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NEXT CLUB MEETINGS
The next meeting of SMSC will be on Tuesday, 2 February
2016 at 7:00pm at the Granville RSL Club, Memorial
Drive, Granville unless otherwise notified (the January meeting
was put back 1 week to avoid clashing with a public holiday)
The meeting after that will be on Tuesday, 22 March 2016 at
7:00pm at the Onslow Room, Wharf 7, Darling Harbour unless
otherwise notified.
Since we have a meeting in both February and March, no meeting
for the Endeavour Group has been arranged.
Members and visitors are encouraged to bring along projects for
display and discussion.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
As notified in the December Newsletter, starting from this issue the only articles to
appear will be contributions from Members and readers and therefore really reflect
the standing of the Club.
I repeat what I wrote at that time, namely that I know that many of you are in the process of building a model or carving figures and designs, or you are “inventing” some tool or gadget that helps
your modelling, or you are travelling in Australia and all over the world and seeing things and
places involving maritime life that other readers will be interested in.
I remind you that you don’t need to be an expert photographer, nowadays just about every telephone is also a camera in case you forget to take your Box Brownie (or SLR) with you.

“BLACK PEARL”
Report and photos by Tom Wolf
As reported previously, I purchased the first 22
issues (from a complete 120 issue set) of the
Hachette Partworks kit as sold at newsagencies.
I only ever intended to utilise the bits I purchased to lay the keel, and I achieved that purpose, but building the model made me realise
more than ever that purchasing one of these
kits is an expensive proposition. I found much
more information in “forums” specifically on this
model.
From the outset I was aware that this final model in the kit was an “open model” where some
sides were left open for inspection of the inside, I only ever intended to build a full model.
Here are photos of the progress:
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“Sirius” - 1:1200
Report and photos by Michael Bennett (January 2016)
All of my models try to portray a ship at a particular point in time, and my “Sirius” is depicted as
she looked, as far as I can tell, after dropping anchor in Sydney Cove in January 1788, having
first made landfall at Botany Bay a few days earlier.
We have as evidence, the ship’s log and a contemporary watercolour by William Bradley, which
is now in the collection of the Mitchell Library. (Bradley was the ship’s Lieutenant and was later
to be one of the colony’s surveyors hence Bradley’s Head). These to give us some idea of the
weather (mild and light cloud), sea (calm) and wind (light and from the south east).
My model will show her with sails furled, probably a trifle untidily, two anchors one at the bow
and one at the stern, as shown in the Bradley watercolour, and a blue almost flat sea, the exact
colour of which I can gauge from my view of the actual harbor on an equivalent day!
Two of her boats will have been lowered into the water and tied
up alongside. Some of the barrels of stores will have been
brought up on deck ready for loading, and along with the chicken
coupes, will create a very cluttered deck.
At her last port of call, Capetown, all her guns were dismantled
and stored in the hold, and the gun deck converted to cattle
stalls. I think the gunports would have been opened to ventilate
what was probably a very smelly scene.
When I brought the model to the Christmas meeting, the hull had
been shaped, including the recesses for the gunports and trial
paper bulwarks, using coloured photocopies had been temporarily glued on to give an idea of the ship’s final form.
Since then there has been considerable progress. Photo 1
shows the way I have made the planked deck. A piece of Silver
Ash was thicknessed to 0.015” - the width of a plank to this scale
and cut into strips approximately double that width.(photo 1)

photo 1

A photocopy of the plan of the deck was then turned upside down and the strips are glued to the
back of it, narrow edge down, to create a small piece of butcher board. (Photo 2) When the glue
had thoroughly set, the whole assembly was then turned the right way round and the slightly irregular top sanded to create the deck camber. I then had a completed deck, with the position of
masts and hatches and openings all marked on the underside, and planks of exactly even
width, marked out ready to be cut out and fitted. (Photo 3) A scriber point makes small holes at
the corners of the hatches and at
the mast positions as permanent
reference points. I first tried adding black pigment to the PVA
glue to represent caulking, but
the black looked too dominant,
and on the final deck (my third
attempt) although the glue is theoretically clear, the planks are
still clearly defined. I stained the
deck a pale grey as I thought the
teak would have been fairly
weathered after almost a year at
sea. I am pleased with it, but
next time I might add staggered
butt joints to the planking…
photo 2
photo 3
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Before I glued the deck on, I cut
a void to create the stairwell,
and Araldited (2 part epoxy) the
holding down threaded rods into
place. (Photo 4)
At this point I had to put the
model aside before I did the hull
planking, and create the base
and case, as the casting of the
sea would probably damage the
finished planks.

photo 4

photo 5

I already had the timber base and its surrounding mouldings,
complete with a 4mm routed
out recess for the sea and I
only had to drill holes for the
bolts that locate the model in
its correct position in the
case, to be ready to cast the
sea

Photo 5 shows the base with
the brass edging angles being clamped and glued in place,
and the masking to protect the delicate timber mouldings.
The model was then wrapped in clingwrap (photo 6), and temporarily bolted onto the base, the retaining nuts being on the
underside. The dental plaster sea was then poured. (Photo 7)
This sets in about 20 minutes, after which the model can be
safely removed and transferred back to its working block leaving a perfectly fitting recess.
I have a 2kg. tin of
photo 6
dental plaster that I
bought almost 40 years ago. It is used, or was used, to
make castings for dentures, and sets with virtually no
shrinkage. I have used it to make the seas for all of my
models so far, and as it is still half full, I imagine that it
will see out the rest of my model-making career.
The plaster surface is cast about 1mm higher than the
final sea, and the waves can then be easily carved with
small chisels and gouges.
photo 7

It will then be given a pale yellow undercoat and then a
series of transparent blue glazes to create the final colour.

I am now starting the hull planking. At this scale, to keep the colour divisions sharp, it is best to
prefinish the planks before gluing them into place.
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I have started by using my mini thicknesser to
create some basswood about 0.2mm thick….
representing planks about 7” thick to scale.
Some of this has been stained a weathered
brown, representing the natural timber on the
inside of the bulwarks and immediately above
the waterline and some has been airbrushed a
dusty red for the topsides and ochre for the
band at gun deck level. The exact ochre colour
on Royal Navy ships was at the discretion of the
commander, as the crew was responsible for
the painting of ships, but the Bradley watercolour shows a pale hue, so I have chosen a light
stone colour, which goes well with the deck. The
remainder, to be used for the wales and the
black banding is stained with Indian ink. (Photo
8)

photo 8

I intend to make a little jig to ensure that the plans are all equal in width …I am assuming
about 12” on the real ship. The inside of the paper bulwarks above deck level, and the outside
to below gunport level, will be planked before the bulwarks are glued to the hull so I can cut
out the gunports with a steel rule.

photo 9
Photo 9 shows a trial section of the planking glued to the hull to test the colours.
The gunports are too large and the planks a bit rough, but it is a start.
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