great Britain (1843) and SS Great Eastern (1858). 

 
SS Great Western (1838) 
Built especially for the trans Atlantic run, SS 
Great Western was designed by I K Brunel 
and in her day was the largest passenger 
ship afloat.  She set the trend for other 
wooden paddle steamers on the Atlantic run 
and until 1843 was making record breaking 
crossings. 
Her maiden voyage in April 1838 did not 
start too well as a fire broke out in the en-
gine room as she was heading to Avon-
mouth to commence the voyage resulting in 

over 50 passenger cancelling their booking leaving only 7 paying passengers on board.  She 
also had to call in at Cork for coal yet she still arrived only a day after Sirius reached New York. 
Though Sirius left the UK 4 days before Great Western, Sirius arrived in the U.S. a day before 
the Great Western so she held the transatlantic record for just one day.  
 
SS Great Britain (1843)  
Brunel supervised the construction of SS 
Great Britain a wrought iron steamship, for 
the Great Western Steamship Company at 
Bristol in 1843.  She took advantage of the 
new technology of screw power and the 
original plans for her to be a paddle steam-
er were scrapped.  She was more than 30 
metres longer than her nearest rival.  She 
carried a crew of 130 and accommodated 
252 passengers and was intended for the 
Trans Atlantic passenger trade.  Being of 
wrought iron construction she weighed 
1930 tons and at the time was the largest 
ship in the world.  Without doubt she 
shaped the future of passenger sea travel. 
In1846, SS Great Britain ran aground on Dundrum Bay, Northern Ireland.  The new owners con-
verted her in time to benefit from the flow of prospectors hoping to cash in on the Australian 
Gold Rush.  With a capacity of 750 passengers in 1st, 2nd and 3rd class accommodation, in 24 
years and 32 return trips to the UK she carried over 16,000 to Australia.  Trips averaged 120 
days.  She was so fast and elegant she earned the nickname of “Greyhound of the Seas”.  Dur-
ing the Crimean War (1854–55) she ferried over 44,000 troops to and from battle. 
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SS Great Eastern (1858) 
The Millwall Iron works on the River 
Thames saw the construction of Brunel’s 
SS Great Eastern.   
She was an iron ship and was a real hy-
brid vessel having both sails, screw pro-
peller power and paddle steamer power to 
choose from.  
At the time of her launching in 1858 she 
was the largest vessel in the world.   
She had six masts (said to be named after 
the days of a week – Monday being the 
fore mast and Saturday the spanker mast). 

In later years of her service, some of the yards were removed 
and in any case setting sails turned out to be unusable at the 
same time as the paddles and screw were under steam, be-
cause the hot exhaust from the five funnels would set them 
on fire (initially she proudly sported five funnels but this was 
later also reduced to four).   
During her maiden voyage there was an explosion on board 
and the damage was quickly and easily repaired and she set-
tled in to a life carrying passengers across the Atlantic for 
many years.  
The double skin proved to be her saviour as the outer skin 
was punctured in a collision with an uncharted rock needle 
(later named Great Eastern Rock) off the New York coast in 
1862 
The opening of the Suez Canal in 1869 was a setback for her 
as she was too wide for the canal, and going around Africa it 
would not be able to compete with ships that could use the 
canal.  

She was retired and converted to cable laying tasks to India and then later still used as a show-
boat, a floating palace/concert hall and gymnasium until finally spending her last years as an 
advertising hoarding sailing up and down the Mersey in Liverpool.. In 1886 while sailing to the 
Liverpool Exhibition, she struck and badly damaged one of her tugs, the last of 10 ships she 
would damage or sink during her life. She was eventually broken up in 1889. 

THE FORGOTTEN KERF 
by Tom Wolf 

Kerf is defined as the width of material that is removed by a cutting process. 
Let’s say you need to cut three lengths of 1mm×4mm material, each 30mm long. By happy co-
incidence you have a 90mm stick of 1×4, so you quickly measure and mark two lines, and then 
make your cuts.  
But when you go to use the pieces for your project, you find that two of the pieces are too 
short. The reason is because you forgot to factor in the kerf, or thickness of the saw or knife 
blade used in the cut.  
This may be smaller than 1mm (such as with #11 blade or a razor saw) but it can be as much 
as more than 2-3mm when you use a circular saw blade. 
The kerf is determined by the width of the blade but also the wobble in the cut, and the size of 
any material torn out by the blade. It’s the reason that you have to give a little extra thought to 
planning your cuts.  
The easy solution to stay ahead of this common mistake. Always measure and mark each cut 
separately and factor in the kerf.  You can use a tape measure, or speed up multiple identical 
cuts by using a pattern stick or stop block. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mast_(sailing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanker_(sail)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Funnel_(ship)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suez_Canal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Exhibition_of_Navigation,_Commerce_and_Industry


ADMIRAL FYODOR USHAKOV, 
RUSSIA’S NELSON 

By Alan Bideleux 
Admiral Fyodor Ushakov, was born in 1745 into the 
family of a sergeant of the Life Guards Transfiguration 
Regiment. After graduating from the Naval Cadet 
Corps in 1766, he was sent to serve in the Baltic Fleet. 
When the Russian-Turkish war began in 1768, Lieu-
tenant Fyodor Ushakov was appointed commander of 
a pram (artillery sailing ship of the 18th century) of the 
Don (Azov) flotilla, and until the conclusion of Kyuchuk
-Kaynardzhi peace he protected the coast of Crimea 
from the enemy. 
By 1775 he was already in command of the Baltic frig-
ate "Northern Eagle".  
Soon, the promising officer was appointed commander 
of the imperial yacht, but the court career did not 
please Ushakov, and he got a transfer to the battleship "Victor" that took part in the implemen-
tation of the "policy of armed neutrality" in the Mediterranean. 

From 1783, Fyodor Ushakov served in the 
Black Sea Fleet and commanded it in the 
Russian-Turkish war, during which he made 
an enormous contribution to the development 
of tactical warfare sailing fleet. 
Ushakov always tried to approach war as a 
creative process. For example, he boldly com-
manded the rebuilding of the fleet, which had 
already closed on the enemy thereby not al-
lowing the enemy to take the most advanta-
geous positions. His actions were distin-
guished by extraordinary courage and deter-
mination.  

He boldly put forward his ship to the first position, choosing one of the most dangerous posi-
tions and thus showing an excellent example of courage to his commanders.  
A sober assessment of the situation, an accurate calcu-
lation taking into account all the success factors and a 
swift attack - this is what allowed the Admiral Ushakov 
to emerge victorious in many battles. He can also be 
rightfully called the founder of the Russian school of tac-
tical combat in naval art. 
The famed admiral did not lose a single ship in the bat-
tles, not one of his subordinates was captured but Ush-
akov inflicted irreparable damage to more than 50 ships 
of the Turkish fleet, winning a whole Black Sea region 
for Russia.  
The Turks were frightened by the victories of Ushakov 
so that their fleet did not dare to leave the Bosphorus 
Strait, fearing to meet with the fearsome admiral. 
The summit of the career of Fyodor Ushakov was a 
Mediterranean campaign when Russian sailors stormed 
the strong fortress of Corfu and liberated much of Italy 
from the French 
For these feats of arms, in 2001 the Russian Orthodox 
Church canonized Fyodor Ushakov. 
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EVOLUTION OF THE 
DESIGN OF THE USA FLAG 

By Tom Wolf 
This article is being written so as to remind modellers of the significance of the period when 
the vessel depicted was sailing and the historically accurate flag for that period. It came to be 
relevant to me when I was repairing a model of the “Flying Fish” which was built in 1851 and 
wrecked in 1858, therefore only the 31 star 1851-1858 flag is relevant for this model (although 
often different incorrect flags are found on displays). 
The variants to the design of the USA flag have been the number of stripes and the numbers 
of stars in the design. 
Since 1818, a star for each new state has been added to the flag on the 4th July the year im-
mediately following each state's admission. In years in which multiple states have been admit-
ted, the corresponding number of stars were added to the flag.  
This change has typically been the only change made with each revision of the flag since 
1777, with the exception of changes in 1795 and 1818, which increased the number of stripes 
to 15 and then returned it to 13, respectively. 
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   1775-1777          1777-1795       1795-1818      1818-1819   1890-1820 

   1820-1822  1822-1836       1836-1837      1837-1845    1845-1846 

   1846-1847  1847-1848       1848-1851      1851-1858    1858-1859 

   1859-1861  1861-1863       1863-1865      1865-1867    1867-1877 

   1877-1890  1890-1891       1891-1896      1896-1908    1908-1912 

The current USA flag is the 28th ver-
sion of the design and represents 
the longest constant in the develop-
ment of the flag (as there have been 
no new states added since 1960).    1912-1959  1959-1960       1961– current 

As the exact pattern of stars was not specified prior to 1912, many of the 
historical U.S. national flags have had varied arrangements of the stars 
(see the 1792 Betsy Ross flag) 
As a bit of trivia, the “Star Spangled Banner” in the song (the USA national 
anthem) is a variant of the 1795-1818 flag – 15 stars and 15 stripes. 



SS CALIFORNIAN 
by Tom Wolf 

The much maligned SS Californian is 
best known for its inaction during the 

sinking of the RMS Titanic despite being the clos-
est ship in the area was a British Leyland Line 
steamship. 
Launched on 26 November 1901, she was built to 
the maximum dimensions that were allowed to 
moor and outfit her in the Dundee Docks. She was 
designed primarily to transport cotton, but also had 
the capacity to carry 47 passengers and 55 crew 
members. The primary clientele was those passen-
gers with too limited the means to travel on board 
large liners for the transatlantic crossing, but the 
ship was still primarily a freighter. 
She measured 6,223 tons, was 136m long, 16m at her beam and had a triple expansion steam 
engine powered by two double-ended boilers. Her average full speed was 12 knots. Between 
late 1911 and early 1912, Californian had a Marconi wireless apparatus installed. 
On Sunday 14 April at 18:30, Californian's wireless operator signalled nearby ships of the exist-
ence of three large icebergs nearby, a message received by Titanic's wireless operator who de-
livered it to the ship's bridge a few minutes later. Californian encountered a large ice field at 
22:20 ship's time, and her Captain Lord decided to stop the ship and wait until morning before 
proceeding further and left the bridge. As he was leaving, he saw a ship's lights approaching 
and asked the wireless operator if he knew of any ships in the area, and was told: "only the Ti-
tanic". Captain Lord asked the wireless operator to warn all ships in the area that Californian 
was stopped and surrounded by ice, this was done. 
Titanic's on-duty wireless operator was busy clearing a backlog of passengers' messages with 
the wireless station at Cape Race, Newfoundland when the Californian’s warning was received. 
The warning message, due to the relative proximity of the two ships, drowned out a separate 
message being received by the Titanic from Cape Race, and the Titanic’s wireless operator re-
buked the Californian: "Shut up, shut up! I am busy; I am working Cape Race!". 
Californian’s warning message was never passed to the Titanic’s bridge, and feeling that he had 
done what was asked of him and with the rude apparent rejection of the message, Californian’s 
wireless operator then switched off his wireless equipment and went to bed.  One hour and 10 
minutes later, Titanic hit an iceberg and started transmitting her first distress call one hour and 
twenty-five minutes after that.  
Subsequent signals from Californian to Titanic by Morse-lamp received no response, rockets 
fired from the Titanic during her sinking were seen but not recognised as distress signals.  
Both the United States Senate inquiry and British Wreck Commissioner's inquiry into the sinking 
concluded that the Californian could have saved many or all of the lives that were lost, had a 
prompt response been mounted to the Titanic's distress rockets but despite this criticism, no for-
mal charges were ever brought against Captain Lord and his crew for their inaction.  
Captain Lord disputed the findings and spent the rest of his life trying to clear his name. In 1992, 
the UK Government's Marine Accident Investigation Branch re-examined the case and while 
condemning the inaction of the Californian and Captain Lord, also concluded that due to the lim-
ited time available, "the effect of Californian taking proper action would have been no more than 
to place on her the task actually carried out by Carpathia, that is the rescue of those who es-
caped ... [no] reasonably probable action by Captain Lord could have led to a different outcome 
of the tragedy”.  
During World War I, on 9 November 1915, while en route from Salonica to Marseilles, in the 
Eastern Mediterranean, the Californian was torpedoed by the German U-boat SM U-34. While 
she was under tow by a French patrol boat, she was torpedoed again, this time by the German 
U-boat U-35 and she sank.  
Although her wreck remains undiscovered, she went down less than 170 nautical miles from 
where HMHS Britannic, Titanic's sister ship, would be sunk by a mine just over a year later.  
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SMSC has, over the years, developed a relationship with other Clubs from all 
over the world. In particular, we regularly receive newsletters from the Midwest 
Model Shipwrights (USA) called the “Forecastle Report“ and by arrangement 
and their kind permission acknowledging the source and the author, we reprint 
the following article from their April 2022 issue. 

 

MID 18th CENTURY SLOOPS 
Sketches and text by Ian McLaughlan 

From about 1750 onwards, the sailing sloop of war started to use three masts. At first this was 
done by adding a mizzen mast to the brig rig which meant that the main and mizzen tended to 
be very close together. However, the picture here of HM Sloop Beaver at Boston in the late 
1760s shows a sloop that was designed to carry three masts. 
Nevertheless, the ketch rig of two masts continued to remain popular as shown in the picture 
of HM Sloop Fly at Belle Isle off the French Brittany coast in 1762, during the Seven Years 
War.  

At an earlier point, HM Sloop Tryall, one of Anson's ships on his historic circumnavigation, 
whilst having a brig rig, had a main that was shorter than her fore-mast. This was caused by 
storm damage. Some think that this shortening was the reason why she managed to round 
Cape Horn into the Pacific, whilst other small vessels failed to 
do so. On arrival at Juan Fernandez in the Southeast Pacific, 
she had only four men left standing to manage her sails and 
steer.  
Finally the picture of HM Sloops Speedwell and Cruizer show 
two different rigs applied to the same hull form: Ketch on the 
left and Snow on the right! 
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PIRATE COINS 
Who hasn’t heard of the coins that are the prize of every pirate or adventure tale? 
But what is it? 
A Piece of Eight or Spanish Dollar is a silver coin of approximately 38 mm (1.5 in) 
diameter worth eight Spanish reales. It was minted in the Spanish Empire following 

a monetary reform in 1497. It was widely used as the first international currency because of its 
uniformity in standard and milling characteristics. Some countries countermarked the Spanish 
dollar so it could be used as their local currency. 
Because it was widely used in Europe, the Americas, and the Far East, it became the first 
world currency by the late 18th century, millions of Spanish dollars were minted over the 
course of several centuries. 
After the colony of New South Wales was founded in Australia in 1788, it ran into the problem 
of a lack of coinage, particularly since trading vessels took coins out of the colony in exchange 
for their cargo. 
 In 1813, Governor Lachlan Macquarie 
made creative use of £10,000 in Spanish 
dollars sent by the British government. To 
make it difficult to take the coins out of the 
colony, and to double their number, the 
centres of the coins were punched out. 
The punched centre, known as the 
"dump", was valued at 15 pence, and the 
outer rim, known as the "holey dollar", 
was worth five shillings.  
This was indicated by overstamping the two new coins. The obverse of the holey dollar was 
stamped the words "New South Wales" and the date, 1813, and the reverse with the words 
"five shillings". The obverse of the dump was stamped with a crown, the words "New South 
Wales" and the date, 1813, and the reverse with the words "fifteen pence".  
The mutilated coins became the first official currency produced specifically for circulation in 
Australia. The expedient was relatively short lived. The British Parliament passed the Sterling 
Silver Money Act in 1825, which made British coins the only recognised form of currency and 
ended any legitimate use of the holey dollar and dump in the Australian colonies.  
The doubloon was a two-escudo gold coin worth approximately $4 (four Spanish dollars) or 32 
reales, 
The Spanish Doubloon was used widely in the Americas 
until the mid-nineteenth century. These gold coins were 
eventually minted in four denominations, worth one, two, 
four, and eight escudos respectively. 
Throughout the 16th and 17th centuries, gold doubloons 
played a pivotal role in the Spanish economy and were a 
major part of its colonial activities. Doubloons minted in 
the Americas were carried on Spanish galleons through-
out the Caribbean and across the world to trade for such 
highly sought after commodities as silks and spices. As 
they made their way across the vast seas and oceans, the captains of these ships were al-
ways wary of attack from marauding pirates. The pirates knew full well that if they could man-
age to intercept a Spanish galleon en route to its trading destination, their chances of finding 
gold aboard were extremely high. 
Because Doubloons were minted entirely by hand, creating a perfectly round coin was virtually 
impossible. First, gold was melted down and poured into thin strips. As the gold strips cooled, 
they were pressed until they met the desired thickness. Coin-shaped pieces were then cut 
from the strips of metal to create what are known today as “blanks.” The blanks were then 
pressed against an engraved coin die and struck repeatedly until the design of the die was em-
bedded in the soft metal. After the coins were weighed, excess metal was trimmed away by 
hand.  
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