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DON’T
FORGET
OUR
EXPO!!
If you need more info, contact Michael Bennett on 0411 545 770.
Open for all ship and maritime related models, no need to be an SMSC Member.
Entry by Application Forms which are available on the website: smsc.org.au

NEXT CLUB MEETING
The next meeting of SMSC will be at 7:00pm on
Tuesday, 23 September 2015 at Granville RSL Club, Memorial
Drive, Granville unless otherwise notified.
Members are encouraged to bring projects for display and discussion.
These meetings have proven to offer a great opportunity for lively discussion
and fantastic interaction with fellow modellers and inevitably result in a memorable night out.
For those travelling, the Club offers a reasonably priced Bistro.

VOTE OF THANKS

We wish to thank the outgoing office bearers and committee members for all the work they carried out with distinction in 2014/2015.
We also congratulate all our Members who have agreed to carry out the
tasks and responsibilities as office bearers and committee members of the
Club for the current year.
Your Committee members for 2015/16 are as follows, you are welcome to
make contact for Club business at the email address indicated.

President:

Harry Goedings

president@smsc.org.au

Vice-Pres:

Michael Bennett

vicepresident@smsc.org.au

Treasurer:

Ralph Hannaford

treasurer@smsc.org.au

Secretary:

Mike Barton

secretary@smsc.org.au

Assist. Secretary:

Christina Barton

Public Officer:

Anelia Bennett

Commitee:

Martin Campbell

publicofficer@smsc.org.au

Gary Renshaw
Leon Griffiths
Newsletter Editor:

Tom Wolf

ANMM Liaison:

Richard Keyes:

chatterbox@smsc.org.au

Membership fees for the year remain unchanged and Members are encouraged to renew their memberships at an early date to assist in the running of
the Club.

OUTGOING PRESIDENT’S
REPORT FOR 2014/15
Again thanks to last year’s committee. It is only because people give up their time that this
club exists and I would urge others to consider joining the committee.
Our second EXPO was quite an improvement on the 2013 EXPO.
We who aren’t on the committee only see the finished product, (the Expo) and to get the EXPO to that stage requires an incredible amount of time, work and energy, most of which we
don’t realise and so I speak on behalf of all the SMSC members in sincerely thanking the EXPO Organising Committee especially the Bennett family.
Again the 2015 EXPO Organising Committee is well underway with this year’s EXPO.
Our club’s bimonthly newsletter CHATTERBOX continues to be an informative production
thanks to Tom. I consider it to be a professionally assembled magazine and I am certain it
puts our club on the map.
This newsletter goes out to all paid-up Members and toAustralian National Maritime Museum
Canberra Model Shipwright’s Society
Maritime Modeller’s Club of NSW
Nautical Research Guild (USA)
Port Macquarie Modellers
Ship Builders Association (California)
Ship Modelling Society of Victoria and
St George Model Boat Club
Our club has a reciprocal arrangement for newsletters with a number of these clubs
The bi-monthly S & T’s at the ANMM and Granville, and the weekend S & T’s (now called the
Endeavour Group), are a great way to get assistance or offer assistance with the boat building craft.
The Endeavour Group still only attract a small number of Members, however this could be a
sign of our busy lifestyle.
Apart from the EXPO, the S & T’s are what our club is about; assisting each other is a friendly environment.
Finally a general but genuine thankyou to all those who have assisted in any way at all during
the past 12 months.
Mike Barton
28 July 2015
(This Report was prepared to be presented at the AGM, but as Mike was unavoidably delayed and could not make the meeting, it could not be presented)
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May 2015 S&T at
Granville
In accordance with the Committee’s decision to have the May
and the September meetings of the Club in the Western Suburbs rather than in the City, we met at the Granville Diggers
on 26th May.
The meeting proved to be very successful, 10 Members attended and we got to see some beautiful models and to discuss
some interesting topics about model ship building.
First up, Leon Griffiths told us that he has contracted to decorate models of cruise ships cast from polyurethane. Leon’s principals create the original models by 3D printing, which is then
the base for moulds from which the polyurethane models are
cast. They will come in 3 sizes to be sold on board the cruise
ships.
The model Leon brought along is about 1:1200 scale and looks
fantastic, even if it lacks the kind of charm we have become accustomed to with Michael Bennett’s miniatures.

cont. p.5
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Janos Nemeth brought along “Rattlesnake” again
and demonstrated the progress he has made in the
past 2 months.
As previously reported, the model is being made in
the “Admiralty” style and in accordance with the
plans, designs and methods of Harold Hahn.
Comparing the photos from the last issue will show
that the model is just about ready to be “liberated”
from its jig, something Janos hopes to do in the next
couple of weeks.

Peter Law brought along his part-built Corel
“Bellona” again and demonstrated the progress
he has made in the past 2 months. Hopefully
we were able collectively to assist Peter with
some building issues, in particular some planking problems he has encountered.

cont. p.6
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Ralph Hannaford brought along “Victory cross-section”. This is a “newsagent weekly” but
seems to be a very neat model.
Over the past few meetings there was discussion on the difficulties that some Members were
encountering in painting a fine pin stripe at the waterline of models, Tom Wolf suggested that
an approach could be made to a local “friendly” panel beater to obtain some left-over pinstriping that these tradesmen use in their repairs to motor vehicles. Ralph brought along
some pin-striping he purchased at a motor vehicle accessory shop for under $10.
Any
Member
who has had to
do copper plating on the hull of
their model will
appreciate the
home made jig
that was demonstrated by Richard Keyes. We
all know that
you can purchase the copper bricks and
apply them one
by one to the
hull,
Richard
purchases copper strips which
he then “marks
up” with a wheel with the appropriate pin spacing for a reality check, and then applies the
“copper plating” as a strip. The effect was demonstrated, the copper plating shown on the left
is the strip, the right are the individual bricks.
cont. p.7
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Tom Wolf brought along “HMS Leopard” to demonstrate the progress he has made, particularly with the
first and second headboards being installed. Tom used
“bendy beech” that he obtained from Modellers Shipyard and this product enabled him to bring about a bow
feature that he is happy with.

Although he tried a number of times to
carve the figurehead from timber, all
efforts resulted in dismal failure with the
timber sculpture disintegrating in his
hands just as he was about to finish the
carving, so Tom resorted to casting a base figurehead from antimony (mixture of tin and zinc
like 50/50 solder sometimes referred to as pewter) and then sculpting it further with grinders
and adding/substracting metal with a soldering iron until he obtained a rather striking figurehead.
Tom intends to make a
mould and re-cast this
figure in a lightweight
white coloured resin
as apparently at sea
the salt water and Sun
usually “washed out”
and bleached out the
colours of figureheads
so they often appeared white.
cont. p.7
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Tom also brought along his “HMT
Dunera” which is also progressing
(albeit slowly).
Although initially intended to be
finished by 6 September 2015, the
75th anniversary of the arrival of
the “Dunera Boys” after an infamous journey to Australia aboard
this ship, that deadline will not be
met but the model is progressing
and in light of other projects Tom
is working on, it is expected that
she will be ready in about another
year.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Members may wish to participate at:

CANBERRA EXPO 2015:
will be held on the weekend of the 19-20 September 2015 at the
Mount Rogers School , Alfred Hill Drive , Melba ACT . Saturday will
be 1000 to 1700 and Sunday 1000-1530.
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Endeavour Group Meeting June 2015
The June S&T (Endeavour Group) was held at Mike and Angela Barton's home.
Five Members attended allowing plenty of time for lively discussion and problem
solving.
First up, Richard Keyes reported that he had been
requested by the Australian National Maritime Museum to make a model of a traditional Balinese fishing
boat as featured in a recent issue of “Signals”. Our
friend Jeffrey Mellefont who recently retired from his
position at the Museum wrote a thoroughly researched article about these boats rarely seen by visitors, and Richard has accepted the challenge to build,
in particular the creation of the spectacular talisman
decorations.

Richard also presented a miniature (approx. 1:300)
model of HMS Halifax. This model has been partly
completed by a young lady friend in the USA who
has decided not to work any further to complete the
model.
Richard indicated that he is looking forward to the
challenge but has not yet decided as to the extent
that the model is to be rigged.

cont.
p.10
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Next up, Janos Nemeth presented HMS Rattlesnake finally liberated from the jig. We had
earlier indicated that this was imminent.

Tom Wolf brought along his HMS Leopard which is coming along quite quickly, the hull is
just about finished and ready for the side rails which can be positioned (so as not to interfere
with the cannons) with the help of the masts which are being readied.
The bow is almost done as well as the transom, deck steps and fittings and the hammock
rails will be next and then the masts can be set.
The figurehead still needs to be re moulded and then re-cast in resin, the gratings are to be
redone in correct scale.

cont. p.10
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Tom also brought along some jigs that he has made
to help in this model (but which can be adapted to
any other model if anyone wishes).
Firstly there is a jig to bend timbers simply using appropriately drilled holes and bits of old dowels which
are used to bend timbers.
Then a jig for the gunport frames (different sizes)
which are pre-created and then inserted into the
holes made in the hull.
It will be recalled that Alan Bideleux was building a
“Newsagent” model of the “Sovereign of the Seas” and sought
some advice as to fitting out a block to comply for the suggested
use. With the use of a sketch diagram he was assisted in resolving the problem. This is a perfect example of the benefits of
coming along to these meetings.
Mike Barton is making of the masts and spars for the “Beagle” and had a question about the
mast cap. The question related to whether the lower mast goes right through the cap (as described by Falconer) or whether it “caps” the lower mast (the plans indicate that the top of the
lower two mast sections only go part way into the holes in these blocks which sits into it but
does not show through the top). After some discussion the consensus was that it should go
right through so as to sit flush with the top of the block.
Since that meeting your editor did some research. The cap is described in William Falconer's Dictionary of the Marine (1769) as “a strong, thick block of
wood, used to confine two masts together, when the one is erected at
the head of the other, in order to lengthen it. It is for this purpose furnished with two holes perpendicular to it's length and breadth, and parallel to it's thickness; one of these is square, and the other round; the
former being solidly fixed upon the upper-end of the lower-mast, whilst
the latter receives the mast employed to lengthen it, and secures it in this position … The
cap is represented by fig. 9. plate II.” … (see picture).
Mike also showed how he organised the gluing of the frame
under the crow's nest and the spreaders. His attention was
drawn by a number of the members that it would be easier to
space the centre area where the masts are housed by using
the same size dowel to gauge the width necessary to be left so
that the masts pass easily though the center area (rather tha
the way Mike was going about it which may have necessitated
a bit of digging and gauging to make room for the circumference of the mast).
As Janos was about to depart for overseas, there was then
some discussion about various maritime museums at his ports
of call.
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A VERY SURPRISING FIND!
Report by Tom Wolf
When you visit an old church hall in Vaucluse, what is the last thing you expect to see? Well,
it wasn't truly a surprise because Michael Bennett and I attended by invitation, but we got to
see a working model of HMAS Melbourne post refit of 1978.
A couple weeks earlier, I met Darrell "Dach" Hall
at the Waverley Mens Shed and he told me all
about his project which at that time seemed truly
like Dash was exaggerating, and I didn't expect
to see what we found at our visit. Keep in mind
that Dach is 79 and his eyesight is going.
The photos tell it all, the model is 4.500m in
length, built to a scale of 1 : 50. It weighs 23 Kgs
net without its motors , batteries and radio gear
which comes in at around 20Kgs more, it can
take in 70L of water for ballast but 50L (packed
tight) does the job.
A few days later the model was transported for
display at HMAS Albatross Museum, Nowra.

cont. p.13
- 12 -

Michael and I were blown away by the scale and
the degree of research and precision put into this
10 year project by Dach, down to the fact that
Melbourne had a 3 bladed port-side propeller and
a 4 bladed starboard propeller.
We hope to attract Dach to SMSC as a Member.
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ADDENDUM:
Since writing the report on Dach Hall’s HMAS Melbourne (see
pages 11/12), attention has been drawn to a report about the
project in the September 2013 issue of the Sydney Legacy Bulletin.
It reports (nearly 2 years ago) that “HMAS Melbourne is a work
in progress. The boat is built of 2mm strips sawn from
100x19mm Western Red Cedar floor boards glued to 6mm ply
frames with a 1mm ply lining over the ribs up to water level. An
8mm hole in the keel with a side 8mm hole is to allow the ballast to be taken (total 70 kgs) to trim ship.
The inside is lined with a resin and with strips of fibre glass, whilst the outside is also coated with resin making it very durable.
The total weight is 17kgs and each radio controlled model runs on two 12
volt batteries It is also worth mentioning that they are also water ballasted
in a lined hull.
Darrell also has his model of the HMAS Hobart and if you look closely at
some of the images you will also see the completed model of an Oberon
class submarine HMAS Orrion. The models are masterfully built pictured
and include incredible detail.
To assist in building these models (Dach) Hall has spent countless hours
talking with the Australian Naval museum to ensure that all details are as accurate as
he could possibly make them.
As you can see the HMAS Hobart is just about
complete— just the safety rails plus some touch
ups to the doors are required.
So when they
are complete
the big question
remains is
where do you
put something
like this? Given
the scale they
would certainly
take up a lot of
room in your
house and how could you keep something so fantastic to
yourself?
(Dach) Hall has that sorted! In his discussions with the
Naval museum for details to build these ships he has also found a potential home for them at The Fleet Air Arm
Museum, HMAS Albatross, Nowra, which is wonderful
news. Its nice to know that these models will go to a
home where they can be appreciated by thousands of
naval buffs and museum visitors for years and years to

come.”
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“MV Stanburn” Restoration
– report by Leon Griffiths
I was recently asked by a customer to prepare
a quotation for a model of MV Stanburn in a
glass case where the case had a broken glass
panel and the model was badly damaged..
After preparing the quotation, I thought that my
fellow Members may benefit from what I observed and what I thought needed work.
The teak case had to be repaired due to incorrect assembly as the case ends were glued
with an epoxy.
Upon dismantling it was obvious that when the front
plate glass panel was smashed, the impact resulted in
considerable damage to the hull and superstructure.
The timber display case had to be restored including
new ¼ beading and then reglazed and revarnished.

The hull had been painted with a high grade polyurethane paint or sealer, but there was crazing throughout requiring wet and dry sanding, re-painting and
applying new Plimsoll decals and tropical lines and
draft marks forward and aft. The hull’s bilge keel was
broken on the starboard side and had to be repaired.
The complete model was to be brushed, blown and
washed, all brass and metal work eg, fairleads, bollards, guard rails, crane hinges, vents needed be
cleaned and sealed. All 11 winches and metal furniture were to be detached cleaned, resealed and reinstalled, and all rigging cord which had deteriorated
needed to be replaced.
cont. p.16
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The ship’s funnel had suffered total paint failure, it needed to be removed and inspected
inside, refurbished, repainted and replaced.
The life boats (x3) had to be stripped, repainted, re-rigged and replaced, the crane derricks
were to be repainted and sealed .

The starboard side accommodation ladder,
mast and canopy were smashed and bent requiring it to be removed, repaired, painted,
rigged and re-installed.

There was crazing over the entire deck, and
the superstructure required paint work, the aft
wheel house cabin walls were badly crazed
and the port holes were corroded. This cabin
had be disassembled, prepared for paint,
painted and reinstalled, the cargo hatches
which were not damaged had to be cleaned,
the bridge cabin wall was badly crazed needing to be stripped and repaired.

The rudder and propeller were to be repaired
and assembled.
Finally, the complete ship was to be sealed
with satin estapol, the base pillars cleaned and
reinstalled on the base board and the case
was to be reassembled.
Total time estimated = 162 hours.
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