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ISSUE # 25 APRIL 2016 

The next meeting of the Endeavour Group will be held 

whilst Members of the Club exhibit at the Hubertus Model 

Boat Club’s Show on Sunday, April 10, 2016 at 10am un-

less otherwise notified.  The address is: Workers Hubertus Coun-

try Club, 205 Adams Road, Luddenham 

 

The next meeting of SMSC will be on Tuesday, 24 May 2016  at 7:30 

at the Granville RSL Club, Memorial Drive, Granville unless other-

wise notified.  

 

Members and visitors are encouraged to bring along projects for 

display and discussion. 

NEXT CLUB MEETINGS 

President: 

Vice-Pres: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 

Public Officer: 

Newsletter Editor: 

ANMM Liaison: 

Harry Goedings 

Michael Bennett 

Ralph Hannaford 

Mike Barton 

Anelia Bennett 

Tom Wolf  

Richard Keyes 

president@smsc.org.au 

vicepresident@smsc.org.au 

treasurer@smsc.org.au 

secretary@smsc.org.au 

publicofficer@smsc.org.au 

tom@aces.net.au 

CLUB CONTACTS YOU MAY 
REQUIRE: 



LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
To assist Members who wish to contribute to Chatterbox, Chatterbox is always 

published in the final week of the “odd” month (ie. this April issue is published in 

the final week of March (in this case with Easter intervening). As Chatterbox is 

issued every 2 months, there should always be lots of progress on models being 

built to be reported on. 

It is encouraging that the Members have taken up my challenge  and I look forward to the vari-

ety of articles that reflect the variety of skills, disciplines, models and other interesting matters 

that relate to this wonderful hobby. 
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PRESIDENT’S BLOG 
Hi everyone.  Just a quick note regarding where we are at with club activities coming up and 

general matters. A sub-committee of the club has been working hard to prepare for our Expo in 

August at Sandringham and much of the work has already been done.  Lots of legwork by 

Anelia and Michael Bennett and Alan Bideleaux will ensure this will be a great weekend.  To all 

our modellers, keep up the hard work so that you can submit your models for the Expo.  

We have got some great exposure in the past weeks at ‘Collectormania’ which was held at 

Panthers’ Leagues Pavilion.  This was a great day for us to promote the hobby and our club, 

and more are coming up in July with a Toy & Hobby Fair also being held at Panthers in late 

August after our Expo. Keep an eye out for further info in Chatterbox.  Many of you probably 

don’t realise the work that goes into producing this newsletter which has been undertaken 

since the first issue by Tom Wolf.  Always a great read! You missed your forte Tom.    

We will be on show again at the Model Boat Expo at the Hubertus Club at Luddenham on the 

10 April, if you’re interested in attending and displaying  a model, drop an e-mail asap to Mike 

Barton or Michael Bennett so that we can co-ordinate numbers. 

Importantly our AGM is set down for the 26 July at the Maritime Museum.  In lieu of a ‘show & 

tell’ that night we are holding a ‘Trash & Treasure’. Here’s your opportunity to bring in that un-

wanted planking, bits and pieces, pre-loved modelling tools etc. which might just be what 

someone else has been looking for. Who knows, there might be a bargain or bartering to be 

had! 

The club is in good financial condition due to the great sponsorship we receive from the Aus-

tralian National Maritime Museum for which we are very grateful. We have also secured some 

additional sponsorship for our Expo from other sources to help make it a success.  

Happy modelling everyone and we look forward to seeing you and your models at future 

expos/engagements 

Harry Goedings 



SMSC EXPO 2016 

Members are advised that after the successful EXPO last 

year, the Club has decided to hold another EXPO this year. 

The date to put aside is:  

August 20 and 21, 2016  

Members may wish to complete those long awaited unfinished projects so 

they can be displayed at the EXPO.  

Once again, we remind Members that models of all standards are invited 

and encouraged, so there is no need to be shy. 

The sub-Committee to organise the event is already at work and we again 

expect a fantastic event, more details to follow., but if you wish to have more 

details at this early stage please contact Michael Bennett on 0411 545 770 

- 3 - 



- 4 - 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 

PORT MACQUARIE MODEL 

BOAT EXPO 2016: 

Members are advised that the Port Macquarie Model Boat 

Expo at Port Macquarie Panthers will be held on 8-10 July 2016,  

As usual, the premises will be available to set up on Friday 8th and the 

exhibition will take place on Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th July. 

Any Members wishing to exhibit (and any enquiries) should contact David 

Connolly on 0403 865 331 or by email to  <devils4detail@gmail.com> 

Clubs and organisations with whom SMSC has a reciprocal relationship are 

welcome to notify our Members of their events on this page 

CANBERRA EXPO 2016: 
This year’s  Canberra Expo will be held at the Mount Rogers 

School on the weekend of 17th to 18th September 2016. 

If the Federal election is to be held on 17th there is a fall 

back weekend of 10th and 11th, and should anything change CMSS 

should be able to give at least 2 months notice.  

For more info contact: Peter Hateley 6254 7229(h); 0401 670 829(m); 
hpeter@webone.com.au. 

Exhibitors will need to complete a “pro forma” with their model with a 
couple of paragraphs of the history of the vessel. 

Hubertus Model Boat Club 

 Show 2016: 
Members are advised the Hubertus Club will hold its Show at Workers 

Hubertus Country Club, 205 Adams Road, Luddenham on 9th & 10th of 

April (Saturday & Sunday) - setup afternooon of Friday 8th of April 

All enquiries should be addressed to John Gale on 0408 119 524 or  

4572 7059 or by email to  <whmbc.secretary@gmail.com> by March 28. 
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Toy & Hobby Meet: 
Members are advised that there will be a Meet at Penrith Panthers Pavil-

ion, Mulgoa Rd, Penrith on Sunday, July 10, 2016 from 9:00am to 

4:00pm. 

A decision will be made prior to the event as to whether the Club will ex-

hibit the works of Members and if Members will attend to encourage in-

terest in the hobby of modelmaking.. 

PROGRESS REPORT—
WAPPEN VON HOMBERG 

Report by Max Bettridge 

The attached photo is the Wap-
en Von Homberg.   

Max has been able to get past 
his health problems enough to 
allow him to  work a bit, we 
hope that he will finish this pro-
ject before the EXPO. 

We recall that Max won the in-
augural EXPO with another ex-
cellent model. 

Toy & Hobby Meet: 
Members are advised that there will be a Meet at Penrith Panthers Pavil-

ion, Mulgoa Rd, Penrith on Saturday and Sunday, August 27 and 28, 

2016 from 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

A decision will be made prior to the event as to whether the Club will ex-

hibit the works of Members and if Members will attend to encourage in-

terest in the hobby of modelmaking.. 



SMSC MODELLER — RICHARD KEYES 
My Model Ship Building Career — an autobiography by Richard Keyes 

My career in model making started like most other modellers with plastic airplanes during my 
early teens, but I was always fascinated by the very small and simplistic model of the clipper 
ship SEA WITCH made by my uncle.  

So, when I came across an Ideal balsa wood kit of the frigate ESSEX I had a go at making it 
and was hooked. I have always loved the look of ships and boats so the move to ship models 
was inevitable. Working with wood proved to be much more challenging and rewarding than 
with plastic. ESSEX was soon followed by a balsa model of CUTTY SARK. Both of these mod-
els were woeful, to say the least, but they were a start. 

My third model, a real step up, was a solid pine hull Constructo kit of VELACHERO which was 
made over a period of seven years during which I completed university and did my time in the 
army. It was the first model where I made a serious effort to get things right and it was my only 
model to go into a glass case.  

During my working years I made many more models, mostly from kits, each one a bit better 
than the last. With no formal tuition or meaningful contact with other model makers my progress 
was patchy and I was generally content with the results of my labours if the model came out 
looking roughly like the picture on the box. Along the way, I taught a few model making courses 
and had a couple of models on display in various public places including on the replica BOUN-
TY on Sydney Harbour.  
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Over the years as model followed model, my skills and knowledge improved. I bought more 
books and visited every museum I could in a quest for enlightenment. One major advance oc-
curred when I began to concentrate more of my efforts on making scratch built models as fre-
quently I found myself rejecting kit parts in favour of making my own. Along the way I have de-
signed several models as an experiment in different methods or to get a different look, like the 
SPUYTEN DUYVIL with its cut-away side to show the detailed engine room. The other factor 
that had a big influence on my model making was when I retired and began to do volunteer 
model making at the Australian National Maritime Museum. Both of these activities encouraged 
me to be more critical of my work and to look more closely at better ways of doing things. Oc-
casionally I have taken on a repair job but find it too frustrating and unrewarding.  

Two major events in my modelling life stand out. In 1999 I had the great privilege of visiting 
Harold Hahn in his home in Ohio where I saw the best there is in model making. During  that 
visit, Harold did me the great honor of giving me two of his original boxwood carvings. On the 
same trip I spent a day at the Naval Academy in Annapolis with Grant Walker looking inside the 
fire ship model from the magnificent Rogers collection with a medical endoscope. We saw 
things not seen since the model was made centuries ago. These two events exposed me to the 
very best in models and encouraged me to strive to do even better work. The motto became, 
“Would I be happy to show this to Harold?”  

Like many other model makers, my modelling has been punctuated by periods of inactivity, 
sometimes due to other demands on my time and sometimes because of a lack of motivation. 
Often out of boredom, I have left one model unfinished and started another. If the first one was 
good enough, it would generally be completed eventually like the JOHN OXLEY which was 
seventeen years from start to finish. And like most other model makers there are several uno-
pened kits awaiting my attention.  

Even after making some sixty-five models over sixty years my passion for the hobby remains 
although recently it requires a special scratch built project to really engage my interest. The kits 
that I make at the museum have become routine and do not inspire me nearly as much as the 
much more challenging admiralty models that are mostly made at home due to the need for 
power tools and special timbers. My first love is dockyard or navy board models featuring varia-
tions on exposed framing and I mostly prefer to make models of smaller craft like schooners 
and brigs rather than fully rigged ships. 

Some  of my models have been sold. A few more have been given away and the rest vie for 
space in our small house. As newer and better ones are finished, less special older ones have 
to go. Kit models particularly are now giving way to scratch built ones. I also regularly donate 
models for auction by the Trish MS Research Foundation and I am proud that they have at-
tracted thousands of dollars for this worthwhile charity.  

While my craftsmanship is not first-rate, I have been adventurous and have tried different styles 
and methods. In my own way, I have endeavoured to promote the art of model making by 
teaching, demonstrating, and publishing articles. Three friends who I have “mentored” through 
their first models have done superb, prize winning  work. As a result of my volunteer work at 
the museum, I am an honorary member of the Ship Modellers Association of Southern Califor-
nia and have attended two of their exhibitions in LA where my MOLLIHAWK II and ROYAL 
CAROLINE models were displayed. My models are regularly on show at the Port Macquarie 
and Canberra model exhibitions, the Sydney Model Shipbuilders Club Expos and the Wooden 
Boat Festival at Darling Harbour. 

Several of my articles have been published in Australian hobby magazines and a write up of 
the MERCURY was published in the English magazine Model Shipwright. Three  of my models 
have been entered in the Royal Easter Show and currently three others are on display in vari-
ous parts of the Australian National Maritime Museum.  

Model making has been a life long passion and vocation for me and I was very fortunate to 
have such an engrossing hobby to occupy me full time when my teaching career ended ab-
ruply. I have often been asked if I have been making models all my life to which the answer is: 

 ”Not yet”. 



Ode to the Victory 
By Kevin tli. 

Retired at last but what to do,     A model of some sort that will woo  

To fill the hours from dawn to dusk,   With file and saw and a will to bust 

  

The Modellers Shipyard pamphlet said,   Pick a ship your old brain to be fed  

So I turned the pages until I spied,   The very words my heart desired  

 

It is said, "Everyone wants to build a Victory",   With such a model I may make history  

That's it said I, that's for me,   And off I ran and bought with glee  

 

Hum! The bow I knew and the aft,   Its only in between my brain felt a draft  

Rib A and B all the way to P,   Join together and make square with 0 and T  

 

"Blirnev", says I. Better ring for 'elp.    Modellers shipyard could supply the answer I felt  

Just ring Canberra says he, they're sure to know,   What parts are up and down for it to grow  

 

Lucky for me they say, right next door in this land,   A model maker that's so grand  

The very best, that can tell you the rest,   He's sure to make you a welcome guest!  

 

So up I rings and low and behold,   An appointment with the Masters told  

With trepidation and wits a mingled, I gathered up my A to P,   And knocked on the door, 

scared and ready flee  

 

"0h!" Says he, give us a look,   Your A to Ps okay but your stern and bow need more (J glook"  

So with good advice and renewed will to build,   I cut and sawed until the bow and stern were 

filled  

 

Quandary once again, a rib, a deck, what the heck!    Plan 6, plan 7, where's plan 10? -they 

never met  

Bloomin 'ell! - Which way round, up or down?    Finally at 2 am I found the glue had made all 

around quite sound 
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When passing by the ship doth call,   Me ! Me! Come here and fix my fall  

My lifts need a nip and tuck,   the canon wheel fell off the truck! 

  

Headsail and halyards are in a flap,   Pull up the anchor, there is a bloomin' gap  

Chock it and worm it, tar it and tie,   All in a day's modelling he says with a sigh!  

 

At last a show in Canberra called,   All those in the know to be enthralled  

They talk of sheaves, dead eyes and bumpkins?   Sheaves of wheat - country bumkins - dead 

eye somethings!  

 

How deep in it am I, inspiration do or die,   Listening to every word I can scry  

Two days only to absorb enough glug,   Must carry me through to next year, that's the rub!  

 

Utter confusion, what's a waist, an orlop, a guy?   Shrouds, lanyards and buntlines, I could just 

cry!  

Ratlines, pendants, stays and seizings, - I'm having one now!   Blood pressure rising - pulse 

surprising - a sweaty brow  

 

"Not to worry old son" says he to me,   There's not many of us that comes from the sea  

It all falls into place as the work progresses,   So don't go mad and pull at your tresses!  

 

Remember the saying when you get stuck,   Just bloody well do it- that's half your luck  

It's not work you do - it's having fun!   So smile a smile and be thankful for the race you run  

 

To Richard I give a loud applause,   His guiding hand knows all the laws  

His gifts of knowledge well perceived,   His friendship treasured and with thanks received  

What makes this tribute by Kevin Hudson to his good friend and mentor Rich-

ard Keyes so moving is the fact that Richard has not just helped Kevin to de-

velop and become a very fine modeller, but that Richard has assisted and 

mentored many Members of SMSC to improve their skills.  

We are all grateful to Richard for the efforts that he has made (and continues 

to make) on behalf of the Club and its Members. 

… Ed 
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February 2 S&T at Granville 
A fantastic turnout of 12 Members and visitors attended this S&T, the discus-

sion was (as usual) informative. 

Alan Bideleux informed us about the particulars 

for Collectormania, unfortunately these details 

were not available in time for the previous Chat-

terbox so the event will be over by the time you receive this issue. 

Alan also gave details of how the SMSC logo can be embroidered 

onto shirts and caps for a very reasonable amount. 

First up, Gary Renshaw gave a presentation on the latest kit to 

come out from Modellers Shipyard, the Australian submarine AE1/

AE2 (the boats were identical so either can be built from the kit. 

There is a more complete report about the history of these subma-

rines and this modelling project later in the issue. We recognise the significance of these sub-

marines to Australian Navy history. 

Tom Wolf presented his version of the Black Pearl, this 

model comprises very significant changes to the 

“newsagency stand model” 

that Tom started off with, par-

ticularly the replacement of all 

MDF (or project board) parts 

with solid timber or plywood.  

The planking is of Tanganyika 

and Walnut. 

Tom then discussed some 3D 

printed figureheads and 

brought along a couple of 

“Angel” figureheads, one in 

1:50 and the other in 1:25 

scale.  

The research for these images (free on the internet) was as a 
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Ralph Hannaford brought along his part-built HMS Victory as prearranged to demonstrate it 

to some of the visitors but from what we could see it will turn out to be a spectacular model on 

completion. 

Michael Bennett demonstrated his HMS Sirius 1:600 scale, Michael had reported on his pro-

gress on this model in the last issue of Chatterbox. 

Janos Nemeth also attended 

to present his French barge 

Le Canot Imperial which was 

built in 1811 for Napoleon's 

inspection of the fortifications 

of Antwerp. The following 

photos were downloaded from 

Janos’ Facebook page: 

 

 

 

 

 

As usual, Janos was his own worst critic. Whilst everyone admired his carvings made of Euro-

pean boxwood, Janos was self critical and saying he will need to re-do some of the figures. 



HMA Submarine AE2 
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Report by Gary Renshaw 

HMAS AE1 & AE2 (originally known as AE1 & AE2) were an E-class submarine of the Royal 

Australian Navy (RAN). The two submarines were ordered for the fledgling navy and were 

built by Vickers Armstrong in England and commissioned into the RAN in 1913. Both subma-

rines then sailed to Australia in what was, at the time, the longest voyage ever undertaken by 

a submarine. 

After the start of World War I, AE1 & AE2 were sent to German New Guinea with the Australi-

an Naval and Military Expeditionary Force. Both boats took part in the operations leading to 

the occupation of the German territory, including the surrender of Rabaul on 13 September 

1914. 

The AE1 departed Blanche Bay, Rabaul 07:00 on 14 September, to patrol off Cape Gazelle 

with HMAS Parramatta. When she had not returned by 20:00, several ships were dispatched 

to search for her. No trace of the submarine was ever found, and she was listed as lost with all 

hands. 

It is probable that she was wrecked on a reef or other submerged object. As well as Lieuten-

ant Commander Thomas Besant, 2 other officers and 32 sailors were lost in this disaster. The 

disappearance was the first major loss for Australia in the World War. 

In recent years a number of searches have been carried-out to locate the AE1 - all without 
success. The mystery of the AE1's loss continues to this day.  The AE2 was assigned to the 
Dardanelles Campaign in January 1915. At 02:30 on the 25 April 1915 - the day of the Gallip-
oli Landings - the AE2 successfully penetrated the Narrows of the Dardanelles and entered 
the Sea of Marmara. With orders to "run amok" inside Turkish territory, AE2 operated for five 
days before mechanical faults forced her to the surface, where she was damaged by the tor-
pedo boat Sultanhisar. The submarine was scuttled by her crew, all of whom were captured.  

AE2 was the only RAN vessel lost to enemy action during World War I. The Rahmi M. Ko Mu-

seum began searching for the AE2 wreck in 1995, and found it in 1998. After another expedi-

tion in 2008, the Australian and 

Turkish Governments decided to 

leave the boat in place. The AE2 

is the last tangible relic of that 

conflict. 

The model of the AE Class sub-

marine was scratch built by Gary 

Renshaw and is unique in its con-

struction being plank on bulkhead 

rather than a preformed resin or 

plastic hull. This is a unique and 

important model to Australian na-

val and maritime history. 

cont. p.13 



- 13 - 

At one point the submarine 

was so close to the shore 

that a Turkish soldier’s hand 

obscured Stoker’s view from 

the periscope.  

Despite the challenging envi-

ronment, the AE2 managed 

to succeed in its mission, 

surfacing to confront the 

Turkish battleship Barbaros-

sa, which had been shelling 

Allied ships during the land-

ing. The Turkish vessel promptly upped anchor and fled into the Black Sea. 

According to Smith, were it not for a message from the AE2 claiming it had destroyed a Turk-

ish gunboat, the land campaign at Gallipoli may have been called off in the evening of April 25. 

Instead, it lasted for another eight months. 

Thing turned sour, however, when the AE2 surfaced on April 30 to rendezvous with a British 

sub which had also managed to slip through the Narrows. 

‘Unfortunately, when they came to the surface that morning, Turkish gunboats captured the 

AE2 on the surface and fired shells into its engine room,’ says Smith. ‘They crash dived, were 

almost lost on a couple of occasions, raced back up to the surface and they had to abandon 

ship and were taken as prisoners of war for the remainder of the war, getting out in 1919.’ 

‘None were lost but they had quite a harrowing time in Turkish prisoner of war camps and they 

were actually building the tunnels for the Berlin to Baghdad railway system, so it was a precur-

sor to the World War Two Thai-Burma Railway incident.’ 

Today the AE2 still lies exactly where it sank 99 years ago, 74 metres below the surface of the 

Sea of Marmara. It 

was discovered by a 

Turkish archaeologi-

cal team in 1998, a 

perfect time capsule 

of the Gallipoli cam-

paign. 

Smith has taken part 

in several collabora-

tive archaeological 

expeditions with Turk-

ish archaeologists 

over the last 17 years 

and has been invited 

to the navy commem-

orations. 



Surprise Update 
- by David Lendrum 

Ship construction took a bit of a back seat over the Christ-

mas/New Year period but I have got back into the swing now 

and have been working on the bow details. 

Like many things there seem to be numerous alternatives as 

to how the head timbers, rails etc are configured. The most 

significant difference I found was which of these items was 

visually dominant.  

Some images I found 

had the rails outside the head timbers so the rails were 

continuous, others had the rails inside the line of the 

head timbers so these were continuous and some had 

both in the same plane so they formed a sort of 2 dimen-

sional grid. 

The drawings in Lavery & 

Hudson seem to show the 

vertical head timbers as be-

ing more visible and continuous so I have gone for this arrange-

ment. it would have been much easier to have the rails continuous 

on the outside of the timbers as fitting the short rail lengths be-

tween the timbers and keeping them 

aligned was a bit of a challenge. in 

reality I guess the rails would have 

been continuous and fitted through 

the timbers but I was not up to that. 

I found it interesting to find pics of models where the main rail had 

been fitted much lower obstructing the forward gun port. In fact 

some models had deleted this pair of ports completely. As it is I 

will have to be careful how I fit the port lids in the open position. 

The most obvious missing piece is Athena the figurehead. My fine 

carving skills are non existent and trying to craft this myself would 

involve a massive learning process. A tempting option could be to 

write a polite email to Mamoli who make a 1:75 Surprise kit and ask for their version to be sent. 

Although learning to carve could be quite interesting. I'm sure that Janos could give some 

pointers. 

Next are the gratings 

and seats of ease which 

sit above the head tim-

bers. These have been 

made up and painted. 
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PROGRESS REPORT on Mike Barton’s 
(very slowly constructed) BEAGLE 

By Mike Barton 

From the photo you can 
see the masts and spars 
have been constructed.  

Having a small metal-
working lathe made the 
tapering process quite 
easy.  

The other mast compo-
nents have also been 
produced.  

They will all need some 
tweeking for assembly.  
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BUILDING 
ENDEAVOUR 

By Leon Griffith 

Commissioned to build a kit 
of HMB Endeavour for Les 
Hiddins of Kuranda, North 
Cairns, Leon Griffith recorded 

his progress of the build with 
detailed photos, and we have 
been provided these photos 
which may assist other in the 
building of this project. 
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REPORT ON COLLECTORMANIA EXHIBITION 

held at PANTHERS PAVILION on SUNDAY MARCH 20th, 2016 

Report by Alan Bideleux 

The Collectormania Toy and Hobby Show was 

well attended by our Members on Sunday and 

the overall feeling was that the event was a great 

success from the club’s point of view. 

It is probably fair to say that our table was the 

only “working” stand at the event insofar as our 

exhibits were items that our members had physi-

cally created. Most of the other exhibitors were 

dealers and merchants dealing in collector cards, 

die cast model cars, star wars memorabilia and 

other such “collectables”. 

That being said, our stand did attract a great 

deal of attention not only from the entry fee pay-

ing public but from the other stall holders. I think 

we got a few membership enquiries; I know I 

got one and I think Mike Barton was aware of 

several others but it remains to be seen if these 

translate into new members or not. 

The first bonus of the day was a visit from ABC 

TV who spent a few minutes filming the stand as 

Janos Nemeth was explaining the details of 

some of his “superb” carvings. We were not able 

to get much information but we were advised the 

piece will be aired on TV in August. Watch this 

space for more information as it comes to hand. 

Anelia Bennett deserves special mention for her 

DVD of highlights of the SMSC Expo 2015 

which was playing all day on her lap top com-

puter. This drew a great deal of attention and 

greatly publicised the forthcoming Expo 2016. 

Several people expressed interest in this and 

we hope that this will help swell the number of 

attendees in August.  
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Anelia and Michael also did the club a great service by 

providing a good supply of colour tri-folds about the club 

and Expo 2016 most of which were taken away by inter-

ested bystanders.  

Our thanks are owing to Harry Goedings, Gary Renshaw, 

Mike Barton, Michael Bennett and Janos Nemeth for 

making available their models. Collectively all these items 

created a sense of awe and wonder at the skills and pa-

tience that each model exudes.  

One thing I have to say, and this is by no means intended 

to be seen as grading the skills of our Members, but 

Janos and his carving and Michael Bennett and his minia-

ture models gave our hobby a greatly increased “scope of 

activity”. People walked away saying those MODELS, 

those MINIATURES, that CARVING ….you know what 

I’m saying!! Probably the only thing that was missing was 

a Ship In A Bottle! 

The “pull-ups” and the banner served us well.  These 

items gave our stand a degree of credibility that was inval-

uable and I urge the Club to make use of these at EVERY 

possible occasion. 

We were also able to help potential new member – Steve 

Gault take the first step in modelling by looking at his “kit” 

and advising and, as some members were able to do to 

give potential new member David some advice on his 

plans to “scratch build’ a ship from basic plans. Here we 

have 2 potential new members – in attendance and re-

ceiving encouragement from those with the skills. What 

more could we wish for? 

The other bonus was the opportunity to be part of other 

events like this in the future. We now have about 3-4 such 

events we can enter if we wish and in my view we should 

support as many of them as we can. 

Events like this are invaluable. They get the 

name and the activity out there in the communi-

ty. The more we are seen the better we are 

known. We had about 7-8 members there for 

most of the day, and Leon was able to attend for 

a short while. At NO TIME was anyone wander-

ing around like a fish out of water. Every minute 

we were being seen as part of the Club. We had 

time to wander off for a coffee or met up with 

friends. We were not under pressure or bored 

for a minute.  
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Our first outing like this and we get coverage on ABC 

TV ! Try telling me that is not GOLD! 

Thanks everyone for making it a great day for the Club. 
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A QUESTION OF SCALE 
I was recently asked by a Member if I was interested in an article about a real ship 

that he saw during his holiday travels and I had to remind him that: 

 Chatterbox is about everything to do with maritime or marine related materials and the 

existence (and more particularly photographs) of a real ship may be just what other 

Members and readers may need to advance their model; 

 A real ship is just a model built at the scale of 12 inches to the foot 

… Ed 

CORRECTION 
Michael Bennett’s model of HMS Sirius is being built at the scale of 1:600 and not 

1:1200 as reported in Issue #24.  Apologies to Michael. 

… Ed 


