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SEASON’S GREETINGS

The Committee of SMSC wish all our Members and readers a very
Merry Christmas.
We wish that your Holiday Season be filled with the love and joy
of your family and friends, lots of health, happiness and well being, and that your stockings be filled with heaps of modelling stuff.

NEXT CLUB MEETING

The next meeting of SMSC will be on Tuesday, 2 February 2016
at 7:00pm at the Granville RSL Club, Memorial Drive, Granville
unless otherwise notified.
Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion.
This meeting was put back 1 week to avoid clashing with a public holiday
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
First and foremost, on behalf of my family and myself, I wish all our Members and
readers and all their loved ones a very Merry Christmas and a happy holiday and
festive season. I sincerely hope that Santa has brought you lots of goodies to advance your modelling.
As another year comes to an end and with this issue 23, we look back on the past nearly 4 years
and come to the realisation that, apart from the fact that we have a diverse group of people making up the Membership, as is the case in every Club, there are some people who are more active
than others.
We have had 3 Expos so far, our Expos have become the flagbearer of the Sydney model shipbuilding community with recognition from other Clubs and modelling retailers. We have become
even more closely related to the Australian National Maritime Museum who recognise our work
with a substantial sponsorship. We are an all embracing Club with no limitation as to the type of
model ship being built or exhibited either at our Expo or at the regular Tuesday or weekend
Show and Tells, this is a credit to a very few hard working Members, whom I wish to thank and
congratulate.
When I decided (without prompting by anyone) to start up this Newsletter because I felt it was
the best way for a new Club to advance, it was always my intention that it was to be a forum
whereby the Members could pass on ideas and experiences whilst they were building models.
It was never supposed to be “my Mag”.
My function as editor was to be mainly the cutting and pasting of article and photo contributions
into a printable format. Sadly it has become a forum where I have become the principal (and often only) contributor. Reminders in past issues have not resulted in any improvement and rather
than receiving ongoing reports from Members of how their models are progressing, all I am getting is compliments and joke contributions (which I don’t print as none of them seem to relate to
the maritime subject).
As I am also just a hobbyist, this takes too much time away from my enjoyment of the hobby and
I have decided that it has to come to an end. Therefore, starting with this issue, the only items
that will appear in the Newsletter from now on will be your contributions.
I know that many of you are in the process of building a model or carving figures and designs, or
you are “inventing” some tool or gadget that helps your modelling, or you are travelling in Australia and all over the world and seeing things and places involving maritime life that other readers
will be interested in.
You don’t need to be an expert photographer, nowadays just about every telephone is also a
camera in case you forget to take your Box Brownie (or SLR) with you.
This issue is late in being prepared because I had to do a lot of soul-searching to announce the
potential death-knell of a Newsletter that has received kudos from all over the place, but now I
pass the ball to you, it will be you that decide the future of Chatterbox.
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S&T at Granville 22 September 2015
Report and photos by Mike Barton
Twelve people (members and non-member) attended this evening at the Granville RSL club.

Gary Renshaw invited John Staib along to show us what he is doing with CAD, John draws
up plans using AUTOCAD Light.
Firstly he scans the plans of the ship’s hull into the system.
These plans need not be too accurate. Using the AUTOCAD he redraws the hull by selecting
certain data points from the scan and then slices the hull in positions where he wants to make
frames.
After a number of steps the AUTOCAD will give him the profiles of the selected frames. On
each frame it also shows the amount of fairing to be undertaken.
The frame drawings are then printed on paper and the paper glued to the ply. The frames can
them be cut out and shaped to the fairing lines before assembly.
cont. p.4
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All this work on the computer was in relation to
the Duyfken. All of us were very taken by what
he achieving with this software.
John brought along his model of the Duyfken for
us to admire.

Michael Bennett brought along prototype models
of his HMS Sirius (micro model). These prototypes allow him practise certain shaping and
joining techniques prior to starting the final model.

After these two presentations Members discussed a large variety of issues, mostly in relation to model ship building.

Again a most interesting evening.
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Endeavour Group S&T
25 October 2015
This month’s Show and Tell was held at Cynthia Knapp’s home in Carlingford.
Although Cynthia is not a member of the club, her husband Ian (who passed
away about 5years ago) was a prolific model shipbuilder, and one complete wall and a shelf in
the front room of her home has been transformed into a display area for his model ships and
steam engines. Naturally this room was the gathering place for our get-together.
Five
members,
(Michael Bennett,
Tom Wolf, Richard Keyes, Michael Barton and
Alan
Bideleux),
and one nonmember, (Maurice
York) made good
use of this session.
As you will see
from the information below, we
all gained relevant
knowledge from
the lively discussions. At these Show and Tells we always get side tracked and having a wall
of brilliantly made and displayed models (maybe 15) was quite a distraction. Cynthia is very
generous person. Not only did she open up her home for this day, but she also donated two
books to our club. They are PRISONER OF WAR SHIP MODELS 1775 – 1825 and THE
ANATOMY OF NELSON’S SHIPS. The Club sincerely thanks Cynthia.
We took the opportunity to hand over
the raffle prize he
won at the Expo to
Maurice York and
we also took the opportunity to discuss
his model of the
Mermaid and to give
him some hints that
hopefully will help
him with this build.

cont. p.6
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Mike Barton
Progress has been slow with the Beagle however all the deck cannons have been assembled
though not fixed in place. On this ship the main and forward masts are constructed in three
sections and the rear mast in two. All of these mast sections have been tapered and so have
their yards. On previous models Mike has assembled the masts, attached standing rigging to
them, glued the masts in place and then fixed the standing rigging to the appropriate components.
At the recent Canberra Expo another model maker explained to Mike an alternative method
whereby he attaches the lower section of the mast in place and rigs it, then glues the next section of the mast to it and rigs it and then the same for the top section. Mike asked those attending if any of the Members had thoughts on the best way to assemble and rig the masts and he
received the answer that he expected, namely that there is no correct way, just do whichever
method suits you. Mike therefore decided that he will probably construct them the way that he
has always done as he thought it is easier for him to keep the sections in the correct alignment.
Richard Keyes
Richard informed the meeting that he had
been requested to build a model by Jeffrey
Mellefont (formerly with ANMM) who wrote
an article about Balinese fishing boats in
the museum magazine SIGNALS. Only a single line drawing of the hull and some photos
were provided for reference, there was some
discussion as to the difficulty of such a project and how some of the decorations could
be achieved.
Michael Bennett
Michael is building a
scale model of HMS
Sirius (1:600) and
brought along some
of his preliminary
work for discussion.

cont. p.7
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Alan Bideleux
New member Alan Bideleux was a later arrival having
taken a wrong turn somewhere between Penrith and Carlingford. He spoke about the difficulty he was experiencing with the blocks for the Sovereign of the Sea he is
building (the Newsagent model).
The extremely small blocks need to be wired so they can
be attached to the cannon assemblies., and as each has
a hole drilled through it, it was suggested he thread the
block onto a pin set in a piece of off-cut wood to hold the
block while the wire is attached. He was also advised to
lightly round of the corners of the block where the shallow
groove is, so the wire is not being bent round at a sharp
right angle. This will ease the assembly. Clearly there is
no easy solution but this is all the more reason to persevere and have fun meeting the challenges of model ship
building.
Alan asked if there was value in the suggestion that Sea Scouts be approached as a possible
source of future members to keep the hobby of Model Ship Building alive. We always encourage new modellers and welcome them into the hobby, but it was unfortunately felt that in this
day and age young people are looking for immediate gratification - something that comes in a
box ready made and that can be easily replaced if broken. This is all too true and it is so sad
that so many will not know the pleasure in being creative!! Nevertheless, if you know of anyone who is looking for a hobby, try to encourage them to modelling—any modelling (not just
ships)
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S&T and Christmas Party Darling
Harbour - 24 November 2015
Before the S&T the President outlined some issues that had been decided
at the Committee level, including the fact that we are reverting to the original method of membership fees (not the anniversary method), but we will
ensure that no Member is disadvantaged by this change. All membership
fees will be calculated and become due at the AGM in July.
It was also decided that the AGM will not be an S&T evening, but that we will hold a Trash and
Treasure night so members can dispose of unwanted models and other items.
A new Sub-committee for 2016 EXPO was selected, it will run in a similar fashion to 2015 EXPO, i.e. we host it and invite other clubs to put on a display. It is expected that the Expo will
again be sometime in August, but this is to
be confirmed after the Sub-committee
meets in January.
Members then exhibited their displays:
Ralph Hannaford: Ralph brought along
some lifeboats for Titanic that were created by 3D printing. It was explained that
the design was downloaded and fed into
the printer which then produced these perfect replicas which just snap out of the
mould ready for use. Very handy to keep
in mind next time we need to make many
copies of the same item!!
Richard Keyes brought along photos of the finished Balinese fishing boats that he had been requested to build.
This model was made for Jeffrey Mellefont who wrote an
article about these fishing boats in the museum magazine SIGNALS.
Only a single line drawing of the hull and some photos
were provided for reference so Richard decided to
make it as his first ever half hull model. As it proved impossible to paint acceptable replicas of the lanterns on
the mast heads they were made by gluing segments cut
from photos of the real lanterns onto wooden formers.
The other fancy decorative painting was also made from
cut-out segments of photos.
The hull is made from geluton. The selereks are
adorned with many and varied colourful decorations often with a religious theme. In this regard the model is
quite simplified. These boats can be up to 20 meters in
length.
cont. p.9
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Richard Keyes also brought along a set of plans
published by the Nautical Research Guild of the
Continental Galley “Washington—1776”.
These plans were drafted for the Guild by Jeff
Staudt and are at the scale of 1:48.

In between moving houses Michael Bennett
has not had much time in working on his HMS
Sirius (scale 1:600), but it is coming along
quite nicely, just about ready to pour the sea.
Tom Wolf (who has been a vocal advocate against the
“Newsagent” kits) purchased
the first 22 of 120 issues of the
Hachette kit of Disney’s “Black
Pearl—Pirates of the Caribbean” on eBay for a rather insignificant amount.
These 22 issues lay the keel
and the frame, and contain a
fantastic figurehead of a woman holding a dove, and there
are also many other bits and
pieces that Tom won’t be using.
Tom has to finish building by
his own experience and the
support of others who are building the kit (there is a forum on the internet with modellers from
all over the world putting up photos of the build; and with the help of Ralph Hannaford who has
a partly constructed model).
Overall, Tom is really enjoying the build which has motivated him after the doldrums of partly
building HMS Leopard and HMT Dunera, but he has not changed his mind in relation to these
“Newsagent” models. They are horribly expensive (120 issues will cost nearly $1,800) and
much of the laser-cut components are hobbyboard (compressed paper). Otherwise the ship
has a lovely shape and everything fits as you would expect from a kit that is understood to be
actually made by Amati.
Tom is making it as a full model without the cut-outs and the figures that are provided in the kit
as sold by the newsagents.
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SMSC MODELLER—Leon Griffiths
Leon has had an interesting life that in
one way or another revolves around ships
and the sea. He was a De La Salle boy,
leaving school after completing
the
School Certificate.
He then joined the Navy as a boy sailor
and apprentice shipwright, and after his
Navy days finished his trade at a boat
shed.
He worked through the 80’s around the
Sydney waterfront from boatsheds to
shipyards. As a shipwright tradesman he
worked building HMAS Success at Cockatoo Island Dockyard.
Leon’s qualifications were improved in Naval Architecture and drafting and moved to the Department of Ships Design as a Technical Officer. His naval career spans over 30 years.
He was commissioned as an officer in the Australian Army at the Water Transport Regiment at
Cremorne, Sydney. Leon was the Army’s technical input at the joint Army/Navy shipbuilding
projects of HMAS Manoora and Kanimbla.
Retiring at the age of 43 years due to ill health, it was then that he took his scale ship building
seriously. His trade experience in boat building and ship design assisted in his ambition to be a
professional and successful ship model maker.
In 2012 Leon drew on his hands-on experience in shipbuilding and went back to sea, this time
as a lecturer for P&O and Princes Cruises. The main subjects were scale ship building and
maritime history.
Leon started scale building at TAFE as a first year apprentice designing ships’ hulls then proving the design by building half models. This lead to full scratch building of scale ships.
His first kit was built in the 1970s and was a Billings kit of the Marie Jeanie. He made four more
Billings ship models before moving onto Corel, Aeropicola and Amati.
As the kits go, these days Leon likes the Kits from Mantua.
For the last ten years Leon has been working as a professional ship model maker working on
the Australian series of historic ships and the making of many ‘How To’ DVDs for Mr Gary Renshaw at Modellers Shipyard.
Presently, Leon is engaged building commissioned ships from all over Australia. In total he estimates he has built over 40 ships by scratch, half models and kit builds.
Leon has many ships he would like to build for himself. He admits to one thing, he finds new
ways of doing things in every build.
Having recovered from many health scares, Leon lives and works in Penrith NSW Australia
and keeps going strong and remains an active Member of SMSC.
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“MV STANBURN” Restoration — Progress
Reports by Leon Griffiths
Readers will recall an article by Leon about his restoration of MV Stanburn. These are the follow on reports:
Report 2: I am finally sanding the 2 Pack paint all 4 coats. This ship has been touched up before. It is suggested that the crazing was looked at and a decision was made to paint over the
crazing which did not work! Bad preparation and wrong mix of the hardener and the paint. I
thought that the lighter colour was the paint scheme of the ship’s hull or a different anti fouling
paint. I found an area of the deck that someone has tried to match the sample paint. It will be
one colour, many hours of sanding ahead.

The hatch covers are crazed and will be repainted and new decals put on. The names on the
bow and on the stern will be remade and replaced. There are missing letters on other places.
The bottom of the hull was very thick. I think the painter was practicing.

Report 3: I have finally got the pillars silver plated and cleaned. The hull of the ship is still at
the spray painters. It will be having 3 primer coats on the decks and 4 primer coats on the
hull.The lettering from the UK and the decals (draft marks etc.) have arrived. The display case
is being worked on. Replacement beading for the glazing has been ordered and all frame
pieces will be completely stripped for a fresh coat of finish.

cont. p.12
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Report 4: A lot of the very small parts such as wall lights and rigging blocks for example were
too far corroded and fell apart. I have sourced replacement blocks and hand made the 5 wall
lights out of brass. This is where I am up to. The railing posts will be cleaned and new wire has
been bought. All the brown mast work has been repainted and all the cables that hold up the
mast have been acquired and will be replaced. All the machinery like captains etc., have been
cleaned with good success (these could not be re-nickelled due to the many moving parts and
the small size. The 2 yellow cabins have been restored with new primer and yellow paint.

My next job will be to respray original yellow on the two sides and the front of the superstructure. The rear of the structure is white and will be repainted. All new port holes with glass have
been bought and will be installed on the outer surfaces. The cargo hatches have been removed and stripped of all decals and paint. They have been primed and will be repainted ship
yellow. I have the new decals to be placed on to the hatches to represent deck boards. The
white flash on the bow, outside paint has had 3 coats and the inside of the bulwark (bow wall)
has been painted the original mustard colour. All draft marks and plimsoll marks are standing
by to be put on as well as the new bilge keels port and starboard. The quarter deck had damage and had to be stripped down. I have made templets and will have new decals made. The
cabin that goes on top has been restored and new port hole added.

Report 5 — 7 Nov.’15: The deck furniture is clean and will improve with the final sealing of
semi-gloss. All new steel shrouds and replacement bottle screws have been done and all
hatches are now in place, the railings installed. The after section has been completely restored
but is waiting for the overhead railings to be painted and refitted. New after guard railing have
been replaced, they have 2 run and not 3, this is correct and makes life easier at the wharf
when dealing with very large mooring ropes. The decks are stripped of everything. On the starboard side of the deck the paint had completely failed and had to be taken back to the timber,
and the area has been primed and sanded.

cont. p.13
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Filler had to be added to the deck to ensure that the decks finish will be first rate. This will be
sanded and the red and cream paint added. The smaller decks at the rear were also stripped
of the railings and the same treatment applied. Tonight cream paint has been applied and tomorrow the red will be added along with the black deck lines.
Then will come the time consuming task of reinstalling the deck furniture.

As will be seen, the project is coming to an end. Decals are still to be put on the hull. All railing wire will be replaced and the fence posts will be cleaned and reinstalled. The very top
deck sections of this main superstructure will be addressed in the same way, it is a long job
but I have broken its back and I am on the final leg.

Annual EXPO—Canberra—2015
SMSC was again well represented at this year’s Canberra Expo, we have
been provided with these photos as a pictorial report by Richard Keyes

cont. p.14
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1:50 SCALE MODEL OF
HMAS MELBOURNE (post 1978 refit)
Our readers will recall the report in the August 2015 (issue 21) of Chatterbox of this model being built over a 10 year period by Dach Hall (who has since become a Member of
SMSC).
We reported that the
model is 4.500m in
length, built to a scale of
1:50. It weighs 23 Kgs
net without its motors ,
batteries and radio gear
which comes in at around
20Kgs more, it can take
in 70L of water for ballast
but 50L (packed tight)
does the job.
The model has been installed for display in the
Foyer of the Naval Aviation
Training
Centre, HMAS Albatross Museum, Nowra.
.
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