
Building and Carving the 
Stern Section of “Le Soleil 

Royal” 
Photos by Janos Nemeth,  

commentary by Janos Nemeth and Tom Wolf 
When it comes to making models of highly decorated and carved 
ships there is no better exponent than Janos Nemeth. His latest 
project is the stern section of Le Soleil Royal. 
In order to truly honour Louis XIV (the Sun King), Le Soleil Royal 
was built with ability and grace in mind. Launched in 1669 from 
Brest and commissioned in 1670, she originally boasted 104 can-
nons, but it was her artistic embellishments that first caught the eye of onlookers as her decora-
tions were amongst the most beautiful and elaborate of all baroque flagships. The emblem of the 
"sun" had been chosen by Louis XIV as his personal symbol.  
She remained unused in Brest harbour for years but was recommissioned with 112 guns and 
1200 men when the Nine Years' War broke out in 1688 as the flagship of the revitalized French 
Navy. She was one of the most powerful ships of her day and said to be a good sailing ship.  
The hull was painted a royal blue highlighted by the wales, strakes, and additional embellish-
ments in gold. Such was the beauty of the Soleil Royal that drawings of the ship’s statuary by 
artist Charles Le Brun can be found in the Louvre in Paris. 
Her taffrail was adorned with a dramatic rendering of a horse-drawn sun god stretching across 
the sky, with an ornate figurehead depicting winged maidens on either side of a seahorse. 
She departed Brest on 22 June 1690 as flagship of Comte de Tourville, Admiral of the French 
fleet.. She sailed to the Isle of Wight where the English fleet was thought to be anchored. Two 
ships sent in reconnaissance located the English anchored.  

In the subsequent Battle of Beachy Head 
(known in French as "Bataille de Bévezi-
ers") on the morning of the 10 July 1690 
the French surprised the English ships an-
chored.  
Le Soleil Royal led the centre of the French 
formation and in fighting that lasted about 8 
hours, the French won the greatest tactical 
victory over their Dutch and English coun-
terparts during the war. In total, the Dutch 
and English lost a total of seven ships of 
the line (sources vary), as well as three fire 
ships, while the French ended the battle 
without a single loss. 

All photographs and articles published remain the copyright property of the 
contributor and SMSC unless released. 
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Then on May 20, 1692 Tourville with a fleet of forty-four ships met an Anglo-Dutch fleet of eighty-
eight ships off Pointe de Barfleur. , Despite his own opinion and the advice of his officers being 
against taking action, Tourville was bound by strict orders from King Louis XIV to engage in bat-
tle. In the fighting Touville prevented his fleet from being encircled by increasing the distance be-
tween his ships, but nevertheless, in the battle, Le Soleil Royal was so badly damaged that Tour-
ville was forced to transfer his flag and Le Soleil Royal was (with other damaged ships) forced 
into Cherbourg where they ran aground and were destroyed by English fireships. 
Today, Le Soleil Royal’s memory remains one of beauty, elegance, and power, and is synony-
mous with France’s cry of courage.  
In building his stern section, as he previously had bad experiences when he attempted to com-
bine kit plans with other, more reliable information when he was building his “Royal Caroline” 
and his “Sovereign of the Seas”, so although Janos had the kit plans for Le Soleil Royal (LSR) 
he decided not to use it.  
Janos obtained a couple of high quality photos of LSR from another model ship builder and used 
this, combined with line drawings on the Net.  
From this information, Janos made a small scale solid half model from which he later took the 
lines and enlarged them to get to the 1:60 scale. It so happens that the photos happened to 
match that scale. 
The photos that follow have the individual date stamps which give an indication about the time 
frame for the project.: 
 
The project build was started in May 2020, the 
small scale half model is completed showing the 
bulkhead lines and gunport positions. 

The photos used for the model.  The tafferel 
and side gallery pictures were to 1:60 scale. 
The photos were taken from the model in the 
Paris Maritime Museum and is probably the 
most true representation of the original ship. 

This was the drawing found on the Internet and 
both views are identical with those on the pho-
tos. So Janos built the solid half model and took 
the lines from it with a profile gauge. These were 
then enlarged to the 1:60 scale of the model.  

From these lines a simplified side elevation of 
the stern model to the 1:60 scale was construct-
ed.  
The proportional divider was a really useful  tool 
for this. 
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Using this drawing, Janos created the cradle for 
the model. This cradle is basically of the Harold 
Hahn-type, providing support for the keel and 
supporting the elongated frames between two 
plywood plates, kept to the proper distance and 
position by 4 x M6 threaded rods.   

Although “frames” is referred to, this is not really 
a plank-on-frame (POF) model, but rather a 
plank-on-bulkhead (POB) one. 
Although the independent bulkheads (7 of them) 
look rather like frames, the number of them is 
less than a real POF model would have for this 
arrangement. 

Janos did not worry too much about this, be-
cause he intended to lay inside, as well as out-
side planking on the whole surface of the hull, 
and after such planking there would be not too 
much of the frames is seen anyhow.  
And so, the cradle starts to take shape.  
The tafferel is fortunately a straight plane shape, 
with no curves at all. 
The keel is made of American Boxwood, as are 
the frames, occasionally combined with some 
Cherrywood. The frames are glued to the keel, 
after the rabbet is worked out. 

These are the 7 frames, the 7th is being the taff-
erel 'plate' itself. Then the planking started, from 
the square tuck aft towards to the front. 
The cradle proved to be strong and stable 
enough throughout the whole building process 
and also provided a compact package which 
could be easily moved and put into different po-
sitions.  
This is very important for Janos as he has a 
small workshop and the constant mess in it 
makes it even smaller.  
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The inside planking is made of River Birch and 
the outside is of Pearwood.  
At the start Janos did not lay the inside and out-
side planks at the same time, until he realised 
that it is much easier to clamp both of the 
planks to the frames simultaneously.  
As it intended to build the internals at the same 
time, Janos had to keep an eye on the se-
quence which allowed him to install everything 
on the lower decks before it was covered by the 
next deck planking.  

For the inside of the ship Janos had no infor-
mation at all, so he looked around and took de-
tails from ships which were built around the 
same time as LSR (for example, “L'Ambitieux” 
the inside details of which are available).  
One such detail was how the rudder works. 
Janos is more or less convinced that there was 
not ship's wheel  in LSR so he chose a tiller-
whipstaff arrangement with some details from 
L'Ambitieux. 

The deck planks are laid but Janos did not wor-
ry too much about things like ledgers and the 
like, the deck planks are simply sitting on the 
deck beams (as they won't be seen anyhow). 
As a distraction from the intensity of the con-
struction Janos started working on the tafferel.  
The windows have their own ledges and the 
grating is there to done too.  
On the tafferel and in-between a method had to 
be found as to how to duplicate the Paris Mod-
el's arrangements. Janos found that Dogwood 
has some similar grain pattern so he veneered 
the affected areas with Dogwood strips (which 
were later duly removed). Door and window 
frames, gratings etc. are made of Peroba Rosa 
wood.  

A temporary tiller-whipstaff arrangement was 
made and duly partially disassembled so the 
build could continue without destroying the de-
tails. It will be picked up again a few decks later. 

To be able to install the rudder on the hull 

Janos had to catch up with the external plank-

ing and obviously with the rudder installation 

(pintles and gudgeons) as well. As he did not 

have any useable fine grain walnut for the 

wales, Janos used pearwood, which he stained. 
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As at early July 2020 the model looks like this, 
with the temporary rudder mechanism (the whip-
staff length is not yet finalised). To be able to con-
tinue with the decks the guns had to be made.  
Again, having no other information, Janos used 
L'Ambitieux's details and prepared 4 different 
type and size of guns with carriages made of wal-
nut.  
The barrels are a different story again. The origi-
nal guns were of course made of bronze, but in 
his infinite wisdom Janos decided to make the 
barrels not from turned brass, but from turned 
Costelo wood, and then to coat them with real 
bronze powder. 

On hindsight this was not a good idea but as 
he progressed with the decks, Janos just left 
them as they were.  Yet another item in the 
long list of  'Never do it again!'.  

The carriages clearly show how French (or, rather, Continental) guns were different from the 
English ones, just as different as how they were rigged. The 4 different types of gun arrange-
ments are shown in the photo above 

The photos above show the first guns, those 
on the main gun deck, installed. 
 
 
It was at this stage that the inside and outside 
planking caught up with each other. 
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The tafferel in the photo on the left still shows 
the Dogwood veneering, but it was removed 
soon.afterwards 

The photo above shows the tafferel after the 
Dogwood strips are removed and a similar ar-
rangement has been done, as on the Paris 
model, using thousand of small holes, done with 
a flame shape mill bit. Janos did not count but 
they are numerous... and the same method is 
used on the side galleys as well as in between 
decorative carvings … and the stern looks like 
this with closed loading ports. 

The close-ups photos show up a few errors, as 
usual, but also show a few of the small details 
on the aft. There are two carved pieces still 
missing, because Janos was not able to identify 
them on the Museum photos, but he’ll probably 
dream up something later. 
 

 

Going ahead with the next deck, guns, internal 
walls, furnishings etc. were inished even though 
part of the will not be visible later, but Janos will 
have the satisfaction to know they are there. 



The stern shows the newly created 'perforated' 
arrangements (in Costelo wood)  

The tafferel with the temporarily installed carved 
decorations.  

The side galleries (almost completed, with some small carved pieces still missing). 

The stern is now al-

most completed save 

for some more carv-

ings, the “below decks” 

are complete with can-

ons etc. in place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aft balcony with its handrail. 

The 5 carved panels separating the 

windows and the door each have 3 

roses as well as 2 fleur de l’is the 

size of which is less than 2 mm 

each.  
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The project continued and finally the finished model was ready: The pictures tell it all. 
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