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ISSUE # 17 DECEMBER 2014 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

Another successful Expo!!  A lot of effort went into organising it, and Michael and 

Anelia Bennett (with a little help from me) must be thanked and congratulated.  

WELL DONE, THANK YOU! 
The festive Season and the New Year is almost on us, and this issue is late and a bit slimmer 

than last year’s bumper edition due my lack of time (my apologies) and your (the Members) 

lack of involvement and articles. Nevertheless, I hope it will make pleasant reading and lead 

to discussion over the Summer break. I also hope that all our readers will get some inspiration 

to start a new model or finish off the one you have been working on. 

SEASON’S GREETINGS 

The Committee of SMSC wish all our Members and readers a 

very Merry Christmas. 

We wish that your Holiday Season be filled with the love and joy 

of your family and friends, lots of health, happiness and well 

being, and that your stockings be filled with heaps of modelling 

stuff. 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of SMSC will be at 7:00pm on 

Tuesday, 3 February 2015 

    at the Onslow Room, Wharf 7 at Darling Harbour unless otherwise 

notified. (Please note this new venue!!) 

Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion. 
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SMSC COMMITTEE (for ‘14-15) 

Your Committee members for 2014/15 are as follows, you are welcome to make 

contact for Club business at the email address indicated. 

KEVIN’S “ROCKET” 

Not a ship model or otherwise maritime related, as a modeller one must admire the incredible 

skill of Kevin Hudson.   
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cont. p.4 

THE SEPTEMBER MEETING & S&T 

The small gathering of Members were treated to displays and ensuing discussions to make this 

a most enjoyable evening. 

First off we viewed a presentation of how Kevin Hudson built his “Stephenson Rocket” (see 

photo on page 2). This incredible model shows all the hallmarks of the wonderful craftsman that 

is Kevin. He hopes to enter the model into the Royal Easter Show (but yet to find a category 

that it fits into). 

Then Mike Barton presented his BEA-

GLE, and discussion followed 
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Finally, Richard Keyes brought along his two AXEL THORSEN models which have been fin-

ished with one masted and rigged and the other not. The cannon are run out on one while the 

other one has its stern gun port closed. The flags are made of rice paper using the method 

which Kevin Hudson learned from Gus Agustin in America. The oars stowed on the unrigged 

model are solely for aiming the ship during firing. They are not intended for propulsion.  Every-

thing is scratch built except for the deadeyes and the hatch grating. The smaller grating in the 

boats was sourced from Warner Woods in the US as were some of the blocks. Of particular 

interest is the arrangements of the steering and the bowsprit which are designed to allow the 

cannon uninterrupted fire. The surface of the base is covered with gold  vinyl material and the 

models are suspended  between two “T” shaped brass pedestals which make them appear to 

float in space when viewed from certain angles.”    
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THE OCTOBER MEETING & S&T 

Only three Members attended this S&T so close 

in time to the EXPO ‘14, with relatively few items 

for discussion, but what discussion followed was 

of great benefit to those attending.  

This was also an opportunity for Michael to show 

us around his excellent workshop overlooking 

Rose Bay and Sydney Harbour with a vista of 

the Bridge and the Opera House, certainly a 

place of inspiration for ship modellers. 

 

Richard Keyes brought along his model in 

progress (but very close to completion) of 

the Bomb Vessel Granado of 1742 which 

he was building based on Peter Goodwin’s 

book in the Anatomy of the Ship Series. 

Richard built this model to be of a size that 

could be displayed on a bookcase, so it is 

a “half shell” in a perspex case that ena-

bles inspection from both sides. A most interesting display meth-

od! 
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SMSC EXPO 2014 

This year’s EXPO which was held at South Sydney Juniors Club 

over the weekend of 8—9 November and was a resounding suc-

cess in introducing the hobby of model shipbuilding to many peo-

ple who had not previously experienced this pastime.  The Expo 

Organising committee was led by Michael Bennett and his wife 

Anelia (who made a large contribution to the Expo by organising 

the layout and printing of the advertising material and filming), and 

included Tom Wolf, Gary Renshaw and Mark Dawson  

The 9 members of SMSC, the 7 Members of Maritime Model 

Club and Bob Evans of the Canberra Shipwrights Society who 

attended by invitation displayed 64 models in very spacious sur-

roundings, and this added a new dimension to the EXPO.  

MMC’s models were much larger, 

more colourful and were working 

models (fitted with engines and were 

radio controlled). 

Even with a greater number of mod-

els on display, there was still plenty 

of room to move around the displays. 

A number of tables were set up along 

one wall of the room where our mem-

bers gave continual demonstrations. 

Janos Nemeth performed his magic 

(carving) with a dentist-like drill and 

other hand tools and Richard Keyes 

carried out a number of different pro-

cesses on the model boat he was 

constructing at the time, while Tom 

Wolf demonstrated flag-making.  

This set up allowed the guests a close up view of certain aspects of modelling. 

cont. p.7 
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Another area of the room was set up for particular demonstrations and talks. Gary Renshaw 

and Leon Griffiths gave a talk on how to start building the kit model of the HM Cutter Mer-

maid and generally about model boatbuilding. In another session Tom Wolf demonstrated his 

knotting experience with ropes as used for maritime purposes and model making and every-

one had an opportunity to try their skills.  

Tom also introduced a session on maritime communications and by invitation, Raffy Sham-

may of the Waverley Amateur Radio Society demonstrated Morse code and other forms of 

communication that have been and are currently used at sea and around the world. 

The EXPO concluded with the raffle draw and presentation of awards. We thank the sponsors, 

MODELLERS SHIPYARD, HOBBYCO and BURFITT TOOLS, for their donation of the ten 

gifts used in the raffle.  

Throughout the two days all visitors were asked to vote on three models they liked. This infor-

mation was collated and allowed two of the Awards to be presented.  

The People’s Choice Award (given to the craft with the most number of votes) was won by 

the ROYAL CAROLINE constructed by Janos Nemeth.   

cont. p.8 
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The SMSC Member’s Choice Award was won by the Modified Artesania Latina HMB EN-

DEAVOUR constructed by Tom Wolf.  

Two of our most experienced modellers (Richard Keyes and Leon Griffiths) judged for the En-

couragement Award and this was presented to  Mike Barton for his model of HM Cutter 

Mermaid.  

Tom Wolf, using the equipment at the Waverly Men’s Shed carried out the wood work and 

Alan Haze did the engraving on these three plaques. 
cont. p.9 
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The standard of the models was very high and we received a lot of compliments about the 

quality of the exhibition. All those who exhibited and all visitors had a great time, we also had 

the opportunity to mix on the Expo floor and socially at dinner on Saturday night with Mem-

bers of MMC. This was so successful that there is talk of a combined Expo in the future.  

Although we are quite proud of what was achieved during this weekend, we know improve-

ments can be made and next year’s EXPO should be even better. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMSC Members who exhibited posed for a snapshot at the end of EXPO (Gary Renshaw 

and Martin Campbell were not there at the time). 

Members of the 

Maritime Model 

Club pose for a 

group photo. They 

were keen model-

lers and we enjoyed 

both their company 

and the fantastic 

models they 

brought along. 
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(cont. p. 11) 

THE NOVEMBER MEETING & S&T 

Members and some spouses gathered at our new venue at the Onslow Room at Wharf 7 for 

the November meeting and S&T, which also happened to be the Club’s Christmas Party. The 

venue was changed in the last moment as we will no longer be able to hold our meetings at the 

Peter Doyle Room at the ANMM.  

Of interest for those who are unable regularly (or at all) to attend the City for meetings, it has 

been resolved to alternate meetings between the City and the Western Suburbs, so Members 

should keep a vigilant eye out for announcements and notices about venues of future meetings. 

Before we partook in the variety of treats brought along by the Members for the Party, we were 

treated to the following displays: 

Richard Keyes displayed his new model 

“The Bomb Vessel Granado 1742” which is 

built based on Peter Goodwin’s book in The 

Anatomy of the Ship Series.  

Richard had previously displayed what was 

then an almost completed model at the Octo-

ber S&T (see the report on page 5). 

 

Apart from the immaculately built model 

which is constructed as a “half shell”, the 

method of display within the Perspex casing 

is particularly interesting. 

Richard informed us that the reason why he 

decided to make this form of model and dis-

play is that he has simply run out of space 

at home and in this form he is able to dis-

play the model in a very tight space. 
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Mike Barton brought along 2 items for display: 

Firstly, HMS BEAGLE is coming along very nicely even though progress is quite slow, espe-

cially at this time of year, however about half of the deck fittings have been secured in place. 

One big advantage of being a member of this club is that it is easy to obtain help on a model 

and Mike has been quizzing Peter Law who completed this model about a year ago. 

Presumably the Summer holidays will be spent fitting her out and starting on the rigging?? 

Next Mike displayed a tool that is simplicity in 

itself and yet is probably a missing vital tool in 

every modeller’s inventory… a home made 

disk sander. It  has an 85mm diameter disc 

and uses a sewing machine motor with a foot 

controller. The foot controller has been modi-

fied so that the motor only runs at one speed. 

Being so useful and small, Mike has this ma-

chine tool right beside the model he works on.  

 

With that, another year comes to a close. It 

has been a very successful year for the Club, 

and all Members of the Club should be con-

gratulated. 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 

ILLAWARRA SPORTS STADIUM: 
Members are informed that there will be a model ship display at this venue on 3rd and 

4th May 2015, if anybody wishes to participate, please contact Peter Hately 

<hpeter@webone.com.au>  

We are pleased to inform our Members of the following events where they may 

wish to participate: 

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL 

BOAT EXPO 2015: 
Members are invited to exhibit from 10-12 July 2015 at the Port Macquarie Model Boat 

Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers. Details from Wayne Salter on 0419 486 366 or by 

email to  <wayne-salter1@bigpond.com> 

CANBERRA EXPO 2015: 
Anybody who has details of the Canberra Expo 2015 should contact 

the Editor of Chatterbox with details so that Members can be informed. 

 

GOOD NEWS! 

We are delighted to be informed that one of the stalwarts of the Club, 

Leon Griffiths (who has had his share of health issues in the past year) 

has just been given a clean bill of health by his doctors and that Leon 

can now return to his passion of model making in full force. 

Keep up the good work, Mate! 


